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Objective

Study late Qing China
the Self-Strengthening Movement
Rebellion, the late Qing reforms and the 1911 Revolution

You must be able to:

o explain the internal and external challenges facing the Qing after 1850
« assess the aims and limits of the Self-Strengthening Movement

o explain why the Hundred Days’ Reform failed

o explain the causes and results of the Boxer Rebellion

« evaluate the reasons for the fall of the Qing in 1911-12
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Total: 30 marks

(1860-1912) for HL Paper 3: the Taiping Rebellion,
, the Hundred Days’ Reform, the Boxer

©)

1 Key knowledge and worked examples

B Timeline

date event

1850-64 the Taiping Rebellion; estimates of the dead range from about 20
to 30 million

1856-60 the Second Opium War; British and French troops burn the
Summer Palace (1860)

1861 the Zongli Yamen, China’s first foreign office; Cixi becomes the
real power at court

1861-95 the Self-Strengthening Movement: arsenals, shipyards, the
Beiyang fleet, led by officials such as Zeng Guofan and Li
Hongzhang

1894-95 defeat by Japan; the Treaty of Shimonoseki

1898 the Hundred Days’ Reform of the Guangxu Emperor

and Kang Youwei, ended by Cixi

1899-1901 the Boxer Rebellion; the Boxer Protocol (1901): an indemnity of
450 million taels

1901-11 the late Qing (New Policy) reforms: the civil service exams
abolished (1905); New Army; plans for a constitution

1905 Sun Yat-sen’s Tongmenghui founded
10 Oct 1911  the Wuchang Uprising
12 Feb 1912 the last emperor, Puyi, abdicates

B Why reform failed

The Self-Strengthening leaders wanted “Chinese learning as the base, Western learn-
ing for use” (zhong ti zi yong ): Western weapons without changing the
Confucian state. Projects were run by regional officials, not a national plan; money
was short and some went elsewhere; the court resisted deeper change. The 1895 defeat
by Japan showed the limits.

The late Qing reforms after 1901 were real, but they came late: the New Army and
new schools produced officers and students who joined the revolution, and the plan
for a constitution gave more power to Manchu princes (“the princes’ cabinet”, 1911),
which angered reformers.

Worked causation. “The abolition of the exams in 1905 was meant to strengthen
the dynasty, but it removed the main link between the gentry and the Qing, so in
1911 many gentry supported the provinces against Beijing.”
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2 Practice 3 Exam-style questions

2.1 Explain the meaning of “Chinese learning as the base, Western learning for use”. [2 3.1 (Paper 3 style.) Evaluate the reasons for the fall of the Qing dynasty in 1911-
1912. (15]

2.2 The Boxer Protocol (1901) set an indemnity of 450 million taels, to be paid over 39

years. Calculate the average payment per year without interest, and explain one effect

of the indemnity on the Qing. 3] revolutionaries

450 million taels

< >
< >

39 years, 1902 to 1940

2.3 Explain two reasons why the Hundred Days’ Reform of 1898 failed. [4

2.4 Assess the success of the Self-Strengthening Movement, 1861-1895. 6]
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