Particles
HSK 6

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

£ (whether or not)

B An application form

e The form asks a yes-or-no question about your previous applications.

. HHHEBREHHEEAEWME., — “Please state whether you have applied for this

programme before.”

B B + verb = whether or not
. E@ = “whether (or not)”, the formal form of B2AE: BEFE, £ESM, &%

It goes before the verb or adjective.

%“"ﬂ?ﬁﬁl»ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬂo

qing gao su wo men nin shi fou can jia
Word guide: i — please; 451ff — tell; F{] — us; & — you; =245 — whether; Zj1 — will
attend.

74 whether (formal 2F2&)

verb who question word

\E N = \E\
158 & =G FRISE A E
ging shuoming nin shiféu shénging guo bén xiangmu

please state you whether have applied before

B Questions and embedded questions

o Direct: BRBBREXAMHR? — “Do you agree with this proposal?”
o Embedded: AHGEMEEBSFK . — “I don’t know whether he’ll come.”

BAMEMRESK.
wo b zhi dao ta shi fou hui ldi
Word guide: 3, — I; A~ — don’t; FIiE — know; fii — he; 27 — whether; £ — will; 3¢ —

come.
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B No i, no second negative

o J&1% already makes it a question: 25 [FE? | not BE15 [F) =N ?

« Do not add R after it: &7/, not & 75 A A& (unless you really mean “whether
you disagree”).

B B versus 2/ and FEH

o & /NJ2 is the spoken form: /RIENERT?

o HETS = whether (one) can, also formal: FE{SHRIN 52 MBI E .

BB PRI S8 BUE A S -

néng fou an shi wan chéng hdi bi qué ding

Word guide: BE7S — whether we can; 5} — on time; 5€ 5 — finish; A — still; A —
not; fifi%E — certain.

B Recap
o B7A + verb = whether (or not) (formal JZ2AJ2); no ' with it.
e fHEYS = whether one can.

Practise this pattern step by step.

... 57 (whether ... or not)

B Success depends on it

o A coach explains what really decides a match.

o WEFIISR, BET RIS, — “Whether the match succeeds or not depends

on everyday training.”

B Verb / Adj + 5% = whether ... or not

o X 5% = whether X or not, placed after the word: I 5%, FE 54, GG
7.

o It is formal and usually works as a topic or object.

FIRE®, FHRRELR.

tong yi yu fou qing jin kuai hui fu

Word guide: [F]& — agree; 575 — or not; i — please; R — soon; [H]5&F — reply.

A 57: whether or not A

question word link thing

LEBERINS S BURTF FESRIIILR

bisai chénggong yuféu qujué yu pingshi de xunlian

whether the match succeeds depends on everyday training
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" With BorT, XR3, ~NE
o HTHRIEWER, XEPILEHE. — “Whether the method is correct affects the result.”
o AEWRERSE, #ESH. — “Whether you like it or not, you have to finish.”

AEREREE, BETER.

bu, gudan ni xi huan yiu fou dou yao wdn chéng

Word guide: A4 — regardless of; #R — you; B4 — like it; 545 — or not; #f — still; B
— must; 5% — finish.

B Two-syllable words, formal style

o 5715 follows the predicate or issue being considered. Two-syllable examples are
common, but syllable count alone does not decide whether the phrase is grammat-
ical.

o In speech, use A-not-A: WA /| BEAEIK.

B 5% versus 2%

o 15 goes before the verb: J&75 L.

o 57 goes after it: I 57. Both mean “whether or not”; 5745 often makes a
noun-like topic.

BE BB HE .

shi fou chéng gong hai bu zhi dao

Word guide: J&7% — whether; B3] — succeed; it — still; A — not; HIiE — known.
B Recap

« X 5% = whether X or not, following the predicate or issue; common in formal
topics.
o 15 goes before the verb; speech uses A-not-A.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Noun + Z + Noun (a literary H])

B A literary title

e You see a museum banner introducing a famous city.

. BEZRPEALEHZ—,F «“ HHFNRKEEZ— 7 ZF. — “Xi’an is one of China’s

ancient capitals and is called one of the world’s four great ancient capitals.”

® Noun + 2 + Noun = a literary §J

o Z links a modifier to a noun in formal or classical style: H[E 2 fz (China’s great-
est), INZ % (the road to success).

o It appears in fixed phrases and titles more than in everyday speech.

BN Z B o
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chéng gong zhi lu
Word guide: ¥ — success; 2 — of; % — the road.

... Z—: one of (a literary title)

where verb thing link
(o] =
i q = PERSER Z—
Xi'an shi Zhonggud de gudd zhi yi
Xi‘an is China's ancient capitals one of

B Fixed phrases you’ll meet

o Z— = one of; Z[A] = between; Z R / ZJ5 = before / after; Z FfPA = the reason
why.

e JEHZ— — “one of the reasons”; AR Z 8] — “between friends”.
R Z B EEARE B .

péng you zhi jian yao hu xiang bang zhu

Word guide: A& — friends; 22 [8] — between; % — should; HAH — each other; H5 B —
help.

B Written style

« Do not replace every f{J with 22 in speech; 2 -5 sounds archaic. Say F 5.
o Z often sits between two-syllable words or in four-character set phrases: —4F2

ETH.

B > versus [

e 1Y is the everyday link: H[E )& HR.
o Z is the literary one, kept in titles and set phrases: H1[E 2 & — “Window on
China”.

—EZIHETE.

yi nidn zht ji zai yu chun

Word guide: —4F — the year’s; 2 — of; i1 — plan; 7T — lies in; # — spring.
B Recap

e Noun + Z + Noun = literary [}, in titles and set phrases.

e Fixed: Zz—, Z 8], ZHI, ZJ)5; everyday speech uses [].

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Statement + W (self-evident)

B Of course it’s crowded

e Your friend complains about the crowds at the shopping mall on a Saturday.
o FEIXRWK, AMREL., — “Well, it’s the weekend — of course it’s crowded.”

B Statement + W = it’s obvious

o WK at the end of a statement presents it as obvious, a reason the listener should
accept.

e It can also follow a topic before the comment: J&ZRW, ...

fRHRAIIK, ARBMIEH.

ta shi zin lai de ma bu shi xv hén zhéng chang

Word guide: fili — he; J& — is; T — new; 3K — arrived; W — (after all); A — not; ZK

familiar; 8 — very; 1% — normal.

W§: it's obvious (of course)

link who verb
= W oR 52
JEY AR I A SA%
zhoumo ma rén dangran dud
it's the weekend, after all people of course it's busy

B Explaining and gentle urging

o Explaining: T, H— R JLBIEE. — “It’s handmade, after all - of course
it’s a bit pricey.”

o Urging: PR JUBE! — “Come on, hurry up!” (softly insistent)

F LA, Bt—RILRIER.

shou gong zuo de ma gui yi dianr hén zhéng chdng
Word guide: FT. — by hand; fi{ — made; W — (after all); 5t — expensive; — 5 JL — a
bit; ff — very; 1E%5 — normal.

B X is not I

o N4 asks a yes/no question; Wif states something obvious. {RHIENG? asks; VRHITE
I means “you know that, obviously”.

o Iff is casual; leave it out of formal writing.
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B B versus I and M
o I suggests or guesses: ENME / g & ITNE?
o I shrugs: “that’s all there is to it”: ANzl

AEHFEM

bt hui jiu zué bei

Word guide: A~ — don’t; £ — know how; i — then; 2% — learn; Wl — (simple).
B Recap

« Statement + B = it’s obvious, after all; also gentle urging (5 JLUK).
« Not a question (13); casual only.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Sentence + Ml (a casual shrug)
B Simple as that

e Your friend worries she doesn’t know how to cook the dish for the party.
o ANEEREM, CAME., — “If you don’t know how, just learn — it’s not hard.”

B Sentence + Ml = obviously, that’s all

o M (bei) ends a sentence with a shrug: the answer is simple, no big deal.
o Common with g AAHZ 5] M.

FAEERBIE.

bu xidng qu jiu bié qu bei
Word guide: A — don’t; A8 — want to; % — go; % — then; %] — don’t; % — go; Ml —
(simple).

M: just do it, simple

not link verb
P Sh 4 3
r= LA X AHE
bd hui jil xué bei you bu nan
can't do it? just learn, then it's not hard
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B Casual answers
o A: FRATTEWEILIZ? B: BEfEM, - “Wherever, doesn’t matter.”
o MAKBETM, - “If he’s not coming, so be it.”

BE .

sui bian bet

Word guide: Ffif — whatever; Ml — (no big deal).
B Very casual, can sound dismissive

e Ml can sound careless or impatient; avoid it with teachers or in formal situations.
« [t is a statement, never a question: no question mark.

B Il versus W and I

o Uf = it’s obvious (explaining): FRK, AZ.

o Ml = no big deal (shrugging): AZik AL M. Y = suggestion: M.
AZHAL M.

rén duo jiu rén duo bei

Word guide: A — people; £ — many; 5t — (so be it); A\ — people; £ — many; Ml —
(whatever).

B Recap

« Sentence + Ml = no big deal, that’s all there is to it (casual shrug).

o Often with 3f; can sound dismissive; W explains, M suggests.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

Choose a pattern, cover its teaching examples, and attempt its questions. Use the
labels to find feedback in the separate key.

B B (whether or not)

0501.1 Complete (form): “Please state whether you need a receipt.” iFULHE ........
0501.2 Which is correct?

. A BEFER

. B EIT{,J\I_‘]%]]E&?

. C. 1R

e D. B?FI—J CHE?

0501.3 Build: “I don’t know whether he’ll come.”

Arrange all chunks: 23k, / FAHE /b / 25
0501.4 2 A /& is the spoken equivalent of &7
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True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0501.5 The form asks a yes-or-no question about your previous applications. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

® . 5% (whether ... or not)

0502.1 Complete: “Whether it succeeds or not depends on training.” i3] ........, B
2 ]| S

0502.2 Which word order is correct for 2757

o A RIIRES

« B. @IS E

« C. et

« D. 2E )

0502.3 Build: “Whether you like it or not, you must finish.”
Arrange all chunks: , / #% /| RERER ST | 520
0502.4 In speech, B AFIK is more natural than =X 515.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0502.5 A coach explains what really decides a match. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

® Noun + Z + Noun (a literary Fj)

0503.1 Complete: “one of the reasons” J&[A ........ —

0503.2 Which sounds most natural in conversation?

o AL X2

« B.XEziks.

o C.iXEhzih.

o D. XE2FKA,

0503.3 Match each phrase to its meaning.
L. ZId]
1. 2w
L 25
1. 22—

e A. one of
B. before
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o C. after

e D. between

0503.4 7 is common in titles and set phrases.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0503.5 You see a museum banner introducing a famous city. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Statement + B (self-evident)

0504.1 Complete: “It’s handmade, after all — of course it’s pricey.” FTALHT wvee.ne,
U URIEH

0504.2 Which is a yes/no question?

o A RHIEWK.

o B ARAEM,

o C.ARALENG?

o D. JEIKWK.

0504.3 Build: “It’s the weekend — of course it’s crowded.”
Arrange all chunks: JEARWK / 4KkZ. /, / A

0504.4 5 JLWK! is a soft, insistent urging.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0504.5 Your friend complains about the crowds at the shopping mall on a Saturday.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Sentence + Ml (a casual shrug)

0505.1 Shrug: “If you don’t want to go, just don’t.” AFEEHE s
0505.2 In which situation is Ml least appropriate?

o A. Chatting with a close friend

« B. Replying to a classmate’s text

o C. Answering a question from your teacher in class

e D. Joking with a sibling

0505.3 Build: “If he’s not coming, so be it.”

Arrange all chunks: Ml, / 55T / fAK

0505.4 Ml can end a question.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.
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0505.5 Your friend worries she doesn’t know how to cook the dish for the party. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

A fresh situation
R1. Interpret and repair. A learner adds g to ##fiAE A S M and expects a
straightforward indirect whether clause. Improve it.

R2. Use it yourself. Ask whether a plan is feasible using s&77 and then express the
same issue with 545.

Write your responses before opening the key. Compare meaning as well as form; a
different valid answer need not copy the model.
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Answers and explanations

Check after your attempt. For open tasks, compare the message and the stated criteria,
then revise one detail.

B 2% (whether or not)

0501.1 27

=1 + verb.

0501.2 C. &G E?

&1 already makes the question; no Mg,
0501.3 FAFAMM R K .
Embedded question with J&45.

0501.4 True.

True. &7 (“whether”) is formal and written: ;272 l. In speech the same meaning

is expressed by the affirmative-negative form Jg A& (or ZMASN).

0501.5 One possible response: Ui B ZE 8 HIF S ATH .

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 27 already makes it a question: B [A]E? |, not G275 b 2=NL?

« Do not add A after it: 277 [A]E, not &7 A A& (unless you really mean “whether
you disagree”).

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B . 5% (whether ... or not)

0502.1 57

X 57 = whether X or not.

0502.2 D. 27 i1

15 goes before the verb; 575 goes after.
0502.3 NEMRER ST, HRETEM.
AE X H5&K, # ..

0502.4 True.

True. 545 (“or not”) is formal and written (F¥575). In speech you use the
affirmative-negative question: fREAEIK?

0502.5 One possible response: LI 5%, BT FrE)14:.

Check meaning and form:
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o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 57 follows the predicate or issue being considered. Two-syllable examples are
common, but syllable count alone does not decide whether the phrase is grammat-
ical.

o In speech, use A-not-A: AT /| BEAFIX.
e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

® Noun + Z + Noun (a literary Fj)

0503.1

Z— = one of.

0503.2 D. X2 45.

Z is the classical, written equivalent of f}). In conversation you say X &Fk 45, 2
survives mainly in titles and set phrases.

0503.3 1-D: 7 Ji] = between; 2-B: Z HJ = before; 3-C: Z 5 = after; 4-A: 72— =
one of

Fixed phrases with literary 7.

0503.4 True.

True. 2 appears in titles, slogans and fixed expressions: I i, —FE2Z ITHETH.
In ordinary sentences F is used.

0503.5 One possible response: PiZ72 1 EW 2 —, H « R U KEEHZ —
) Z%o

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Do not replace every {Y with 2 in speech; 22 45 sounds archaic. Say F&H) 4.

e Z often sits between two-syllable words or in four-character set phrases: —4F 2
WETH.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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B Statement + B (self-evident)
0504.1 I

I presents the reason as obvious.
0504.2 C. /RHEENS?

N asks; Wik states the obvious.
0504.3 AWK, NUKRZ.

Topic + W, then the comment.
0504.4 True.

True. After a request, I makes it softer and slightly coaxing while still insistent:
sJLWK! “Come on, hurry up!”

0504.5 One possible response: &K, AN49K%.

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o g asks a yes/no question; Wi states something obvious. {REITENL? asks; YRHAE
I means “you know that, obviously”.

o Iff is casual; leave it out of formal writing.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Sentence + Ml (a casual shrug)

0505.1 1l

Ml = no big deal.

0505.2 C. Answering a question from your teacher in class
Ml can sound careless with superiors.

0505.3 fBASKRiE Tl

Sentence + M.

0505.4 False.

False. M ends a statement, often a suggestion or an “obviously” remark: ANZxgift=#Ml
“If you can’t, just learn it.” It is not a question particle.

0505.5 One possible response: A2l R

Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o M can sound careless or impatient; avoid it with teachers or in formal situations.
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o It is a statement, never a question: no question mark.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Fresh-situation answers

Rl. iHWHIANESG SN, B already embeds whether to participate inside the re-
quest. A direct alternative is /RZ 1?7 The two structures should not be stacked
mechanically.

R2. One possible response. i I8 XM RIEH AT, HIHEX NI RIATITS
75 . Both ask about feasibility without asserting it. 54 follows the predicate; &4
precedes it.

Recall later. Later, turn a direct yes-no question into two indirect whether construc-
tions.
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