HSK 5 Grammar 24: Comparing similar adverbs

HSK 5 &% and £2%, taught from the reviewed topic handout; classroom
examples, not official exam items.
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Two words for ‘often’

Job BE g%

adverb before a verb s dethekk FIE. HBINZEESINE
it
adjective + BJ + noun not possible: BHEHR L£EME  ZKENY
% 1%
not often e ge

Use the evidence

Before a verb the two overlap and usually swap freely. Before Y and a noun, only &
= works.
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Habit as a noun, habit as an action

Describing a noun — Z&EH) Describing an action — either adverb

FIREBERHEER IR, W IREEERE.
IR R ERE.
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Where As goes changes the meaning

Negate ‘often’ I RERZEIR. He does not often eat breakfast.
Negate the verb i EEARIZE{K. He often skips breakfast.
Same with @EMEERIZRIR. - AEERE. XNEHGI.

Decision

Decide whether you are negating ‘often’ or negating the verb.
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Your turn: a regular problem

Traffic jams are a regular problem in this city. Which sentence is natural?

N EERXERTEEERIEE.
B EERXERTHEEREE.
@ BEEXERTAEERIE.
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Your turn: half her mornings

Your turn

About half of Mei's mornings include breakfast and half do not. Skipping it is
frequent. Which sentence fits?

BAEERIR.
B BEERCRR.
BAEELRR.



HSK 5 Grammar 24: Comparing similar adverbs

Answers: often

A regular problem % 2% i T2 % A1,
Frequent skipping 188 E RIZEIR.

Grandpa’s walk B IREHT RFFELENE.
Not often at the café }kAEEWMHHEZES .

Decision

Before a verb, either adverb; before fJ and a noun, &% for ‘not often’, A% or AL
lH.l.|

5.
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Check yourself

Your turn

Working overtime is a regular thing at this company, but she herself does not often
stay late. Which pair is natural?

N MMERZRRAAEENE, FIpAERBIRE.
B MERZRRAAEENE, FTIAEEEERE.
@ MMERZRRAFAELENE, FIEELEERE.
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