[ELTS Overview: Choices, Scores and Preparation

IELTS overview and dated official delivery checks; other skill topics require separate
teaching.
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Start with your actual purpose

m |ELTS assesses using English across four skills.
m Record the requirement for your exact course or purpose.

m This overview supports preparation and booking checks.
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Plan for four different kinds of work

m Listening: understand recordings and enter relevant answers.
m Reading: locate evidence and check answer instructions.

m Writing and Speaking: produce relevant, clear responses.



IELTS Overview: Choices, Scores and Preparation

Keep the overall score beside the skill profile

m Four section bands contribute to the overall average.
m Round the average to the nearest half band.

m Check every required skill minimum separately.
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Choose the required test and delivery

m Academic and General Training differ in Reading and Task 1.
m An Academic chart and a General Training letter need different practice.

m Check UKVI and other requirements through official guidance.
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A retake needs more than one low score

m ldentify the skill and the cause of its errors.
m Check retake eligibility, acceptance and timing.

m Improvement depends on learning evidence, not a fixed promise.
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Turn exam tips into a checked routine

m Practise the booked mode with official familiarisation material.
m Use timed work and feedback to select your next focus.

m Recheck requirements before the actual booking.
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Use the dated delivery update

m Fully paper-based delivery is changing by market.
m Check the official centre for your chosen place and date.

m The assessed skills remain the focus of preparation.
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Distinguish handwritten Writing from a full paper test

m Selected markets offer Writing on Paper within the computer test.
m Listening and Reading remain on computer.

m Check availability, UKVI exclusions and Writing retake mode.
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Make a requirement record

m Purpose: exact course, registration or other requirement.
m Test and scores: type, delivery, overall and each minimum.

m Timing and evidence: deadline, official page and date checked.



IELTS Overview: Choices, Scores and Preparation

Online and computer at a centre are different

m Delivery can affect acceptance for a particular purpose.
m Check the receiving organisation’s rule for I[ELTS Online.

m Do not infer acceptance from a familiar score format.
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Calculate a mean before comparing requirements

m Known: four section bands, each contributing equally.
m Add the bands and divide their sum by four.

m Apply rounding to the overall result, then check sections.
B+ Br+Bw+Bs 75+75+6.0+70

B=
4 4

7.0
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Overall success can still miss a section minimum

m Fictional course: overall 7.0 and every skill at least 6.5.
m Overall 7.0 meets the stated overall requirement.

m Writing 6.0 misses the stated Writing requirement.
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Rounding changes the overall report

m Known: section scores 6.5, 6.5, 6.5 and 7.5.
m Their mean is 6.75; the overall report rounds to 7.0.

m The four section scores remain unchanged.
BL+Br+Bw+Bs 6.5+6.5+6.5+7.5

B=
4 4

=6.75
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Check the date rule too

m A suitable score profile also needs acceptable evidence.
m |[ELTS recommends considering results valid for two years.

m Confirm the organisation’s rule and relevant date.
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A classroom percentage is not an official band

m Known: 12 correct answers from 20 classroom items.
m Calculate 60% for this exercise.

m Coverage and difficulty do not establish an IELTS conversion.

12
p— Ncorrect % 100% = % x 100% = 60%

Nitems
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Classify the error before doing more questions

m Instruction error: check the word limit and answer form.
m Evidence error: locate the supporting sentence or cue.

m Pacing or task error: rehearse the process with feedback.
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Use fresh evidence and appropriate feedback

m Record material, date, time, raw result and error types.
m Check new material after working on the cause.

m Writing and Speaking feedback needs the relevant criteria.
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Build five sessions around a learning decision

m Diagnose and practise a specific process.
m Produce a new response and review suitable feedback.

m Try fresh timed work, then choose the next focus.
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Keep the plan realistic

m Use manageable work periods around existing commitments.
m Maintain the other skills while addressing the main gap.

m A booking and an improvement are separate decisions.
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Allocate all sixty Writing minutes

m Both tasks need a relevant answer.
m Task 2 has twice the weight of Task 1.
m A 20/40 split includes planning, drafting and checking.
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Include planning and checking in the budget

m Task 1 example: 3 plan, 14 draft, 3 check.

m Task 2 example: 5 plan, 30 draft, 5 check.

m Change the teaching split if practice supports it.
T=t+t=(3+14+3)+ (5+30+5) = 60 minutes
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Recover when the first task runs long

m Known: 60 minutes total; Task 1 used 25.
m Remaining time is 35 minutes.
m Plan briefly, answer Task 2 and leave a final check.
Tremaining = Ttotal — Tused = 60 — 25 = 35 minutes
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Separate three retake checks

m Eligibility: original test, offering centre and current conditions.
m Acceptance: receiving organisation and exact purpose.

m Timing: retake window, results and application deadline.
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Keep both result forms and compare the route

m The new form combines the retaken skill with the other original scores.
m The official information permits choosing the original or new form.

m Acceptance, costs and preparation still need consideration.
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Pause: explain the first five answers

m Distinguish the current delivery choices and their acceptance.
m Calculate both overall scores and retain the section profiles.

m Explain why an old booking description needs a fresh check.
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Pause: explain the preparation decisions

m 12/20 is 60% on that classroom exercise.
m A word-limit error needs instruction and answer-form practice.

m After 25 Writing minutes, 35 remain for the second task.
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Check yourself

m Can you check type, delivery, every score and timing?
m Can you distinguish a diagnosis from a score prediction?

m Can you justify a preparation or retake decision with evidence?



