Conditional statements
HSK 5

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

—H .., B ... (once ..., then ...)

—

B Once it starts

o A forest ranger warns visitors about fires in the dry season.

« —HEX, RBEXEER. — “Once a fire starts, it’s very hard to control.”

B —H A, it B = once A happens, B

« —H introduces a possible event (often serious or decisive); B gives what follows
from it.

o It can follow the subject: {R—HE T, 355

H—HPSET , AEE.

ni yi dan jué ding le jiu bié hou hui

Word guide: K — you; — H. — once; #i5E — decide; Ht — then; 5] — don’t; 51 — regret
it.

—B..... #h......: once it happens, the result follows

=

X

5
TRIEE S

Meaning

Once a fire starts, it's very hard to control.

B Warnings and decisive moments

o MB—BFE, BMBMREE. — “Once a habit is formed, it’s hard to change.”
. —BAMNE, BEGEAMR. — “As soon as there’s news, I'll let you know.”

JR—BEFR, RRERE.
xi guan yi dan yang chéng jiu hén ndn gadi bian
Word guide: > — a habit; —H — once; F£i{ — formed; 3 — then; 3 — very; ¥ —
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hard; 4% — to change.

B A possible, important event

o« —H is for an event that may happen and matters; for everyday “as soon as”, —

. J .. is more natural: Fx—F| FLEVRFT HLIE.
o Pair it with 3f after the subject of the result: —H WY, FCFERLEY.

® —H versus IR and — ... § ...

o YNSR = if (neutral possibility).

o —H = once (the moment it happens, consequences follow) — stronger and often a
warning.

WERTHW, BRITRAE.
i quo xid yu wo men jiu b qu

Word guide: #SE — if; I — it rains; F&{] — we; Bt — then; A~ — not; & — go.

B Recap
« —H A, (Subject) Bt B = once A happens, B (often serious).
o Everyday sequences use — ... 5 ...; neutral conditions use {5

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

Choose a pattern, cover its teaching examples, and attempt its questions. Use the
labels to find feedback in the separate key.

®—H .., ® .. (once .., then ...)

1901.1 Complete: “Once you've decided, don’t regret it.” R ... BRE T, FHG
M.

1901.2 Everyday routine: “As soon as I get home, I take a shower.” Which fits best?
o A F—HBNFA PR

« B. JEIK—HptE.

o C. K35k,

o D. F— AR FHhE.

1901.3 Build: “Once a habit is formed, it’s hard to change.”

Arrange all chunks: 248, / SfRME / JH—HFHEK /

1901.4 — H. often carries a warning tone.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1901.5 A forest ranger warns visitors about fires in the dry season. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
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again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

A fresh situation

R1. Interpret and repair. A rule says —H &K P4E1%, #L2E4kE. A learner thinks
the sentence proves an error was found. Correct the inference.

R2. Use it yourself. Write an instruction for what to do once a file is lost.

Write your responses before opening the key. Compare meaning as well as form; a
different valid answer need not copy the model.
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Answers and explanations

Check after your attempt. For open tasks, compare the message and the stated criteria,
then revise one detail.

®—H .., ® .. (once .., then ...)
1901.1 —H.

— H + decisive event, F + result.

1901.2 C. FK—FN Hivkise.

An ordinary routine takes — .. §f ..; —H. is for weighty events.
1901.3 J—HIRM, SRR .
—H A, ¥ B.

1901.4 True.

It stresses consequences once something happens.

1901.5 One possible response: —HZ# k|, iR MEREH .

Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o« —H is for an event that may happen and matters; for everyday “as soon as”, —
.l .. is more natural: F—2|F LG VRFTHLIE.

o Pair it with 3 after the subject of the result: —H FWY, FCFELEY.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Fresh-situation answers

R1. It gives a response if an error is found; it does not report an actual discovery. —
H._ introduces the triggering condition for the stated consequence.

R2. One possible response. — H &K I A4E4, w7 B4k d. The trigger is
discovery of the loss and the action is reporting. A real report would need facts about
whether the trigger occurred.

Recall later. Later, separate the trigger in a policy from evidence that it happened.
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