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Objective
Practise applying theory to ethnographic material: read the same case through different
theories, compare what each reveals and hides, and write an HL theory essay.

You must be able to:

• read one case through three theories
• compare what each theory reveals and hides
• connect theory to the key concepts
• choose ethnographies that fit a theory question
• plan an HL theory essay

1 Key knowledge and worked examples

One case, three theories
Case (written for practice): in a fishing village, young men now leave to work on
container ships for nine months a year. They send money home; families build concrete
houses; the yearly boat-blessing festival has become larger and more expensive.

theory what it sees
functionalism the festival keeps the community together while men are

away
interpretive the bigger festival and new houses mean success and

belonging; they are read as statements
political economy global shipping and low wages pull men out; remittances tie

the village to world markets
practice theory men and families adjust their habits (habitus) to a new life,

changing the village slowly
feminist women now run boats, money and ritual in the men’s

absence: gender roles change
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Worked judgement. No theory is complete: political economy explains why the
men leave; interpretive and feminist approaches explain what the change means and
who carries it.

2 Practice
2.1 Explain what a functionalist would say about the larger boat-blessing festival. [2]

2.2 A sailor earns US$1,200 a month for nine months and sends home 60 % of his pay.
Calculate how much he sends in a year, and explain how a political-economy approach
would interpret this flow of money. [3]

ship: pay
60 % home

family

2.3 Explain how a feminist approach would study the village. [4]
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2.4 Compare what an interpretive approach and a political-economy approach each
reveal and hide about the village. [6]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 (Paper 3 style.) Compare and contrast how two theoretical approaches explain
change in a community. Refer to ethnographic material. [15]

village
ship
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