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3.1 The investigative study
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Objective
Prepare for the investigative study (internal assessment): choose a focused
question about a religion, gather primary and secondary evidence (including, where
possible, a visit or an interview with consent), analyse it, and present it fairly.

You must be able to:

• write a focused, answerable question about a religion
• plan research with primary and secondary sources
• interview or observe respectfully and with consent
• analyse evidence and diversity within a tradition
• reflect on the study and its limits

1 Key knowledge and worked examples

A focused question
Too wide: “What is Buddhism?” Focused: “How does the local Buddhist temple in [a
named city] celebrate Vesak, and what does it mean to members?” A good question
names one practice or belief, one community or source, and asks for meaning
or change.

Evidence
• Primary: a visit to a place of worship; an interview with an adherent or a leader

(with consent); the community’s own materials.
• Secondary: scholars’ books and articles; reliable encyclopedias of religion.
• Compare your local community with the wider tradition: is it typical?

Respect and ethics
Ask permission before visiting or recording; follow dress and behaviour rules; do not
use full names without consent; describe beliefs fairly, in the community’s own words.

Your teacher will give the format, word or time limit, and criteria from the guide.
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Worked example. A student interviewed three members of a gurdwara about the
langar. Two said it shows equality; one said it is mainly about service (seva). The
student linked both to the Guru Granth Sahib and to Guru Nanak’s teaching, and
noted that three people cannot represent all Sikhs.

2 Practice
2.1 State two features of a well-focused question for the investigative study. [2]

2.2 In the worked example, 2 of 3 interviewees linked the langar to equality. Calculate
the fraction as a percentage, and explain why the percentage should not be reported as
“67 % of Sikhs”. [3]

equality service

2.3 Explain two ethical rules for visiting a place of worship for the study, and why each
matters. [4]
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2.4 Explain how a student should use secondary sources to check the findings of a local
primary study. [6]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 (Investigative study style.) Plan an investigation on: “What does the festival of Eid
al-Fitr mean to members of [a named] mosque community?” Include sources, ethics,
analysis and a conclusion. [15]

question sources ethics analysis
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