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Knowledge and the knower

Objective
Supported preparation: Turn first-order questions into knowledge questions; Build an
essay and an exhibition that argue them. This is original rehearsal, not completion of
the assessed task.

1 Key knowledge and worked examples
TOK toolkit. The knowledge question: second-order, open, contestable (about
knowing, not the thing known). Five areas compared by method: history (evidence
read), human sciences (models on people), natural sciences (experiment replicated),
arts (interpretation argued), mathematics (proof within axioms). Essay: unpack the
title, argue with counterclaims, two areas, perspectives, implications. Exhibition:
three real objects, one prompt, three different links. Worked: the ranking list; the
experts prompt.

2 Practice
2.1 What makes a question a KNOWLEDGE question (three features)? [3]

2.2 Name the five areas of knowledge. [5]
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2.3 Name the two assessment tasks and their weightings. [2]

2.4 Name the three essay failure modes. [3]

2.5 What must every exhibition object carry, and how many objects? [2]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 (Second-order style.) Turn the question “why did the bridge collapse?” into a knowl-
edge question, and justify the turn. [3]

3.2 (Areas style.) The same ranking list is read by a historian, a mathematician and a
human scientist. Draft the three reads. [6]
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3.3 (Exhibition style.) On the experts prompt, a student exhibits three objects that all
show experts REPLACED. Diagnose the weakness, and recommend a fix. [4]
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