Human influences on ecosystems
IGCSE Biology - Vocabulary in context

Word

Example

f fertilisers /'fa:tolarzoz/
;g yields /jildz/
insecticides /n'sektisadz/
herbicides /hsbisadz/
weeds /widz/

selective breeding
/st'lektrv 'bri:d/

Crop plants /krop plents/
livestock /'latvstok/
monoculture /monevkaltfo/
biOdiVGI‘Sity / barevdar'va:siti/
species /'spisiz/

habitats /hebitets/

resources /ri'zosiz/
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pollution /pa'lugn/

Farmers add fertilisers to help crops grow.

Better seeds give higher yields.

Insecticides kill insects that eat crops.

Herbicides kill weeds.

‘Weeds compete with crops for light and water.

Farmers use selective breeding to get cows that give
more milk.

Wheat and maize are crop plants.

Cows and sheep are livestock.

A monoculture grows only one kind of crop.

A rainforest has high biodiversity.

Lions and tigers are different species.

Cutting down forests destroys habitats.

Animals compete for resources such as food and
water.

Smoke from factories causes pollution.
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food webs /fu:d webz/

food chains /fu:d tfemnz/

deforestation /di forr'sterfn/

extinction /ek'stmkfn/

carbon dioxide /ka:ben dar'vksard/

sewage /'suads/

ecosystems /'iksuvsistamz/

eutrophication /jutrsfi'kein/

nitrate ions /nartreit 'amnz/

producers /pro'djussoz/

decomposition /dikomps'zifn/

decomposers /dikem'psvzaz/

oxygen /'vksidzn/

aerobic respiration
/ea'ravbik respr'retfn/

non-biodegradable
/non barevdr'grerdabl/

Pollution can break food webs.

Poison can build up along food chains.

Deforestation destroys the homes of many animals.

Dinosaurs suffered extinction long ago.

‘We breathe out carbon dioxide.

Sewage in rivers kills fish.

Forests and lakes are ecosystems.

Eutrophication happens when fertiliser runs into a
lake.

Plants need nitrate ions to make proteins.

Plants are producers.

Decomposition breaks a big problem into small
parts.

Bacteria and fungi are decomposers.

Your cells need oxygen to release energy.

Aerobic respiration uses oxygen to release energy
from glucose.

Plastic bags are non-biodegradable.
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é plastics /'pleestiks/
é methane /'mi:fem/

N
-,ﬂ greenhouse effect
/'grimhaos 1'fekt/

@3- climate change /kamet tfends/
z‘(_) sustainable /so'stemabl/
fish /a5

conserved /kon'ssvd/
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qllOt as /'kwautaz/

A

closed seasons /klsvzd 'sizznz/

endangered /en'deindzed/

hunting /'hantig/

overharvesting / @ova'ha:visty/

introduced species
/mtra'dju:st 'spizsi:z/

captive breeding /kaptw 'bri:dm/
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artificial insemination

/,a:tr'fifl m semr'nerfn/

Plastics in the sea harm turtles.

Cows give off methane.

The greenhouse effect keeps the Earth warm.

Climate change makes some places hotter and drier.

N

Sustainable fishing leaves enough fish to breed.

Fish breathe through gills.

The forest is conserved as a national park.

Fishing quotas limit how many fish can be caught.

Closed seasons stop fishing while fish are breeding.

The giant panda was endangered.

Hunting has made many animals rare.

Overharvesting of cod has made it rare.

Rabbits were an introduced species in Australia.

Captive breeding in zoos helps save rare animals.

Artificial insemination helps rare animals have
young.

‘Word

Example

U in vitro fertilisation

/i 'vitrao fa:tilar'zerfn/

E seed banks /sid bayks/
(9 drugs /dragz/

&

<5~ genes /dzinz/

73 genetic variation
/dzi'netik ,vearr'erfn/

In vitro fertilisation joins egg and sperm in a lab

dish.

Seed banks store seeds of rare plants.

Many drugs come from plants.

Genes control your eye colour.

Genetic variation helps a species survive change.
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