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1.6 The TOK essay

Name: Class: Date: Total: 30 marks

KEY WORDS prescribed title • claim • counter-claim
• area of knowledge • implication

Objective
Prepare the TOK essay : choose one of the six prescribed titles, unpack it,
build claims and counter-claims with real examples in two areas of
knowledge, and reach a reasoned conclusion (1,600 words at most; 10 marks; two thirds
of the TOK grade).

You must be able to:

• unpack a prescribed title: key terms, assumptions, scope
• develop claims and counter-claims in two areas of knowledge
• choose specific, real examples
• evaluate and reach a conclusion with implications
• plan within 1,600 words

1 Key knowledge and worked examples

Unpacking a title
Sample title (written for practice): “The more evidence we have, the more
certain we can be.” Discuss with reference to two areas of knowledge.

• Key terms: evidence, certain: define them for your essay.
• Assumption: more evidence always means more certainty.
• Scope: two areas of knowledge, e.g. natural sciences and history.
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Structure (about 1,600 words)

part words (guide)
introduction: terms, approach 150
AOK 1: claim, example, counter-claim, example,
mini-conclusion

600

AOK 2: the same 600
conclusion: answer, implications, other perspectives 250

Good examples
Specific and real, not “for example, a scientist…”. Natural sciences: in 2011 the
OPERA experiment reported neutrinos faster than light; more checks found a loose
cable, so more evidence reduced certainty in the first result. History: new archives
after 1991 changed Cold War history.

Worked counter-claim. “Yet more evidence does not always help: in history, new
sources such as the Soviet archives raised new disagreements, because evidence must
still be interpreted.”

2 Practice
2.1 Identify one assumption in the title “The more evidence we have, the more certain
we can be.” [2]

2.2 The essay limit is 1,600 words. Using the guide in the panel, calculate the share of
the essay given to the two areas of knowledge together, and explain why the conclusion
should not be cut short. [3]

150 600 600 250
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2.3 Explain how the OPERA neutrino result (2011) can be used as an example in the
essay. [4]

2.4 Write a claim, counter-claim and mini-conclusion for history and the title
above. [6]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 (Essay-style.) Write a full plan for: “The more evidence we have, the more certain
we can be.” Discuss with reference to two areas of knowledge. [10]

claim counter-claim conclusion
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3.2 Explain two mistakes that weaken TOK essays. [5]
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