HSK 4 Grammar 08: Particles

HSK 4 particle jobs for A5, I} and sentence-final 4, taught from the reviewed
topic handout; classroom examples, not official exam items.
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Three particles, three jobs

A8 can wrap a question that already holds a question word; doubled A builds a
dilemma; final By seals conviction.
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The frame: &li& + embedded question + A

One question, not two
{RENE i 2 RS ? (NV zhid3o ta shi shéi ma?) — Do you know who he is?

W5 33 it {EZEMRJLAS ? (T3 shudguo ta zhu zai ndr ma?) — Did she say where she
lives?
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Try it: asking about the exam

The situation You want to know whether a classmate knows the exam date.
Choose the frame A knowing verb plus an embedded question word plus ma.
Build it {REIE X2+ ABHEND ? (N zhidao kdoshi shi shénme shihou ma?)

Predict the answer shape “Yes” or “no" — FliE / ANFIE — possibly followed
by the date as a bonus.

Decision

The question asks whether they know, not when the exam is.



HSK 4 Grammar 08: Particles

The doubled IE: a no-win fork

A shrug at each branch

ZRER, K&, BEXEME, K#. (Dongtian qu ba, tai léng; xiatian qu ba, tai rd.)
— Go in winter and it's too cold; go in summer and it's too hot.

NiRE, o, RE, AS3%. (Bu shud ba, ta hui zudcud; shud ba, ta bu
gaoxing.) — If | don't tell him he'll get it wrong; if | do, he'll be upset.
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Try it: repair or replace

The dilemma A friend asks: repair the old bike, or buy a new one?
Branch one with its sting {18, K& . (Xit ba, tai gui.) — Repair it and it's
too expensive.

Branch two with its sting SLETRIIE, X&%k. (M3i xin de ba, you méi qian.)
— Buy new and there's no money.

Check the shape Two ba'd options, two drawbacks — a true fork.

Decision

Xiu ba, tai gui; mai Xin de ba, you méi gidn — the shrug at each branch.
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Final BY: certainty, not ownership

KASIRIRAT. (WS ba hui pian ni de.) — | would never lie to you.
{RIE IR . (Nimen hui chénggong de.) — You will succeed.
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Check yourself

Which pair is right? (1) What answer does {RENE {2 #EMD expect? (2) Is the B in
AL UBIREY possessive?

A name; yes
B Yes/no; no

A name; no
® Yes/no; yes



