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Performing theatre theory

Objective
Read a theorist five ways, translate one aspect into a performance principle with gen-
erative rules, build the solo piece as the theory’s experiment, and write the report with
video evidence (the solo theatre piece, HL only).

1 Key knowledge and worked examples
Solo-piece toolkit. Task facts: theorist not previously studied; one aspect; a solo
of 4–7 minutes maximum; a 2 500-word report plus sources; continuous unedited
video; 35% HL. Read the theorist: claim, vocabulary, context, practice, critics – the
choice rule is performable principles. Translate: aspect → principle → generative
rules → piece events (each event tests the principle; failure visible). Report: theorist
and theory; the aspect and why; the translation; the performance with evidence; the
evaluation with owned limits. Primary vs secondary sources. Worked: the presence
theorist’s direct address as encounter.

2 Practice
2.1 State the task’s five facts. [2]

2.2 Name the five ways a theorist is read. [2]

2.3 What is the theorist-choice rule? [2]
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2.4 Distinguish the aspect from the theory. [2]

2.5 What makes a solo piece the theory’s experiment rather than an illustration? [2]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 (Reading style.) A theorist claims theatre’s truth lives in the performer’s presence, not
representation. Draft the five-way read (claim, vocabulary, context, practice, critics). [6]

3.2 (Translation style.) From the aspect “direct address as encounter”, write the per-
formance principle and three generative rules, and name one piece event each rule pro-
duces. [6]
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3.3 (Evaluation style.) The piece ends with the performer asking the room to choose
THEM. Draft the evaluation’s evidence move and the owned limit. [4]
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