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Global interactions

Objective
Analyse global networks and power relations, apply the development and diversity mea-
sures, and evaluate global risks against resilience and governance (HL extension: global
interactions).

1 Key knowledge and worked examples
HL toolkit. Flows: goods (exports ≈ 25% of world output), capital, information
(60%+ of humanity online), people. Networks: nodes, links, position as power. Power:
core–semi-periphery–periphery; TNCs, outsourcing; counter-flows (remittances >
FDI to LMICs). Development: HDI (0–1: health, schooling, income); Gender In-
equality Index; capability. Diversity: homogenisation vs glocalisation; indigenous
reassertion. Risks: pandemic (2020 world GDP ≈ −3%), financial, geopolitical, cli-
mate; supply-chain fragility. Governance: UN, WTO, civil society; 17 SDGs.

2 Practice
2.1 Name the four global flows with one example of each. [2]

2.2 Explain what a node and a link are in a global network, and why network position
is power. [2]
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2.3 Distinguish the core from the periphery in the core–periphery model by function,
with one example pair. [2]

2.4 State the three dimensions of the HDI and why GNI per head alone is an incomplete
guide. [2]

2.5 Distinguish homogenisation from glocalisation, with one example of each. [2]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 (Analyse style.) A TNC closes a design office in a core city and outsources rou-
tine coding to a semi-periphery country, keeping branding and research at headquarters.
Analyse this decision using the core–periphery model and one counter-flow. [6]

3.2 (Risks style.) Explain how a single chokepoint (a canal, a strait, a chip plant)
becomes a global risk, and name one resilience state-scale measure and one network-scale
measure. [4]
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3.3 (Governance style.) Why can no single state secure development and climate goals
alone? Answer using global governance and the SDGs. [3]
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