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Adjectives
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Adj + BAEBT (extremely)

B Good news prompts a strong reaction

o A student has won a place on a team and is delighted.
o WEMEARET ., — The speaker describes very strong happiness.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Adj + BAH/T (extremely). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RN ET

ta gao xing de bu dé lido

Word guide: il — he; B2% — happy; 5415 T — extremely.
B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, HMEMB AR T . : The speaker describes very strong
happiness.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o The intensifier follows the adjective.
o It is expressive speech, not a measured level of emotion.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker describes very strong happiness.

o The intensifier follows the adjective. It is expressive speech, not a measured level
of emotion.
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B Try it with help closed

A student has won a place on a team and is delighted. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: i %5 AE T,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The intensifier follows the adjective.

o It is expressive speech, not a measured level of emotion.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Adj + B (very)

B Describe a surprisingly quiet room

e You enter a room that is much quieter than expected.

o X)LEHEM. — 51F intensifies the adjective after it.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Adj + MR (very). Locate it in the original inter-
linear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XILEZBBM.

zher an jing de hén

Word guide: iX J|, — here; ZZ## — quiet; 1548 — very.
B Read examples in context

 In the opening example, X JLZEEM . : F1H intensifies the adjective after it.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

® Know the boundary

o fRZH and ZE#5R can describe the same room.
o Emphasis depends on delivery; there is no fixed numerical difference.

HSK 5 ¢ 1 Adjectives @



B Use the distinction

o f534R intensifies the adjective after it.

o R and SR can describe the same room. Emphasis depends on deliverys;
there is no fixed numerical difference.

B Try it with help closed

You enter a room that is much quieter than expected. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: X JLZZE AR .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o fRZER and ZEHE1E can describe the same room.

o Emphasis depends on delivery; there is no fixed numerical difference.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Adj + T + (—) ®JL (a bit too)

B A size is beyond what you wanted

o A shirt fits loosely and you would prefer a smaller one.

o XAEKIRAKT £JL. — The shirt is a little too big for the intended fit.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Adj + T + (—) &JL (a bit too). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XARRKT R JL.

zhé jian yi fu da le didnr

Word guide: X — this; {: — (measure word); A&t — clothes; & — big; fiJL — a bit.
B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, XAKIRK T &K JL. : The shirt is a little too big for the
intended fit.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

e The judgment depends on the desired size.
o K can express a similar concern, without the same form.

B Use the distinction

o The shirt is a little too big for the intended fit.
o The judgment depends on the desired size. f J5 K can express a similar concern,
without the same form.

B Try it with help closed

A shirt fits loosely and you would prefer a smaller one. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: X{FARRK T &L,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The judgment depends on the desired size.

o K can express a similar concern, without the same form.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

EHR + Noun (have plenty of)

B Reassure someone about a shortage

o A friend worries that you lack time, but the afternoon is free.
o« BRATBEHRBTE. — The speaker stresses that there is plenty of time.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is & + Noun (have plenty of). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RAVE =BT
wo men you de shi shi jian
Word guide: 4] — we; H 2 — have plenty of; B}[A] — time.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, AT H K EBIE, : The speaker stresses that there is
plenty of time.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o K& reassures or emphasises abundance.
o It does not give an exact quantity or promise that time is unlimited.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker stresses that there is plenty of time.

o HHJE reassures or emphasises abundance. It does not give an exact quantity or
promise that time is unlimited.

B Try it with help closed

A friend worries that you lack time, but the afternoon is free. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: 1A 12 HE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 2 reassures or emphasises abundance.

o It does not give an exact quantity or promise that time is unlimited.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Adverbs
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Advanced # (already / even)

B The group is still working at midnight

o A teammate looks at the clock: #Z3+ 57T, B RFEMIE! — “It is already twelve;
let us continue tomorrow!” #[ presents the time as later than the speaker expected
or wanted.

o Compare FA1HRH T — “We have all arrived.” The same character can express a
reached point, “even,” or “all”; read what it applies to.

B Emphasise a point already reached

o # + time or reached state + T often adds surprise, urgency or another

evaluation: &S+ 57T / W T .
o B4+ 5T also reports that it is already twelve. #J often adds emphasis, but
the exact attitude depends on the context and voice.

H+—mT!
dou shi er didn le

Word guide: [ — already; + 5 — twelve.

B Put an unexpected item in focus
o 2B IRANZ AT, — “He is so anxious that he cannot even eat.” FEating is
presented as something you would normally expect him to manage.

o X AT EAIARA 2. — “Cannot even solve such an easy question.” This use is
not a clock-time statement and does not mean all questions.

HSK 5 « 2 Adverbs ®



b BABEIEAT

ta ji de fan dou chi bu xia

Word guide: ftf — he; 2454 — so anxious that; 7k — food; #B — even; HZAF — cannot
eat.

B Check the item before #f
o FRATHERFK T refers to every member of the relevant “we” group. E/NZEHLE T
singles out Xiao Li as an unexpected participant: “Even Xiao Li came.”

o #B does not always begin the sentence. {R#EE T and FKATHEHK T put the topic or
subject before it; do not copy one time expression into every sentence pattern.

B Contrast a reached point with an ongoing state
o #t T can remind a friend that it is already late. fif7E T/ENE says he is

still working; the state continues.

o Both can appear in one exchange: #3+ & 7T, MiffE LIENE. — “It is already
twelve, and he is still working.” The words contribute different information.

B Choose the meaning from the whole sentence
o Identify the relevant group, reached point or unexpected item. Then translate the
relation instead of replacing every #f with “all.”

o To express a complaint or surprise accurately, keep the context. The character
alone does not prove that the speaker is angry.

FRATHERE T all of us. #+ 5 7T already twelve, with emphasis. X A faj B IR
NElf: cannot even solve this easy question. Read the scope and context.

B Try it with help closed
Recall the situation: The group is still working at midnight. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: #3+ —57T!
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o FRATHERA T refers to every member of the relevant “we” group. #HE/NEHEHK T
singles out Xiao Li as an unexpected participant: “Even Xiao Li came.”
o #B does not always begin the sentence. YRt T~ and FAJENK T put the topic
or subject before it; do not copy one time expression into every sentence pattern.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Advanced 3£ ... g

B Someone is sleeping next door
o A friend speaks loudly. You say /NgE 5, BIATERECIE. — “Keep your voice down;
he is still sleeping.” The continuing state is a reason for the reminder.

e iA .. g can draw attention to a state, but another spoken pattern can evaluate a
claimed role ironically. These are related-looking forms with different uses.

B Remind the listener that a state continues
o Use subject + #& + predicate + Wg: fMiAfEMEGIE / BHEA IR, e draws
attention to the point in this exchange; it is not a past-tense marker.

o [Ff[E]IA R can reassure someone who is rushing: “It is still early”” The state
meaning comes from the sentence, while context and voice shape the tone.

I} TR EL U -
shijian hdi zdo ne

Word guide: Bf[d] — time; 34 — still; K. — early.

B Recognise an ironic evaluation

e In a critical exchange, i & FIE, HEXEA#E . means roughly “An expert,
supposedly — yet you do not even understand this.” It challenges the performance
expected of that role.

e Do not read this as “still an expert” in the same way as “still sleeping.” It can be
sharp criticism, not automatically friendly teasing.

B Compare the two complete exchanges
o /NEEE, fIATEHEVCE draws attention to an ongoing activity. v % I, EXA™
HEAE contrasts a claimed role with disappointing performance.

o IAPLIR is also a context-dependent spoken response, often like “Do not even men-
tion it.” Do not build a universal translation from that short phrase alone.
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B Keep word order and context separate
o For the ongoing-state pattern, place if before the predicate and g at the end: fif,
INEREDEIE . Keep the activity or state that the listener needs to notice.

o A different ending can make a different sentence rather than a broken one. fhif¥F
BEDEND? is a question about whether he is still sleeping;; it is not the same reminder.

B Interpret before imitating the tone

o Identify whether the speaker points to a continuing state or evaluates a claim. Use
the words around the pattern to justify your choice.

o When giving a considerate reminder, state the situation clearly. Do not use an
ironic role comment when your goal is simply to explain why someone should be
quiet.

Still sleeping: ongoing state. “An expert, supposedly”: ironic evaluation in the stated
context. lJg is not a tense marker, and the pattern does not guarantee a friendly tone.

B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Someone is sleeping next door. Decide what the speaker wanted

to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in

Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with

the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: Bf[a]if I,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o /NFE R, MIALEREYE R draws attention to an ongoing activity. A% ZIg, EIX
NERAE contrasts a claimed role with disappointing performance.

o WPLIE is also a context-dependent spoken response, often like “Do not even
mention it.” Do not build a universal translation from that short phrase alone.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

& (always / keep on)
B The same teammate keeps arriving late

o After several late arrivals, you say il £11R %], — “He is always late.” You describe
a repeated pattern, possibly with frustration.

o Compare fBERIRE] T—IK — “He was late once yesterday.” One reported event
is different from a habit.
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B Describe a recurring pattern

o In this use, subject + & + predicate often works like i /&: b EIRF] / fib 5
iR E,

o Give a suitable time or situation boundary: J&A S HES|H 4. — “At weekends

he keeps sleeping until noon.” It is not a claim about every day of his life.

(ASSIEIR
ta zong chidao
Word guide: i — he; & — always; iR F| — be late.

B Notice the speaker’s evaluation
o RIELZMBLTHL? can sound like a complaint: “Why are you always on your
phone?” B! helps present the behaviour as recurring.

o Recurrence is not always negative: i 23585 A . — “She is always helping others.”
Do not assign a complaining tone to every sentence containing .

B Recognise an eventual expectation
o MEU . expresses reassurance that things will become better eventually. It is
not a report that things have repeatedly improved in the past.

e Do not replace every i with 21J& mechanically. B2 <A tends toward a re-
curring generalization; & £ ¥Ff) in this reassuring exchange focuses on an eventual
outcome.

B Match the evidence to the statement

o A diary entry saying “late once yesterday” supports one event. Several records over
a term may support a recurring pattern within that term.

o Everyday “always” can be an exaggeration. If exact counts matter, report them
rather than treating j as a mathematical claim about every possible occasion.

HSK 5 « 2 Adverbs ()



B Choose the intended time meaning

o For a recurring habit: {83, For one event: fhFERIRF] T —IK . For reassur-
ance about the future: 2411,

» Read the situation and predicate before translating. A habit, a single event and
an eventual expectation are different meanings to practise.

&1 can describe recurrence, as in &R, or an eventual expectation, as in S 2.
& and B2 overlap in the habit use; they are not interchangeable in every sentence.

B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: The same teammate keeps arriving late. Decide what the
speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: fifi 5iR %,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o MAULA), expresses reassurance that things will become better eventually. It is
not a report that things have repeatedly improved in the past.

e Do not replace every & with & & mechanically. B /&< /) tends toward a
recurring generalization; &L 21 in this reassuring exchange focuses on an
eventual outcome.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

EE (after all)

B A new teammate makes a mistake
o A teammate is still learning. You say fh5eiz 25T, Hfb— WA, — “Heis a
beginner, after all; give him some time.”

o 5435 reminds the listener of a reason that matters to your judgment. The speaker
treats it as relevant; the word does not prove the reason is true.

B Put the reason inside a clause

+ Use subject + ¥3% + predicate, or put 5£3% at the beginning of the clause: il
TR T ) e T

o Keep B3 together. In the neutral written pattern practised here, put it before
the predicate rather than attaching it after a complete sentence.

TR T -
ta bijing shi zinshou

Word guide: i — he; 5235 — after all; 22 — is; 1 F — beginner.
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B Connect the reason to the judgment

o HIATHG, fEEE R RN T. — “Do not be too strict; he is still a child, after
all” The second clause supports the first.

o Y% does not always excuse a mistake. X5 B, WAV IZE T, — “It
is his decision, after all; we should respect it.” Here the reason supports respect.

B Contrast & with X 1F

o fhEZE T, Zifth— S5 BE]. focuses on why giving time is reasonable. JZ1F
B RARE, W REFRE . focuses on a point the speaker uses regardless of other
discussion.

e Some contexts allow both words, with a different emphasis. Choose from the
intended relationship between the clauses; do not translate every English “anyway”

as Hew.
B Check a reason without treating it as proof

o A speaker can be mistaken or exaggerate. fil53E A 45 does not independently
prove that the person has experience or will succeed.

e Read the surrounding exchange. Ask which judgment the reason supports and
whether the speaker is reminding, explaining or defending it.

B Recall the meaning, then transfer it

o To explain patience with a beginner, connect the judgment to the relevant reason:
Zfth— U], AT R T

o To show the discussion will not change a point, consider [z IF instead. Use the
whole context to decide; word order alone does not settle meaning.

B highlights a reason relevant to the speaker’s judgment. It is a reminder or
explanation, not a guarantee of truth and not an automatic synonym for Sz 1F.

HSK 5 « 2 Adverbs ™



B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A new teammate makes a mistake. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: {55 25T
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o fbHesE BT, Afth— S H}AE] . focuses on why giving time is reasonable. JZ1F
A RARE, HRFHAT . focuses on a point the speaker uses regardless of other
discussion.

o Some contexts allow both words, with a different emphasis. Choose from the in-
tended relationship between the clauses; do not translate every English “anyway”
as 8%

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

2 5% near misses and context

The bus doors close just after you board

You rush onto the bus and say F& 2 S FZE, EFFEINE T, — “I almost

missed the bus; luckily the driver waited for me.” The context establishes that you
caught it.

2 5% can be difficult to interpret without context. Do not decide every outcome
by counting negative words or applying one wanted /unwanted shortcut.

Read a nearly failed success

In this complete bus example, Z R ¥ + # E describes nearly failing to catch the
bus. - FIHLEE T F makes the successful outcome clear.

Compare FRZ 55 R, [ 2ZEITH5ET . — “I almost caught the bus, but it left.”
Here the next clause establishes failure to catch it.

REREME LR,
wo chadidn méi ganshang che

Word guide: & — I; 2553% — almost failed to; # I — catch; % — bus.
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B Recognise a near accident
o TR EERME, SEATHE TR, means “T almost fell; luckily I held the rail” In
this account, the fall did not happen.

o Speakers can also say F&Z S35 in such a near-accident context. The % does
not always work like an ordinary logical negation; uses and readings can vary.

B Let the surrounding outcome settle the reading

o Ask what almost happened and what actually happened. Phrases such as 241
BT or #5RIARVEE [ give direct outcome evidence.

o A bare % 5% sentence may be ambiguous or interpreted differently by speak-
ers. Do not mark every unfamiliar context “grammatically broken” just because it
conflicts with a simple shortcut.

B Make your own account clear
 If the outcome matters, add an explicit clause: 2 % I, &G ET .
— “I nearly failed to catch it; luckily I caught it in the end.”

o For a clear failure account, state failure directly: FR¥#&#F F7%E, HIFSEF—¥E. —
“I missed the bus and had to wait for the next one.” Avoid making a listener infer
an important outcome from an isolated near-miss phrase.

B Separate the close call from the result

e In the worked account, nearly missing is the close call and boarding is the actual
result. In the rail account, nearly falling is the close call and staying upright is the
result.

o Use the whole account to answer an outcome question. If the outcome is not clear,
ask what happened rather than inventing certainty from % alone.

22 159% is context-sensitive. Read the near event and the actual outcome separately.
Wanted /unwanted tendencies can help, but they do not replace an explicit result in
an ambiguous account.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: The bus doors close just after you board. Decide what the
speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: 722 5 %# F4 .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Ask what almost happened and what actually happened. Phrases such as 32U}
HE BT or g5 A GE I give direct outcome evidence.

o A bare # 5% sentence may be ambiguous or interpreted differently by speakers.
Do not mark every unfamiliar context “grammatically broken” just because it
conflicts with a simple shortcut.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

RIE (anyway / in any case)

Two ways to travel, one fixed appointment
Your friend debates taking a bus or a taxi. You say A A ZEARGLENR, IEFR N\
5%, — “You decide how to travel; in any case, I will arrive at eight.”

J2 IE presents a point the speaker treats as holding regardless of the alternatives
under discussion. The tone can be practical, reassuring or dismissive.

Put ZIE before the point

In the neutral written patterns here, use JLIE + clause or subject + JIE +
predicate: L IEFAL / WIEAE,

Keep the two characters together. Colloquial afterthoughts can occur in speech;
do not turn the classroom pattern into a claim that every other placement is im-
possible.

RERNAKD.
fanzhéng wo ba dian dao

Word guide: [z 1F — in any case; 3¢ — I; /\ i — eight o’clock; #I| — arrive.

Identify which alternatives are set aside

ANEREAE, RIEFRME. — “Whether you believe it or not, I believe it.” The
speaker’s belief is presented as independent of yours.

JOERHEA R, A 1EE&E. — “There is still time anyway; let us walk slowly.”

The point can be a practical circumstance, not only a stubborn refusal.
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B Contrast a reason with a fixed point

fh ¥z g T, 5 fth— 5] . uses 523 to support patience with a reason. A
BRANEARE, IEFKZE. uses JIE to set aside other people’s choices.

Both words can introduce useful information. The distinction is the speaker’s
intended connection, not a rule that one word always states a fact and the other
never gives a reason.

B Tisten for the social effect

JIEFRANZE can sound firm or dismissive in an argument. A calm explanation may
be more considerate when your decision affects someone else.

The word does not make an uncertain future certain. You can set aside a debate
and still express uncertainty: S IEIAEIRAFEE, @A, — “We do not know
yet anyway; wait for the notice.”

B Recall the point and its boundary

In the travel example, the transport choice is open while the speaker commits to
arriving at eight. Identify those two parts before translating.
In a new exchange, ask what the speaker sets aside and what remains relevant.

Read tone and context instead of treating “mind made up” as the only possible
meaning.

J2 IF. presents a point regardless of the alternatives being discussed. It can introduce
a decision, circumstance or admitted uncertainty; context controls the emphasis and
tone.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Two ways to travel, one fixed appointment. Decide what the
speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: Jz1FEF/\ 5%,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o fEETEEHT, Ml 5], uses BEFE to support patience with a reason. A~
EINEAZE, IEFEZ. uses JZIE to set aside other people’s choices.

e Both words can introduce useful information. The distinction is the speaker’s
intended connection, not a rule that one word always states a fact and the other
never gives a reason.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

RE + Verb (as much as possible)

® You hope to arrive early, but the bus may be late
o A friend asks for an early arrival. You say FS R e Sk, — “I will try to come
as early as possible.” You express an effort within practical limits.

o Compare F&—5E /\HF| — “I will definitely arrive at eight.” JX& by itself does not
guarantee the exact outcome.

B Put the effort modifier before the action
o Use subject + R& + action or limit: {fREF LN / SR EH VK. The
speaker tries to do what is feasible.
o R can also limit an unwanted action: & HIFZEML_EMSIIHE. — “Try not to drink
coffee at night.” It does not always mean doing more of an activity.
WREFR K.
ni finliang zdao didn lai
Word guide: R — you; RE — as much as possible; F. — early; s — a bit; 3 — come.

B Distinguish effort from a guarantee

o o R & 5K reports an intention to try. If the bus is late, the outcome may
still be late even when the speaker made a real effort.

o If a precise time is essential, state the deadline and discuss whether it is realistic.
A hopeful modifier is not a substitute for the actual scheduling information.
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B Contrast RE with permission-giving RE&

o R KL 53k asks for an effort toward an earlier arrival. 75 ] @ R4S ] gives
permission or encouragement to ask freely.

e The similar first character does not make the expressions synonyms. Decide
whether the speaker asks for feasible effort or removes hesitation about an action.

B Read what is being increased or reduced
o FRBTRE HTUERS T asks learners to use Chinese as much as feasible. R&E />
HF# asks them to reduce phone use as far as feasible.

o Identify the whole modified phrase, including .. /> or %l. Translating only &
as “more” can reverse the intended advice.

B Make a realistic effort statement

o To offer help without guaranteeing success, say I REHAR. Give the listener
any important limits separately.

o In a new example, identify the attempted action and whether its outcome is certain.
R & expresses feasible effort, not proof that the action succeeded.

R+ asks for or offers an effort within limits. It can increase a useful action or reduce
an unwanted one; read the whole phrase and distinguish effort from certainty.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: You hope to arrive early, but the bus may be late. Decide what
the speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: R F 5k,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o RE K. A% asks for an effort toward an earlier arrival. 5 ] /R 45 ) gives
permission or encouragement to ask freely.

o The similar first character does not make the expressions synonyms. Decide
whether the speaker asks for feasible effort or removes hesitation about an action.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

HAH + Verb (each other)

B Two partners check each other’s drafts
e Mei checks Arun’s draft and Arun checks Mei’s. You can say fiif ] EAHES B . —
“They help each other.” The relationship goes in both directions.

o If only Mei helps Arun, say ##5Bf{t . That one-way account does not establish
mutual help.

B Place H#H before the reciprocal action
« Use participants + HAH + verb phrase: I HAHTEL / A1 EAE TR,

State or recover the people involved from context.

o FRURM HEAHHS B includes both participants. The word ¥ does not make the
sentence wrong when FRAifl supplies the other participant.

R EATEE)

women yinggai huziang bangzhu

Word guide: {7 — we; 1% — should; HAH — each other; #58lj — help.
B Reciprocity does not mean equal amounts

e In a group, HAH2#>) can mean people learn from one another. It need not describe
exactly two people or every possible pair doing the same amount.

o Mei may help with diagrams while Arun helps with language. The actions support
one another even though the contributions differ.
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B Distinguish HAH from #f
o FRATTARES B Z W says every person in the relevant group helps the teacher. It does
not say they help one another.

o FRATEHAHHS B makes the participants both helpers and recipients within the rela-
tionship. Read who acts on whom.

B Check the action and the participants
o A completed mutual glance is possible: {7 HAHFH T—HE. Reciprocity does not
require a repeated habit or a long duration.

e Do not add HAH to an unrelated one-person activity without a reciprocal part-
ner. Describe the actual relationship rather than using it as a general word for
cooperation.

B Trace the relationship before translating

e For two partners, draw A — B and B — A to test mutual help. A — teacher and
B — teacher instead represents both helping the same third person.

o For a larger group, use the stated interaction evidence. H.A signals reciprocity,
not a guaranteed equal contribution from every person.

HAH describes a reciprocal relationship. Participants can be expressed in several ways,
including F R fth; mutual actions need not be equal, repeated or limited to two people.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Two partners check each other’s drafts. Decide what the
speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: /7MW iZ HAHE B .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o FRATERL BhE T says every person in the relevant group helps the teacher. It
does not say they help one another.

o FRANTHEAHES B makes the participants both helpers and recipients within the
relationship. Read who acts on whom.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

R + Verb (feel free to)

B A learner hesitates to ask a question

o A teacher says A R4 1., — “If you have questions, feel free to ask.” R4&
encourages the learner not to hold back in this context.

o Compare RE RN, FMIL2ET . — “Although it rained, we still went.” The

same written word has a different use.

B Give permission or reassurance

« Before an action, R + verb phrase can mean “go ahead” or “feel free”: 45 [
AT ) ANZAT 2R A5

o PRRVELL, XFFEATLFR . means “Rest assured; leave this to me.” Read it as
reassurance, not a statement that an action has already succeeded.

AR

you wenti jingudn wen

Word guide: F — have; [f]5i — questions; K45 — feel free to; [ — ask.

B Read the concessive use separately

o RETW, FA1iLEZE T acknowledges rain while saying the expected obstacle
did not prevent the trip.

o This concessive use can also pair with fHJ2 or a similar contrast. A sentence with
R4 is not automatically an invitation just because a verb follows somewhere later.
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B Use the clauses to identify the function

o In AR, the speaker encourages asking. In RUEAHHE, FRA A2 K
TA{E%, the speaker acknowledges problems but reports completion.

o Compare the relation between the clauses. Classifying the second example as bro-
ken would confuse a valid different use with a word-order error.

B Respect the scope of the invitation
o “Feel free to ask” concerns the stated activity in that exchange. It does not grant
unlimited permission to unrelated actions.

o A speaker may later qualify or withdraw an invitation. That can be confusing or
inconsiderate, but it is a communication issue rather than proof that the original
construction is ungrammatical.

B Choose invitation or contrast from context

e To encourage a hesitant learner, use A AR A, To acknowledge an obstacle,
use a complete contrast such as RETW, HITEEET .

o Identify the intended function before choosing the English wording. /X expresses
feasible effort; permission-giving R4¥ encourages an action without hesitation.

R4S can encourage an action or introduce a concession. Complete clauses show which
use is intended; a different valid use is not a broken invitation.

HSK 5 ¢ 2 Adverbs @



B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A learner hesitates to ask a question. Decide what the speaker

wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write

it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare

with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: £ i@ .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o In AR, the speaker encourages asking. In RAEHF [\, FHATEE5E
B T fF4, the speaker acknowledges problems but reports completion.

o Compare the relation between the clauses. Classifying the second example as
broken would confuse a valid different use with a word-order error.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

FM (just / simply / might as well)

B The group stops debating and changes the plan
o Three attempts to repair a bag have failed. Someone says +fififfe—"ME., — “Let
us just replace it, then.” The speaker proposes a direct way forward.

o i presents a decision as straightforward. It does not prove the choice is cheapest,
best or impossible to reverse.

B Put T} before the proposed action
+ Use subject + FJfg + verb phrase, or lead a suggestion with Jifi: b T Jifg 3¢
TFHL ) THEET

o Keep T Jifi together. In the neutral written pattern here, it comes before the action
or decision it modifies.

FHHET .
gancui bié qu le
Word guide: i — just; %I — do not; % — go.

B Distinguish the decision from its quality

o BT EIRIEIR, THeH— N presents replacement as a direct response to failed
repairs. The sentence does not contain enough information to calculate the best
financial choice.

o A reader can understand the proposed decision while disagreeing with it. A deci-
siveness word is not independent evidence that the action is sensible.
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B A later reversal is still possible

o M HEXTFAHL, JERXFTH T . can describe a direct initial action followed by

a later change.

e The reversal does not automatically make the sentence ungrammatical. Explain
the change in context rather than treating +fifi as a promise that the decision lasts
forever.

B Recognise the descriptive adjective
o WhE &5 T M. describes a clear, decisive manner of answering. Here T JIfg is
part of a description, not simply “might as well answer.”

o Compare i i A& T . — “She simply stopped answering.” Word position and
the rest of the sentence distinguish the uses.

B Interpret a choice without adding a guarantee

o For a direct suggestion, TJifi B 2 means “Let us just do it ourselves, then.”
State what decision is proposed.

o Keep separate questions separate: is it a direct choice, is it a good choice, and does
the person later change it? The modifier answers only part of that account.

T i can modify a direct action or describe a decisive manner. It does not guarantee
that the choice is objectively best or permanent.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: The group stops debating and changes the plan. Decide what
the speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: 1-Jifi 5l 7T .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o fTFHER T FHL, K FTIF T . can describe a direct initial action followed by

a later change.

e The reversal does not automatically make the sentence ungrammatical. Explain
the change in context rather than treating +fifi as a promise that the decision
lasts forever.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B+ A/ %+ ... T (never again)

B Two friends have not met since graduation
o NV EFRATEMIE LT i . — “After graduation, we have not met again.” This
reports the absence of another meeting during the stated period.

o Compare T FHWAEIE)E T . — “I will never go to that shop again.” That is a
strong decision about future visits, not the same kind of past report.

B Express a strong intention with

« B + & + verb phrase + T can express “never again”: AL T / &
AL T .

o The wording presents a firm stance. It does not make it logically impossible for a
person to change their mind later.

REUFRET .

wo zai ye bu qu le

Word guide: & — I; F4ll — ever again; AN — not; & — go.

B Report no repetition with ¥

B + % + verb phrase can report that something did not happen again: &
M5 FATT F-t R L e T

e This example has i and no final 7. Do not require every JJ§ sentence to end
in J or turn a report so far into proof about every future day.
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B Compare absence, refusal and inability

o TV ULiZ 1A reports no further meeting. Bt AEIFZE)E T presents an intention
not to visit. BRI AZFHEAF T reports inability to find the book now.

o All concern no recurrence or continuation in context, but their time and reason
differ. Read the negative predicate and the stated boundary.

B State the relevant time boundary
o “After graduation” supplies a starting point for the no-meeting account. It does
not by itself state that meeting again is impossible.

o For an outcome question, distinguish what is reported from what is predicted. A
sentence about past absence needs additional evidence before a permanent-future
claim.

B Translate the whole negative pattern

o To state a firm decision, use a suitable A pattern. To report no further experience,
use a suitable % pattern with the context.

o Keep L with its negative expression in the patterns taught here. Explain the
actual meaning rather than treating all examples as an angry refusal.

A .. T can state a strong “never again” intention. FRtH{% .. can report no
repetition in a stated period. Read the negative predicate and the time boundary;
final | is not compulsory everywhere.

HSK 5 ¢ 2 Adverbs @



B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Two friends have not met since graduation. Decide what the
speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FFHAET .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o TV WLid A reports no further meeting. PRt A EILFE)E T presents an
intention not to visit. PRI AF|ILA - T reports inability to find the book
Nnow.

o All concern no recurrence or continuation in context, but their time and reason
differ. Read the negative predicate and the stated boundary.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

B2 + Verb + 3 (once / formerly)

B A classmate used to live in Shanghai
o FRRAZLATAE V. — “I once lived in Shanghai” The classmate points to an earlier
part of their life.

o Compare FRHH4E 2 FiF. — “I will go to Shanghai next year” A future plan is
different from an earlier experience or state.

B Place %% before the past predicate

o Use subject + ¥£ + predicate: I LA Ll / WY 2R FE %, The
predicate can describe a past activity or state.

o BZ: does not require 11 after every predicate. I 4R 2% is a complete past-
state example without it.

s 22 243 0 .«

ta céngjing dang guo laoshi

Word guide: 1 — he; B4 — once; 24 — work as; 1 — (experience); #Iifi — teacher.

B Use 33 to mark an experience when appropriate

o (RG24 E i, means “He once worked as a teacher.” Here 15 follows 24 and
marks experience.

o FWG LAt V. reports having been to Shanghai. “Once” in this translation
need not mean exactly one visit; state 23—y if that exact count matters.
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B Distinguish an earlier state from an exact count

o W ZAE i T A/Fid says the work belongs to an earlier experience. F& H w33 —
YK says the number of visits was one.

o %% alone supplies neither an exact date nor a count. Add those details when they
are relevant instead of inferring them from the English word “once.”

B Read later clauses for the present situation
o Wb FE T, PIAERE HIEHLE E. explicitly contrasts earlier shyness with the
present ability to speak confidently.

o Without a present clause, do not invent every detail of the person’s current life.
The earlier-state framing does not establish their current address, job or exact
feelings.

B Choose a past example and keep its limits

o For a former role, {4 22413 is suitable. For an earlier state, il 2R EZ%E
is suitable without 1.

o In a new account, identify the past predicate, whether an experience marker fits,
and any explicit count or present contrast. Do not add those facts yourself.

B 2% frames an earlier experience or state. It can combine with i after an appropriate
verb, but does not require 3 everywhere or mean exactly one occurrence.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A classmate used to live in Shanghai. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: fth {44524 1 Zifi .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o FRWAAE ¥ TAET says the work belongs to an earlier experience. & H 21t
—{K says the number of visits was one.

o 2% alone supplies neither an exact date nor a count. Add those details when
they are relevant instead of inferring them from the English word “once.”

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

= + Verb (over and over)

B A safety instruction is easy to miss
o The coach reminds the group several times to bring water: #{Z:H =R IEF A1
7K. The repeated reminders show that the point matters.

o H-= does not tell us an exact count. Do not translate its = as proof that there
were exactly three reminders.

B Put F= before the repeated action
o Use subject + 1= + verb phrase: fili - =5RiHiX— & / FFH =% &, The familiar
examples describe repeated emphasis or consideration.

o F-=JRiH} presents repeated thanks. The surrounding account can show earnest-
ness; repetition alone does not prove the listener agreed.

=R X — A .
ta zai san qidng diao zhé yi dian
Word guide: i — he; Fj-= — repeatedly; 5§ — stress; iX — this; — & — point.

B Separate repetition from a counted record
o Wb =#ELMEEFX describes repeated reminders. f$E R T Fk = ¥K explicitly counts

three reminders.

o Both can fit the same event, but they contribute different information. Use {&X
when the exact number matters.
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B Compare an earnest action with a habit

o TR =#&Ji% highlights repeated attention to a particular point. fth iR #| describes
a recurring lateness pattern.

e Choose the familiar expression for your intended meaning. A less typical pairing
is not proof that every possible context is ungrammatical.

B Repetition does not prove a result
o BN =MRE, W 2RI A HE . The explanation was repeated, but the learner
still did not understand.

o Identify the repeated action and then read the outcome clause. Repeated thanks,
warnings or explanations do not guarantee their effect.

B Report the evidence accurately

o If a log records three reminders, fi$£ [ T =K states that count clearly. If the
point is repeated emphasis, I =42fE is suitable.

e In a new example, separate the action, any exact count and the actual outcome.
Keep unknown details unknown.

In a new example, separate the action, any exact count and the actual outcome. Keep
unknown details unknown.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A safety instruction is easy to miss. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: il = 5H 15X — i,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o JH=#L highlights repeated attention to a particular point. iR %] describes
a recurring lateness pattern.

o Choose the familiar expression for your intended meaning. A less typical pairing
is not proof that every possible context is ungrammatical.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

i BL: strong evaluation and comparison

B A beautiful view looks like a painting
o A visitor says iX H ) X 5% 8] BL 8 ] —#F. The comparison expresses a strong
impression of the view.

o It does not mean the landscape is literally made of paint. Translate the evaluation
in context rather than automatically using literally.

B Place fijE before the strong description
o XTAE AKFET! expresses strong approval. R EABAHE H AV IR expresses
strong disbelief.

 TAj H. supports the speaker’s emphatic evaluation. It is not a measurement unit or
an independent check of the claim.

X E AT !

zhe jian zhi tai bang le

Word guide: iX — this; f&j B — simply; K — too; # — great.

B Distinguish comparison from identity

o X H R E 2 —IEH uses 12 to compare the view to a painting. X &—IlFH] identifies
an object as a painting.

o The similar English image does not make the two statements equivalent. Read the
comparison word as well as 4] H.
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B Look for the speaker’s stance

o XTI H KT expresses approval; iX faj B AHKE T expresses disapproval. The fol-
lowing description supplies the direction of the evaluation.

e Do not infer whether an event is good or bad from f&j B alone. Voice and irony
can also affect the intended stance.

B Keep evaluation separate from evidence
o X[E]JE TR B2 UKFE—FE presents an impression of cold. FEiE & 4% KJF reports
a measured temperature.

e A comparison can communicate discomfort without stating an exact temperature.
A strong description does not prove a literal fact.

B Translate the whole claim

o For a view compared to a painting, “The scenery looks just like a painting” keeps
the comparison. “The scenery is literally a painting” changes it.

o Inanew example, identify the description and the speaker’s stance, then distinguish
figurative emphasis from any measured or literal claim.

In a new example, identify the description and the speaker’s stance, then distinguish
figurative emphasis from any measured or literal claim.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A beautiful view looks like a painting. Decide what the speaker

wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write

it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare

with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: X faj B AR 1!

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o XTH H KU T expresses approval; iX fa] B KK T expresses disapproval. The
following description supplies the direction of the evaluation.

o Do not infer whether an event is good or bad from f&j H alone. Voice and irony
can also affect the intended stance.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Jlif (while you’re at it / by the way)

B A library trip can include a second errand
o WEEFIE, NfHEiAXATF ., The trip provides an opportunity to return the book
as an additional action.

o Jiif presents an action as incidental to another purpose or opportunity. It does
not measure the number of minutes or prove the task is easy.

B Put J[iff before the additional action
o R, JNE LS 3E. The additional request is buying some groceries while the
person is going out.

e The main action can be supplied by earlier context. Jif# [i]— | introduces a side
question without needing a new trip.

PR L 3K

ni chu qu shun bian mai didn cat

Word guide: #f — you; HiZ% — go out; JIif# — while at it; 3% — buy; & — some; 3¢ —
food.

B Name the main purpose and the extra
o WEFMA, ML BLLL M. Visiting the friend is the stated main activity;
returning the book is the extra.

o L[ 14iLP presents returning the book as the purpose of a special trip. The
difference is the role of the action, not a grammar verdict about the word % 7].
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B A special trip can still have an extra

o FELTTEMBAT I, WK TH . A special bank trip can also provide an
opportunity to buy bread.

e %17] and Jlif# can coexist when they describe different purposes. Identify what
each word modifies before claiming a contradiction.

® Do not invent convenience details
o JIE 3K T Y ) says buying bread was an additional action. It does not state that
the shop was next door, the queue was short or the bread was cheap.

o Those details need their own evidence. An incidental task can still take effort or
time.

B Use a side question naturally

o JfE—TF, VRJEAASNE? introduces an additional question in the exchange.
It need not describe physical travel.

o For a new example, identify the existing purpose or conversation and the added
action. Translate that relationship instead of adding an unproved easy-task claim.

For a new example, identify the existing purpose or conversation and the added action.
Translate that relationship instead of adding an unproved easy-task claim.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A library trip can include a second errand. Decide what the
speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: /R H 2 H 3 532,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o WEITHMEITIE, WE L THE AL, A special bank trip can also provide an
opportunity to buy bread.

o %] and lif# can coexist when they describe different purposes. Identify what
each word modifies before claiming a contradiction.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

BA ... Bt ... T: a conditional warning

B The train departure is approaching
o HAE, FHAILRE| T . The speaker warns that further delay in leaving leads to
being late.

o This conditional warning presses for timely action. It does not report that the
group has already left or already arrived late.

B Connect continued non-action to a consequence

o Use A + action, subject + #t + consequence + T in the familiar warning: /%
FARE T, WA KT

o Read A~ as part of the condition: if the action still does not happen soon, the
consequence follows. Do not confuse it with FfAA, a strong no-repeat stance.

BAERBRT -
zai bu zou jiu wan le
Word guide: FjA — if ... not now; 5£ — leave; 3 — then; I — late.

B Jdentify condition and result separately
o In FAE, FATHLEE| T, the condition is not leaving soon; the warned result is

lateness.

o The speaker connects the two, but the sentence alone does not give the departure
time or prove how many minutes remain.
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B The condition can involve nature

e MATW, EHBMETIET . The warning concerns continued lack of rain and
damage to crops.

e Rain is not a voluntary action by the listener. The pattern can warn about a
developing situation as well as urge someone to act.

B Contrast urgency with refusal
o AL, BiRA KT warns about delaying a visit. FE A E T expresses a
strong intention not to go again.

e The forms differ in both structure and purpose. A single English “not go” shortcut
hides the distinction.

B State a useful warning
o If a deadline is essential, state it separately: ‘kXZE/\ETF, FHAEHEA LT . The

time makes the warning easier to assess.

e In a new example, identify the condition, predicted consequence and any actual
deadline. A warning is not proof that the consequence has occurred.

In a new example, identify the condition, predicted consequence and any actual dead-
line. A warning is not proof that the consequence has occurred.

HSK 5 ¢ 2 Adverbs @



B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: The train departure is approaching. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: F-AERLME T .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o AN, EBMETHE T . The warning concerns continued lack of rain and

damage to crops.

e Rain is not a voluntary action by the listener. The pattern can warn about a
developing situation as well as urge someone to act.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

T (R) &% (with great difficulty)

B A ticket took several attempts to obtain
o FRIFAZEG A LR, The speaker finally obtained a ticket after difficulty. %]
states the achieved result.

e The expression highlights a hard-won result; it does not specify an exact number
of attempts or hours.

B Read the whole hard-won construction
o WAZET A F| reports finally finding something with difficulty. 4" adds the
only-then sense in this example.

o ARG FRE T —15 TAE is also possible without 4. Do not turn a useful model
sentence into a rule that every example must contain 4.

RFAEH 74 FKH.

wo hdo bu rong yi cdi mai dao

Word guide: F — I; IF A% 5 — with great difficulty; 7" — only then; 3L — managed
to buy.

B Recognise the matching idiomatic reading
o FRUFZK T A KR EL can also use #2555, in the hard-won sense. The construction
and context support that reading.

o WZ%Y) is not interchangeable with - AN% %) in every possible sentence. In an
easy-task context, IXMHIIF-25 5 can mean that the question is very easy.
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B Separate difficulty from the count

o T JLK, A$kF| supplies a search duration. ¥ A2 5 #% 2| emphasises the
difficulty without giving that duration.

o Translate finally or with difficulty when it fits, but do not invent three days, ten
tries or another precise number.

B A hard-won result can be lost later
o WIFARKRG KHNE JGRAFUEF:E T, The ticket was obtained, then lost. The
later loss does not undo the earlier achieved result.

o Identify the result at each stage. A difficult process can also achieve avoiding an
unwanted event, so a negative word alone is not proof of contradiction.

B Choose an unambiguous expression

o To say an exercise is very easy, IXiEfE 2 %) is clear. To say a ticket was hard to
obtain, FIF- NS A L3 2 is clear.

e In a new account, identify the context, the achieved result and any later change
before deciding how to translate {F25%;.

In a new account, identify the context, the achieved result and any later change before
deciding how to translate {1255 .
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A ticket took several attempts to obtain. Decide what the

speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,

then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.

Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: I AZE T A 3L7,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o T IJLK, A $:7| supplies a search duration. #HAZA 54k %] emphasises the
difficulty without giving that duration.

o Translate finally or with difficulty when it fits, but do not invent three days, ten
tries or another precise number.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

H + Verb (in vain / for nothing)

B The office was closed after a long trip

o IAEXRITT, FHHK T —#E. The trip failed to achieve the intended office errand.

o [ presents the effort as wasted for that purpose. It does not prove that no other
useful or pleasant event happened on the trip.

B Put H before the evaluated action

o fh¥K, WATHE T—~/}. The expected person did not arrive, so the waiting
failed in its intended purpose.

e HEZ. BT and [y describe fruitless effort in these contexts. Read what the
person hoped to achieve.

REETEX.

wo bai déng le ban tian

Word guide: ¢ — I; [ — in vain; ¢ — wait; 24K — ages.
B Contrast H with &H

o XHHE ¥, 2| T2 . The trip was worthwhile because the speaker learned a
lot.

o 7% H rejects the in-vain evaluation: it was not in vain. It does not mean the person
did not come.
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B Other uses of H need their own context

o XY HNZAY in a stated free-meal context can mean no payment was needed.
4% uses 9 as the colour white.

e Do not force the wasted-effort reading onto every [. In ambiguous accounts,
clarify the intended meaning rather than counting characters.

B An intended failure can coexist with another gain
o FREHE T PR, VA UE , A EAERS LS T A The mailing errand failed,
while the trip had a separate benefit.

o The extra benefit does not automatically make the first clause broken. Identify
which purpose the speaker is evaluating.

B State the result you mean

o For worthwhile learning, iX## 7% 4%, 2#%| T2 £ supplies the reason. For a failed
errand, FEAKL T —lE, IVAE X T supplies the failure.

e In a new example, identify the effort, intended purpose and actual result. Distin-
guish wasted effort, no payment and colour.

In a new example, identify the effort, intended purpose and actual result. Distinguish
wasted effort, no payment and colour.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: The office was closed after a long trip. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: F[1% 7K,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o X IE FNZIY in a stated free-meal context can mean no payment was needed.
4% uses [ as the colour white.

o Do not force the wasted-effort reading onto every 4. In ambiguous accounts,
clarify the intended meaning rather than counting characters.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + T + X + Verb (again and again)

B A message needs a second careful look

o XEMEFFE T XFEH. The same action is repeated: the speaker looked at the letter
again.

o The expression highlights repetition. It does not state an exact count or prove that
the speaker understood the letter.

B Repeat the same verb around T X
o UseFH T NE. T XA or 1] 7 X A for the repeated-action pattern. ¥ introduces
another occurrence of the action.

e The T here is not a universal past-tense ending. The full sentence and time
expression place the account in time.

BETXE.
ta kan le you kan
Word guide: fth — he; & — look; ¥ — again; & — look.

B Contrast repetition with different actions
o FFH T N FE repeats looking. FRFE T WF, N T 58 sequences reading text and
listening to audio.

e The second account can be grammatical; it simply does not use the same-verb
repetition pattern. A different construction is not automatically broken.
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B Repetition does not give an exact count

o i) T X JA] reports repeated asking. ] T =K explicitly counts three questions
or asking occasions in the context.

o Use the stated count when accuracy matters. Do not infer exactly two or exactly
three from the repeated-verb pattern.

B Read the following outcome

o fhAHT WAH, I EFE4E T . Repeated consideration ends in refusal in this account.

o Repeated thought can lead to different decisions. The final clause supplies the
decision rather than the repeated-action form itself.

B Keep action, time and outcome separate

o« WEMMIRE T NFE, KT R THHR supplies a time, repeated action and eventual
discovery. Each part contributes its own information.

e In a new example, identify which verb repeats, what time is stated and what
outcome follows. Avoid adding a count or successful result that is absent.

In a new example, identify which verb repeats, what time is stated and what outcome
follows. Avoid adding a count or successful result that is absent.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A message needs a second careful look. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: G T XFE.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o fili[] T X ] reports repeated asking. fihi[ii] T =X explicitly counts three ques-
tions or asking occasions in the context.

o Use the stated count when accuracy matters. Do not infer exactly two or exactly
three from the repeated-verb pattern.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

EMZL (differ a lot)

B Two fares can have very different prices

o A ticket costs 20 yuan and another costs 80 yuan. X 5K EE R H 4% 2218 £ presents
their price gap as large.

o State the dimension: price, quality or another measure. 2248 alone does not tell
the listener which item costs more.

B Name the things and the comparison dimension
o XA TRINAEZEMRZ compares the prices of two brands. AT ARILZEMR
% compares two people’s ideas.

o ZZ/ % can mean about the same in a comparison. Do not mechanically substitute
it for Z48£ or confuse either expression with Z= i, nearly.

XPNERE.
zhe liang ge cha hén duo
Word guide: iX — these; P — two; 4~ — (measure word); ZZ{R£ — differ a lot.

B Distinguish a difference from poor quality
o XMWY TEZERZ says their qualities differ greatly. X4~ i SR AR 2=
evaluates one product as poor.

« A difference does not by itself identify the better product. {822 and ZfE £ make
different claims.
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B Use numbers to make the gap checkable

o For 20 and 80 yuan, the absolute gap is 60 yuan. For 45 and 47 yuan, it is 2 yuan.

o Whether a gap counts as large depends on the task and scale. These examples
provide the numbers instead of treating fR £ as an exact threshold.

B Do not infer direction from the gap

o MZEMIMHAEZEILZL does not say which seller is cheaper. A clear account can add
F—F W ENTIC.

e A price comparison also does not prove a quality difference. Keep the measured
dimension and direction explicit.

B Make a useful comparison

o XPWTKEE > HE e/t TIt, MEEZE75N 1 J0 gives both prices and an exact
gap. MR %L adds the speaker’s scale judgement.

e In a new example, name the pair, dimension, values and direction where relevant.
Separate the numerical evidence from a judgement about how large it feels.

In a new example, name the pair, dimension, values and direction where relevant.
Separate the numerical evidence from a judgement about how large it feels.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Two fares can have very different prices. Decide what the
speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: X NERZE .

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

For 20 and 80 yuan, the absolute gap is 60 yuan. For 45 and 47 yuan, it is 2
yuan.

Whether a gap counts as large depends on the task and scale. These examples
provide the numbers instead of treating &£ as an exact threshold.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Auxiliary words
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

. W, ... B (casual listing)

B [ist familiar foods in conversation

» Someone asks which fruit you like; you give casual examples.

o SERN, FHEEW, RIEWK. — M gives the list a conversational rhythm.

B Build the form
+ The pattern in this lesson is ... li, ... I (casual listing). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

SR, AW, EREK.
ping gquo a xiang jiao a dou xi huan
Word guide: S5 — apples; #F%E — bananas; &[5 — all; Bk — like.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, SESR, FHEW, REPEWK. : I gives the list a conver-

sational rhythm.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o The list need not name every fruit you like.
o This listing I differs from a question particle or a cry of surprise.

B Use the distinction

o I gives the list a conversational rhythm.

o The list need not name every fruit you like. This listing Ifij differs from a question
particle or a cry of surprise.
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B Try it with help closed

Someone asks which fruit you like; you give casual examples. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: SFEHM, FEEM . FRECEARK .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The list need not name every fruit you like.

This listing Wi differs from a question particle or a cry of surprise.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Conjunctions
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

EA ... Ig (how about ...)

B Offer an alternative without issuing an order

o A group is tired; you propose stopping for a rest.
o BRAMRE—TIME, - The speaker offers a possible alternative.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is BA ... I} (how about ...). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RET, BEMEE—TE.

tai lei le yao bu xiu xi yi xia ba

Word guide: K — too; & — tired; A — how about; /K, — rest; —F — a bit.
B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, BAKE—TFM, : The speaker offers a possible alterna-
tive.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o II% often softens this suggestion.
o Tone and circumstances still matter; wording alone does not guarantee politeness.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker offers a possible alternative.

o NN often softens this suggestion. Tone and circumstances still matter; wording
alone does not guarantee politeness.
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HSK 5 ¢ 4 Conjunctions

B Try it with help closed

A group is tired; you propose stopping for a rest. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: Z AR E— R,

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

MY often softens this suggestion.

Tone and circumstances still matter; wording alone does not guarantee politeness.
I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



Nouns
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

W (among / in the middle of)

B The tallest classmate is not automatically the tallest pupil

 In a class comparison, [A&Y4H, fbEE . says he is tallest among the classmates
being discussed. A pupil in another class could still be taller: the sentence supplies
a comparison group, not a school-wide survey.

o If you mean all the pupils in the school, name that wider group. Keeping the same
adjective while changing the group changes the claim; the tallest classmate has not
quietly grown taller during the sentence.

A comparison group limits the ranking

Group: [EZF &/

{thEx = — tallest within these classmates

Wider group: the whole school

A taller pupil elsewhere is still possible

Physical middle: f5[8] &/

Location in a room, rather than a group ranking

Read the noun phrase before choosing the meaning of =i F.

B Put the group before 245 in this pattern

e Group + %49 4+ comment gives a frame for the statement. You can also use
FE + group + Y4 ¥EixsbepAUdn ) Wi A A K. - Among these students,
she has the most experience.

o The pattern describes position within a group. It does not say that every member
shares the stated quality, or that the group is physically standing in the middle of
a room.

R, .
tong xué dang zhong ta zui gao
Word guide: [f]2% — classmates; 247 — among; fth — he; £z — most; & — tall.
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B A physical middle is another reading

o HFBHERNEI2XY, places a table in the middle of the room. Here 2411 concerns
location; there is no comparison between pupils.

o Choose the reading from the surrounding noun phrase and statement. A room
can supply a physical space, while classmates supply a group. The English word
“among” will not fit every occurrence.

RTBAEFRET.
zhuo zi fang zai fang jian dang zhong
Word guide: H-F — table; i — placed; ¥£ — in; J5[a] — room; 24+ — the middle.

B Distinguish one member from all members

o AWM H=A A&k, reports that three people in this group can
swim. It does not say that all students can swim or identify which three without
more information.

o fBE makes a maximum claim within the named group. #fR7 describes him
as tall without the same ranking. 4+ supplies the group frame; £ supplies the
superlative comparison in the opening example.

B Transfer the frame without widening the evidence

e Original situation: four submitted designs are compared, and design B is cheapest.

AP YSH, B BfEH. keeps the claim within those four designs; it does
not prove B is cheapest among every design available.

e When a new design enters the comparison, check its cost before repeating the
ranking. Changing the group can change which member is cheapest, even when
B’s own price stays the same.

B Recall the frame, then check the scope

» Ask what group or space the noun phrase names, then what the comment actually
claims. A group reading, a physical-middle reading and a statement about three
members require different interpretations.

o Meaning reference: Ministry of Education dictionary: % 1. The class and design
cases here are original practice. Read the full grammar reference for the unit map.

o Name the comparison group; do not turn a within-group claim into a wider ranking
or a claim about every member.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: The tallest classmate is not automatically the tallest pupil.
Decide what the speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: [A]24 9, 5.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o AT H=A ALUFHK. reports that three people in this group can
swim. It does not say that all students can swim or identify which three without
more information.

o fEEE makes a maximum claim within the named group. {8 describes him
as tall without the same ranking. 24+ supplies the group frame; fz supplies the
superlative comparison in the opening example.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

. (each other / one another)

B Mutual trust runs in both directions

« Two teammates each trust the other: BAIEILIEFE, fits that relationship. “I
trust her, but she does not trust me” describes one-way trust and does not support
the same mutual claim.

o Identify the participants before describing reciprocity. Knowing that both people

joined a team does not prove that they trust each other; the membership list has
not read their minds.

Reciprocal does not mean equal in amount

Mutual trust: 1R LS {E
Mei trusts Arun AND Arun trusts Mei

Only Mei’s trust is stated

One direction does not establish mutual trust

Mutual helping: {&ItE &S BN

Neither exact minutes nor equal quantities are specified

{1t can also be an object: Ffl17T ARIKIE,
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B Use it before the action or as its object

o BAMEMAEIE. and BATHEAMEIE. can both describe mutual trust. Before this
verb, the two expressions overlap in meaning.

o BATTHABIEM . uses f{ I as the object: we understand each other. Do not replace
that object mechanically with HAH; the usual action-modifying pattern is FAITH

T .
BRAVBARAE

wo men bi ¢t xin rén
Word guide: {7 — we; fif Itk — each other; {5/ — trust.

B Read the same relationship in a different arrangement

o BMBULT M. and BT T AP, both express understanding of one another. A

changed position can change the construction without changing this basic reciprocal
meaning.

o BRAIHETMEIN. has a different object: each of us understands the teacher. It
does not itself state that we understand one another. Identify who is related to
whom rather than selecting a familiar word alone.

BATTT R
wo men lido jié bi ct

Word guide: FA] — we; Tf# — understand; f% It — each other.

B Mutual does not mean identical in amount

o B4R ILHEEBY. describes helping one another. It does not establish that each
person spent the same number of minutes, gave equal money or performed the
same task.

o In a larger group, context identifies the reciprocal relationship. Do not infer from
i It alone that every possible pair performed every action equally often; that
stronger description needs more detail.

B G5, can acknowledge a shared situation

e In a friendly exchange, one learner says “My handwriting is messy”; the other
replies FZ A IE. In that context, the reply means roughly “same here”, acknowl-
edging a similar situation.

o The repeated expression does not require an object after it in this reply. This
conversational use differs from TR Interpret the exchange before translating
every occurrence as a verb phrase with “each other”.
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B Transfer reciprocity to a new situation

o Two colleagues give each other reminders: {45 3R, can describe reciprocal
reminders. If only one sends reminders, state that direction instead; a reciprocal
word cannot supply missing participation.

o Meaning reference: Ministry of Education dictionary: fiflt. The teammate and
reminder cases are original. Compare the unit reference with the earlier 5 #H lesson.

o Check participants, direction and construction; mutual action does not establish
equal quantities.

B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Mutual trust runs in both directions. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: 1% HHE1F.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o fBTI4k I FERY. describes helping one another. It does not establish that each
person spent the same number of minutes, gave equal money or performed the
same task.

e In a larger group, context identifies the reciprocal relationship. Do not infer from
fi It alone that every possible pair performed every action equally often; that
stronger description needs more detail.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

.. AR (ever since)

B A period from graduation is not a list of nonstop work

« At the present point in an original conversation, 8MEPASE , B—HEHMBIT-. describes
being busy over the period since graduation. The graduation event sets the start;
the current conversation supplies the endpoint.

o This ordinary description does not claim that every second contained work or that
the speaker never slept. PA frames the period; the rest of the sentence says what
happened within it.
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A since-period and its events have separate jobs

Start: == ference point: this conversatio
Start: £8)Ml — reference point: this conversation
EE AR frames the period

Count: B]ZR =K

Three returns, not continuous returning

Report written in 2024

A reader in 2026 still needs later evidence to update it

PASR frames time; the predicate supplies a count or state.

B Place PAE after the time or event expression

o EBPPASE means since graduation in the modern use taught here. =Z4EPAR refers
to the period over the past three years, reaching the current reference point.

o The preceding expression can name an event, a date or a duration. PA3 is not an
English-style preposition placed before 5)\l.. Read the whole time phrase before
deciding where its period begins.

ALK, B—EBN.

bi ye yi lai wo yi zhi hén madng

Word guide: 5\ — graduation; DA — since; 3¢ — I, — & — all along; R — very; {T° —
busy.

B The predicate supplies frequency, not PAJ alone
o HPPASK, BPEIZEK =K T . describes three returns during the period since

graduation. It does not turn those returns into a continuous action.

o Compare BMIPAR, B —EMM:. The ongoing description comes from — 1R
|2, while the counted events come from ={KX. The same period marker can frame
different kinds of events or states.

ALK, REFER=ZKT .

be ye yi lai wo hui xué riao san ci le

Word guide: 5\l — graduation; PAZKE — since; 3, — I; [7] — return; 2#4% — school; =ik
— three times.
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B Separate since, after and before

o BBV PAE, BRWMB) T L. locates a move after graduation; it does not itself
describe a period continuing to now. ¥NLPAR, REZFER =K T . counts returns
across the since-period.

o EBMVPAHEI concerns time before graduation. These forms can describe events in the
same life story but give different time relationships. Do not substitute them merely
because the nearby nouns match.

B A dated report supplies its own present
A report written in 2024 says 2020 4EPA , SERFF T =1 151R. Its count reaches
the report’s reference point, not automatically the day you read it in 2026.
o When updating that report, check later course openings before repeating the count.
PAZK does not silently update the evidence, just as a printed timetable cannot notice
that you missed the bus.

B Transfer the period while preserving the count

o Original statement: X4~ H DA, RIZE T W4T, frames two books read during the

period since this month began. It does not claim two books every day or identify
the titles without further information.

e Meaning reference: Ministry of Education concise dictionary: PAZK. Our dates,
counts and examples are original teaching cases. See the unit reference.

o Read start, reference endpoint and predicate separately; the period marker does
not supply a frequency or a new current count.

B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A period from graduation is not a list of nonstop work. Decide

what the speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: P, F—HART .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o VDA, BB T L. locates a move after graduation; it does not itself
describe a period continuing to now. $NVPASE, BEIZER=IR T . counts returns

across the since-period.

o NV PAR] concerns time before graduation. These forms can describe events in
the same life story but give different time relationships. Do not substitute them
merely because the nearby nouns match.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Y ... BBHE (when ...)

B A phone call during cooking is not a call after dinner

o Original account: S4RBARKIEE, HIEWM T . places the ringing phone within

the time when I was cooking. It does not say that cooking had finished before the
phone rang.

o BMMFEWPAIE, BIEMW T . instead places the call after I finished cooking. The
phone is the same, but the time relation has changed; grammar cannot rescue the
dinner from an interruption.

During cooking differs from after cooking finished

HFMIRAAS i |, BBIEM T,

The phone rings within the cooking time frame

FASSTIRCASS | BBIEND T,

The phone rings after cooking is completed

What remains unstated

The caller’s identity and reason need more information

A time relationship does not itself establish a cause.

B Frame a time with X4 ... FJEME

o 24 + clause + HJBPfE, main clause provides a when/while frame. In 24FR[H]
EREHE, KB7T. , the homecoming is the time frame for the statement about
darkness.

 This taught full pattern ends its time clause with BJHf{%. Chinese also has shorter
time expressions such as FRPIFZFBHME and 24B}; this is not a rule that every use
of 24 must contain the same closing words.

LB REHR, KRBT .
dang wo hut jia de shi hou tian hei le
Word guide: 24 — when; F& — I; [1] 5% — get home; BJBH{E — when; K — sky; 2 — dark.

B Let the actions determine moment or interval
o In SIRMARBIREE, HBIEW T, cooking supplies an interval and ringing happens
within that frame. 24FRB|FHPIBME can frame the point of arrival instead.

o Y4 . HYBHE does not impose one fixed action duration. Read whether the event
is a process, an arrival or a repeated situation; do not translate every example as
either “after” or a long continuous action.
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LRI, BERT .

dang wo zuo fan de shi hou dian hua zidng le
Word guide: 4 — while; F — I; i}t — cook; Bz — when; H§F — phone; i — ring.

B A time frame does not establish a cause

LWRBIFHWEE, FWT . puts rain and arrival in a time relationship. It does

not prove that my arrival caused the rain.

Likewise, the phone ringing during cooking does not say who called or why. Timing,
cause and identity are separate claims; additional words are needed to establish the
latter two.

B Keep the relationship in a new scene

You were reading when a friend arrived: 24IRE\FHHIEHME, BAKFRT . fits that

frame. If the friend came only after you finished the book, use a completion-plus-
after expression instead.

For a future or recurring situation, the surrounding sentence supplies its time: 24

WRBEFBHHE, BFRITHEIE. — Call me when you need help. 4 ... g

alone is not a past-tense marker.

B Ask when, then check what remains unknown

HSK 5 « 5 Nouns

Identify the time-frame clause and the main event. Choose when/while versus after
from their stated relationship, without inventing causation or an exact duration.
The cooking, rain and reading scenes are original examples. Compare the full unit
reference and the PA3E lesson: a during-event frame and a since-period do different
jobs.

A time clause locates the event; it does not itself identify a cause, a caller or a
tense.



Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A phone call during cooking is not a call after dinner. Decide
what the speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: 4F AU, B3R T .

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

WRB FHIBME, TW T . puts rain and arrival in a time relationship. It does

not prove that my arrival caused the rain.

Likewise, the phone ringing during cooking does not say who called or why.
Timing, cause and identity are separate claims; additional words are needed to
establish the latter two.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Noun + X4~ + Category (sizing up)

B A person frame can introduce praise as well as criticism

 In an original team discussion, X ABBVF. presents a comment about him
as a person: he is warm and welcoming. X4~ A helps frame the person being
discussed; it does not make the comment negative.

o Compare XA AHF BJUHL . — He is a little careless. The evaluation changes
with the predicate. The same frame can introduce praise or a reservation; it has
not decided the verdict before hearing the evidence.

The frame does not decide the evaluation

XA + RIS

A warm, positive comment in the team discussion

XA + BRJLED

A reservation about carelessness

FOLIZRTE

A possible hesitation use in another exchange

Read topic, category, comment and conversational context together.
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B Read the topic and its category together

o M + XA4A + comment frames “him as a person” for the following statement.
In JEFEXAIRTITB K, the city category frames a comment about Beijing.

e Choose a category that fits what you are discussing. This is not an instruction
to insert X~ before every noun. Pronouns and names can take such a frame, so
“noun” in a lesson label is a useful shorthand rather than a complete grammar rule.

ftX A AR RAF .
ta zhé ge rén hén re qing
Word guide: i — he; iX-~ — this; A\ — person; & — very; #v[F — warm.

PASY

B The following words supply the actual comment

o XM ABBUF describes his manner, while 43X A B JUKHL describes care-

lessness. Neither sentence by itself tells you his age, job or the number of people
who agree.

o In this discussion the longer person frame can emphasise the person as the topic. fifi
BBHE is also grammatical. Tone depends on the predicate, delivery and context;
the frame alone does not guarantee a hostile or intimate attitude.

ftX A BRIV .
ta zhé ge rén you didnr cu zin
Word guide: i — he; X~ — this; A — person; F fiJL — a little; #H.0» — careless.

B Distinguish a frame from an ordinary demonstrative
o INMARBBIEZI. can simply identify this person as my teacher. There is no
earlier ftfi topic followed by a personal assessment in that sentence.

o XA ABBYF, frames him for a comment. Both contain X~ A, but the wider
sentence tells you what it is doing; the string alone is not a reliable tone detector.

B A hesitation use needs the spoken exchange

o XA ... BRIEBYHLE. can use X1~ as a hesitation before “I have not decided
yet”. It is not the person-frame pattern and supplies no named category such as
A or 3T here.

« A pause alone does not make every X~ a filler: someone could pause while pointing
to a real object. Check the exchange and referent. Written examples illustrate
possible uses; actual delivery may clarify the meaning.

B Transfer the frame without assuming a verdict

o JEFEXAIRTAEMAE, frames Beijing for a comment about transport conve-

nience. It does not claim that every aspect of life there is convenient; the following
words identify what is assessed.

o Our team and city examples are original practice. See the unit reference; identify
the topic, category and comment before choosing an interpretation.
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e Read what is framed and what is said about it; X~ alone does not establish
criticism or hesitation.

HSK 5 « 5 Nouns

B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A person frame can introduce praise as well as criticism. Decide
what the speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: x> AfR#HUE .

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

EPMARBRBFZNM. can simply identify this person as my teacher. There is no
earlier fifi topic followed by a personal assessment in that sentence.

XN AR BAE. frames him for a comment. Both contain %> A, but the
wider sentence tells you what it is doing; the string alone is not a reliable tone
detector.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



Particles
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Final T: change and completion in context

B The same ending can change the lunch conversation

A friend offers lunch after you return from the canteen. FMZAR T o tells them you
have eaten in this situation. It changes whether another meal is needed; it does
not specify how many bowls you ate.

o At home, a parent calls B58R 7!  while putting food on the table. Here the call
announces mealtime. Treating every final | as “already finished” would reverse
the intended action.

B Locate final T before deciding its job

o In RIZART . , T follows the verb and its object at the end of the sentence. The
original example below keeps that position. Final | can present a changed or
newly relevant situation.

o Compare RIET=BiMR. : | directly follows 17, before the counted object. This
presents the eating as carried out. Position and context both matter; an object
alone does not ban final | .

RIZRT .
wo chi fan le

Word guide: & — I; #Z — eat; Yt — meal.

B A changed state need not be a finished action

o A visitor removes a coat: BIFEA¥ T . means it is no longer cold in this situation.
The sentence describes a changed state rather than a completed act of being cold.

e« B FMT. warns that rain is approaching; it does not report that the rain has
already ended. Read the words around | instead of adding one English past-tense
ending everywhere.

HSK 5 « 6 Particles @



Final S needs its situation

After lunch: FEZiR T,

An eating report in this conversation

A call to the table: FZiR T !

Mealtime is announced; eating need not be finished

A visitor removes a coat: IRTEARL T,

A changed state, rather than a completed act

Position, surrounding words and context work together.

B Negation can preserve a change
o RWIZM. denies that the eating happened in the stated period. In this ordinary

completed-action negative, % replaces the positive action report; do not mechani-
cally append verb-J .

o A diner says they used to eat at this shop but have changed their habit: FAR

FEXHEERT . means they no longer eat here. A and final T fit this changed
situation; the sentence does not report a finished meal here today.

B Two positions can appear together

e RIZET=BiRT . can report three bowls eaten as a now-relevant total. The first
T follows the verb; the second ends the sentence. The presence of a counted object
does not force one position to disappear.

o The total still does not tell you whether a fourth bowl will follow. Ask for the
relevant context instead of turning a count or particle into a guarantee that the
speaker will never eat more.

B Transfer the meaning before choosing a translation

o Change the lunch offer to a call to the table, or change eating to a weather state.
Identify what is newly relevant, then check whether an action has been carried out,
is approaching or is not the point.

o Compare this lesson with verb- | and duration. The forms can work together; the
practical question is what this speaker communicates here.

e Final T is not a universal “finished” or past-tense label. Keep its position, the
surrounding words and the conversational situation together.

o A changed habit, an approaching event and a completed-action report need different
English paraphrases.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: The same ending can change the lunch conversation. Decide
what the speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: FIZR T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o WM. denies that the eating happened in the stated period. In this or-
dinary completed-action negative, 7% replaces the positive action report; do not
mechanically append verb-J .

o A diner says they used to eat at this shop but have changed their habit: A
EXHEZER T . means they no longer eat here. AN and final T fit this changed

situation; the sentence does not report a finished meal here today.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + T + Complement (le after the verb)

B Two hours of reading is not two hours ago
o At a break, a reader reports EF T WA/Mif. The two hours measure the read-

ing they carried out. They do not locate its starting time two hours before this
conversation.

o The reader can later resume. Reporting this stretch of reading does not mean the
whole book is finished or that all future reading has stopped.

B Put verb-T before the duration

o In the original example, T directly follows Z&; W4~/NBt supplies the duration.
With a counted object, IE T =4, presents a purchase of three books as
carried out.

o The particle describes how the action is presented, rather than serving as a general
English past tense. Time phrases and the larger sentence locate the event.

RE T WA/

wo kan le lidng ge wido shi
Word guide: 3% — I; & — read; P — two; 4~ — (measure word); /N — hours.

B Change the time without changing the particle into a tense

o FERIBRE THI/Et. locates the reported reading yesterday. A/ N EIIRIFIE

FH. instead locates the start two hours ago; Fij makes that relationship explicit.
o In aplan, ERETXAE, BAYRITE. means to discuss it after the reading is

done. The reading is a future condition here; |~ does not force it into the past.
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Duration differs from event time

BB TN,

Two hours measures the reading carried out

AN R IEE B,

Two hours ago locates the start

FRETEAH , BIFRTE,

Reading is a future condition for discussion

A duration alone does not establish whole-book completion.

A current stretch can use both positions

A friend asks how long you have been reading while you are still at the book. F&FHE

THANT, BEREEF . reports a two-hour stretch up to now and explicitly
says the reading continues.

Compare the break report without that continuing context. Do not infer “stopped
forever” from one | or “still doing it” from a duration alone; the surrounding
statement supplies evidence.

Change a positive report into a negative carefully
BRET=AF. reports buying three books. F¥EEF. denies buying books in
the stated period; this ordinary negative does not keep verb-7 after K.

BREEWHI/N, RET—A/Mf. denies a two-hour duration and reports one
hour instead. It does not deny all reading: the correction explicitly supplies some.

Identify what the quantity actually measures

A duration answers “how long”; a counted object answers “how many”; a phrase
with Hj can answer “how long ago”. Find which question the sentence answers
before calculating or translating it.

Change the report to tomorrow’s plan or change two hours to one. Keep the action,
quantity and time relation separate; none of these examples alone proves that an
entire book was finished.

Verb- | presents the action as carried out within its context. It can occur in a
future condition as well as a report about yesterday.

Duration, event time and whether activity continues are separate claims that need
their own evidence.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Two hours of reading is not two hours ago. Decide what the
speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: & T /Nt .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o A friend asks how long you have been reading while you are still at the book.

BETWHA/NNT, BEREF. reports a two-hour stretch up to now and

explicitly says the reading continues.

o Compare the break report without that continuing context. Do not infer
“stopped forever” from one | or “still doing it” from a duration alone; the
surrounding statement supplies evidence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Statement + B (obviously / you know)

B A beginner’s mistake receives an explanation

« A new team member misses a step. A colleague says fi2EF M. to present
being a beginner as an understood explanation. It can support giving help, without
deciding that every mistake is acceptable.

o Another colleague may still disagree about the explanation. W shows how the
speaker presents the claim; it does not prove that the listener shares it or that the
claim is objectively settled.

B Attach W to the statement being presented
o The original XfRfRjBAME. presents this task as easy in the speaker’s view. W is at
the end of the statement; it is not the yes/no-question particle I in this example.

o Translate the conversational effect where helpful: “it’s simple, you know” may fit.
A fixed “obviously” can sound too strong in some English contexts; there is no one
translation for every delivery.

XAR R BRI
zhe hén jian dan ma
Word guide: iX — this; R — very; fij B — simple.
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Keep the speaker’s assumption separate from evidence

If the listener replies SfFRF VAL, , they say it is not easy for them. That
response can challenge the original assumption without making the first utterance
ungrammatical.

Evidence might show that beginners need instructions; the particle itself supplies
no measurements of skill or task difficulty. Discuss the reason, rather than treating
Wi as proof.

Presenting an assumption does not prove agreement

X 1R &) 2 I

The speaker presents this task as easy and understood

Listener: W RIZAE R,

The listener says it is not easy for them

XIRE M ?
A different job: ask whether the task is easy

Check the claim and response as well as the particle.

Compare B, ' and g in an actual exchange
XBHEAG? asks whether this is easy. :XRHJEEME. presents that judgement as

understood. Changing the character changes the conversational job, even though
both can be transcribed ma without tone marks.

After giving your view, #R¥EFBWE? invites the other person’s opinion. It is a
follow-up on the shared topic, rather than a substitute spelling for the statement

particle Tf.

A reason can reassure or sound impatient

A patient colleague may use MR H F-WK. to explain why help is needed. An
impatient response with the same particle may sound dismissive; surrounding words
and delivery matter.

The written check can identify the stated reason. It cannot certify a kind tone
from W alone or assess the actual sound of a recording that was not supplied.
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Test the explanation in a changed situation

If the teammate is experienced, “he is a beginner” no longer fits the stated facts.
Choose a reason supported by the new situation instead of keeping the particle and
repeating the old claim.

If you do not know whether the task is easy, IXfB & EIL? can ask about it.
Decide whether you are making an understood claim or requesting information
before selecting the particle.

In these statements, W presents an explanation or judgement as understood. A
listener can question the assumption.

Keep statement W, yes/no 1% and follow-up Wg distinct; written particles do not
prove agreement, evidence or tone.

B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A beginner’s mistake receives an explanation. Decide what the
speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: fifl2 5 Tk

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o XBRBAM? asks whether this is easy. XIREIEWK, presents that judgement as

understood. Changing the character changes the conversational job, even though
both can be transcribed ma without tone marks.

o After giving your view, #RBEFENB? invites the other person’s opinion. It is a
follow-up on the shared topic, rather than a substitute spelling for the statement
particle Wf.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

R: follow-up questions and shared context

Your view makes room for another person’s view

You say that the morning session suits you, then ask #R¥EFBWE? The friend is
invited to give their view about that shared plan. The question does not supply
their opinion in advance.

After BARIZHKMR . , #/RWB? asks about the other person’s lunch in this exchange.
After T E¥F. , the same short question asks where the other person lives. The
topic supplies what is left unstated.
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B Use g within the question’s structure

o The original #R3EFEFME? keeps the verb 4545 and ends with Ig. A short follow-up
can use #RWB? when the shared topic makes the intended question clear.

o XMBMTBNG? directly asks whether this is easy. Do not mechanically replace 15
with lJg in every yes/no question; question words, structure and context have their
own jobs.

PRIEATIE?

ni jué de ne

Word guide: R — you; 545 — think.

B A missing object can prompt a different follow-up

o While searching for a phone, EJFHYLIE? asks where it is or what has happened
to it. It asks about the missing phone, rather than requesting someone’s opinion.

« In a shoe shop, you ask one pair’s price, point to another pair and ask XA Wg?
The shared price question makes this “and this one?”; the isolated words do not
decide whether you mean price, size or colour.

Shared context supplies the missing question

After B FIRIZAKIR, — fRIE ?

Ask about the other person’s lunch

After B Eig, = 1RIE?

Ask where the other person lives

A missing phone: FHIFHIE ?

Ask where it is or what happened to it

I also occurs in statements: Fx1IEEE BIE,

B Conversational does not guarantee gentle

e In a friendly planning exchange, #RBEHBME? can sound open and conversational.
The same words with an impatient tone can challenge someone to respond.

o If the topic is unclear, name it: #RIEEBXNTTRIELAHEN? asks about this plan.
Adding 8 does not replace the information needed to understand the question.
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Not every sentence with g is a question

RIEFEF PN, is a statement about reading in progress here. It has no missing
opinion or location to answer; lIg also appears in statements beyond this lesson’s
main question pattern.

Compare /REFHAME? : {14 asks what is being read. Identify the sentence’s
structure and situation instead of using lJg alone as a question detector.

Restore the shared question before answering

For #RIB? or XAMIB? , recover the previous topic and what changed: the person or
item. Answer that question, rather than always translating the particle as “what
about”.

Change the topic from lunch to residence, or from shoe price to colour. The ap-
propriate answer changes even though the short follow-up stays the same.

IR can help frame a question or follow-up, but shared context supplies its missing
content. It also occurs in statements.

The written form does not guarantee politeness or identify the intended question
without its surrounding exchange.

B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Your view makes room for another person’s view. Decide what
the speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: {Ruf5NE?

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e In a friendly planning exchange, #RFEFRIBE? can sound open and conversational.
The same words with an impatient tone can challenge someone to respond.

o If the topic is unclear, name it: #RFEARXATHRIELAFENR? asks about this plan.

Adding g does not replace the information needed to understand the question.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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Prepositional phrases
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

PAL / PA'F (and above / and below)

® One more visitor, or two?
e A fictional room notice says =+ APATF, ®IE =T A. - thirty people or fewer,
including thirty. There are twenty-nine people inside.

e One more person reaches the limit. Two more make thirty-one: beyond this notice’s
allowed range.

B Put the unit before the range word

o Use number + unit + PAE / PATF: +/\% DA — eighteen years old and above;
—+ APAF — thirty people and below.

o In the age example, 7 fE makes the age a required condition. It does not tell us
whether every other entry condition is satisfied.

TABAEABEE.

shi ba sui yi shang cdi néng kan

Word guide: +/\ — eighteen; % — years; PA_I* — and above; 4" — only then; §g — can;
& — watch.

B Separate an included limit from a strict one

o Our notice explicitly includes thirty. AB]=-+ A — fewer than thirty people —
excludes thirty; #3d=-+ A — more than thirty — also excludes thirty.

o For whole people, the largest count below thirty is twenty-nine. Read a notice’s
explicit definition before deciding whether its endpoint is included.
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Headcounts at a boundary

Explicitly inclusive: =T AT , B8F=1tA
29 allowed | 30 allowed | 31 beyond the limit

Strictly below: A& =+ A
29 below thirty | 30 excluded | 31 excluded

Strictly above: #iX =+ A
29 excluded | 30 excluded | 31 above thirty

The wording of the actual notice defines its endpoint.

B Keep the number and unit together
. FAFPALE, BFET/ARF includes age eighteen in this fictional clip rule. It does
not mean eighteen people, or under eighteen.

e =F+IEPATF, BFE="1FIC sets a money limit. The same number with A sets a
headcount limit: units change what is counted.

B Recalculate when the notice changes
e A new notice says —T+FHAPAT, BIFE_F+FHA. With twenty-four people inside,
one more fits; two more do not.

e The old thirty-person answer cannot be reused. Identify the new limit, whether it
is included, and the current count.

B Make a decision from the full notice

« For the original inclusive thirty-person notice, compare the final count with thirty:
twenty-nine plus one is allowed; twenty-nine plus two is not.

o PAE/ PAF give a range. They do not establish whether a room is open, a ticket
is available, or another condition is met.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: One more visitor, or two?. Decide what the speaker wanted
to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in
Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with
the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: =+ APAFN, WHF =1 .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o FAZPAE, mIFET/\# includes age eighteen in this fictional clip rule. It does

not mean eighteen people, or under eighteen.

e =+JGPAT, HIFE="17IC sets a money limit. The same number with A sets a
headcount limit: units change what is counted.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Prepositions
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

HAM (ever since)

B A report needs a starting event

« A student moved here in March. In an April conversation, they say HM¥EXJL,
BABIFL. — Since coming here, I have been happy.

o The arrival is earlier than the report. The sentence connects a later state to that
starting event; it does not describe a route from a place.

B Introduce the earlier starting point

o Use HM + earlier time / event, later situation. H M 3iX JL supplies the
starting event; FAR I gives the later state.

- BEM=A#k, BREFTEBE=. — Since moving here in March, I have visited
the library three times. Repeated events also fit.

HMRXIL, BBFFL.

2t cong ldv zher wo hén kai zin

Word guide: H M — ever since; 3¢ — come; iX JL — here; 3 — I, R — very; JFib» —

happy.

B Keep the report’s endpoint
o The April report counts three visits between the March move and that conversation.
It does not mean three visits every day.

o A copy of that April report read in June is still an April report. Do not silently
add two more months or claim three is the June total.
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Keep the report’s endpoint

March: moved here

Starting event

April: reported three library visits

Count belongs to the March—April interval

June: someone reads the old report

Reading date does not update the original total

Read the whole sentence and the stated context.

B Compare time, place and a future plan
o MBAERFFNG, REFER B3, starts a future plan. MZERSGEB)ZEN. starts a
route at the school. Use plain M in these examples.

o HA highlights an earlier time or event leading into a later situation. It cannot
replace M in every route or future-start expression.

B A sequence is not proof of cause
o AHMBT RN, REBBRIBEESL T . reports clearer vision after changing seats. It
connects the observations in time.

e To claim the seat was the only cause, we would need more evidence. H M alone
does not rule out a new pair of glasses or another change.

B Read the start, report and later situation

o Find the earlier starting point, then the situation or events reported after it. Re-
peated visits need their own count and endpoint.

o Keep HAM distinct from a place route and a future plan. A time connection does
not automatically prove an exclusive cause.

HSK 5 « 8 Prepositions @



B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A report needs a starting event. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: HMEiX L, BRI

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o MBARFFHE, BREFRER L2, starts a future plan. MEEREB]EY,, starts

a route at the school. Use plain M in these examples.

o HAM highlights an earlier time or event leading into a later situation. It cannot
replace M in every route or future-start expression.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

5 + Person (for someone’s sake)

B Work for the people using the service
o A community team helps residents. BATHKFRSE . — We serve everyone. F1]
names the workers; K names the people served.

o The sentence states whom the service is for. It does not prove every resident used
it or was satisfied.

B Place the person before the action

o In this pattern, use subject + 3 + person + action. } is read wei: K H
k55, MAR R HES M — prepare dinner for a friend.

e The friend receives the intended benefit. The cook and the friend are different
roles; do not swap them when translating.

BATHKRRIRS -

wo men weét da jia fi wi

Word guide: {7 — we; & — for; KF — everyone; fR55 — serve.
B For someone can have different jobs

o BMMREX,. I am happy for you. Your situation is the reason for my happiness;
this is not a service delivered to you.

o AR YERMAR . names the friend for whom dinner is prepared. Read 2} with

its surrounding action rather than assigning one role everywhere.

HSK 5 ¢ 8 Prepositions @



For someone can have different jobs

BATARKRS.
FA]: workers | KZR: people served

HAMRESH,

{iR: person whose situation prompts happiness

ATERE, BB THK,

B REl: goal | 243t ¥X: action toward it

Read the whole sentence and the stated context.

B Compare a person with an explicit goal

o NTEERH, TATHIE. — To arrive earlier, I took the metro. 4T introduces

the goal of arriving earlier.

(13

e & and /T can overlap in purpose meanings. “ “A always means a person; A |
always means a non-person goal” is too rigid; learn each complete construction.

B Purpose does not guarantee success
o The cook says BIHIAAER TR, BIHAKLKER. Dinner was prepared for the
friend, but the friend did not come.

e The stated purpose remains even when the intended recipient does not eat. “Aff]
& does not prove a successful delivery or a return favour.

B Jdentify who acts and why
o In HRKFEM5, locate the workers, the people served and the action. In ARE 2%,
locate whose situation prompts the happiness.

o For an explicit goal, read the whole *A T phrase. Do not turn a purpose or intended
benefit into a guaranteed outcome.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Work for the people using the service. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: AT HRKFEIRS -
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o« NTERES, BWBTHEL. — To arrive earlier, I took the metro. 77 introduces

the goal of arriving earlier.

e "N and SN can overlap in purpose meanings. “ >4 always means a person; A |
always means a non-person goal” is too rigid; learn each complete construction.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

%} ... ME (as far as ... is concerned)

B The same task can feel different

o Beginners find an assignment hard; experienced users find it easy. ¥ FME, X
B¥ME. — For beginners, this is difficult.

o The sentence takes the beginners’ perspective. It does not say experts must share
that experience.

B Name whose perspective comes first

o Use X} + person / group + M5, comment. X35 makes the following
importance judgement personal.

o NEKUL, XMBEE. is a common alternative. Keep the named viewpoint when
paraphrasing instead of turning it into “important for everyone”.

NERME, XREE.
dut wo ér yan zhé hén zhong yao
Word guide: X — for; 3 — me; 15 — as for; iX — this; f§ — very; F3E — important.

B Different viewpoints can coexist

o MEHFEME, XPW; WREWANE, XMEHE. The two comments concern

the same task and different groups.

o The difference need not be a contradiction. Skill and experience can change a
judgement of difficulty.
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Different viewpoints can coexist

WHFEMS , XRME,

Beginners’ viewpoint: difficult

WRAGHAMNS , X1REZ,

Experienced users’ viewpoint: easy

WERME , XREE.

My judgement; not a universal agreement report

Read the whole sentence and the stated context.

B Perspective is not a quoted speech report

o NEAME, XMEHMAH M. evaluates the arrangement for students. It does

not say every student has personally spoken or agreed.

o SEWXNEHMB . explicitly reports what students said. A viewpoint phrase

and a speech report provide different information.

B Keep a changed group in the answer

A school starts lessons earlier. ¥HEEERIZFEME , XA FE. refers to students
living far away.

e Do not infer that nearby students find it equally inconvenient. The new group
limits this comment even if both groups attend the same school.

B Keep the viewpoint with the judgement

o Identify the person or group after %f, then the comment. Preserve both in your
English paraphrase.

» A viewpoint is not evidence of universal agreement or a direct quotation. Check a
second group separately.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: The same task can feel different. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: XIH M5, XM,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

YRS, XPMEHMR A, evaluates the arrangement for students. It does

not say every student has personally spoken or agreed.

YHERXNEZHMW . explicitly reports what students said. A viewpoint
phrase and a speech report provide different information.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

.. W (including)

B Reserve five seats, not six
o A group organiser says IEREN, —HFAAA. - Including me, there are five
people in all. The organiser is already one of the five.

o Reserve five seats if each person needs one. Adding the organiser again would count
the same person twice.

B Put the included member before FEWH
o Use %5 + member / items + FEP, whole set: fUFEFRLEN. 76 places the
named member inside the stated set.

o The original sentence’s total is five. The remaining people number four, because
five includes the speaker.

@ﬁﬁ&m9 _‘;#ﬂﬁ\ko

bao kuo wo zai net yi gong wi ge rén

Word guide: @35 — including; F — me; £ N — included; —3t — in total; fi. — five; 4~
A\ — people.

B Compare included and additional members

o AHEBEN, —HLHANAN. gives five total. BT, BHELIA. in this stated

counting contrast gives five others plus me: six total.

e Do not carry the second total into the first sentence. Look at whether the five
already includes the speaker.
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Count the speaker once

BEHREAR, —HANA

me other other other other

5 total

BT, 28RN A, 6 total

ERR O ORRORRORNE)

me other other other other other

Inside five: 1 + 4. Five others plus me: 1 + 5.

B Inclusion also works without a count
. HAFERREN, BRERFB. — Open every day, including weekends. The claim
includes weekend days.

o It does not state the opening hours or the ticket price. Membership in the open-day
set is different from those details.

B Change the included group
o BIEBNMEERN, —HFHNAANAN. — Including two teachers, there are eight people
in all. The teachers occupy two of the eight places.

o There are six other people in this situation, not eight others plus two teachers.
Recalculate from the new total and included number.

B Count each included person once

« For five including me, subtract one to find four others. For eight including two
teachers, subtract two to find six others.

o For a non-numerical set, identify what is included without inventing a count, sched-
ule or price.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Reserve five seats, not six. Decide what the speaker wanted

to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in

Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with

the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: W3EFHLEN, —IHLFAA A,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o WIERERERN, BREFFH. — Open every day, including weekends. The claim
includes weekend days.

o It does not state the opening hours or the ticket price. Membership in the open-
day set is different from those details.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

& (on the basis of / by)

B A ticket is an entry credential
« A fictional venue notice says FeEE A3, — Admission by ticket. Visitors are asked
to show a ticket as the basis for entry.

e The phrase does not name the price, performance time or whether the ticket must
be for today. Read any additional rules too.

B Name the basis before the action
o Use £ + credential / resource / basis + action. 2% A}j names a ticket;
G H W names experience used to make a judgement.

o In the original F£%% 7, {3 T, the speaker credits effort in an actual success.
This is not a promise that every attempt succeeds.

"%, BT,

ping nu v ta chéng gong le
Word guide: £ — by; %17 — effort; fili — he; BT — succeed.

B Keep extra conditions visible
o The full notice says XL RXEAMEAI. — Enter with a ticket valid for that day.

An expired ticket does not meet this stated rule.

o %% introduces the basis, while 4 °K7G % narrows which ticket counts. “I have a
ticket” alone is not enough to evaluate this full notice.

HSK 5 ¢ 8 Prepositions @



Keep extra conditions visible

REEANT,

Ticket: stated basis for admission

RERBUEA.

Today-valid ticket: a narrower stated requirement

T4 FIRR,

Experience: a basis, not proof of a measured check

Read the whole sentence and the stated context.

B Asking for grounds can be a challenge
« In an argument, FRFEAHAHRE? — On what grounds do you decide? — challenges
someone’s basis or authority.

e It is not a thank-you. A phrase about grounds can be neutral or challenging in
context; this argument supplies the challenging reading.

B A basis can still be weak
e BAL, A XEVESEEB. reports a judgement based on experience. It
does not establish that the machine passed a measured safety check.

o Ask what evidence was actually used. The presence of £ names a basis without
proving that basis is sufficient or the conclusion is correct.

B Read the basis and its limits

o Locate the ticket, experience or effort introduced by £, then the action or judge-
ment it supports.

« Additional requirements and evidence quality still matter. A named basis does not
guarantee access, universal success or a correct conclusion.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A ticket is an entry credential. Decide what the speaker wanted
to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in
Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with
the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: £ A 17,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o In an argument, FREATAPE? — On what grounds do you decide? — challenges
someone’s basis or authority.

o It is not a thank-you. A phrase about grounds can be neutral or challenging in
context; this argument supplies the challenging reading.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

ZF (as for / when it comes to)

B Price is raised but left unresolved
o A buyer and seller finish discussing quality. Z2F44, PABGEPE. — As for the
price, we will discuss it later.

o Z T raises price as a separate issue. PAJ5 - postpones it; no price is agreed in
this sentence.

B Add a comment to the named topic

e Use 2F + topic, comment. & T {4 names the issue, and PAJ5 -1 tells
what the speaker proposes to do about it.

o« BT EMHHE, BHRMIA. — As for delivery time, confirm it tomorrow. This

postpones confirmation, not necessarily delivery itself.
EZTHHE, AEER.
zhi yu jia gé yi hou zai shuo
Word guide: £F — as for; #1#% — price; PLJ5 — later; - — again; $i — discuss.
B Different issues can have different states

e Quality may be accepted while price remains unresolved. Delivery time may still
need tomorrow’s confirmation.

« Changing to a topic is not the same as settling it. Read the comment after that
topic before deciding what is known.
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Different issues can have different states

Quality: already discussed

A comment on one issue

EZTHN1E , aBii.

Price: discussion postponed

ETFix53R(8] , BARHIA,

Delivery time: confirmation tomorrow; date unstated

Read the whole sentence and the stated context.

B Keep other uses separate
o BT, BRITIBEHE . leaves the price undecided. RAEFXAHM, suggests
it should not be so expensive.

o The second construction does not introduce price as a fresh discussion topic. Learn
ANETF as its own expression instead of translating every £7F as “as for”.

B Transfer to who will do the work
s ETHERMATFT, RMNBEHE. — As for who will be responsible, we have not
decided yet.

o The responsibility question is now on the agenda, but no person is named as the
chosen organiser. Topic selection is not person selection.

B Separate the issue from the decision

o Name the issue after £, then read its actual comment: postponed, undecided
or confirmed.

« Do not infer a price, delivery date or responsible person from a topic phrase alone.
Keep AN % TF separate from the topic-changing use.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Price is raised but left unresolved. Decide what the speaker

wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write

it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare

with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: T M#%, PAJGFUL.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o ETHHE, BATEEYLE . leaves the price undecided. REFX AR, suggests
it should not be so expensive.

e The second construction does not introduce price as a fresh discussion topic.
Learn /N £ as its own expression instead of translating every £F as “as for”.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

%4 (colloquial passive)

B The cup is affected, not the doer
e You find a broken cup and report FRFEEFTHE T — The cup got broken. The
sentence uses colloquial passive Z5.

e M is what was broken. The sentence names no doer; it does not identify who
broke it or whether it was intentional.

B Read the affected thing before %5

o In this passive pattern, use affected thing + #§ + (doer) + action / result.
PRTFZ5FTHE T leaves the doer out.

o MTH/NEFTWET . names Xiao Li as the doer. The cup still receives the effect
of 1.

WFLRITHT .

bei zi géi da po le

Word guide: #fF — cup; 4 — (passive); $TH¥ — break.

B Follow the action across three forms
o INEFTHETHF. names Xiao Li as the doer first. BRFZE/PEFTHET . names
the affected cup first.

o FFEAFTHET . preserves the broken-cup report without naming Xiao Li. Remov-
ing a name removes information, not the breaking event.
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Follow the action across three forms

INEFTHR T M F

Doer /\Z — breaking — affected cup

MFLNFITHR T,

Affected cup = £3 — named doer /J\Z — breaking

MFLITE T,

Affected cup = £ — breaking; doer unnamed

Read the whole sentence and the stated context.

B %% can give rather than mark a passive
o RABMW—APEF. — I give him a cup. F gives, fil receives, and —HF T is the
item transferred.

o Compare this with #AF254TH8; 7. Giving a cup and reporting a broken cup are
different actions; 25 alone does not identify the sentence’s role.

B Do not invent the unnamed doer

e [183% ET. — The door got closed. No doer is named in this report.

o It does not prove the speaker closed it, or that someone closed it deliberately. Add
those details only when the context supplies them.

B Locate the affected object and the doer

 In this passive use, find what was affected and whether a doer is explicitly named.
A missing doer remains unknown from the sentence.

o Compare complete constructions: #; can also transfer an item or introduce a re-
cipient. Keep the action and result in the interpretation.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: The cup is affected, not the doer. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: #1250 T .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o BRLGM—AHRTF. —1give him a cup. F gives, fill receives, and —HFT- is the
item transferred.

o Compare this with #AF2FT% 7. Giving a cup and reporting a broken cup are
different actions; %} alone does not identify the sentence’s role.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

BE ... BV (as far as ... goes)

B An affordable price is one aspect
« A buyer has checked the price but not tested the item. ¥UH#EEDE, AR. — As
far as the price goes, it is not expensive.

e The evaluation concerns price. Quality, durability and whether the item meets the
buyer’s need remain separate questions.

B Frame an aspect before its comment
o Use Bt + aspect + R, comment. G #5H 8 selects price as the angle for

At

o MMEERD, BFERAE. — As far as quality goes, it still needs checking. A
different aspect needs its own evidence.

BRI, ABt.

jiu gia gé ldv shuo bu gue

Word guide: #t — as for; 4% — price; it — speaking of; A~ — not; 5t — expensive.

B Split an overall choice into aspects

e Price: not expensive. Quality: not yet tested. Delivery: takes a week. These three
comments can all be true of the same item.

» A favourable price does not cancel the unknown quality or the wait. Combine the
relevant facts before deciding whether to buy.
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Split an overall choice into aspects

FMNIEEIR , Aot

Price: not expensive

MRERN , TEENE,

Quality: needs checking

WEMS , TEKNZS,

Personal budget: may still be too expensive

Read the whole sentence and the stated context.

B Contrast an aspect with a person

o BAMHEKVE, A, frames the price aspect. }EMT, BRAKH. frames my

judgement given my situation.
e Those comments need not conflict: a price can compare well with similar goods
and still exceed a person’s budget. The reference for the judgement matters.

B The other Bt needs its own context

o BIZFEPE. — 1 will leave after finishing the meal. Here ¥ connects events; it
does not frame the meal’s price or quality.

o In FUMA& VL, read Ft with 17 #5% 1. Do not assign “immediately” to this scope
phrase just because another use of ¥ can concern timing.

B Keep the comment within its angle

o Identify the aspect after 3, then its particular evaluation. Check price, quality
and delivery separately.

o A favourable comment on one angle does not prove an overall recommendation,
everyone’s agreement or a rapid sequence of events.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: An affordable price is one aspect. Decide what the speaker

wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write

it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare

with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: KL, S5,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o BRI, AH. frames the price aspect. MRME, B A, frames my
judgement given my situation.

o Those comments need not conflict: a price can compare well with similar goods
and still exceed a person’s budget. The reference for the judgement matters.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

# (while / taking advantage of)

B Eat during the useful window
o A meal is ready and still pleasantly hot. #WEIE, - Eat it while it is hot. The
speaker recommends using that favourable state.

o This is a suggestion, not a report that eating already happened. The state may
not last, which makes the timing useful.

B Put the opportunity before the action

o Use # + available time / situation + action. ##Z uses the hot state; #
FARZEARFT uses the lunch break for a bank visit.

e The phrase names an opportunity for the action. It is more specific than merely
saying two events happened at the same time.

R

chén ré chi ba
Word guide: # — while; #t — hot; Iz, — eat.

B Follow the available window

o A student has a lunch break from 12:00 to 12:30 and plans a twenty-minute task.
EK ... connects the task with that available break.

o Starting at 12:20 would finish at 12:40: outside the stated break. # does not make
the task shorter or guarantee that it fits.
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Follow the available window

FEIRRZIE,

Use the hot state: a suggestion to eat

Break: 12:00-12:30; task starts 12:20

Twenty-minute task finishes at 12:40

MIFHIAE | FAEZLE,

Neutral timing: location when rain stopped

Read the whole sentence and the stated context.

B Compare opportunity with neutral timing

e BNET, M ZE . uses a pause in the rain as an opportunity to go home. The
action is recommended during that window.

o TEMIBME, RAIEZEYRS. only locates us at the station when the rain stopped.

It does not itself say we used that moment for an action.

B A lost opportunity changes the advice

o The food has already cooled. Do not describe that present state as #\ just to reuse
E#IZIE. The original hot window has ended.

e One might reheat the food and make a new suggestion. The original sentence alone
does not report reheating or show that it will happen.

B Check the window before using the advice

o Identify the available situation and the proposed action. Check the actual state,
timing and practical duration.

¢ i recommends or describes using an opportunity. It does not prove that the action
happened, succeeded or fits an invented deadline.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Eat during the useful window. Decide what the speaker wanted
to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in
Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with
the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: #Z#ZIE,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o BWET, #HRMZE. uses a pause in the rain as an opportunity to go home.
The action is recommended during that window.

o TERIEME, BRATEZEYR . only locates us at the station when the rain stopped.

It does not itself say we used that moment for an action.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Sentence patterns — focus & existence
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

FARR (if it weren’t for)

B A friend gets you to the right place

o A friend guides you through unfamiliar streets, and you arrive without getting lost.

You say BARR, BEERE T . — If it had not been for you, I would have got
lost.

o Keep two versions apart: the help actually happened; getting lost is the imagined
alternative without that help.

B Remove the helpful condition in imagination

o Use AR + person / situation, result. In this example, {f stands for the
friend’s help; #f introduces the imagined result.

o BEARARKRIEICHTE, REEET . makes the help explicit. ¥ is optional here;

it is not a separate actual event.
BARMR, REBET .
yao bu shi ni wo jiu mi lu le
Word guide: B AJE — if not for; fR — you; F& — I; 5t — then; 2KE% — get lost.
B Read the two versions side by side

o Actual version: a friend guides you and you arrive safely. Imagined version: remove
that help and picture getting lost.

o BT . directly reports getting lost. The same words inside the TR .. B
... alternative do not become an actual report.
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Actual help and an imagined alternative

What happened: your friend guided you

You arrived without getting lost

EARMR , BRI T,

Imagine removing the help: getting lost

BERERIZEE , FFTEEMIBRIT,

B] BE makes the imagined lateness uncertain

An imagined result is not an actual event report.

B Leave room for uncertainty
o BEARKIEME, RVEHIRE T. — Without your reminder, I might have been
late. T]HE makes the imagined result less certain.

o The speaker credits the reminder. The sentence is not an experiment proving that
it was the only possible way to arrive on time.

B Compare an alternative with a thank-you

o ZSRIEME, BRAEIRH|. credits the reminder for avoiding lateness. BARMR
EEE, BPHRB|T . imagines lateness without it.

o Both can express gratitude in this situation. Their result clauses look in different
directions: the actual good result, or an unreal bad alternative.

B Change the event before choosing the pattern

o If you actually got lost and the friend never helped, F K[ T reports that event.
Do not reuse the opening thank-you as its description.

o For a new situation, identify what happened first, then what is only imagined
without the named condition.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A friend gets you to the right place. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: ZLANZ4R, L T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o BARKEEE, BAEEHIED]T. — Without your reminder, I might have been

late. P]HE makes the imagined result less certain.

o The speaker credits the reminder. The sentence is not an experiment proving
that it was the only possible way to arrive on time.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

275 (thanks to / luckily)

B A deliberate search finds the bag

e A friend helps search the station, finds your missing bag, and brings it back. &%
THR, BA®B]. — Thanks to you, I found it.

o The speaker credits useful help. £ 75 can describe deliberate effort; it does not
require a random lucky accident.

B Name the contribution and the result

o Use £75 (T) + helpful person / event, result. | is optional in this pattern;
7 often highlights how the help enabled the result.

o In Z5 TR, FA$Z, the understood object of $%%| is the missing bag from the
conversation. Do not invent a different object.

5 TH, BARI.

duo kui le ni wo car zhdo dao

Word guide: 27 — thanks to; /R — you; & — I; 4" — only then; %% — found.

B A negative event can be avoided successfully

o ZSRIREE, BABIRH|. — Thanks to your reminder, I was not late. iR is

the beneficial result here.

o ZTREME, RW T4, credits a reminder for bringing an umbrella. It works
without 7", and does not claim that rain actually fell.
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Credit the help and check the outcome

2S5 TR, HABEE,

Helpful search = bag found

ZoiriREE , HAIRIRE,

Helpful reminder —> lateness avoided

ZoIRREE , FF TR,

Helpful reminder = umbrella brought; no " required

A useful contribution need not be the only contribution.

B Keep credit separate from ordinary blame
o In the bag example, 275 T X credits the friend for finding it. It does not blame
them for losing it.

e An ironic tone could change a speaker’s intention. With ordinary sincere thanks
as our stated context, choose the beneficial contribution.

B A contribution is not the whole story
e The friend searched and a station worker returned the bag. You may thank the
friend without claiming that nobody else helped.

o If the bag is still missing, & 4 4k %] does not describe the stated outcome. The
useful effort and a successful search are different claims.

B Thank someone for what the evidence supports
o Name the help and its actual benefit: reminding someone to bring an umbrella,
finding a bag, or preventing lateness.

e Choose £ 7 for the helpful contribution, then check the result clause. Do not add
an outcome or an exclusive cause that the context never supplies.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A deliberate search finds the bag. Decide what the speaker

wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write

it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare

with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: £ TR, A .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o In the bag example, £ 75 TR credits the friend for finding it. It does not blame
them for losing it.

e An ironic tone could change a speaker’s intention. With ordinary sincere thanks
as our stated context, choose the beneficial contribution.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

.. B (that’s all / nothing more)

B A joke still has a listener
o After a comment, the speaker says T HEBIFBEME . — [ was only joking, that’s
all. This presents the comment as nothing more than a joke.

o The listener may still feel hurt. [, gives the speaker’s limited account; it does
not prove the effect on someone else.

B Close the claim with &

« Put W& after the limited statement. R ... B and A3F ... ME are common
ways to stress “only this”.

o WHEITHEIME limits the claimed intention to joking. The sentence does not
establish agreement or forgiveness.

RARFHGEME .

wo zhi shi kai wdn xiago ér yi

Word guide: 3¢ — I; HJ& — only; JFILEE — joke; M. — that’s all.

B Jdentify exactly what is limited

e REEBTHWHIME. - Iread only two pages. The limit concerns how much was

read, not whether the reader understood them.

o RARBEMBIONE. [ only offered advice. The speaker limits their role; this
does not say who made the final decision.
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A limited claim leaves other questions open

HRARBTRITME.

Two pages read; understanding remains unstated

HREFIKME,

Speaker’s claimed intention; listener’s feelings unstated

AmTTmE.

Speaker downplays the price; your budget is separate

ME does not change a number or prove harmlessness.

B Small to the speaker may be large to you
e FiTIEME. - Only two thousand yuan. The speaker downplays the amount; it
may still be expensive for the listener.

e The amount is not made smaller by the particle. Check a price against your budget
instead of treating “only” as evidence of affordability.

B Test a changed amount
o A report says REET 4P ME. — [ waited only four minutes. A friend’s
deadline was three minutes.

o Four minutes is longer than that deadline even if the speaker downplays it. The
stated number and the speaker’s attitude are different information.

B Limit the claim, then check the facts

o Find the limited action, amount or role before paraphrasing Jfj .. Two pages, four
minutes and giving advice limit different things.

e A speaker can minimise an event. The listener’s feelings, the importance of the
event and the accuracy of the account still need their own evidence.

HSK 5 ¢ 9 Sentence patterns — focus & existence @



B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A joke still has a listener. Decide what the speaker wanted

to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in

Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with

the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: & H 2B E .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e B TJCME. - Only two thousand yuan. The speaker downplays the amount;
it may still be expensive for the listener.

e The amount is not made smaller by the particle. Check a price against your
budget instead of treating “only” as evidence of affordability.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

¥ (a formal #8)

B A notice requests a closed door
« A written notice says R J3%_E. — Please close the door. 4 introduces |7, the
thing acted on, before 5 _I", the action and result.

o This is a request to change the door’s state. Reading it does not establish that
anyone has already closed the door.

B Name the object, then what happens to it
o This pattern is subject + ¥ + object + verb phrase. In a request beginning
i, the person asked to act may be understood rather than named.

o ¥ ] % _F has the same object-and-action structure as 548 ] % _F. ¥ is common
in formal written instructions.

BRIIX L.
qing jiang mén guan shang
Word guide: i — please; #§ — (#); 1] — door; 3 | — close.

B Read the requested result

o BRHHAERE. — Please put the document on the table. ({2 is the object;
HAE R | tells where it should end up.

o Changing 5 I to 1B changes the requested destination. Naming the object alone
does not give a complete instruction.
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Read 4% in its sentence

BRIX L,
1& — ] (object) = X _E (requested action / result)
SWFHT,

Y (subject) = 4G %517 (future event)

X LET,
"] (subject) = # X £ T (passive event report)

An instruction is different from evidence of completion.

B The same character has another job
o &PE4T. — The meeting will be held. Here ¥ signals a future event, with no
introduced object between }f and 2547.

o [JHER ET . reports that the door was closed. #f gives a passive report; it is not
the instruction’s *f object marker.

B Follow the object in a new instruction

o BRIECHMKE. — Please delete the old file. |H3{4: is the target; the instruction
does not request deleting every file.

o BAENRIHEMBER. — Please do not delete the old file. ANZE changes the request

while ¥ still introduces its object.

B Read the sentence around ¥f
o In iHFF1 1% I, locate the object |] and the requested result % . In £10¥-%¢
47, read ¥ with the event that follows.

e Decide the word’s role from its sentence. A future time mentioned elsewhere does
not automatically turn every ¥ into a future marker.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A notice requests a closed door. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: iR ] % F.

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

SPEEFT. — The meeting will be held. Here ¥ signals a future event, with
no introduced object between $f and %547

(T8 X ET. reports that the door was closed. #f gives a passive report; it is
not the instruction’s f object marker.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



Verbs
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Verb + f+4 (a rebuke)

B A challenge is different from choosing a film

« Someone is staring angrily; the other person snaps BfF4AF! — What are you
staring at?! The repeated phrase challenges the staring.

o A friend at the cinema asks #RAEEFFF2A? — What would you like to watch? That

question asks for a viewing choice.

B Read the action with {24
e Verb + 4 can challenge an action in context: fRzff4! — What’s the rush?!
The repeated verb + f+4 -+ verb also appears: Hf4FE!

o Do not treat every f~4 as a rebuke. Read the surrounding exchange and delivery,
not just the question word or punctuation.

a4l

ni ji shén me

Word guide: 4} — you; 2 — rush; f}+4 — what for.

B The same action can have two conversational jobs

o BHA%! said sharply after unwanted laughter rebukes it. REZEFA? asked
with genuine curiosity requests the reason for laughter.

e The action is laughing in both exchanges. The intended response differs: stop or
justify the action, versus provide information.

The same action can have two conversational jobs

E+4%F | — sharp delivery after staring

Challenge the unwanted action

{R28F{t24 ? — choosing a film

Ask for a viewing choice

fRAaft4 ? BHEESR, — reassuring delivery

Calm the rushing person in this exchange

Keep the named property, context and evidence in the answer.
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B A written phrase does not fix one tone
o IREAAT? BFEERE. can reassure someone who is rushing: there is still time.
The opening staring exchange is confrontational.

o A speaker’s tone and relationship matter. Do not label every {R 214 as an angry
insult or every question mark as sincere curiosity.

B Choose a question that fits your purpose
o A teacher wants to know a student’s reading choice: #REEFHAF? makes the
information request explicit.

o BfF4F! would challenge looking instead. Reusing the same ff2 without
checking the complete phrase can change the interaction.

B Use the exchange to interpret the phrase
 Identify the action, repetition, surrounding words and intended response. A sharp
challenge and a genuine question can contain the same {4

e Preserve context when translating. The phrase alone does not prove universal
anger, politeness or a particular speaker relationship.

B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A challenge is different from choosing a film. Decide what the
speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: E{4E!

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e IREAHAT? BBJRE.. can reassure someone who is rushing: there is still time.
The opening staring exchange is confrontational.

o A speaker’s tone and relationship matter. Do not label every fR& 14 as an
angry insult or every question mark as sincere curiosity.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

A& ... A ... (not as ... as)
B Height is one property
o Two classmates measure 170 cm and 180 cm. The shorter one says TAGRABIAR 2

B. I am not as tall as him.

e The height comparison fits these measurements. It makes no claim about their
speed, kindness or grades.
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B Keep the reference and property together
o Use A + A& + B + FA / X4 + adjective. In FAEAMMAS A 5, fib supplies

the reference and /5 supplies the property.

o XHEABIRMIB L. — This tea is not as hot as that tea. Now the property
is heat, not height.

RABRBABALF -
wo bu ziang ta na me gao

Word guide: & — I; A% — not as; fth — him; AFA — so; & — tall.

B The sentence does not supply the gap

o In the opening measurements, 180 minus 170 is 10 cm. That number comes from
the measurements, not from A~ ... ALAE alone.

o Without measured values, the sentence gives the comparison but no exact centime-
tre difference.

Given measurements: height in cm

BAGtIB 4B, — the stated property is height.
180 — 170 = 10 cm. The numbers supply the exact gap.

B A different adjective reverses the physical reading

o In a stated two-person height comparison, IABMIBALEE. means [ am not as
short as him. The speaker is taller in that context.

o The pattern compares the adjective’s degree. Do not keep a “speaker shorter”

N

answer after /5 changes to %.

B Similarity without a degree is broader
o BABMB., says I am unlike him, with the relevant similarity left to context. It
does not name height.

o BABMUIRAT . specifically compares height. Do not invent an adjective when
the shorter sentence never supplies one.
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B Follow the property before drawing a conclusion
o Locate A, the reference B, and the adjective. Check whether the sentence compares
tallness, shortness, heat or something else.

o Keep other qualities and exact numerical gaps separate unless the situation explic-
itly gives them.

B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Height is one property. Decide what the speaker wanted to

communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in

Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with

the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FAGAMHAL 45 -

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

 In a stated two-person height comparison, ABMIBL%E. means I am not as
short as him. The speaker is taller in that context.

e The pattern compares the adjective’s degree. Do not keep a “speaker shorter”
answer after /5 changes to %&.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

e ... B (compared with)

B An improvement needs a baseline
e A club compares its results with last year and says HhigHE4E, SEHFLT. -
Compared with last year, this year is much better.

o F4F is the baseline; 4-4F is evaluated against it. The sentence gives no score,
percentage or exact size of improvement.

B Name the baseline before the new comment

o Use ki + B (+ 3K), A + comment. Hjif2Z4F introduces last year; A4F 4

£ [ gives the new comparison.

 In these examples, B F4E and HEFAEFR both work. Adding 3 does not swap
the years or add a numerical amount.

HEERE, H4EFET.

bt qi qu nian jin nian hdo duo le

Word guide: Fie — compared with; F4F — last year; 4-4F — this year; I — good; £
T — much more.
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B Numbers come from the stated data

o A fictional score table gives last year 60 and this year 75. HiEHR4E, S4EREBT
+FHA4y. states a fifteen-point increase.

e 75 minus 60 is 15. This measured claim differs from the original {42 T, which
supplies no number.

Numbers come from the stated data

tteESF , SFEFS 7.

Last year: baseline | This year: judged better

Given scores: last year 60 — this year 75

Increase: 15 points, not an invented percentage

tEeSF , ZFERTEAER.

This year: baseline | Last year: 15 points lower

Keep the named property, context and evidence in the answer.

B Swap the baseline, then check direction
o With the same scores, lbES4E, HEMLT 4. compares last year with this
year and reports it fifteen points lower.

o 2 introduces the reference; the following comment determines higher, lower,
better or worse. L alone does not mean improvement.

B A preference is not every possible comparison
. WEHE, REEWSHSL. — Compared with driving, I prefer taking the metro.
This is a personal preference.

o It does not prove the metro is cheaper or faster on every route. A new comparison
needs the particular property and relevant evidence.

B Preserve the baseline and the kind of claim

o Find the item after H,, then what is compared with it. Read the actual comment
rather than automatically adding “better”.

o Distinguish qualitative improvement, a measured gap and a preference. Do not
invent a number or universal advantage.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: An improvement needs a baseline. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: HiEZ4FE, SHEHLZ T,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o With the same scores, W 44E, EEMT T4 compares last year with this

year and reports it fifteen points lower.

o i introduces the reference; the following comment determines higher, lower,
better or worse. i alone does not mean improvement.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

A Al B (not as good as)

B Suggest an alternative to a slow bus
« The bus wait is long, and walking is an available option. ANHIGEREIE, — We might
as well walk. The speaker proposes the alternative.

o The suggestion does not report that anyone has started walking or that everyone
agrees.

B Compare a property or propose an action

« In A + Al + B (+ property), A falls short of B in the stated comparison: %
ASAUNHR M — this is not as good as that.

« For a suggestion, the other option can be understood: AMFERFIE., The proposed
action follows ANf.

AN AHAN T«

zhe ge bu ri na ge hao

Word guide: X~ — this; A% — not as good as; HF~ — that; ¥ — good.

B A favourable comparison has a named angle
o XFIEAMIBHR)EME., — This shop is not as cheap as that shop. The other shop

has the price advantage in this comparison.

o The sentence does not rate service, freshness or distance. Cheaper on this compar-
ison does not mean better in every respect.
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A favourable comparison has a named angle

R 1T g o

A comparison: this falls short of that on goodness

XRENMBRIEEE.

A price comparison; service remains unstated

NNERIE, —ERFEIE,

A walking proposal followed by a preference to wait

Keep the named property, context and evidence in the answer.

B A suggestion can be declined
o A AINFEREI, B: KEBT, BREEIM, The second speaker is tired and
prefers waiting for the bus.

o The original proposal remains a suggestion. The reply supplies disagreement rather
than evidence that walking already happened.

B Keep the alternative when the plan changes
« The group is choosing between eating out and cooking. A UIFEZFMAERME . proposes
cooking at home instead.

o It does not ban restaurants or prove cooking always costs less. Evaluate the pro-
posal against this particular situation.

B Read comparison and suggestion separately

o For A A1 B, preserve the named property. For Al + action, recover the
alternative from the discussion.

e A comparison is limited to its angle; a proposal is not an order, a completed action
or universal agreement.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Suggest an alternative to a slow bus. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: A415E RS,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o A AUEHIE., B BRAKET, BRBEZEI, The second speaker is tired and

prefers waiting for the bus.

e The original proposal remains a suggestion. The reply supplies disagreement
rather than evidence that walking already happened.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Noun / Adj + 4k (-ize / -ify)

B A process becomes simpler

« An office reduces a process from six steps to four. JFER4L T » — The process has
been simplified. fij{k is an established change word.

e The new process has two fewer steps in this situation. f&jff alone does not state
its time saving or whether every user prefers it.

B Learn established words ending in 44
o {k appears in established change words: f&j4k — simplify; 34k — beautify; B 4k
— modernise.

o Use complete words in real sentence frames. Do not attach {k freely to every
adjective or assume the English ending always translates directly.

BT RAALT .
chéng shi xian dai hua le
Word guide: %7 — city; P4k — modernize.

B Compare changes rather than equating them

o fHALHAE makes the process simpler. FEALIFIE makes the surroundings more
attractive. IRPARALT » describes modernisation.

o These are different changes. Making a form prettier does not necessarily reduce its
steps; reducing steps does not establish prettier design.
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Compare changes rather than equating them

BRI

Make the process simpler

ECIME

Make the surroundings more attractive

WAL T,

Modernisation; not a measured time saving

Keep the named property, context and evidence in the answer.

B The sentence determines the word’s job
o RAIHALT HAR. uses fijfk as an action. HEFHIA4L treats modernisation as the
process being advanced.

o Recognising 1k helps recognise change vocabulary. It does not make every resulting
word only a verb in every sentence.

B A simpler process still needs its checks
o The four-step process keeps an identity check. “Simplified” does not mean that
every check was removed or that no mistakes can occur.

o If the user now completes it in eight minutes instead of ten, that separate mea-
surement gives the time saving. The suffix itself supplies no minutes.

B Check the complete word and its use

o Learn the established change word, its sentence frame and the particular change
being described.

o Keep simplification, beautification and modernisation distinct. Count, time and
successful outcomes need their own information.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A process becomes simpler. Decide what the speaker wanted
to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in
Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with
the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: Jifefiiflk T -

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o BAMMALT TR, uses fijfk as an action. HEPEIAR4L treats modernisation as

the process being advanced.

o Recognising 4k helps recognise change vocabulary. It does not make every re-
sulting word only a verb in every sentence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

% + Adj + B (counts as / considered)

B Tall within a class is a judgement
« A student is fairly tall compared with classmates. {FEHEEEFMK . — He counts
as tall in the class.

o The speaker places him in a tall category for that group. The sentence does not
make him the tallest or compare him with every adult.

B State the category being assigned
o Use & + adjective (4 HY) in this judgement: 3= AJ. The class phrase gives
the reference group.

o XBMEH. — This counts as cheap. [} is not required in that example; do not add
it to every % expression as a fixed rule.

A EE R .

ta zai ban 0 suan gao de

Word guide: fth — he; & — in; FFH — the class; 5 — counts as; & — tall.
B A category differs from first place

o A fictional class has heights 168, 175 and 182 cm. In this example the teacher calls
both 175 and 182 “tall”.

e The 175 cm student can count as tall without being tallest. Category membership
and the maximum height are different claims.
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A category differs from first place

Class heights: 168, 175, 182 cm

Teacher’s stated tall group: 175 and 182

EVIEESAY, — studentat 175 cm

Counts as tall; 182 cm student is still taller

XEFEH, /E—TFT=mMm=

Price judgement / numerical calculation

Keep the named property, context and evidence in the answer.

B The reference can change the judgement
o The same person joins a group of much taller players. A speaker’s judgement of
whether he counts as tall may change with that group.

e The person need not have become shorter. The comparison standard changed; 54
F1HY does not set a universal height threshold.

B & also appears in other constructions

o XB{EH. isa judgement about price. BE—F=M—. asks for a calculation.

e The shared character does not give both sentences a category judgement. Read
the surrounding words to identify the job.

B Keep the category and reference group

 Find the property judged with & and the relevant group or comparison standard.
Preserve that limit in the paraphrase.

o Counting as tall is not being tallest. A category judgement is also different from
calculating a numerical answer.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Tall within a class is a judgement. Decide what the speaker

wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write

it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare

with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: filifEHEHE =1 .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The same person joins a group of much taller players. A speaker’s judgement of
whether he counts as tall may change with that group.

e The person need not have become shorter. The comparison standard changed;
B EHY does not set a universal height threshold.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

W% (no wonder)

B A reason makes an absence understandable
A friend did not attend. You learn that he was ill: ¥ERABER, BERWHET. — No
wonder he did not come; it turns out he was ill.

o MEPX expresses the speaker’s understanding of the absence. It does not itself rule
out every other reason for staying away.

B React to an observation with Y&
« Use Y% + observation. The reason may appear nearby: JERAMRE T, YRR
. reverses the order of the two ideas.

o The original ~N3f example can describe not coming in its context. For this com-
pleted absence, 1% makes the event’s non-occurrence explicit.

MEREABAR .
ndan guai ta bu lai
Word guide: ¥ — no wonder; fifi — he; AN — not; 3¢ — come.

B Name the observation and its explanation

o FRMETHE 4, BEXAEH . — He came first; no wonder he is so happy.

Coming first explains the happiness to the speaker.

o This is a reaction of understanding, not an instruction to be happy or proof that
winning is his only source of happiness.
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Name the observation and its explanation

Observation: a friend missed the meeting

Something needing an explanation

New information: he was ill

A reason that makes the absence understandable

SR MIZ R,

Speaker’s reaction; not proof of a sole cause

Keep the named property, context and evidence in the answer.

B A reaction does not establish the evidence
o Someone guesses the absent friend is ill and says YEPABYZ 3. The phrase does not
turn that guess into a confirmed medical fact.

o Check whether the reason was known or only proposed. A confident reaction and
reliable evidence are different things.

B Choose a real question for missing information
o If you still do not know why he missed the meeting, {424 8FK? asks for a
reason.

o WRERABWER. presents the absence as understandable given a reason. It does not
simply ask the same question.

B Separate the reaction from proof

o Locate the observation, the proposed or known reason, and the speaker’s reaction
of understanding. The reason can precede or follow it.

e Do not infer an order, exclusive causation or verified evidence from Y% alone.
Ask a reason question when the information is missing.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: A reason makes an absence understandable. Decide what the
speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: YEPEAE, JFHKWE T -

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

Someone guesses the absent friend is ill and says YRR >E. The phrase does
not turn that guess into a confirmed medical fact.

Check whether the reason was known or only proposed. A confident reaction
and reliable evidence are different things.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Auxiliary verbs
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

¥ / HE / ¥4 (formal future)

B Read tomorrow’s notice
« A school notice says U RFEBH KZEFT. — the meeting will be held tomorrow.
The notice places the event after today.

o It reports the announced plan. Reading it today does not show that tomorrow’s
meeting has already happened.

B Keep the subject and future action
o Put ¥ / FE / ¥4 before the future action phrase: ZERPFSAMHER. — the
school will announce the results.

o In the meeting example, ZEBHR supplies the time and 2847 supplies the event.
does not mark 21 as an object to move.

SPCREER R .
hut yi jiang zai ming tian ju xing
Word guide: 21 — meeting; K — will; fF — at; BiK — tomorrow; 2§47 — be held.

B Separate future and object uses

o &VBFEBRFEAT. announces a future event. R IH L.
qing jiang mén gquan shang
Word guide: i — please; $f — object marker; [] — door; 3¢ _I* — close. asks someone
to close the door; [] is the affected object.

o The same written ¥ does different jobs. Read the whole action phrase, rather than
translating every ¥ as will.
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Separate future and object uses

Notice read today
SRR 1T,

Revised tomorrow start: 15:00
Old start: 14:00 —> one hour later

Future announcement # completed event

RINBEEITT, reports completion

Keep the stated situation and evidence together.

B Re-read a changed time
o A revised fictional notice changes tomorrow’s start from 14:00 to 15:00. The an-
nounced start is now one hour later.

o Use the revised time when planning your arrival. Neither the future form nor a
time on the notice proves the meeting actually began then.

B Choose a register, not a certainty level

e 4 is common in formal written announcements. In a chat about tomorrow, FAl]

B REFF4. is an ordinary alternative.
« A formal style does not make a plan impossible to cancel. &WELBHFTT . instead
reports a meeting already held.

B Check event, time and evidence

 Identify the subject, the action and its stated future time. Keep a future announce-
ment separate from a completed-event report.

o When % puts an object before an action, read that object use separately. Register
alone does not tell you which job ¥ performs.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Read tomorrow’s notice. Decide what the speaker wanted
to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in
Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with
the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: 2 TVUCE7EIH K457,

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

A revised fictional notice changes tomorrow’s start from 14:00 to 15:00. The
announced start is now one hour later.

Use the revised time when planning your arrival. Neither the future form nor a
time on the notice proves the meeting actually began then.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



Verb phrases
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Y5 (hard to avoid / bound to)

B Reassure a beginner, then help
o A teacher says SRS, — mistakes are hard for beginners to avoid. The
teacher is recognising a common difficulty.

o The next step can still be to check and correct the work. Recognising the difficulty
does not mean every error should stay.

B Name the difficult-to-avoid result
o Use Y + result or action phrase: 5§—R E &, ¥HEIK. — feeling nervous
on a first stage appearance is hard to avoid.

o Keep the situation in view: first-time performing supplies a reason for the expec-
tation. YEff itself supplies no number or percentage.

XA
xin show ndn mian chu cuo
Word guide: #;F — beginners; ¥ — bound to; H 45 — make mistakes.

B Keep expectation separate from a count
o In a fictional practice record, twelve beginners try a task and three make an error;
nine do not. Those numbers come from the record.

o The teacher can acknowledge mistakes as hard to avoid without claiming that all
twelve must fail. A learner who succeeds does not turn the phrase into a numerical
rule.
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Keep expectation separate from a count

Fictional practice record: 12 beginners

3 made an error; 9 did not

FrFIER L,

A difficulty expectation, not a count

BREFNERER.

Check and correct; difficulty remains acknowledged

Keep the stated situation and evidence together.

B Use the named situation
. %Liﬁg, Xﬁﬁéﬁﬁ—‘)ﬁo presents heavy traffic as a reason to expect some
lateness. It does not specify ten minutes.

o A different route with little traffic needs its own assessment. Do not transfer the
first route’s reason to every journey.

B Difficulty does not remove responsibility

o YMEHH4E describes an expectation. TERBEFHMIELE IR, asks for checking and

correction; the two ideas can fit together.

o A speaker may reassure someone or acknowledge a problem. The phrase alone does
not prove the mistake was harmless or that correction is forbidden.

B Read a bounded expectation

o Name the circumstances and the result treated as difficult to avoid. Keep actual
counts and waiting times tied to explicit evidence.

e Do not turn ¥iff into every person, every time, a fixed probability or permission
to ignore the result.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Reassure a beginner, then help. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: 1 X% 4 .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

. B EHEMBE, MWHSH— . presents heavy traffic as a reason to expect some

lateness. It does not specify ten minutes.

e A different route with little traffic needs its own assessment. Do not transfer the
first route’s reason to every journey.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

3% (receive / be affected)

B Jdentify who receives the welcome
o Students like a teacher: XALEIMBEZWRM . — this teacher is popular. The teacher
is the person receiving a favourable response.

o The sentence does not say the teacher welcomes someone else. It also does not
prove that every student likes the teacher.

B Learn established combinations
o TIRM describes being welcomed or popular; 3280 describes being affected; 3%
A5 describes getting hurt.

o Learn these combinations as words or phrases. 5% is not a slot that can replace #
before every verb.

fbfR 3wk .
ta hén shou huan ying
Word guide: fth — he; f§ — very; 52 — be; ¥ — welcomed.

B Reverse the viewpoint carefully

o ZEAEIRIMEIF. makes students the people giving the welcome. FIHiZ2E4 WP

keeps the teacher as its recipient.

o Both describe a favourable response in this example. 5% does not mean every
affected person suffers something bad.
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Reverse the viewpoint carefully

FEXLER, — ZBIWZZEIRL,

Students give the welcome; teacher receives it

EETER KSR,

Weather affects match; cancellation not stated

f=1h7,

Injury reported; cause and intention not named

Keep the stated situation and evidence together.

B Follow the named effect

o WEZREEM. says the match is affected by the weather. The weather is the
source of the effect; the match is affected.

o The sentence alone does not report cancellation. A delay, changed conditions or
cancellation needs further information.

B Separate a condition from its cause

o #2245 T . reports that he got hurt. It does not name an attacker, a cause or an
intention.

o A fictional report says three of eight players were injured. That leaves five not
reported injured; the numbers come from the report, not from 5%.

B Track the recipient and the claim

o Find who receives the response or effect. Check the established phrase and any
explicitly named source, such as 24 or KA.

e Do not infer universal popularity, deliberate harm or cancellation. Use a separate
complete sentence when you need to give that extra information.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Identify who receives the welcome. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: Xy Z IR Z W0,

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

WEZRSEM. says the match is affected by the weather. The weather is the

source of the effect; the match is affected.

The sentence alone does not report cancellation. A delay, changed conditions or
cancellation needs further information.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



"But” statements
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

20 (on the contrary / instead)

B Name the expectation that was reversed

o A promised explanation made a problem more confusing.

o MRS, MRMEABHET . — The result is the reverse of the expected increase

in understanding.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is JZJil (on the contrary / instead). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

IZTE, RMEMHEZ.

chi le yao fan ér géng ndn shou
Word guide: 17 — take; 2§ — medicine; [ [fil — instead; 8 — more; ¥E5Z — unwell.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, /AR, BMEMEABE T . : The result is the reverse

of the expected increase in understanding.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Identify the expectation before translating JZ]fij.
o The result need not be objectively bad in every example; reversal is the key relation.

B Use the distinction

o The result is the reverse of the expected increase in understanding.

o Identify the expectation before translating 1. The result need not be objectively
bad in every example; reversal is the key relation.

HSK 5 « 13 "But” statements @



HSK 5 « 13 "But” statements

B Try it with help closed

A promised explanation made a problem more confusing. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: ff#EREG, M EAHE T .

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
Identify the expectation before translating Sz .

The result need not be objectively bad in every example; reversal is the key
relation.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



"Even if” statements
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

e ..., # ... (even if)

B Keep a plan despite possible rain

o A friend has decided to attend an indoor club meeting. FE TN, BtEZE. — even
if it rains, I will still go.

e The possible rain does not reverse that stated decision. The sentence is not a
weather report or proof that the friend has already arrived.

B Join the conceded case to the decision

o In this pattern, i + case, subject + #, 4+ decision links the obstacle to the
decision that survives it.

e nBERTM, TBFE. , NI is the conceded case and Ft 7 is the maintained

decision. Read both clauses before choosing the meaning of Hff&.
METN, REE.
jiu shi xia yu wo yé qu

Word guide: & — even if; Ty — rain; F& — I; th — still; & — go.

B Compare a condition that changes the plan

o RIITFMN, BELAZ. — if it rains, I will not go — makes rain a reason to change
the plan.

e MMETM, BBE. keeps going despite that same possible obstacle. Changing

the connective and the conclusion changes the relationship.

Compare a condition that changes the plan

MBI, #tE,

Rain is conceded; going remains the stated plan

RINFA , FAARE,

Rain would change the decision to not going

X2,

Identifies the book; no even-if relationship

A conceded case is not, by itself, evidence that it occurred.
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B Separate identification from concession
e XMBRKFB. - this is exactly my book — identifies the book. It contains no
even-if obstacle followed by a surviving conclusion.

o The characters ¥f/2 alone cannot settle the meaning. A complete sentence and its
context separate identification from this concessive pattern.

B Check what was actually observed
o A later message says B2 FM J . — it has started raining. That separate report
supplies the actual weather information.

o A statement of intention still is not an arrival record. The friend can later revise
the plan; an earlier concessive sentence does not make future events certain.

B Keep the two jobs apart
o For concessive §fts& .. tH .., identify the conceded case and the conclusion that
survives it. Do not treat the case as proven by the pattern alone.

o For identifying 32, ask what is being identified. Use separate reports for actual
rain, actual arrival or a later changed decision.

B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Keep a plan despite possible rain. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: & My, Fthi.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e XMERMTF., — this is exactly my book — identifies the book. It contains no

even-if obstacle followed by a surviving conclusion.

o The characters §f4& alone cannot settle the meaning. A complete sentence and
its context separate identification from this concessive pattern.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

BE .., # .. (even if)

B Value an attempt despite possible failure

o A team says JREERM, HMESB. — cven if the attempt fails, it is still worthwhile.
They value what they can learn from trying.

e The evaluation survives the conceded failure. This does not say failure is certain
or that the attempt has already succeeded.
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B Keep the two clauses connected
« BB + conceded case, .. #, + conclusion asks the listener to grant a case
without abandoning the conclusion.

o In the original example, 2RI is the conceded case and tH{Ef5 is the evaluation.
The people and attempt can be understood from the surrounding conversation.

HMERM, HER.
jiu suan shi bai yé zhi dé
Word guide: 55 — even if; 2 — fail; 1 — still; {Hf5 — worth it.

® Do not require a worst case
o« MEXNMHERE, EA—EBARMT. — even if this method is cheap, it may
not suit us — grants a favourable price point.

o Cheapness is not the worst possible outcome. #%. can concede a point in an
argument while refusing the conclusion that the point alone is enough.

Do not require a worst case

MEXN , ES.

Failure conceded; worthwhile evaluation remains

MEINNEER , BA—EEEHA].
Cheapness conceded; suitability remains uncertain

Conceded case can be imagined or already known

Use the surrounding evidence, not the connective alone

A conceded case is not, by itself, evidence that it occurred.

B Use context for what is known
« Before a result is announced, RE M, HEHFE. can discuss an imagined failure.
It does not establish that the team failed.

e In a different conversation, a receipt already shows a low price. The speaker can
grant that known price with FEEIXNIpEHEE while still questioning suitability.

B Keep evaluation separate from permission

e The team’s worthwhile judgement belongs to that stated attempt and those speak-
ers. Another person can disagree about its value.

o The sentence supplies no permission to ignore a budget, an agreed rule or a safety
requirement. Those need their own facts and decisions.
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B Concede a case without overclaiming
o Find what the speaker is willing to grant and which conclusion remains. Check the
wider context before calling the granted case imagined or known.

e Do not turn #{% into certainty, always the worst case, everyone agrees, or a
calculation: its job here is an even-if relationship.

B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Value an attempt despite possible failure. Decide what the

speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,

then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.

Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FE KM, HEHAE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

 Before a result is announced, FRE R, BB . can discuss an imagined failure.
It does not establish that the team failed.

o In a different conversation, a receipt already shows a low price. The speaker can
grant that known price with {5EX > IMEH while still questioning suitability.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

B ... , # ... (even if)
B Maintain an intention despite difficulty

o A learner says W EME, BBES., — however difficult it is, I still intend to learn
it. The difficulty is being conceded.

o The learner states determination. The sentence does not report mastery or give a
measured probability of success.

B Find the case and the intention

o In BB + case, .. # + conclusion, the first clause gives a case the speaker is
prepared to allow; the second keeps the conclusion.

o In BFaEME, FRBE2E, | FE extends the conceded difficulty. It does not mean
I will study only after the task becomes harder.

BRI, RBEE.
nd pa zai ndn wo ye yao rué
Word guide: B[ — even if; F} — even; ¥ — hard; F — I, th — still; & — will; 2% —

learn.
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B Allow a very small amount too
o B RER SN, BBELS]. — even if I have only five minutes, I still intend to
practise — concedes a small amount of time.

e The learner keeps the practice intention with that small allowance. The sentence
does not promise that a whole course will be completed in five minutes.

Allow a very small amount too

WA  FBEZF,

Severe difficulty allowed; learning intention stays

WRRBEASH , BBEES),

Small time allowance; practice intention stays

WRED , HEAE,

Free time allowed; refusal to go stays

A conceded case is not, by itself, evidence that it occurred.

B Keep the conclusion’s direction
o BiaEME, FRBE2E. keeps the intention to learn. BEHF S, BtEAZE. keeps
a refusal to go, even with free time.

o 1t does not make a negative decision positive. Read A~ in the maintained conclusion
before reporting what the speaker intends.

B Separate a small chance from no chance
e MM RAE —HBEFYE, BRIMBER—RK. allows even a little hope and keeps an
intention to try. — & gives no exact percentage.

o This sentence alone does not state what the speakers would decide if there were no
hope at all. A minimal amount and zero are different cases.

B Read the actual allowance

o Name the conceded case: severe difficulty, little time or a little hope. Then state
the actual conclusion, including any negative word.

o Keep intention separate from completed action and measured success. Do not
replace a small amount with zero or invent a numerical probability.

HSK 5 o 14 "Even if” statements @



B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Maintain an intention despite difficulty. Decide what the
speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: WA FME, T2

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o FRREEME, FRBEESE, keeps the intention to learn. BMEASS, WA ZE. keeps

a refusal to go, even with free time.

o 1 does not make a negative decision positive. Read A~ in the maintained con-
clusion before reporting what the speaker intends.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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’If” statements
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

B4 ... , Bt ... (if / supposing)

B Try when an opportunity arises

« A friend wants to join a workshop but does not yet have a place. {BIIBEY.L, B
ER K. - if there is an opportunity, give it a try.

o The advice sets a possible condition. It does not announce that a place has already
been offered or that trying guarantees success.

B Put the condition before the response
o fBI + condition, ... gt + response links a supposed situation with a result,
plan or suggestion.

o In the original example, A #£ is the condition and Zifi® is the suggested
response. Read the response as advice, not as an action already completed.

BaEblS, BEER.

jid i you ji hui jiu qu shi shi

Word guide: Rl — supposing;  — have; & — chance; ¥ — then; & — go; i —
try.

B Update the actual condition
o BRIMAXESZL, RIMMESM. - if we are free tomorrow, we will go and visit —
uses tomorrow’s availability.

o A later message says everyone is free today but busy tomorrow. Today’s free time
does not establish the tomorrow condition.

Update the actual condition

RAMIARBZ , BATHREBSW,

Condition: free tomorrow; response: go and visit

ay; busy tomorrow

Today’s availability does not meet tomorrow’s condition

Keep the named condition separate from an observed result.
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® Do not require §f everywhere
o BRIMFREZS, BAI—BEM, - if you have free time, let us go together — is an
invitation without Hf.

o 4l is a common partner, not a compulsory word in every conditional. The complete
second clause still supplies a meaningful response.

B Separate if from even if

« BTN, WA . changes the plan if it rains. R TW, TBE. keeps
going despite possible rain.

o A plain if-condition does not report that rain is certain. It also does not list every
possible reason a person might choose not to go.

B Read condition, response and evidence
 Identify the supposed case and the proposed result or action. Check that any later
evidence concerns the same people, time and condition.

o Keep advice separate from guaranteed success. Do not require ¥ everywhere or
turn an if-condition into a weather report or a complete list of causes.

B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Try when an opportunity arises. Decide what the speaker

wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write

it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare

with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: RUIANIE, BEidid.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o BUMREZ, RAT—EEIE, - if you have free time, let us go together — is an
invitation without Af.

o 4l is a common partner, not a compulsory word in every conditional. The com-
plete second clause still supplies a meaningful response.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Fi— ... JE4I? (what if)

B Ask for a backup before the picnic
A picnic group asks T— FR/EAIp? — what should we do if it rains? They raise
rain as a possible problem to prepare for.

o The question asks for a response. It supplies neither a rain forecast nor a ready-
made backup location.
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B Give the question a response

e Ji— -+ possible problem + /BEA47p? asks what to do if the problem occurs. A
response can give a separate conditional plan.

« For this fictional group, T—TFW , BAIBEEZNIESN. means they plan an indoor

activity in that case. It does not say the activity has happened.
I—TFREAI?
wan yi ria yu zén me ban
Word guide: Jj— — what if; Ny — rain; /E247p» — what to do.
B Check whether a backup is usable

o The group suggests a school room, but its booking has not been confirmed. Jj—
TREAIM does not itself grant permission to use that room.

o A complete plan needs the room’s availability and the group’s agreed action. Asking
the contingency question is only the start.

Check whether a backup is usable

A—TFRELD?

Ask for a response to possible rain

A—T/8 , BIHRAEZZERIED,

State a backup plan; not completed action

Room booking still unconfirmed

The question does not establish room availability

Keep the named condition separate from an observed result.

B Prepare without pretending to measure

e HF—RMEB T, MWAEBEEM, — in case I arrive late, go in first — prepares for

lateness without making it certain.

e J7— commonly raises a possibility the speaker treats as unlikely or troublesome.
It gives no measured rate and need not mean the worst event imaginable.

B A question and a report do different jobs

o FT—TFM/EBAIN raises a contingency. BB FM T » reports that rain has started.

o If a later report confirms rain, use the agreed response and check current facts.
The earlier question alone was not evidence of rain.
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B Separate possibility from preparation
o Name the possible problem, then distinguish asking what to do from specifying an
action and confirming it can be carried out.

e Do not turn Jj— into exactly one chance in ten thousand, a forecast, permission
to use a room or proof that the backup has already happened.

B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Ask for a backup before the picnic. Decide what the speaker

wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write

it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare

with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: J;— [ /E 4 Ip?

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e A—RMA| T, MRIGHEM, — in case I arrive late, go in first — prepares for
lateness without making it certain.

e J7— commonly raises a possibility the speaker treats as unlikely or troublesome.
It gives no measured rate and need not mean the worst event imaginable.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Clause + HJ3E (if / conditional frame)

B Ask to be told if a friend goes
A friend has not decided whether to join a visit. #RERIE, MFE—E. - if you
go, let me know.

o The speaker asks for a message in the going case. The sentence does not confirm
the friend’s decision or require a telephone call.

B Place §J3F after the condition
« Condition clause + BJ§E, response puts [{J3f after the case being supposed:

WERE, MBS,

o WRKRERE, MBE—F. can add U before the same condition. The two
markers can work together.

WERWE, ME—H.

ni qu de hua jiao wo yi sheng

Word guide: 1R — you; & — go; Bif — if; 1Y — call; I, — me; —7F — (a shout).
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B Read a changed condition

o RAEBTE, &HiFFE. — if you do not go, tell me — attaches the request to not
going.

e Keep A inside the condition. It does not mean do not tell me; the requested
response remains 1573k

Read a changed condition

RERE , UH—F,

Going condition; request to be told

RAERE , HikF.

Not-going condition; telling remains requested

BITIE T kYA,

His words: noun phrase, not an if-condition

Keep the named condition separate from an observed result.

® Do not mistake someone’s words for if

- RUTHE T AHIE.
wo ting dong le ta de hua
Word guide: F — I; Wi{# — understood what was said; T — completed action; fifs
— his (here); ] — possessive marker; { — words. — I understood his words — uses
a possessive phrase meaning his words. There is no conditional response here.

o A phrase such as #r&HE, BIEBKE T . can frame price as the topic. Its

context differs from a complete going condition followed by a request.

B Keep tone and timing in context
o The conditional marker {5 alone does not make every request polite. Tone, the
request itself and the relationship still matter.

o MYFk—75 asks to be told in this conversation. It does not specify an exact minute,
promise that a message was sent or prove that the friend already went.

B J.ocate the whole condition

e Read the clause before f{i, including any negative word, and the response after
it. 4 may appear before that clause too.

» Use the complete sentence to separate a condition, a topic frame and a noun phrase
meaning someone’s words. None alone proves completed action.
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B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: Ask to be told if a friend goes. Decide what the speaker wanted
to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in
Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with
the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: {REHTE, WFHK—7E.

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
RITHE T M .

wo ting dong le ta de hua

Word guide: & — I; & — understood what was said; J" — completed action; fifl
— his (here); 1] — possessive marker; i — words. — I understood his words — uses
a possessive phrase meaning his words. There is no conditional response here.
A phrase such as MM&HIE, BIEHEKE T . can frame price as the topic. Its
context differs from a complete going condition followed by a request.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



Adverbs with adjectives
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

¥4 (especially / exceptionally)

B Compare with the usual experience

o Today feels colder than the usual weather.

o STIEIME. — ¥8H) presents the cold as exceptional relative to a reference expec-
tation.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is #4} (especially / exceptionally). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

SRIEINE -

jin tian gé wai léng

Word guide: 4K — today; ¥4 — especially; ¥ — cold.
B Read examples in context

e In the opening example, & R¥&IE. : K4 presents the cold as exceptional
relative to a reference expectation.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o The reference may be usual conditions or the surrounding situation.
e There is no fixed temperature difference associated with #%4}.

B Use the distinction

o 1%4h presents the cold as exceptional relative to a reference expectation.

o The reference may be usual conditions or the surrounding situation. There is no
fixed temperature difference associated with #%4h.
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B Try it with help closed

Today feels colder than the usual weather. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: 4> KGNS .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o The reference may be usual conditions or the surrounding situation.
o There is no fixed temperature difference associated with #%4}.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Cause & effect statements
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

ZHrPA ... BRER ... (effect before cause)

B Put the effect before its proposed reason

o A report explains why a project succeeded.

o WIHZHUBE, BREARINAKEAEYE. — The successful result comes first and its

proposed cause follows & KA.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ZFFPA ... REN ... (effect before cause). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fZ BTPABS, REAZE .

ta zhi suo yi chéng gong shi yin wei ni i

Word guide: fih — he; 2 fffPA — the reason ... is; ¥ — succeed; Z[H A — is because;
%% 71 — hard work.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, 31 H Z BrPARRZH, BEAM KR EVE. : The successful

result comes first and its proposed cause follows &K A .

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The grammar organises an explanation.
e The causal claim still needs evidence; the construction does not prove it.

B Use the distinction

o The successful result comes first and its proposed cause follows J& KA.

e The grammar organises an explanation. The causal claim still needs evidence; the
construction does not prove it.
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B Try it with help closed

A report explains why a project succeeded. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: T H Z AN, SR KFEEIE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The grammar organises an explanation.

o The causal claim still needs evidence; the construction does not prove it.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Complements
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Advanced degree complements (1§ + 8 / By ...)

B Interpret an extreme feeling without taking it literally

» Someone is exhausted after a long walk.
o REBEA., — The speaker uses an expressive extreme-degree complement.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is Advanced degree complements (% + 18 / Edy
...). Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REMBED.

wo lei de yao ming

Word guide: & — I; & — tired; Ay — to death.
B Read examples in context

 In the opening example, WREBEBEAM. : The speaker uses an expressive extreme-
degree complement.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Hifjy here need not describe literal danger.
o 1, A7 and 15T vary in force and context, without a universal numeric ranking.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker uses an expressive extreme-degree complement.

o LAy here need not describe literal danger. fR, /47 and A48T vary in force and
context, without a universal numeric ranking.
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B Try it with help closed

Someone is exhausted after a long walk. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: 2 53Ay,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Ay here need not describe literal danger.

e 2, AF7 and A48T vary in force and context, without a universal numeric
ranking.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + 87T / AT (can / can’t manage)

B Ask whether someone can manage the quantity

o A meal is too large for one person to finish.
e XA4Z%, RIEAT . — The speaker cannot manage eating this quantity.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Verb + 7T / AT (can / can’t manage). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XA%, REAT .
zhe me duo wo chi bu lido
Word guide: iX4 — so; 2 — much; 3 — I; 17 — eat; /AT — can’t manage.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, IX-A%, BIEAT . : The speaker cannot manage eating
this quantity.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e Here 7T is read liao, unlike aspectual le.

o 45T can mean being able to attend, so the form is not only about finishing a
physical object.
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B Use the distinction

e The speaker cannot manage eating this quantity.
e Here 7 is read lido, unlike aspectual le. 45 T can mean being able to attend, so
the form is not only about finishing a physical object.

B Try it with help closed

A meal is too large for one person to finish. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: X442, FHIZAT .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Here 7T is read lidao, unlike aspectual le.

e k8T can mean being able to attend, so the form is not only about finishing a
physical object.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Result complements £ / FF / Hi3k

B Learn the result in its actual combination

e You have successfully remembered someone’s name.

o BICETIHRHBFE. — 1F expresses retaining the name in this combination.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is Result complements £ / JF / H3E. Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RiCHETHRBF .
wo ji zhu le ni de ming zi
Word guide: & — I; iC — remember; £ — (fast); fi& — you; 445 — name.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, FICETHRIKIZFE. : I expresses retaining the name in
this combination.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o Compare ]I} and F& H 3£, whose results differ.

o Learn verb-complement combinations rather than assigning one English meaning
to every complement.

B Use the distinction

o fI expresses retaining the name in this combination.

o Compare ]} and & H 3, whose results differ. Learn verb-complement combina-
tions rather than assigning one English meaning to every complement.

B Try it with help closed

You have successfully remembered someone’s name. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: 101 TRAY2 .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Compare ]I} and & H, %, whose results differ.

e Learn verb-complement combinations rather than assigning one English meaning

to every complement.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb / Adj + 3fT (broken / to an extreme)

B An extreme feeling differs from literal damage

e Someone is worn out after a demanding day.
o BEBINT . - LT intensifies the exhaustion in this adjective phrase.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Verb / Adj + 37T (broken / to an extreme).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REBKFT .
wo lei huai le
Word guide: 3¢ — I; 2 — tired; I — extremely.

HSK 5 ¢ 18 Complements @



B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, EIRT .: L T intensifies the exhaustion in this adjective
phrase.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o ML#SIA T instead predicates that the machine is broken.

o It is not the same grammatical structure as fEHLEFERIL T, which gives the result
of an action.

B Use the distinction
o A7 intensifies the exhaustion in this adjective phrase.

o HLEFER T instead predicates that the machine is broken. It is not the same gram-
matical structure as {EHLZFEEER T, which gives the result of an action.

B Try it with help closed

Someone is worn out after a demanding day. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: 2L T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o HLEsIA T instead predicates that the machine is broken.

o It is not the same grammatical structure as fEHLZFEIR T, which gives the result
of an action.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + ¥ (zhéo) (managed to / succeeded)

B Hear the result pronunciation of 3

o A person finally falls asleep after struggling to do so.
o BARTHELET. — & is read zhdo and marks reaching sleep.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Verb + ¥ (zhdo) (managed to / succeeded).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

L TFHES T -
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ta zhong yu shui zhdo le

Word guide: il — he; ZF — finally; [ — sleep; #& — (succeed).

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, B&TBEHF T . : % is read zhdo and marks reaching
sleep.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The unstressed zhe in []JJ}3 describes a continuing state.
o Character identity alone does not determine pronunciation or function.

B Use the distinction

o # is read zhdo and marks reaching sleep.

o The unstressed zhe in [ JJ}# describes a continuing state. Character identity alone
does not determine pronunciation or function.

B Try it with help closed

A person finally falls asleep after struggling to do so. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: & THEHE T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The unstressed zhe in []JJ}# describes a continuing state.

o Character identity alone does not determine pronunciation or function.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + 3| (succeed in reaching)

B An attained result differs from an attempted action

* You found a lost key after searching.

e BRI T . — HFT reports that the search reached its result.

B Build the form

« The pattern in this lesson is Verb + 3| (succeed in reaching). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.
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RATHRIAT .

wo zhong yu zhdo dao le
Word guide: & — I; & — finally; #% — look for; %] — (found).

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, IRBGAR T . : $kF| T reports that the search reached
its result.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e KT can report searching without finding.

o V% Hk % negates the result, so the complement by itself is not an assertion of success
in a negative sentence.

B Use the distinction

o K| T reports that the search reached its result.

o #X T can report searching without finding. 74k %] negates the result, so the
complement by itself is not an assertion of success in a negative sentence.

B Try it with help closed

You found a lost key after searching. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FALF|EHL T .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o 487 can report searching without finding.

o 7% 3k F| negates the result, so the complement by itself is not an assertion of
success in a negative sentence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + 3k + Verb + Z (back and forth)

B Repeated thought need not involve movement

e You reconsider a problem several times.

o RAERMEE, BREHRE. — The speaker thinks repeatedly but has not decided.
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B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is Verb + 3} + Verb + 2 (back and forth). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fBERES
ta zou lai zou qu

Word guide: fth — he; £ — walk; 7£ — walk.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, AR ZK , BREEYLE . : The speaker thinks repeatedly
but has not decided.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o EHFEZ describes physical movement; 28348 F: describes thought.
o Repetition need not imply that every instance is restless or anxious.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker thinks repeatedly but has not decided.

o E3FEZF describes physical movement; AH3E4H 4 describes thought. Repetition
need not imply that every instance is restless or anxious.

B Try it with help closed

You reconsider a problem several times. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: F{AHKAH T, B EEIE.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o E3KFEZ describes physical movement; AH34HZ: describes thought.

» Repetition need not imply that every instance is restless or anxious.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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Conditional statements
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

—H ..., B ... (once ..., then ...)

—

B A trigger is not a report that it occurred

¢ You advise someone about what follows a decision.
. —HYE, ﬁ%ﬂ}ﬁ‘fﬁg — Once the decision is made, the advice applies.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is —H ... , §{ ... (once ..., then ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

—HysE, RmAEHE.

yi dan jué ding jiu bié hou hui

Word guide: —H. — once; #t5€ — decide; 5 — then; %l — don’t; J5fF — regret.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, —HYE, BHJEHE. : Once the decision is made, the

advice applies.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o —H presents the trigger condition.

e The sentence does not say a decision has already been made or force Hf in every
possible construction.

B Use the distinction

e Once the decision is made, the advice applies.

o — H presents the trigger condition. The sentence does not say a decision has
already been made or force #f in every possible construction.
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B Try it with help closed

You advise someone about what follows a decision. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: — HLE , 5til)GH .

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
— H. presents the trigger condition.

The sentence does not say a decision has already been made or force Hf in every
possible construction.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Sentence patterns — advanced
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Advanced £ (38 + Obj + Verb + result)

B Show what happens to a known object

e You ask a friend to finish a particular book.
e HHEXAREEFESE., — 1 brings the known book before the action and its result.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is Advanced & (& + Obj + Verb + result). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RIEHERT .

wo ba shu kan wan le

Word guide: F — I; 45 — book; F5¢ — finish reading.
B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, HIXAFHF5E. : I brings the known book before the
action and its result.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o I sentences also occur as requests, plans and negations.
e They do not always report an action already completed.

B Use the distinction

e 48 brings the known book before the action and its result.

« 1l sentences also occur as requests, plans and negations. They do not always report
an action already completed.

HSK 5 ¢ 20 Sentence patterns — advanced @



B Try it with help closed

You ask a friend to finish a particular book. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: JFX AR FBEHE.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 1} sentences also occur as requests, plans and negations.

o They do not always report an action already completed.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

N1 + Al + N2 + Adj (no more ... than)

B No greater than does not mean equal

e One person denies being taller than another.
o WAHABE . — The speaker is no taller, allowing equal height or shorter height.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is N1 + A + N2 + Adj (no more ... than).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RA AR -

wo bu bl ta gao

Word guide: 3¢ — I; AL — no more than; B — him; /& — tall.
B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, A HABE . : The speaker is no taller, allowing equal
height or shorter height.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

® Know the boundary

o VA normally states being shorter in this comparison.
e ALt does not by itself decide between equality and a lower value.
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B Use the distinction

o The speaker is no taller, allowing equal height or shorter height.

o V%A normally states being shorter in this comparison. Ak does not by itself
decide between equality and a lower value.

B Try it with help closed

One person denies being taller than another. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: A LG .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o %A fihE normally states being shorter in this comparison.

o /NE does not by itself decide between equality and a lower value.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B 4 Verb + B + Verb (if you’re going to, do it right)

B The repeated frame takes its force from the rest

o A coach asks someone to practise seriously if they practise at all.
o BEEZENHAEZ, - The condition leads to an insistence on serious effort here.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is B + Verb + ¥t + Verb (if you’re going to, do
it right). Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BABORBIT -
Yao zuo jiu zuo hdo
Word guide: % — if going to; ff — do; 5t — then; fi{iF — do well.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, BEEFLAES.. : The condition leads to an insistence on
serious effort here.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o FEHLE can instead grant permission or express impatience.
o Repetition alone does not always mean doing something well.

B Use the distinction
¢ The condition leads to an insistence on serious effort here.

o FEMLFE can instead grant permission or express impatience. Repetition alone
does not always mean doing something well.

B Try it with help closed

A coach asks someone to practise seriously if they practise at all. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: g5\ B,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o FSEMLIE can instead grant permission or express impatience.

o Repetition alone does not always mean doing something well.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

PART (can’t do without)

B An essential person differs from an expected problem

o A team needs one particular member’s expertise.
o XHE/PARTHR. — The speaker presents that person as indispensable to the task.

B Build the form
o+ The pattern in this lesson is ZPART (can’t do without). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XBFELART R

zhe jian shi shao bu ligo ni

Word guide: X — this; {4 — (measure word); & — matter; 0T — can’t do without;
I — you.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, X4/ PAR TR, : The speaker presents that person as
indispensable to the task.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o JiRAT/VAS T HRRAR instead presents trouble as expected.
o Context distinguishes necessity from an anticipated accompaniment.

B Use the distinction
o The speaker presents that person as indispensable to the task.

o TRAT/DAST FRM instead presents trouble as expected. Context distinguishes ne-
cessity from an anticipated accompaniment.

B Try it with help closed

A team needs one particular member’s expertise. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: X{4ZH/DA TR,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

Ti’AT/ DA T HRRAR instead presents trouble as expected.

o Context distinguishes necessity from an anticipated accompaniment.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

A %F B (equals / amounts to)

B Distinguish literal equality from a rhetorical equation

o A speaker warns that not practising prevents improvement.

o REIJETHEHEHNES., — 2T rhetorically treats not practising as giving
up an opportunity.
B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is A &F B (equals / amounts to). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

Zim—%FI.

er jia er deng yi st
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Word guide: —. — two; il — plus; —. — two; 2T — equals; J/§ — four.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, AN ST HFHLHIEL. : % T rhetorically treats
not practising as giving up an opportunity.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

« Mathematical equality is exact; a figurative equation is an evaluation that can be
disputed.

e Do not turn a speaker’s comparison into a universal factual rule.

B Use the distinction

o ZEF rhetorically treats not practising as giving up an opportunity.

« Mathematical equality is exact; a figurative equation is an evaluation that can be
disputed. Do not turn a speaker’s comparison into a universal factual rule.

B Try it with help closed

A speaker warns that not practising prevents improvement. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: %3 4T FHEZHHLL .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Mathematical equality is exact; a figurative equation is an evaluation that can
be disputed.

e Do not turn a speaker’s comparison into a universal factual rule.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

M ... B (from within)

B Draw a lesson from an abstract source

o A team identifies lessons from a failed attempt.
o BAIMEMFESY, — The failed experience is the source of learning.
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B Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is M ... 1 (from within). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BATARIPE

wo men cong shi bai zhong rué xi
Word guide: FA] — we; M — from; 2RI — failure; H' — within; 22> — learn.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, ATM KM FEEY . : The failed experience is the source
of learning.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o M can refer to an abstract experience as well as a physical set or container.
o The sentence does not claim that learning automatically occurs without reflection.

B Use the distinction

o The failed experience is the source of learning.

o M can refer to an abstract experience as well as a physical set or container. The
sentence does not claim that learning automatically occurs without reflection.

B Try it with help closed

A team identifies lessons from a failed attempt. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FR{TM KM 23],
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 11 can refer to an abstract experience as well as a physical set or container.

o The sentence does not claim that learning automatically occurs without reflec-
tion.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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JG ... H] ... (have no ... to ...)

B Interpret lack of an available option

o A speaker has nothing further to say.
o« BIEWEWPi. — The speaker presents no available words to say.

® Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Jg ... A ... (have no ... to ..). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RICTETT VL.

wo wi hua ké shuo

Word guide: 3¢ — I; FoiF — no words; 7] — to; 1ji, — say.
B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, ILTER Y. : The speaker presents no available words
to say.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o H] expresses possibility in this compact frame.

o LTI E may be figurative; do not assume every Jg .. °] .. phrase describes a
literal location.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker presents no available words to say.

e W] expresses possibility in this compact frame. FLE§P]5E may be figurative; do not
assume every Jg; .. A] ... phrase describes a literal location.
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B Try it with help closed

A speaker has nothing further to say. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,

then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.

Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: IRt .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o H] expresses possibility in this compact frame.

o L] FE may be figurative; do not assume every Ji ... A] .. phrase describes a
literal location.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

AME .., EEZE .. # ... (not only ..., even ...)

B Add the case that is striking in this context

e A learner can use standard Chinese and also a local dialect.

s BRHSHF X, EEEHFSWS. — The dialect is presented as an especially
striking additional ability.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is AH ..., £Z# ... # ... (not only ..., even ...).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fERELP, HEEFFHS.

ta bu dan hut Zhong wén sheén zhi lian fang ydn yé hui

Word guide: it — he; A~{H — not only; £ — can; H1 3 — Chinese; # & — even; iE —
even; & — dialects; t — also; £ — can.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, IRHESHF I, EEEH F5H S .. The dialect is presented

as an especially striking additional ability.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o What counts as striking depends on the speaker’s expectation.

o The sentence does not establish that every dialect is harder than every standard-
language task.
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B Use the distinction

o The dialect is presented as an especially striking additional ability.

o What counts as striking depends on the speaker’s expectation. The sentence does
not establish that every dialect is harder than every standard-language task.

B Try it with help closed

A learner can use standard Chinese and also a local dialect. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: ftiNMHSHF Y, HEE TS,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o What counts as striking depends on the speaker’s expectation.

o The sentence does not establish that every dialect is harder than every standard-
language task.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B/ # ... HXE + Noun (related to)

B Build a modifier without claiming a cause

e You identify an issue connected with health.

o PREBREAXAEB. — The phrase modifies [ as health-related.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is g / 1 ... HXH + Noun (related to). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

R R R KA
zhe shi gen jian kang you guan de wen ti
Word guide: X — this; & — is; f} — with; f@E — health; 5 % — related; ]/ — issue.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, FR{EREA XHFE . : The phrase modifies [ as health-
related.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o 43k states a relationship, not proof that health caused the issue.
e IR and # can both introduce the related topic here.

B Use the distinction

e The phrase modifies [i]/8i as health-related.

o 3% states a relationship, not proof that health caused the issue. R and Fl can
both introduce the related topic here.

B Try it with help closed

You identify an issue connected with health. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: PR{EFEA 5 o],

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o {5 5 states a relationship, not proof that health caused the issue.

#e and Fll can both introduce the related topic here.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

i (the so-called ...)

B A named term can be explained neutrally

o A teacher defines what sustainable development means.

o FrBEVREERE, BRIGHBIERNKRENEZBE. — Uil introduces the term being
defined.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ffif§ (the so-called ...). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

Frigmsizh, AREE.
suo wei de chéng gong bu zhi shi qidn
Word guide: fffif§ — so-called; i{Ff) — success; A~ — not; H4& — only; % — money.
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B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, FrifA[RFE R, RIBFRBIEMRKH ZR. : FriF
introduces the term being defined.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e FIIH can also signal scepticism in a context such as ffIEH % %K.
e The word alone does not force a dismissive attitude.

B Use the distinction

o JI1iF introduces the term being defined.
e fI1H can also signal scepticism in a context such as FrigH) % %. The word alone
does not force a dismissive attitude.

B Try it with help closed

A teacher defines what sustainable development means. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: fTiH A2 &, 238300 IR S 1) K.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o JIT1H can also signal scepticism in a context such as Frig % %.

e The word alone does not force a dismissive attitude.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

¥ + Time + P (within a span)
B A deadline differs from taking the full duration

o An instruction allows up to three days for completion.
e BE=RXHNFEM,. — Completion is required within the stated time window.

B Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is £ + Time + P (within a span). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BHE=RHSER.

qing zai san tian nei wan chéng
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Word guide: i — please; #F — within; =K — three days; PN — within; ¢ % — finish.

B Read examples in context

e In the opening example, HE=RHNTEM. : Completion is required within the
stated time window.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

» Finishing sooner still meets this wording.

o Work out the starting point from the instruction; P does not specify that the task
lasts exactly three days.

B Use the distinction

o Completion is required within the stated time window.

 Finishing sooner still meets this wording. Work out the starting point from the
instruction; Py does not specify that the task lasts exactly three days.

B Try it with help closed

An instruction allows up to three days for completion. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: {E{E—=KN5E .

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
Finishing sooner still meets this wording.

Work out the starting point from the instruction; P does not specify that the
task lasts exactly three days.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

FH ..., ¥ ... (would rather)

B A preference accepts a cost

o A person prefers walking to taking a bus.
o BTVER, WAME, — Walking is the stated preference over the bus option.
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® Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is H] ... , # ... (would rather). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RTFTGERE, BWASE.

wo ning ke zou lu yé bu zuo che

Word guide: F — I; 7° 7] — would rather; 5E#} — walk; 5 — than; 4~ — not; Ar%4 —
take a bus.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, TR ER, HARZE ., : Walking is the stated preference
over the bus option.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o The sentence expresses a choice or willingness.

o It does not report that the walk already occurred or that the preference applies
without limits in every situation.

B Use the distinction
o Walking is the stated preference over the bus option.

o The sentence expresses a choice or willingness. It does not report that the walk
already occurred or that the preference applies without limits in every situation.

B Try it with help closed

A person prefers walking to taking a bus. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: T EH, HWALLEE,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o The sentence expresses a choice or willingness.
o It does not report that the walk already occurred or that the preference applies
without limits in every situation.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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Verb + Bt + Verb (indifference / a shrug)

B Accept a challenge in the repeated frame

o A friend challenges you to go; you agree defiantly.
o E¥iFE, AiP4. — The speaker accepts going and dismisses the challenge.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Verb + ¥t + Verb (indifference / a shrug).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

ERE, B4,

qu jitu qu pa shén me

Word guide: % — go; 5t — then; % — go; ff — fear; {14 — what.
B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, E#ZE , 4 . : The speaker accepts going and dismisses
the challenge.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Tone may show defiance, resignation or indifference.
o The repeated verb does not mean the speaker has no feelings at all.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker accepts going and dismisses the challenge.

o Tone may show defiance, resignation or indifference. The repeated verb does not
mean the speaker has no feelings at all.
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B Try it with help closed

A friend challenges you to go; you agree defiantly. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: E5t%, 4.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Tone may show defiance, resignation or indifference.

o The repeated verb does not mean the speaker has no feelings at all.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Action, ¥ 4+ Purpose (so that)

B Make a later action easier

e You suggest sleeping early to make an early start possible.

o B aum, IFEE. — F introduces the purpose served by sleeping early.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Action, #f + Purpose (so that). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

B, R,
zdo dian shut hdo zdo gt

Word guide: {5 — earlier; i — sleep; - — so that; .t — get up early.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, FL 5, B, : #F introduces the purpose served by
sleeping early.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o This is purpose, not a claim that the early start has happened.
o The adjective f- in fifR {F is a different use.
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B Use the distinction

o IF introduces the purpose served by sleeping early.

o This is purpose, not a claim that the early start has happened. The adjective &
in R4 is a different use.

B Try it with help closed

You suggest sleeping early to make an early start possible. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: H. 5 E, #HHE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This is purpose, not a claim that the early start has happened.

o The adjective #f in fiifRF is a different use.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

—H ... , —MH ... (two things at once)

B Two actions overlap in time

e Someone talks on the phone while walking.
o fi—MEE, —HEITHIE. — The walking and phoning occur alongside each other.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is —& ... , — ... (two things at once). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fﬂ_’;—‘mﬁ, —mﬁ%ﬁo
ta yi mian zou yi mian da dian hua

Word guide: fth — he; —Ja — while; 7 — walk; —J& — and; ] HL{% — phone.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, fb—TEE, —TFTH K. : The walking and phoning occur
alongside each other.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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® Know the boundary

e The frame indicates overlapping actions, not a sequence where the first must end
before the second starts.

e The overlap need not mean identical start and finish times.

B Use the distinction

o The walking and phoning occur alongside each other.

o The frame indicates overlapping actions, not a sequence where the first must end
before the second starts. The overlap need not mean identical start and finish
times.

B Try it with help closed

Someone talks on the phone while walking. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: fii—fE, —MHEFTH TG,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The frame indicates overlapping actions, not a sequence where the first must end
before the second starts.

o The overlap need not mean identical start and finish times.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

AR ..., BB ... (either ... or ...)

B An asserted pair of alternatives may still be mistaken

o A friend guesses someone is either reading or sleeping.

o MBARIEERER, BELEF .  The speaker presents those two alternatives as the

possibilities.

® Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is A& ... , Big ... (either ... or ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

R RIEREN, RRTEEH.

ta bu shi zai shui jiao jiu shi zai kan shu

Word guide: ffi — he; A& — either; 7F — (doing); HEF — sleep; §ii& — or; ¥£ — (doing);
EH — read.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, A RFEHEESR, BRBIEF . : The speaker presents those
two alternatives as the possibilities.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o This is the speaker’s account, which can be wrong.
o It does not prove that other activities are impossible in reality.

B Use the distinction

e The speaker presents those two alternatives as the possibilities.

o This is the speaker’s account, which can be wrong. It does not prove that other
activities are impossible in reality.

B Try it with help closed

A friend guesses someone is either reading or sleeping. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: AN EFEHES, WLEIEE 1.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This is the speaker’s account, which can be wrong.

e It does not prove that other activities are impossible in reality.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Complex sentence patterns
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

BAB (no wonder)

B React to a newly discovered explanation

¢ You notice cold weather and then learn that it rained.

e FRTNT ,BAEXAY. — The speaker treats the new information as explaining
the cold.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is &A% (no wonder). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FRTWT, BAMEXAE.

yudn ldi zia yu le guai bu dé zhée me léng

Word guide: Jfi3k — so it turns out; Ny — rain; PEATE: — no wonder; X4 — so; & —
cold.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, JRRTFW T, BABXAY. : The speaker treats the

new information as explaining the cold.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o PG and MEEL often overlap.
o The expression organises a reaction rather than supplying independent evidence
for the cause.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker treats the new information as explaining the cold.

o PXAFE and MEPE often overlap. The expression organises a reaction rather than
supplying independent evidence for the cause.
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B Try it with help closed

You notice cold weather and then learn that it rained. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: JFK W T, BEAEX AL

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
AT and MEPE often overlap.

The expression organises a reaction rather than supplying independent evidence
for the cause.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Either... or...
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

BE ..., & ... (either ... or ...)

B Offer alternatives rather than ask someone to select one

* You state that either tea or coffee is acceptable.

o ERHFIHE, SEBIMIHE, W PA. — The statement offers two acceptable alternatives.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Bg# ... , B ... (either ... or ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

EREIRIR, BERIHEE.
huo zhé he chd huo zhé he ka fei
Word guide: #§# — either; MgZ% — drink tea; 8 — or; BHIJIME — drink coffee.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, BiE G2, BEBMIME, #RWPA. : The statement offers

two acceptable alternatives.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Use i~ 2 for a direct alternative question such as MZSIAZMIMHE? A yes/no question
can still contain B3, so punctuation alone does not decide the word..

B Use the distinction

o The statement offers two acceptable alternatives.

o Use 42 for a direct alternative question such as BZ5IAZMIME? A yes/no question
can still contain B3, so punctuation alone does not decide the word.
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B Try it with help closed

You state that either tea or coffee is acceptable. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: s{FEZc, BiZMEMME, HATPA.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Use ih 2 for a direct alternative question such as F&Z5 iR 2 MIME? A yes/no
question can still contain {3, so punctuation alone does not decide the word..

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Let alone...
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

B ... , BB ... # ... (let alone)

B Use the stronger candidate to support the weaker inference

e A puzzle defeats even adults, so children are unlikely to solve it.

e HIRETF, MEAKAWMAS., - Failure by the normally more capable group

supports the claim about children.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is P& ... , BAR ... t ... (let alone). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PRET, BRRKAERS.

bié shuo hdi zi jiu shi da rén yé bu hui

Word guide: 5|y — let alone; #%F — children; & — even; K A — adults; 1 — also;
AL — can't.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, JIRBEF, MR AKAMBAL. : Failure by the normally

more capable group supports the claim about children.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o The relevant ability scale must come from the context.

o In this example, adults are not the harder task; they are the stronger candidates
attempting the same task.

B Use the distinction

o Failure by the normally more capable group supports the claim about children.

o The relevant ability scale must come from the context. In this example, adults are
not the harder task; they are the stronger candidates attempting the same task.
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B Try it with help closed

A puzzle defeats even adults, so children are unlikely to solve it. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: jliii#% 1, M2 RKABAL,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The relevant ability scale must come from the context.

o In this example, adults are not the harder task; they are the stronger candidates
attempting the same task.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B AH (let alone / not to mention)

B Follow the scale in a let-alone argument

e Someone finds even walking difficult, making running less feasible.

o fHEEREME, EAHUMEAE. — Running is presented as still less feasible than

walking here.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is A (let alone / not to mention). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fbFEEBEERAE, EAR RS .

ta lian zou lu dou ndn geng bu yong shuo pao bu

Word guide: fii — he; i — even; EH — walk; #F — even; ¥ — hard; AL — let
alone; JiF — run.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, f7EEBEEME, FAHE A . : Running is presented as

still less feasible than walking here.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o B M1 can also support a positive inference, as when knowing a difficult text
implies knowing an easier one.

» Follow the actual scale and polarity instead of always labelling the final item harder.

B Use the distinction
« Running is presented as still less feasible than walking here.

o B AH1i can also support a positive inference, as when knowing a difficult text
implies knowing an easier one. Follow the actual scale and polarity instead of
always labelling the final item harder.

B Try it with help closed

Someone finds even walking difficult, making running less feasible. Close the exam-
ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English
what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail
and try again.

One possible response: fhi%ERHENE, BOAHULEAE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o HRNHITM can also support a positive inference, as when knowing a difficult text
implies knowing an easier one.

o Follow the actual scale and polarity instead of always labelling the final item
harder.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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Comparing similar adverbs
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

B vs 8% (often / regularly)

B Choose an often-word without inventing a fixed schedule

o A person is frequently late.

o fbEEEEIRB], WA ARMBZEIRT]. — Both adverbs can describe frequent lateness

in this example.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is #¥# vs &% (often / regularly). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

ftbH IR H

ta chdang chdng chi dao
Word guide: fth — he; %% — often; iR % — be late.

B Read examples in context

REHBE.

wo jing chdng yun dong

Word guide: & — I; &% — regularly; 1&3)] — exercise.

« In the opening example, fliHHIRT], WA PAVMBZHEIRT]. : Both adverbs can
describe frequent lateness in this example.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Neither word specifies an exact number of occasions.

o 29 can also appear in adjectival expressions such as 2% TAE, where H% is
not interchangeable.
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B Use the distinction

» Both adverbs can describe frequent lateness in this example.

o Neither word specifies an exact number of occasions. £ can also appear in
adjectival expressions such as £ M TAE, where % is not interchangeable.

B Try it with help closed

A person is frequently late. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: fitii iR 3|, WA AL HIRE .

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

Neither word specifies an exact number of occasions.

245 can also appear in adjectival expressions such as 2% TAE, where
is not interchangeable.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Comparing similar auxiliary words
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

BEE vs &F (finally)

B Relief and an endpoint can overlap

o A friend arrives after a long anxious wait.

o MBEERT; AR TFRT., - Both phrases can mark the arrival after the wait,

with E3 foregrounding relief.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is B vs &F (finally). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BETRT .
ta zhong yu lai le
Word guide: i — he; &-F — finally; % — come.

B Read examples in context

BEERT .
zong suan jié shu le
Word guide: 245 — finally; 455 — end.

o In the opening example, fEBBER T ; AT RET . : Both phrases can mark the
arrival after the wait, with B34 foregrounding relief.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o Z&F can also occur with relief, or with an unwelcome outcome.
o Avoid treating the two as mutually exclusive labels for emotion.

B Use the distinction
o Both phrases can mark the arrival after the wait, with §154 foregrounding relief.

o & can also occur with relief, or with an unwelcome outcome. Avoid treating the
two as mutually exclusive labels for emotion.
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B Try it with help closed

A friend arrives after a long anxious wait. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: film Bk T MATHRT.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 2T can also occur with relief, or with an unwelcome outcome.

o Avoid treating the two as mutually exclusive labels for emotion.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Comparing similar conjunctions
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

PR vs Xt (with vs toward)

B A partner marker does not guarantee a reply

e You tell someone the news, without saying whether they answered.

o BB TXANEE. — B introduces the person addressed in this context.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is B§ vs X} (with vs toward). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FERAIRTE -

wo gen ta shang liang
Word guide: 3¢ — I; 8 — with; /b — him; 7 & — discuss.

B Read examples in context

XTRET .

ta dui wo wido le

Word guide: i — he; Xt — toward; F — me; & — smile.

o In the opening example, REBMPE T XA B . IR introduces the person addressed
in this context.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

® Know the boundary

o IR & implies joint discussion, but FRAfh{}i does not itself prove a two-way
exchange.

o Sl also directs speech towards him.

B Use the distinction
o ¥ introduces the person addressed in this context.

o RAhTHHE implies joint discussion, but FRAiliii does not itself prove a two-way
exchange. X also directs speech towards him.
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B Try it with help closed

You tell someone the news, without saying whether they answered. Close the exam-
ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English
what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail
and try again.

One possible response: IR T XNE S .

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

PR A Ry A implies joint discussion, but FRALPE does not itself prove a two-way
exchange.

STl also directs speech towards him.
I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



Comparing similar prepositions
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

B vs ] vs £ (towards)

B A model for learning is an abstract target

e You want to learn from an experienced teammate.
o« WM. — |7 introduces the person used as a model for learning.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 8] vs Ja] vs £ (towards). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BATI 2
wo men xidng ta Tué Ti
Word guide: FA] — we; [1] — toward; fifi — him; 2> — learn.

B Read examples in context
—HARGE.
Yl zhi wang qian zou
Word guide: —H§ — straight; {£ — toward; Hij — forward; £ — walk.
« In the opening example, M= . : [ introduces the person used as a model
for learning.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

® Know the boundary
o j, [1] and I overlap for physical direction, but not every abstract collocation.
o Learn [n] .. 22> instead of freely swapping every towards-word.

B Use the distinction
 [n] introduces the person used as a model for learning.

o &, 1] and fF overlap for physical direction, but not every abstract collocation.
Learn [1] ... %% >] instead of freely swapping every towards-word.
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B Try it with help closed

You want to learn from an experienced teammate. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: F[a]fthz#>] .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o, [1] and fF overlap for physical direction, but not every abstract collocation.
o Learn 1] .. 2#>] instead of freely swapping every towards-word.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

X} vs X}F (to/toward vs regarding)

B Treatment of a person differs from a topic phrase

o A person treats you kindly.
o fBXFERABEF. — X introduces the person towards whom the treatment is directed.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is X vs X}F (to/toward vs regarding). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

T IRAR I -
ta dut wo hén hdo

Word guide: ft — he; Xt — to; & — me; f§ — very; ¥ — good.

B Read examples in context

MTFXAFE, REEE.

dut yu zhé ge weén ti wo you kan fa

Word guide: X}F — regarding; iX — this; > — (measure word); [ — issue; F& — I;

A — have; H¥E — views.

 In the opening example, fBXFFRMBIF. : % introduces the person towards whom
the treatment is directed.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

HSK 5 ¢ 27 Comparing similar prepositions @



B Know the boundary

e XJF often introduces a topic for evaluation.
e X} and X}T overlap in some topic phrases, but X} TR does not naturally
replace XfFAR I here.

B Use the distinction
o X introduces the person towards whom the treatment is directed.

o XIF often introduces a topic for evaluation. %} and %fF overlap in some topic
phrases, but X} TFAR & does not naturally replace XfFAR & here.

B Try it with help closed
A person treats you kindly. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare

with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: %] 4,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o XJF often introduces a topic for evaluation.

o XJ and XfF overlap in some topic phrases, but %f T AR & does not naturally
replace XTFAR IF here.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

KF vs XfF vs EF

B Read the phrase’s job in the sentence

e A report concerns an environmental issue.

o XR—RTFTIHEHRE. — X TFHE modifies the report’s topic.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is XF vs XfF vs ZF. Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RTXMFE, RAER.

guan yu zhé jian shi wo bu qing chu

Word guide: FF — about; iX — this; /4 — (measure word); F — matter; I — I, & -
not; J&#& — clear.
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B Read examples in context

ETHH, WEHNR.

zhi yiu jid gé yi hou zai shuo

Word guide: £F — as for; #1#% — price; PLJ5G — later; - — again; 3t — discuss.

« Tn the opening example, B—H XFIFBMRE. : XTI modifies the
report’s topic.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e ZF can move to a new topic, while ¥} often frames an attitude or evaluation.

o Their functions overlap in some sentences; learn the whole construction rather than
rigid English labels.

B Use the distinction
o ETHHE modifies the report’s topic.
e ZF can move to a new topic, while X}F often frames an attitude or evaluation.

Their functions overlap in some sentences; learn the whole construction rather than
rigid English labels.

B Try it with help closed

A report concerns an environmental issue. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: iX&—{/; & T R4

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e & °F can move to a new topic, while XfT often frames an attitude or evaluation.

o Their functions overlap in some sentences; learn the whole construction rather
than rigid English labels.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

%4 vs 2f (to/for vs for the sake of)

B A recipient differs from acting on behalf of someone

e You call a friend to speak directly to them.
o RLMITHTE. — %4 marks the person receiving the call.
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B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is £ vs 3§ (to/for vs for the sake of). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RERETHY .
wo géi ni mai le [0 wu
Word guide: & — I; 45 — for; /K — you; 3£ — buy; L4 — present.

B Read examples in context

XERR ARG «

zhe dou shi wet ni hdo

Word guide: X — this; #B — all; 52 — is; & — for the sake of; 4K — you; & — good.

« In the opening example, BLMITHIE. : %45 marks the person receiving the call.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o HBFTHLE can mean making a call on his behalf.

o %4 and A can overlap in beneficiary contexts such as buying a gift, so this distinc-
tion is not an absolute separation of meanings.

B Use the distinction

o #4 marks the person receiving the call.

o NABFTHL§E can mean making a call on his behalf. #; and >} can overlap in
beneficiary contexts such as buying a gift, so this distinction is not an absolute
separation of meanings.

B Try it with help closed

You call a friend to speak directly to them. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: FZ5MFTHLE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o NABFTHLTE can mean making a call on his behalf.

o %4 and °f can overlap in beneficiary contexts such as buying a gift, so this
distinction is not an absolute separation of meanings.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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Comparing similar time words
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

St vs FH (usually / ordinary)

B Usual time differs from an ordinary quality

e You normally get up at seven, without describing the routine as remarkable.

o EEREAEK. — FB} frames the usual time or circumstances.

B Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is 3R} vs Y& (usually / ordinary). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PR REE
ping shi wo qiv didan qi chudng
Word guide: i} — usually; F& — I; £ 5 — seven; 2K — get up.

B Read examples in context

RRMBFHEHHE.

zheé shi hén ping chdng de shi

Word guide: iX — this; & — is; fR — very; “%5 — ordinary; 35 — thing.

« In the opening example, JFBFR-EEEEK. : P frames the usual time or circum-
stances.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

® Know the boundary

o 4 can often express usual circumstances too, and can also be an adjective in 42
BRG] OE:S

o “FH} cannot replace that adjective use.

B Use the distinction

o it frames the usual time or circumstances.

o 4 can often express usual circumstances too, and can also be an adjective in {3
g EE. R} cannot replace that adjective use.
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B Try it with help closed

You normally get up at seven, without describing the routine as remarkable. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change

one detail and try again.
One possible response: i3 EE K.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o P can often express usual circumstances too, and can also be an adjective in
(TS RCE

o JI} cannot replace that adjective use.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

PAJE vs ZJg (after / afterwards)

B Recover the reference point for afterwards

e You describe returning three days after a departure.
o =R2ZJ5, MFIET . — The return is placed three days after the relevant starting

event.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is PAJ§ vs ZJ5 (after / afterwards). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.
o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PAEBRAB L E I .
yi hou wo zidng dang ldo shi

Word guide: PAJF — in the future; 3 — I; 8 — want; 24 — be; Z/ifi — teacher.

B Read examples in context
=RZJE, MEET .
san tian zhi hou ta hui lai le
Word guide: = — three; X — days; 22 Ji5 — after; fii — he; [5]3% — come back.
o In the opening example, =R2ZJ5, MMEE T . : The return is placed three days

after the relevant starting event.
« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

e PAJ5 can independently refer to the future.

o 2 J5 needs a reference point, but that point can be supplied by the surrounding
discourse rather than repeated immediately before it.

B Use the distinction

o The return is placed three days after the relevant starting event.

e PAJ5 can independently refer to the future. 2 J5 needs a reference point, but that
point can be supplied by the surrounding discourse rather than repeated immedi-
ately before it.

B Try it with help closed

You describe returning three days after a departure. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: — K2 J5, fhFE[ZKT .

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
PAJG can independently refer to the future.

2 J5 needs a reference point, but that point can be supplied by the surrounding
discourse rather than repeated immediately before it.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Comparing similar verbs
HSK 5

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

FiEFR vs BHF (looks vs it seems)

B An appearance supports an inference without certainty

o A person looks exhausted, but you have not asked them.
o BEREFME. — The speaker judges tiredness from the apparent evidence.

B Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is FER vs FF (looks vs it seems). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fBERERBE .
ta kan qi ldi hen léi
Word guide: fth — he; FFLE — looks; R — very; & — tired.

B Read examples in context

BRETWT .

kan ldi yao xia yu le

Word guide: FH3¥ — it seems; F — going to; Y — rain.

o In the opening example, fBEFRRMBE . : The speaker judges tiredness from the
apparent evidence.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

® Know the boundary

e F3F often introduces a wider inference, and the uses overlap.

o Neither form proves that the inferred state is true or limits evidence to literal
eyesight in every context.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker judges tiredness from the apparent evidence.

o % often introduces a wider inference, and the uses overlap. Neither form proves
that the inferred state is true or limits evidence to literal eyesight in every context.
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B Try it with help closed

A person looks exhausted, but you have not asked them. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: il EFRE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e 3K often introduces a wider inference, and the uses overlap.

o Neither form proves that the inferred state is true or limits evidence to literal
eyesight in every context.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B8 vs FEFR (comes across as vs looks)

B Describe the impression made by an outfit

e Someone seems slimmer when wearing a particular outfit.

e REXHKBEBHBME., — Ef5 describes the impression made in that situation.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is {28 vs FEFK (comes across as vs looks). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PREEX AR IR BAFRE -

ni chuan zheé jian yi fu xidan de hén shou

Word guide: #R — you; Zf — wear; X — this; {4 — (measure word); KM — outfit; 15
— seem; fR — very; 8 — slim.

B Read examples in context

BB R BER.

ta kan qi lav hen nidn qing

Word guide: fth — he; HH#LH — looks; f§ — very; 442 — young.

« In the opening example, JREFXHA IR BAEME . : 15 describes the impression
made in that situation.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o AFLHKARE can also describe an appearance.

o Use a clear subject for 415; the impression does not mean the person’s actual
body changed.

B Use the distinction

o 215 describes the impression made in that situation.

o HiEME can also describe an appearance. Use a clear subject for 215; the
impression does not mean the person’s actual body changed.

B Try it with help closed

Someone seems slimmer when wearing a particular outfit. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: {RZEXAK AR BASALE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Hit AR can also describe an appearance.

o Use a clear subject for !#45; the impression does not mean the person’s actual
body changed.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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