"Even if” statements
HSK 5

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

e ..., # ... (even if)
B Keep a plan despite possible rain

o A friend has decided to attend an indoor club meeting. FE TN, BtEZE. — even
if it rains, I will still go.

e The possible rain does not reverse that stated decision. The sentence is not a
weather report or proof that the friend has already arrived.

B Join the conceded case to the decision

o In this pattern, gt/ + case, subject + #, + decision links the obstacle to the
decision that survives it.

« In MR TMN, ’BZE. , NN is the conceded case and Ft 7 is the maintained

decision. Read both clauses before choosing the meaning of % /&.
METH, REE.
jiu shi xia yu wo yé qu

Word guide: #fif& — even if; N[y — rain; 3 — I; 4 — still; 2 — go.

B Compare a condition that changes the plan

o BRIWITFMN, TEAAZE, — if it rains, I will not go — makes rain a reason to change
the plan.

« MBTM, WK, keeps going despite that same possible obstacle. Changing
the connective and the conclusion changes the relationship.

Compare a condition that changes the plan

PERTM , b,

Rain is conceded; going remains the stated plan

BRINFR , HHARE,

Rain would change the decision to not going

XTI,

Identifies the book; no even-if relationship

A conceded case is not, by itself, evidence that it occurred.
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B Separate identification from concession
e XMBRKFB. - this is exactly my book — identifies the book. It contains no
even-if obstacle followed by a surviving conclusion.

o The characters ¥f/2 alone cannot settle the meaning. A complete sentence and its
context separate identification from this concessive pattern.

B Check what was actually observed
o A later message says B2 FN T . — it has started raining. That separate report
supplies the actual weather information.

o A statement of intention still is not an arrival record. The friend can later revise
the plan; an earlier concessive sentence does not make future events certain.

B Keep the two jobs apart

o For concessive 32 .. t .., identify the conceded case and the conclusion that
survives it. Do not treat the case as proven by the pattern alone.

o For identifying /2, ask what is being identified. Use separate reports for actual
rain, actual arrival or a later changed decision.

Practise this pattern step by step.

BE .., # ... (even if)

B Value an attempt despite possible failure
o A team says RERM, H{EE. — even if the attempt fails, it is still worthwhile.
They value what they can learn from trying.

o The evaluation survives the conceded failure. This does not say failure is certain
or that the attempt has already succeeded.

B Keep the two clauses connected
o BB + conceded case, .. #, + conclusion asks the listener to grant a case
without abandoning the conclusion.

e In the original example, 4 is the conceded case and H{Ef5 is the evaluation.
The people and attempt can be understood from the surrounding conversation.

BERY, HER.
jiu suan shi bai yé zhi dé

Word guide: 3 — even if; Jei — fail; t — still; {5 — worth it.

B Do not require a worst case

« MEXMPIEEE, BA—EBARM. — even if this method is cheap, it may

not suit us — grants a favourable price point.

o Cheapness is not the worst possible outcome. #% can concede a point in an
argument while refusing the conclusion that the point alone is enough.
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Do not require a worst case

MEXMW , ES,

Failure conceded; worthwhile evaluation remains

MEXNMDEEE , BA—EESHA]

Cheapness conceded; suitability remains uncertain

Conceded case can be imagined or already known

Use the surrounding evidence, not the connective alone

A conceded case is not, by itself, evidence that it occurred.

B Use context for what is known
 Before a result is announced, BRELM, HEMAE. can discuss an imagined failure.
It does not establish that the team failed.

o In a different conversation, a receipt already shows a low price. The speaker can
grant that known price with FLE X H while still questioning suitability.

B Keep evaluation separate from permission

o The team’s worthwhile judgement belongs to that stated attempt and those speak-
ers. Another person can disagree about its value.

o The sentence supplies no permission to ignore a budget, an agreed rule or a safety
requirement. Those need their own facts and decisions.

B Concede a case without overclaiming

» Find what the speaker is willing to grant and which conclusion remains. Check the
wider context before calling the granted case imagined or known.

e Do not turn #{% into certainty, always the worst case, everyone agrees, or a
calculation: its job here is an even-if relationship.

Practise this pattern step by step.

#E ... , # ... (even if)
B Maintain an intention despite difficulty

o A learner says WM, RBEZE, — however difficult it is, I still intend to learn
it. The difficulty is being conceded.

e The learner states determination. The sentence does not report mastery or give a
measured probability of success.
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B Find the case and the intention

o In B} + case, .. # + conclusion, the first clause gives a case the speaker is
prepared to allow; the second keeps the conclusion.

o In BREEME, RWFEEE, | HHE extends the conceded difficulty. It does not mean
[ will study only after the task becomes harder.

R, REBEE.
nd pa zai ndn wo Yyé yao rué
Word guide: Wff — even if; F- — even; ¥ — hard; F — I; th — still; 2% — will; 2% —

learn.

B Allow a very small amount too
. B RAER A8, BBEL . — even if I have only five minutes, I still intend to
practise — concedes a small amount of time.

e The learner keeps the practice intention with that small allowance. The sentence
does not promise that a whole course will be completed in five minutes.

Allow a very small amount too

WIHEE , RBEZ,

Severe difficulty allowed; learning intention stays

WERABASH , HBERE3),

Small time allowance; practice intention stays

WEEZE , HEAE

Free time allowed; refusal to go stays

A conceded case is not, by itself, evidence that it occurred.

B Keep the conclusion’s direction
o WPEME, FRIWESE. keeps the intention to learn. BfgAE S, RBAZE, keeps
a refusal to go, even with free time.

o 11 does not make a negative decision positive. Read A~ in the maintained conclusion
before reporting what the speaker intends.

B Separate a small chance from no chance

e MM RAE —EHFYE, BRIMNBER—K. allows even a little hope and keeps an

intention to try. — g gives no exact percentage.

o This sentence alone does not state what the speakers would decide if there were no
hope at all. A minimal amount and zero are different cases.
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B Read the actual allowance

o Name the conceded case: severe difficulty, little time or a little hope. Then state
the actual conclusion, including any negative word.

o Keep intention separate from completed action and measured success. Do not
replace a small amount with zero or invent a numerical probability.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

Choose a pattern, cover its teaching examples, and attempt its questions. Use the
labels to find feedback in the separate key.

B R ..., W ... (even if)

1401.1 Use the lesson target 52 in this example: Even if it rains, I'll still go: ...........
T, EE

1401.2 {’en’: "Here jfi/& means..”, 'zh’: " X P HEEFER ... 0}

o A. {’en’: ’even if (a concession)’, 'zh’: * g2 / B (L)}

o B. {’en’: ’exactly / precisely’, zh’: * IE&& / i@ (5R)’}

1401.3 {’en’: ’ i/ here pairs with # in the main clause’, 'zh’: ’ X B gt & ¥E /)
HE5WER. '}

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1401.4 You plan to go even if rain occurs. What does 52 N, FthZ. communi-
cate?

o A. The possible rain does not change the speaker’s decision.

o B. The sentence proves it is raining now.

1401.5 B2 W, FthZ:. shows that the friend is already at the meeting.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1401.6 Match each complete sentence to its relationship.

o L g T, ki,

L ARWIR R, AL

L Egiedenyi.
A. Do not go if rain occurs

B. Identify the book

o C. Keep going despite possible rain

1401.7 The friend first says 2 NIy, F 2. Which later message actually reports
rain?

s ACKETWT .

o B.ELE T, .

HSK 5 o 14 "Even if” statements @



1401.8 fRUNTF Y, FHFLAZ:. maintains going in the rainy case, just like Fi/& N,
KA.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1401.9 Recall the situation: Keep a plan despite possible rain. Decide what the
speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then
write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B ERE .., W .. (even if)

1402.1 Use the lesson target 33 in this example: Even if we fail, it’s worth it: ...........
KW, WAHA

1402.2 {’en”: ’ FHE is closest to..”, 'zh’: * @B ... 0}

o A. {en’: " [H4 (because)’, 'zh’: > [HK (KH)'}

« B. {len: " B / B2 (even if), zh’ * BIAE / wiid (RI(E)}

1402.3 5% must concede the worst possible case, so a favourable price cannot be
conceded.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1402.4 A team values the attempt even if it fails. What does B{BE &M, WHHE.
communicate?

o A. BB says failure is certain.

e B. The speaker keeps the evaluation despite the imagined failure.

1402.5 AR IK says failure is certain.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1402.6 Match each part of FAXNIMNETEH, HA—EEAFA]. to its job.

o 1. EPMHEEE

o L A—EEARKAM

e A. Suitability remains uncertain

e B. Price point being granted

1402.7 A receipt already confirms the method is cheap. A speaker says HL&E X/~
R, WA—E@EETHAN]. Must cheapness be an unknown imagined fact?

o A. No: the speaker can grant the known cheapness and still question suitability

e B. Yes: & forbids granting a known fact

1402.8 A team’s B LM, HAHAS . gives permission to break a separately agreed
spending limit.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1402.9 Recall the situation: Value an attempt despite possible failure. Decide what
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the speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

® R ... , W ... (even if)

1403.1 Use the lesson target ¥ff{ in this example: Even if it’s hard, I'll still learn it:
1403.2 {’en’: * W4 leans on..”, 'zh’: > WMAFET ....7}

o A. {’en’: ’an extreme / minimal supposition’, zh’: " M / f/PDFERIX}

o B. {’en’: ’the most likely everyday case’, 'zh’: ’ f ] BEFY H H1E 00}

1403.3 {’en’: * W] pairs with % in the main clause’, 'zh’: * WAL 3= 4) B 5 Wi
fic. '}

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1403.4 A learner is determined to continue despite difficulty. What does BJ/H F-ME
HHE 22, communicate?

o A. The speaker accepts an extreme obstacle without abandoning the intention.

o B. B[ always means the condition is certain to happen.

1403.5 WP FME , et 224 reports that the learner has already mastered the subject.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1403.6 Match each conceded case to what it allows.

o 1. Wb -FEXE

L Wibe A oy

L Bt R — e 2
A. Even a little hope

B. Even severe difficulty

e C. Even a small amount of time
1403.7 A friend says B2, Fth A2, What decision survives having free time?

o A. Not going; the negative word remains in the conclusion

« B. Going, because i, cancels A~

1403.8 Wi HA — S8, F/T1WE—if. establishes the same decision when
there is no hope at all.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

1403.9 Recall the situation: Maintain an intention despite difficulty. Decide what
the speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
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Write or say your own response before reading the key.

A fresh situation

R1. Interpret and repair. A learner says Ml NI, Ff1mtZ to practise the
paired even-if frame. Repair the result connector.

R2. Use it yourself. State that you will keep a promise even if it takes extra time.

Write your responses before opening the key. Compare meaning as well as form; a
different valid answer need not copy the model.

HSK 5 o 14 "Even if” statements



Answers and explanations

Check after your attempt. For open tasks, compare the message and the stated criteria,
then revise one detail.

B R ..., W ... (even if)

1401.1 {’en’: ’ Hi2’, 'zh”:  pE2’}

{en’: " B ... , ... = even if: FLE NN, W& zh: " BE ... st e =
KB o FUE R, AL Y

1401.2 A. {’en’: ’even if (a concession)’, 'zh’: ’ iz / Bl (1E4)}

{’en’: 7 Fis2 .. L .. = even if; it sets up a hypothetical., 'zh’: > Fi 2 ... ... = [
fif; 5l Rk, '}

1401.3 True.

{’en’: "Yes — & ..., W .., zh’ "X — bR e, e 7}

1401.4 A. The possible rain does not change the speaker’s decision.

The possible rain does not change the speaker’s decision. The sentence does not assert
that it is raining. #{+& also has an identifying or emphatic use outside this concessive
frame.

1401.5 False.

The speaker states a maintained decision, not an arrival report.

1401.6 1-C: 2 FW, FthZk. = Keep going despite possible rain; 2-A: {RUTTF Y,
FWAZE . = Do not go if rain occurs; 3-B: XTI F5. = Identify the book
The even-if, ordinary if-condition and identifying uses make different claims.

1401.7 A. ELFW T

V4N T reports a changed actual weather state. The even-if sentence by itself
does not report rain.

1401.8 False.

The if-sentence says not go if it rains; the even-if sentence keeps going despite rain.
1401.9 One possible response: Hi2 NN, FtF.

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e XMEBBRKIF. — this is exactly my book — identifies the book. It contains no

even-if obstacle followed by a surviving conclusion.

o The characters # /& alone cannot settle the meaning. A complete sentence and its
context separate identification from this concessive pattern.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
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comment on pronunciation.

mEE .., W ... (even if)

1402.1 {'en”: ’ FED, 'Zh: 7 A}

en’: " BRE ... , ... = even if: LB LI, WEHE, zh: " BRE ...... st e =
B I, WA '}

1402.2 B. {’en’: * B / 5E2 (even if), 'zh’: * BIf# / w2 (RPfH)}

{’en’: ” % = even if / even supposing; pairs with #87, ’zh’: 3% = B / 56E
HWsERL. '}

1402.3 False.

A XA INEEE, tEA—EE G HA] concedes a favourable price point while keeping
suitability uncertain. A conceded case need not be the worst case.

1402.4 B. The speaker keeps the evaluation despite the imagined failure.

The speaker keeps the evaluation despite the imagined failure. % introduces a
conceded case. It need not mean the speaker predicts that this case will actually
occur.

1402.5 False.

LA introduces a conceded case. It need not mean the speaker predicts that this case
will actually occur. The speaker keeps the evaluation despite the imagined failure.

1402.6 1-B: X4~JpyE{#'H = Price point being granted; 2-A: ~A—E@EHFFHKA] =
Suitability remains uncertain

Granting cheapness does not establish that the method suits the group.

1402.7 A. No: the speaker can grant the known cheapness and still question suitability

The receipt supplies the price evidence. The concessive statement grants that point
without accepting suitability.

1402.8 False.

A worthwhile evaluation is not permission to ignore another rule; the spending limit
has its own authority.

1402.9 One possible response: FERM, HIEHS .
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Before a result is announced, SRERM, WAHR. can discuss an imagined failure.
It does not establish that the team failed.

e In a different conversation, a receipt already shows a low price. The speaker can
grant that known price with FEEIXNIpEHEE while still questioning suitability.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
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need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

R ..., W ... (even if)

1403.1 {’en’: * Bf4A’, "zh’: " MR}

Pen’: " Bfg ... , # ... = even if: WP FME, Feth 2%, zh': ° BRI ...... R i - =
WIR-hT: AR PR, FR e, )

1403.2 A. {’en’: ’an extreme / minimal supposition’, zh’: " Mg / F/DERIX}

{en’: * WP A — A = even just a sliver of hope., 'zh’: ” B A — A =
W A —2ZmE. '}

1403.3 True.

{’en’: "Yes — WP ..., ' zh’: WM ey s 7}

1403.4 A. The speaker accepts an extreme obstacle without abandoning the intention.

The speaker accepts an extreme obstacle without abandoning the intention. M|
can also introduce a minimal case, as in Bf{H B A — S 4 2. It does not specify a
probability for the condition.

1403.5 False.

The speaker maintains an intention to learn; mastery is a different claim requiring
evidence.

1403.6 1-B: B X = Even severe difficulty; 2-C: Wi 2 A Ti40%P = Even a small
amount of time; 3-A: Wi R — S E = Even a little hope

WM can allow both a severe obstacle and a minimal amount; none of these phrases
states an exact success probability.

1403.7 A. Not going; the negative word remains in the conclusion
The free-time case is conceded, but Ft A Z keeps the refusal to go.
1403.8 False.

A little hope and no hope are different cases. The sentence alone does not give the
zero-hope decision.

1403.9 One possible response: WiH X, TRt 2%

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o BPEaEME, RWE2E, keeps the intention to learn. BHMAEFZE, WWAZE. keeps

a refusal to go, even with free time.

o 1 does not make a negative decision positive. Read A~ in the maintained conclusion
before reporting what the speaker intends.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
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need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Fresh-situation answers

R1. BB TR, Ff1t2 . 1 maintains the result despite the condition in this frame.
Bt commonly pairs with an ordinary if-result construction, which would change the
relation.

R2. One possible response. WiHZE—SULEfA], FRESHE N A FMEF. The
condition is an obstacle under which the commitment holds; the sentence does not
prove completion.

Recall later. Tomorrow, compare an if-result and an even-if-result about the same
possible obstacle.
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