HSK 5 Grammar 15: If” statements

HSK 5 {B&l, 77— and RYiE for conditions, taught from the reviewed topic
handout; classroom examples, not official exam items.
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Three ways to say ‘if’

Marker Tone Example

2 ..., deliberate, often formal {BRINKBE ZETE, KHIDRE
o EREFE.

H— ... E aslim but worrying F—il{rRB s EaEEAT?
V%14 chance

------ HIIE soft and spoken REBBETHIE, RIMN—EXE
...... e,

Use the evidence

All three set a condition. Tone, likelihood and the marker’s position are what change.
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fEzan , Ff ..... suppose

B The frame {0 + statement , Fi + result. {i suggests ‘suppose'
An unreal condition [RINKBE LA E, KMIEXMIRESHIEFTE. If | had

more time, | would write it more clearly.

An undecided condition I T RIEIZENL, RESEEMRATBEXGFH
T

Decision

R and ER are the everyday choices; {23 leans formal, at home in articles,
proposals and speeches.
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J3—: one in ten thousand

Worry — F— ... E4T7? Precaution — F— ... , backup
HITATBRE—THER, T—HEER HEFT X, T—HERZRE
BIEEAD? T, HIEtHASE.

What if you left it at the hotel? In case the computer breaks, the data is

safe.
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When is it T—7

Slim chance of trouble # _E##RiEL, F—HHEEA—HER ? Worth preparing

for.
Ordinary, likely chance THRYIE, FATMAESKMIR . Likely rain simply moves
the plan.

The test Does the chance feel tiny, and is the result unwelcome? Then JF—.

Decision

HMER can carry bad news too; the extra force of J7— is that the chance feels tiny.
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HY3E: the closing bracket

The frame (318 or EE +) condition + BJIE, result.
Bare condition (RSB THIE, KI—ELXEIPEHPHTEZE.
With I8 and IR MNIEERREHE, HEITHBX.

Wrong places HJiE inside the result, or before the condition, is wrong.

HYIE closes the condition; Hf, if used, stays with the result.
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Your turn: which if?

Chatting with a roommate: rain is likely, and the plan is simply to cook at home.
Which sentence fits best?

M THANE, IV ERMIR.
B A—TH. ERXFETELN
@ RMAXTRE, SWHKELF.
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Your turn: where does HJiE go?

Which sentence puts the spoken ‘if’ marker in the right place?

N REFSLEE, MIBFAXL.
B REE4, FIEEFEEXRL.
@ BNERREES, SIEHEPXLE.
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Answers: tone and place

The roommate chat TRHIE, FKITMESK MR . Spoken, likely, no emergency.
The window {R5EF4RIIE, BIEE AKX L. BJIE closes the condition.

The quiet office FMDAERFF—m, KOS XRHMES TXMITXI.

The last bus F—{R$&E T HRMEE LI ?

Decision

The J5— option in the first item worries about food; the {2 #ll option moves a formal
meeting.



HSK 5 Grammar 15: If” statements

Check yourself

You pack an umbrella in case the weather suddenly changes. Which sentence fits?

HIERIE, T—RATmE ?
B HHELE, ROTRAEHR TR
A—HEE, RETREAR?



