Sentence patterns — focus & existence
HSK 5

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

FARR (if it weren’t for)

B A friend gets you to the right place

o A friend guides you through unfamiliar streets, and you arrive without getting lost.

You say BARR, BEERE T . — If it had not been for you, I would have got
lost.

o Keep two versions apart: the help actually happened; getting lost is the imagined
alternative without that help.

B Remove the helpful condition in imagination

o Use ERR + person / situation, result. In this example, {f stands for the
friend’s help; #f introduces the imagined result.

o BEARKEILHTE, REEBE T . makes the help explicit. [ is optional here;

it is not a separate actual event.
BEARK, RREBET .
yao bu shi ni wo jiu mi lu le
Word guide: A — if not for; 8 — you; & — I; 5 — then; 2K — get lost.
B Read the two versions side by side

o Actual version: a friend guides you and you arrive safely. Imagined version: remove
that help and picture getting lost.

o BEPET . directly reports getting lost. The same words inside the ZEAZ .. 5l
.. alternative do not become an actual report.
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Actual help and an imagined alternative

What happened: your friend guided you

You arrived without getting lost

EARMR , BRI T,

Imagine removing the help: getting lost

BERERIZEE , FFTEEMIBRIT,

B] BE makes the imagined lateness uncertain

An imagined result is not an actual event report.

B Leave room for uncertainty

o BEARKIEME, RVEHIRE T. — Without your reminder, I might have been

late. W] fHE makes the imagined result less certain.

o The speaker credits the reminder. The sentence is not an experiment proving that
it was the only possible way to arrive on time.

B Compare an alternative with a thank-you

o ZHRIEME, RABIRI|. credits the reminder for avoiding lateness. BARMR
EE, BPOBRI) T . imagines lateness without it.

e Both can express gratitude in this situation. Their result clauses look in different
directions: the actual good result, or an unreal bad alternative.

B Change the event before choosing the pattern

o If you actually got lost and the friend never helped, F¢ £ T reports that event.
Do not reuse the opening thank-you as its description.

o For a new situation, identify what happened first, then what is only imagined
without the named condition.

Practise this pattern step by step.

£7% (thanks to / luckily)

B A deliberate search finds the bag

o A friend helps search the station, finds your missing bag, and brings it back. &%
TR, BAHDB]., — Thanks to you, I found it.

o The speaker credits useful help. £ 7% can describe deliberate effort; it does not
require a random lucky accident.
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B Name the contribution and the result

o Use £75 (T) + helpful person / event, result. | is optional in this pattern;
7" often highlights how the help enabled the result.

e In Z75 TR, FAFE, the understood object of $£#| is the missing bag from the
conversation. Do not invent a different object.

25 TR, RARI.

duo kui le ni wo cdi zhdo dao

Word guide: 27 — thanks to; /K — you; ¥ — I; 4 — only then; $%%| — found.

B A negative event can be avoided successfully

o ZSHRIRE, BAEIRS|. — Thanks to your reminder, I was not late. %R is

the beneficial result here.

o ZTHRIEME, BT 4, credits a reminder for bringing an umbrella. It works

without 4", and does not claim that rain actually fell.

Credit the help and check the outcome

25 TR, HAZE,

Helpful search = bag found

ZoiRiREE , HAIRIRE,

Helpful reminder — lateness avoided

ZSIRREE , w7,
Helpful reminder = umbrella brought; no " required

A useful contribution need not be the only contribution.

B Keep credit separate from ordinary blame
 In the bag example, £ 7 T4} credits the friend for finding it. It does not blame
them for losing it.

e An ironic tone could change a speaker’s intention. With ordinary sincere thanks
as our stated context, choose the beneficial contribution.

B A contribution is not the whole story

e The friend searched and a station worker returned the bag. You may thank the
friend without claiming that nobody else helped.

o If the bag is still missing, F 4 k% does not describe the stated outcome. The
useful effort and a successful search are different claims.
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B Thank someone for what the evidence supports

o Name the help and its actual benefit: reminding someone to bring an umbrella,
finding a bag, or preventing lateness.

o Choose £ for the helpful contribution, then check the result clause. Do not add
an outcome or an exclusive cause that the context never supplies.

Practise this pattern step by step.

.. TIE (that’s all / nothing more)

B A joke still has a listener
« After a comment, the speaker says TR REBFFBEME ., — I was only joking, that’s
all. This presents the comment as nothing more than a joke.

o The listener may still feel hurt. [, gives the speaker’s limited account; it does
not prove the effect on someone else.

B Close the claim with B2

o Put TME, after the limited statement. B ... B and A3F ... B, are common
ways to stress “only this”.

o FHEBIFHZEME limits the claimed intention to joking. The sentence does not
establish agreement or forgiveness.

RARFHEME .

wo zhi shi kai wdan xido ér yi

Word guide: F — I; HJ& — only; JFIisE — joke; M. — that’s all.
B Jdentify exactly what is limited

e REBTHHEIME. - I read only two pages. The limit concerns how much was
read, not whether the reader understood them.

o RHERBHMEAETONE. [ only offered advice. The speaker limits their role; this
does not say who made the final decision.
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A limited claim leaves other questions open

HRARBTRITME.

Two pages read; understanding remains unstated

HREFIKME,

Speaker’s claimed intention; listener’s feelings unstated

AmTTmE.

Speaker downplays the price; your budget is separate

ME does not change a number or prove harmlessness.

B Small to the speaker may be large to you
e FiTIEME. - Only two thousand yuan. The speaker downplays the amount; it
may still be expensive for the listener.

e The amount is not made smaller by the particle. Check a price against your budget
instead of treating “only” as evidence of affordability.

B Test a changed amount
o A report says REETHAPME. — [ waited only four minutes. A friend’s

deadline was three minutes.

o Four minutes is longer than that deadline even if the speaker downplays it. The
stated number and the speaker’s attitude are different information.

B Limit the claim, then check the facts

o Find the limited action, amount or role before paraphrasing [fii,. Two pages, four
minutes and giving advice limit different things.

o A speaker can minimise an event. The listener’s feelings, the importance of the
event and the accuracy of the account still need their own evidence.

Practise this pattern step by step.

¥ (a formal 1B)

B A notice requests a closed door

o A written notice says R Jx_E. — Please close the door. * introduces |7, the
thing acted on, before 5 I, the action and result.

o This is a request to change the door’s state. Reading it does not establish that
anyone has already closed the door.
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B Name the object, then what happens to it

« This pattern is subject + ¥ 4+ object 4+ verb phrase. In a request beginning
1#, the person asked to act may be understood rather than named.

o ¥ 7% I has the same object-and-action structure as #5427 _F. ¥ is common
in formal written instructions.

HRITXE,
qing jiang mén guan shang

Word guide: i — please; K — (f2); '] — door; 7 I+ — close.

B Read the requested result
o EBRHHAERE. — Please put the document on the table. {4 is the object;
WA 5 b tells where it should end up.

o Changing 5 I to 1 B changes the requested destination. Naming the object alone
does not give a complete instruction.

Read 4% in its sentence

B x L.
4& = 7] (object) = & L (requested action / result)

KWFE1T,
1Y (subject) = $F 24T (future event)

X LT,
"] (subject) = # KX £ T (passive event report)

An instruction is different from evidence of completion.

B The same character has another job
o &UUA4T. — The meeting will be held. Here ¥ signals a future event, with no
introduced object between }f and 2547

e [T8EXET . reports that the door was closed. #f gives a passive report; it is not
the instruction’s *ff object marker.

B Follow the object in a new instruction
o EBRIECHMER. — Please delete the old file. |H {4 is the target; the instruction

does not request deleting every file.

o BHABEXRIH MR, — Please do not delete the old file. A% changes the request

while ¥f still introduces its object.
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B Read the sentence around ¥

o In iHFF 1% I, locate the object |] and the requested result & . In &30 %%
47, read ¥ with the event that follows.

¢ Decide the word’s role from its sentence. A future time mentioned elsewhere does
not automatically turn every ¥f into a future marker.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

Choose a pattern, cover its teaching examples, and attempt its questions. Use the
labels to find feedback in the separate key.

B FERR (if it weren’t for)

0901.1 Using the lesson pattern in this demonstrated example: If it weren’t for you,
I'd have got lost: ........ /X, TR T .

0901.2 In the opening guidance example, 2 /& imagines which version?

o A. A likely future plan to seek guidance

e B. No guidance, with getting lost as the imagined result

0901.3 {’en’: * FAJE often pairs with i in the result clause’, zh’: * BN EHAELS
RO RS, )

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0901.4 A friend guided you correctly, preventing you from getting lost. What does
TR, R T . communicate?

o A. The speaker imagines getting lost without the friend’s help.

o B. The sentence says the speaker definitely got lost.

0901.5 In the opening situation, FKFLEEE T inside TR, FKILIEEE T reports
that getting lost actually occurred.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0901.6 Match each stated version to its event.

e 1. Actual: the friend guided you

e 1. Imagined: remove that guidance

* A. You would get lost

e B. You arrived without getting lost

0901.7 FAZ/RIEEE, FerlREWLIRE| T . presents lateness without the reminder as
certain.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0901.8 You actually got lost, and no friend helped. Which directly reports the event?

o A FRIRBET
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« B BAEAR, oM T .

0901.9 Recall the situation: A friend gets you to the right place. Decide what the
speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then
write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B £75 (thanks to / luckily)

0902.1 Using the lesson pattern in this demonstrated example: Thanks to you, I
found it: .. TAR, AT,

0902.2 In the sincere bag-search example, £7 credits...

o A. The person to blame for losing the bag

o B. Useful help leading to a good result

0902.3 {’en’: * £ often pairs with 4" in the result., 'zh’: * Z5HEALELE R B 5445
fido '}

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0902.4 A friend helped you find a lost bag. What does £25 TR, FkA#F|. com-
municate?

e A. £75 here blames the friend for losing the bag.

o B. The speaker credits the friend for the successful search.

0902.5 In the sincere bag-search example, 2 %5 blames the friend for losing the bag.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0902.6 Z 5 REEEE, FHF T4, can credit the reminder even without 7.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0902.7 Z 5 URFEEE, Fe A IR F| . sincerely credits a reminder. Which is the beneficial
result?

o A. Arriving late

o B. No reminder occurred

o C. Not arriving late

0902.8 A friend and a station worker both helped find the bag. Thanking the friend
with £ 7% shows the worker did nothing.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0902.9 Recall the situation: A deliberate search finds the bag. Decide what the
speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then
write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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B . MWE (that’s all / nothing more)

0903.1 Using the lesson pattern in this demonstrated example: 1 was only joking,
that’s all: & H BB .....s

0903.2 In Fk H B I mE., what does [ do?

o A. Limits the speaker’s account to joking

e B. Proves that nobody was hurt

0903.3 {’en’: ’ M. often teams up with HJ & or A, zh’: * e #-5 H g
FEHC. '}

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0903.4 A comment was intended as a joke, and the speaker downplays it. What does
FIHEHF KM E . communicate?

o A. ME proves the listener could not be hurt by the joke.

o B. The speaker says it was nothing more than joking.

0903.5 In the joke example, [fil . shows that the listener was not hurt.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0903.6 Match each sentence to what the speaker limits.

o L EHAFTHIMNE.
L AR AN E .
L ZHBIFBRME -

A. Claimed intention of the comment

* B. Role in the decision
o C. Amount read
0903.7 T JCii &2 shows that two thousand yuan fits every listener’s budget.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0903.8 Fk H& T Pu4-4hm . The deadline was three minutes. Which conclusion
follows from the numbers?

e A. The listener must consider four minutes unimportant

e B. M reduces the wait to under three minutes

e C. The four-minute wait exceeds the deadline

0903.9 Recall the situation: A joke still has a listener. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it

in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with
the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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B ¥ (a formal 38)

0904.1 Use this lesson’s formal object marker *Kf: § .......... []% .
0904.2 In i#E¥F 1% _F, $#F has a similar object-marking role to which word?
o A. {en’: ’ #f (passive marker)’, 'zh’: " #{ (BEshbric)’}

e B. {’en’: " 41 (disposal marker)’, 'zh’: * #f (&b EHRiC)'}

0904.3 In i) 5% I, £F introduces the object [7] before the action % _I*.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0904.4 A written instruction asks someone to close the door. What does | ] 5%
F. communicate?

o A ¥FI]15% I uses Kf solely as a future-tense marker.

o B. ¥ places the door before the action performed on it.

0904.5 In iE$F1] 5% I, £F serves solely as a future-event marker.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0904.6 Match each sentence to the role highlighted in this lesson.

o LoAERFIIR L

L. U217,

LTIk LT
A. Introduces the object to be acted on

B. Reports the door’s closing passively

o C. Signals a future event

0904.7 The notice R X E S . shows the document is already on the table.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0904.8 iFH A EREIH SCLEMIS: . What does the instruction request?

o A. Delete every file

e B. The old file was already deleted

e C. Do not delete the old file

0904.9 Recall the situation: A notice requests a closed door. Decide what the speaker
wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it
in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with
the model, then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

A fresh situation

R1. Interpret and repair. A learner reads ZNEAREEEE, FeHtiRE| T as a report
that the speaker was actually late. Repair it.

R2. Use it yourself. Credit a friend for helping find a bag, then limit your own role
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to giving a suggestion.
Write your responses before opening the key. Compare meaning as well as form; a
different valid answer need not copy the model.
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Answers and explanations

Check after your attempt. For open tasks, compare the message and the stated criteria,
then revise one detail.

B FERR (if it weren’t for)

0901.1 {’en’: " BANJE’, 'zh’: " BNE'}

{en’: > BAR + X, B ... = if not for X: TR, ek 17, zh: " BAR +
Xy B e = B o SRR, BRI T '}

0901.2 B. No guidance, with getting lost as the imagined result

The guidance actually occurred in this context. The result is imagined without it.
0901.3 True.

{’en’: "Yes — BALE .., L (1)), 'zh’s " X} — FRSE o, B (7)o 7}

0901.4 A. The speaker imagines getting lost without the friend’s help.

The speaker imagines getting lost without the friend’s help. The context credits actual
help using a counterfactual alternative. It does not report that the speaker actually
got lost.

0901.5 False.

The friend helped and the speaker arrived safely. Getting lost belongs to the imagined
alternative.

0901.6 1-B: Actual: the friend guided you = You arrived without getting lost; 2—-A:
Imagined: remove that guidance = You would get lost

Only the first version actually occurred in the opening situation.
0901.7 False.
T]HE means might. It weakens the certainty of the imagined result.

0901.8 A. FKEE T .

FRAEPE T directly reports getting lost. The other sentence imagines getting lost with-
out helpful guidance.

0901.9 One possible response: ZAZIR, FHLEKE T .
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o BARKEE, RAEHEBT. — Without your reminder, I might have been

late. P]HE makes the imagined result less certain.

o The speaker credits the reminder. The sentence is not an experiment proving that
it was the only possible way to arrive on time.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
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comment on pronunciation.

B £75 (thanks to / luckily)

0902.1 {’en’: * £75’, zh’: ' £75’}

%275 (7)) introduces the helpful contribution: the friend’s help. It can be deliberate
rather than accidental.

0902.2 B. Useful help leading to a good result

The friend helped find the bag. Deliberate help can be credited with £7.

0902.3 True.

{en’: Yes - 25 TH, A, 2h': ° ¥ — 25 TR, A#KF]. '}

0902.4 B. The speaker credits the friend for the successful search.

The speaker credits the friend for the successful search. £ 75 normally presents a
beneficial contribution. 7 highlights how the help enabled the result here; it is a
common partner rather than compulsory in every sentence.

0902.5 False.
It credits the friend’s help in finding the bag.
0902.6 True.

7" is common, not compulsory. The stated benefit is bringing the umbrella, not proof
of rain.

0902.7 C. Not arriving late

7% iR %] means not being late; avoiding the bad event is the benefit.
0902.8 False.

Crediting the friend does not deny another person’s contribution.
0902.9 One possible response: £ TR, FA 2.

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o In the bag example, £ 75 TR credits the friend for finding it. It does not blame
them for losing it.

e An ironic tone could change a speaker’s intention. With ordinary sincere thanks
as our stated context, choose the beneficial contribution.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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.. TIE (that’s all / nothing more)
0903.1 {’en’: " [k, zh’: " ME}
{‘en’: “(HR) .. + WE = that’s all: HRIFIEMC”, ‘zh’ "(R&)..... + B =
...... M R%ﬂ:fﬂ} RIME. '}
0903.2 A. Limits the speaker’s account to joking
It presents the comment as only a joke. The listener’s feelings remain a separate
question.
0903.3 True.
{len’: "Yes - Hig .. W / A .. WE), zh’: > Xf — HE .. me / Ak ... i)
E. '}
0903.4 B. The speaker says it was nothing more than joking.
The speaker says it was nothing more than joking. This describes the speaker’s fram-
ing. It does not prove that the listener found the comment harmless.
0903.5 False.
It limits the speaker’s claimed intention; it does not prove the listener’s reaction.
0903.6 1-C: FTe L/ T M E - = Amount read; 2-B: & H 2R ALAH T E « = Role
in the decision; 3-A: F H 2T E . = Claimed intention of the comment

The limited amount, action or role differs; [fif &% does not establish understanding or
harmlessness.

0903.7 False.

The speaker downplays the price. Affordability depends on the listener’s budget.
0903.8 C. The four-minute wait exceeds the deadline

Four is greater than three. [l does not alter the stated duration.

0903.9 One possible response: & H 2T IEME .

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e PiFICIME. - Only two thousand yuan. The speaker downplays the amount; it
may still be expensive for the listener.

e The amount is not made smaller by the particle. Check a price against your budget
instead of treating “only” as evidence of affordability.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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B ¥ (a formal 38)

0904.1 {’en’: " ) 'zh’: ’ K’}

{’en’: > ¢ + Object + Verb Phrase = formal #!: ¥ )¢ F), zh: " 3§ + BiE
+ SR = B % L )

0904.2 B. {’en’: ’ ! (disposal marker)’, 'zh’: * 41 (Zb&EHriC)’}

ew’s 5 = written 3 5736 F = T E, A g = BRI KITEE =
% )

0904.3 True.

This instruction has the *(f + object + verb phrase structure. The future use in £
P21 differs.

0904.4 B. *F places the door before the action performed on it.

)¢ places the door before the action performed on it. This is the disposal use, similar
to 8. In £ DH451T, B instead marks a future event.

0904.5 False.

Here }f introduces |] as the object to be acted on. Compare the future use in £
FIET.

0904.6 1-A: ¥ )5 . = Introduces the object to be acted on; 2-C: {4547,
= Signals a future event; 3-B: [ J#{ > - . = Reports the door’s closing passively
Object marker, future event and passive report have different sentence structures.
0904.7 False.

It requests placement on the table; it does not report that placement has happened.
0904.8 C. Do not delete the old file

AN makes this a request not to delete the named old file. It does not ask to delete
all other files.

0904.9 One possible response: iFF]x .

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o &PE4T. — The meeting will be held. Here ¥ signals a future event, with no
introduced object between }f and Z547.

o [JHER ET . reports that the door was closed. #f gives a passive report; it is not
the instruction’s *f object marker.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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B Fresh-situation answers

R1. In the stated gratitude context, the reminder happened and lateness is the imag-
ined outcome without it. Z 5 R$EME, F AR F| describes the avoided lateness
directly.

R2. One possible response. Z5/RF, A, TR T W
MEL. The first credits help; [ £ limits the second speaker’s claimed contribution.
Neither proves that no other person helped.

Recall later. Later, identify the actual and imagined outcomes before paraphrasing
a counterfactual.
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