HSK 4 Grammar 12: Verbs

HSK 4 verb patterns from causatives to the dummy 3g, taught from the reviewed
topic handout; classroom examples, not official exam items.
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Eight verb patterns in one lesson

Four causatives, an “it depends”, a hedge, an essay verb, a wrong-belief verb, a
two-hatted 1@3E, 3 H, and the dummy 3.
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The causatives: ik / WY / i& / (&

Causative Tone Example

{& Formal, “cause” {EIT B — made
the audience excited

ik Neutral, “make / let” iEAREEBH — makes
people moved

Ay Casual, “tell” AY {3k — tell him to
come

15 Polite, “ask / invite” BHMRZIR — invite him

to eat
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5% it depends on

Have to look at it first

XBERBIETE . (Zhe déikan ni de shijian.) — That depends on your schedule.

EAREBEBEEROE. (QU bu qu déikan wd de xinging.) — Whether I'll go depends
on my mood.
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WF{R: the soft hedge

The relationship It softens a statement to an impression — "“it seems, looks like,
as if".

With a subject IFREEE A . (Ta hdoxiang shi Yinggudrén.) — He seems
to be British.

Without a subject $HEE TR 7. (Hioxiang yao xiaytl le.) — It looks like it's
going to rain.

The boundary Softer than a flat statement — it signals you are not fully sure.

Decision

& = “much resembles” — a hedge, not a conclusion.
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#EF and 3EH: essence and origin

Z£F — where the essence lies SEE — where it comes from

BRINFEETF 125, (Chénggong zaiyi HkEHE. (WS laizi Zhonggud.) —

jianchi.) — Success lies in perseverance. I'm from China.

LMETLE, AETRE. — Agift HEXANMREREEF. — This idea

is about the thought, not the cost. of mine comes from everyday life.
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BLA and J@3d: wrong beliefs and means

The wrong-belief verb L Aftt2EE A . (WS yiwéi ta shi Dégudrén.) — |
thought he was German (he isn't).

The boundary For a belief you simply hold, use 555§ / 48 — LA claims you
were mistaken.

i#@iE as a verb FKi@iF TiXPEiRK. (WS tonggud le zhege kdoshi.) — | passed
this exam.

i&iE as a preposition F{ @ TMAIEBAIREI T . (WSmen tonggud ta de
péngyou zhdodao le ta.) — We found him through his friend.

Decision

LA carries a quiet “..but | was wrong”; 1@3jd carries exam or means, by context.



HSK 4 Grammar 12: Verbs

The dummy 3g

I'll get this one

SR, (WS 1&i ba.) — Let me do it.
{REB5F, 1R, (NY xié de hdo, ni 14i ba.) — You write nicely — you do it.
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Check yourself

Which pair is right? (1) I AMEEE A — was he German? (2) F3FME at a door
with heavy bags — does 3 mean “come”?

No; no
B Yes; no
No; yes
B Yes; yes



