Comparing similar verbs
HSK 5

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

FiEFR vs BHF (looks vs it seems)

B T.00ks versus conclusions

e Your colleague looks pale, and he hasn’t touched his lunch.

o MEERBR, BXRIEBXMIHT . — “He looks tired — it seems he worked late

again last night.”

B Eife¥ = looks (an impression from sight)

e Subject + FHEF + description = looks, appears: WHFKMIER, X XKE
ERAREFIZ.

o It describes what you see directly.

WERKRFR.

ta kan qi ldi hén nian qing

Word guide: fiii — she; FHH#LH — looks; fR — very; 442 — young.

FEitcK: it looks - H¥E: so it seems (a conclusion)

verb link

thELERRER AR R S ANEE T
ta kan qgilai hén lei kanlai zudwan you jiaban le
he looks tired it seems he worked late again

B E3R — it seems (a conclusion)

« BX¥, ... draws a conclusion from evidence: #i F{g T, FHHR FiILW.

o It usually starts the clause and is followed by the conclusion.

BEBT, BRTEW.

di shang shi le kan ldai zia guo yu
Word guide: #i |- — the ground; J§ — wet; FHF — it seems; [ — has rained; |y —

rain.
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B Position gives it away
o FHitt3E follows the subject and comes before a description: fil Gz AR ZE.
o A starts a clause before a conclusion: FH AR ZE. Not fhFH KRB ELE for “he

looks young”.

B ¥F ... H¥ = in someone’s view

o EREXR, XN RALIE. - “In my view, this plan isn’t very realistic.”

e 1 .. &3 gives an opinion, not a visual impression.

ERER, XMTRIAKIAEL.

zai wo kan ldi zhé ge ji hua b tai xian shi

Word guide: £ — in; & — my; FHFK — view; X/~ — this; 71X — plan; AKX — not very;
P — realistic.

B Recap

o Bt = looks (from sight, after the subject); F3F = it seems (a conclusion, at
the start).

e 1E .. HF = in someone’s opinion.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B vs BEE¥E (comes across as vs looks)

B The new haircut

e Your friend got a short haircut and now everyone says she looks different.

o WL EiLMBAEAEERT . — “Short hair makes her look younger.”

B B18 + description = come across as, appear (in effect)

o B%8 says how something comes across, often because of a cause or comparison: i
BHER, BIBREK.

o It often follows il / fifi or a cause: Hfail a5 H K.

HeitERZ8EX.

bai sé rang fang jian xidn de géng da
Word guide: {4 — white; il — makes; J5[f] — the room; 215 — appear; ¥ — more;
K — spacious.
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£15: appear, come across as

thing link verb
— ~ N N =48
Y2 1Lt EREFRT
duan téufa rang ta xiande geng niadnging le
short hair makes her look younger

B EE¥ = looks (a direct impression)
o FBHEFR reports your direct impression: It AR 5 2.

o #715 adds that something (a colour, a situation, a contrast) produces this effect.

WEERRR.

ta kan qi lat hen gao xing

Word guide: fiii — she; FHFEH — looks; R — very; &% — happy.
B Effect versus impression

o Use 215 when a cause or contrast produces the look: £ AREH BAAREE — “looks
short in the crowd”.

o 1515 takes a description, not an object: MiiEfHRAERE, not FIFMIAERE.

B Tn context and contrast

o FE—HEAARNE, MEARFH/N. - “Among a group of adults, he seems especially

small.”

o FBFRFM/D just reports your impression.
BERAFE, MHBERHD.

zai da rén zhong jian ta xian de té bié xido

Word guide: £ — among; K A — adults; #1[a] — (middle); ffi — he; 15 — seems; 4F
HIl — especially; /|y — small.

B Recap

o B8 = comes across as, because of a cause or contrast (i} J5[H] B F K).

o FHER = looks (direct impression).

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Practice without the models

Choose a pattern, cover its teaching examples, and attempt its questions. Use the
labels to find feedback in the separate key.

B ER¥ vs HFE (looks vs it seems)
2901.1 The ground is wet: “It seems it rained.” # FYE T, wove. FIEY
2901.2 “This dish looks delicious.” Which fits?

o A TEEN KB RAREIZ .

o B. BRXNEMRIZ,

o C. XPREBERKREIZ.

o D. XN RARUFIZE R

2901.3 Build: “In my view, this plan isn’t realistic.”
Arrange all chunks: XMTER] /, / AKIE. [ HEFREKRK
2901.4 FHif23k describes what you see directly.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2901.5 Your colleague looks pale, and he hasn’t touched his lunch. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B 518 vs FEEE (comes across as vs looks)
2902.1 Complete: “The white walls make the room look bigger.” € 5%k F5[E]
Ejto

2902.2 Which stresses contrast? “Among the adults, he seems especially small.”

o ACTERANHE], f2AARHN.

o B. BHRABAN.

o C. Az ERARN.

o D. fliEERML/N.

2902.3 Build: “Short hair makes her look younger.”
Arrange all chunks: 53k% / B4E&2T . / ikt / B15
2902.4 Fif2 3k simply reports a direct impression.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2902.5 Your friend got a short haircut and now everyone says she looks different. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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A fresh situation

R1. Interpret and repair. A learner says H#t¥ and &K always mean direct
visual evidence. How should you qualify that?

R2. Use it yourself. Use an appearance-based description and a tentative conclusion
from a delayed reply.

Write your responses before opening the key. Compare meaning as well as form; a
different valid answer need not copy the model.
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Answers and explanations

Check after your attempt. For open tasks, compare the message and the stated criteria,
then revise one detail.

B ER¥ vs HFE (looks vs it seems)
2901.1 B3k

A conclusion from evidence takes & .
2901.2 C. P FEFELMIFIZ.

Fi 3 describes how something looks: X 3EFEREFKMUEFIZ. FHHK is a judgement
from evidence and starts the sentence (FRAMAN T), so it does not describe appear-
ance.

2901.3 fERE R, EMHHRIAKIE.

TE ... B¥ + opinion.

2901.4 True.

%k draws a conclusion instead.

2901.5 One possible response: filEEFKRE, FHRWEM MIET .

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o FHi3k follows the subject and comes before a description: flFE KR E.

o FAF starts a clause before a conclusion: FH AR ZE. Not fiFH KRB ELE for “he

looks young”.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B 518 vs FEE (comes across as vs looks)
2902.1 215

A cause producing an effect: 75

2902.2 A. fER N, b 2A3RB1N.

15 fits an effect produced by contrast.

2902.3 &3k Kk RS EAER T,

Cause + il + person + 245 + description.
2902.4 True.

245 adds a cause or contrast.

2902.5 One possible response: %73 % iFil B B HEER T,
Check meaning and form:
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My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

Use 245 when a cause or contrast produces the look: 7E A#FH B AR — “looks
short in the crowd”.

215 takes a description, not an object: !B fSAREFE, not BAFMAERS.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Fresh-situation answers

R1. Fif3E often introduces an impression, commonly from appearance; % 3 often
draws an inference from available evidence. Neither word alone proves the source,
certainty or truth of the conclusion.

R2. One possible response. G EFMRE., IR R, FRMITEELENT.
The second is an inference, not proof of what he is doing. Check it before relying on
it.

Recall later. Later, name the evidence and uncertainty behind an impression or
inference.
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