HSK 4 Grammar 15: "But” Statements

HSK 4 "but” statements with R&, {8] and %], taught from the reviewed topic
handout; classroom examples, not official exam items.
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Three flavours of "but”

R & concedes then overrides; {8 flags the pleasant surprise; £ marks the disap-
pointing twist from inside the sentence.
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- the concession frame

Concede, then override

ERZ AHITM, MITRREFXAM. (Jingudn hén dud rén piping ta, ta haishi
JlanChI zheme zud.) — Although many people criticise him, he still insists on doing it.
REBERBES, BEELAES. (Jingudn wd hén shéngqi, danshi méi fapiqgi.) —
Although | was furious, | didn't lose my temper.
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Watch the other RE&

HiE AR E () uses which RE?

“Although” — the concession starter

B “Go right ahead, feel free” — the invitation
“Still, anyway”

B “However” — the sentence twist
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{8): actually, the bright side

The “huh, actually..” twist

HARRRE S, BisREEAEE. (Ta ba shi hén niil, chéngji dao yé biicuo.) — He's
not very hard-working, but his grades actually aren’t bad.

HIEARMAENE, MhikSEEE. (Yingyl bl shi ta de miyl, ta shud de dao ting
didao.) — English isn't his native language, but he actually speaks it quite naturally.
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H: the twist that tucks in

The relationship Contrast inside the sentence — “yet, however”.
The position rule Before the verb, after the subject: f1£]l .. v/, never )t .. x.

Worked sentence i 2¥4R, & H AR, (Ta shi [3obin, qué méiydu rén
ting ta de.) — He's the boss, yet nobody listens to him.

The pairing It teams up with {E2: {HE .. £} .., and usually brings the
disappointing twist.

Decision

Unlike English “however”, %] can never lead the sentence.
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18] or £)? Read the feeling

Word Twist Position Feel

131 Pleasant surprise  After the subject “Huh,
actually..” —
the bright side

EAl| Disappointing Before the verb,  "Yet..” — the

inside let-down
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Check yourself

Which pair is right? (1) Which word cannot start a sentence? (2) Which word is the
bright-side twist?

A0, 1
= & AP
RE; #
B ), RE



