
INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE · IB DIPLOMA ·
GLOBAL POLITICS · SL • EXERCISE SHEET

2.4 The Paper 2 essay

Name: Class: Date: Total: 30 marks

KEY WORDS real-world example • perspective • judgement • thesis

Objective
Bring the core and the thematic studies together in the Paper 2 essay: unpack the
question, choose concepts and real-world examples , build an argument with
perspectives , and reach a judgement .

You must be able to:

• unpack an essay question: command term, key concepts and scope
• choose real-world examples that are specific and recent
• link the four key concepts (power, sovereignty, legitimacy, interdependence) to a the-

matic question
• write an argument paragraph with a counter-argument
• reach a supported judgement

1 Key knowledge and worked examples

Five steps
1. Unpack: underline the command term (discuss, evaluate, to what extent), the

concepts and the limits of the question.
2. Define the key concepts in your introduction, and state your thesis.
3. Examples: use two or three specific cases: name the actors, the place, the year,

a number.
4. Perspectives: show how different actors (states, IGOs, NGOs, people affected)

see the issue.
5. Judgement: answer the question, and say why one side is stronger.
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Weak and strong evidence

weak strong
“Some countries
ignore human
rights.”

“The ICC issued an arrest warrant for Vladimir Putin in
March 2023, but Russia is not a member and he has not
been arrested.”

“Aid helps
development.”

“Under-five deaths fell sharply between 1990 and 2015, the
period of the Millennium Development Goals.”

Paragraph frame
Point (linked to the question) → concept → example with detail → explanation →
counter-point → mini-judgement.

Worked paragraph start. “Interdependence limits the power of states to protect
rights, because trade partners often avoid criticism: for example, …”

2 Practice
2.1 Unpack this question: “To what extent is the legitimacy of a state dependent on its
protection of human rights?” Name the command term, two key concepts and one limit
of the question. [2]

2.2 Rewrite this weak piece of evidence into a strong one: “Some peacekeeping missions
fail.” [3]

2.3 Explain how two of the four key concepts can be used in an essay on “development
and sustainability”. [4]

the question

power sovereignty

legitimacy interdependence
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2.4 Write one argument paragraph, with a counter-point, for: “Non-state actors are now
more important than states in global politics.” [6]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 (Paper 2 style.) “International organizations have little power to solve global prob-
lems.” Discuss with reference to two global problems. [15]

climate change

health

conflict
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