HSK 4 Grammar 14: Verb Phrases

HSK 4 verb-phrase patterns from joins to separable words, taught from the
reviewed topic handout; classroom examples, not official exam items.




HSK 4 Grammar 14: Verb Phrases

Eleven patterns, three big traps

Join actions with Jf, advise with 7> / %, assign with H, blame with 1§ —
and mind the two nevers and the separable words.
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3 and 3 H: the action joins

Verbs, never nouns

REEHZHEHRARE. (WS tongyi bing zhichi ni de juéding.) — | agree with and
support your decision.

KBHANTHABA, HETHEZTHE. (WS tongzht le sudydu rén, binggié héi

zhlnbei le céiliao.) — | told everyone, and moreover prepared the materials.



HSK 4 Grammar 14: Verb Phrases

2> | % + verb: advice order

The English instinct “Drink less water” — amount after the verb.

The Chinese order The amount-word leads: ZM&7K (shdo he shui), ZRZ{K (dud
cht fan).

Worked advice i/ s h. (Qing shdo fang didn yan.) — Use a bit less salt,
please.

The gentle scolding 3535, RESHEFEE. (Yéye, ni yao dud chuql zduzou.)
— Grandpa, go out for walks more.

Decision

Never 1§77k — the amount-word goes before the verb, every time.
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H and E15: assigning and blaming

B — the formal assigner FEE — the blamer

XHEHFK AR (Zhe jian shi you wd TFIE T A, EEHE LER
fuzé.) — I'm responsible for this matter. % . — Two coffees, which kept me from

. . sleeping.
It assigns the doer, in formal and PIng

business contexts. Always a note of complaint; the cause
comes first.
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The two nevers

Pattern Meaning Example

eI Never as a rule or habit WM EARIEH. (Ta
cbnglai bu hgjiu.) —
She never drinks.

M3k .. T Never in lifetime b M SEZ DL it b 3845 .
experience — She has never met
her mother.

Use the evidence

In speech both shorten: AAs / Mi%. And the i@ is not optional in the experience
version.
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{E158, and until with Z

Worth doing iX/MEXESEE. (Zhége xidngfa zhidé k3ollii.) — This idea is
worth considering.

Worth money is different {§f5 takes a verb; for price use {H — X ME—HIR
(zheége zhi yibai kuai).

Until, no object HA{(1EBE—EIE| %K. (Wdmen zai jitiba yizhi lido dao
banye.) — We chatted until midnight.

Until, with an object #thS{Et B &+ =53 . — She did homework until
12:30 — the verb repeats for the Z| half.

Decision

With an object, say the verb twice: once for the object, once for Z] + time.
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B &7 the taken object slot

Verbs that are secretly two words

FAIWE®E. (Wdmen jian guo mian.) — We've met before — the j& goes between
Il and m.

fFE T H—IE. (Ta bang le wd yige mang.) — He did me a favour — the
beneficiary goes between #§ and L.
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V & V FFL ... the creeping surprise

Before you knew it
EFEEE, FMBIEKT. (Z3u zhe z8u zhe, jit dao jia le.) — Walking along, before we
knew it we were home.

WinEiRE, #ET. (T3 shud zhe shud zhe, jit ki le.) — As she talked, she
suddenly started crying.
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Check yourself

Which pair is right? (1) “Drink less water” in the right order? (2) W S{EN B+ =
needs which extra word, and where?

Mg/ 7k; #l| before +— &
II\IJE_,zk repeat § — E{EL 5 Z|
@ /MBJK; add —H only

B F§/>7K; repeat B — E{ENLZI 2]



