Comparing similar adverbs
HSK 5

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

B vs 8% (often / regularly)

B How often?

e A new friend asks about your exercise habits.

c REBEBEE, ARGEEEWK. — 1 go to the gym regularly, and at

weekends I often go swimming too.”

B Both mean “often”
o HH and &% both describe frequent actions: FHH /| LHEHAS.

o In many sentences they are interchangeable.

fb22 % L .
ta jing chang jia ban
Word guide: i — he; 4%, — regularly; JI¥E — works overtime.

£% | BE: often
who link verb

£33 ZE AESE

wo jingchang qu jianshénfang

| often go to the gym

® Where they differ

o £ can be an adjective before a noun: ZH M) — “a recurring problem”,
B cannot.

o HEH has a negative A FAEE. B s negative AAHE is fine too; NEEHE is
not used.

RAERBPE.

wo bu chdng qu dian ying yuan

Word guide: F — I; A% — not often; % — go; H [ — the cinema.
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B Negatives

o Say N or N&H, not N,
o Both go before the verb, after the subject and time words: B J& A 2 & ML

B Versus 4

o WA/ &% = often, simply a frequency.

o 1EfE = tends to, under a stated condition: N R EEL.
TRRAHEE.

xid yu tian wang wang du che

Word guide: K — on rainy days; f#{F — tends to; ¥% — have traffic jams.
B Recap

o W / &% = often (mostly interchangeable); 4% can also describe nouns (4%
7).

o Negatives: N /| NEH, never NEHS. FEFE needs a condition.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

Choose a pattern, cover its teaching examples, and attempt its questions. Use the
labels to find feedback in the separate key.

B R vs 2% (often / regularly)

2401.1 Complete: “I don’t often go to the cinema.” FKAS ... ZHEFE.
2401.2 Which form is NOT used?

o« AR

« B. RNHEH

o« C. &Y

« D. R&H

2401.3 Build: “He regularly works overtime at weekends.”
Arrange all chunks: fii¥t. / fth / &K / &%

2401.4 f:4E needs a condition, unlike % .

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2401.5 A new friend asks about your exercise habits. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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A fresh situation

R1. Interpret and repair. A learner says 7% and % are an exact frequency
count. What can the words establish?

R2. Use it yourself. Say you often walk to school but take the bus when it rains.

Write your responses before opening the key. Compare meaning as well as form; a
different valid answer need not copy the model.
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Answers and explanations

Check after your attempt. For open tasks, compare the message and the stated criteria,
then revise one detail.

B BE vs 2% (often / regularly)

2401.1 &

N or NEH: ANEHE is not used.

2401.2 B. 5

The negative of ¥ is ANig or N, AHH is not used. 4% itself is fine but is
positive.

2401.3 R ZFNBL.

Subject + time + Z2% + verb.

2401.4 True.

True. {£1% describes what tends to happen under a condition, so it needs one: [
TR, 55 can describe simple frequency or the future: DAJ5H %K.

2401.5 One possible response: & L@ G, AR W T K.

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Say N or NEH, not ANEH.

o Both go before the verb, after the subject and time words: B J& 7 2 & ML

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Fresh-situation answers

R1. They describe frequent occurrence, not a numerical percentage or schedule. Both
can express often in many contexts; sentence naturalness depends on the whole phrase.

R2. One possible response. I & EMR L%, FHRBALARZE, This describes
a habit with a condition. It does not establish an exact number of walking days per
week.

Recall later. Tomorrow, distinguish frequent occurrence from a precise timetable.
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