HSK 4 Grammar 05: Conjunctions

HSK 4 conjunctions and the means-to-goal 3g, taught from the reviewed topic
handout; classroom examples, not official exam items.
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The join must match the relationship

Conjunctions join two ideas — and HSK 4 tests whether the join matches the
relationship.
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A the gentlest “but”

A small snag you cannot step over

XEREBEHRBER, PEESHT. (Zhe jian yifu wd hén xihuan, blgud ydudidn gui.)
— | really like this outfit, but it's a bit pricey.

KEWM, ATRMAZHIHK. (WS xihuan ta, késhi ta bu xthuan wd.) — | like him,
but he doesn't like me.
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M contrast in two set frames

Frame one "8 A TI& B — “not A but rather B".
Frame two 2 A MAE B — “A, not B".

A worked sentence FIBRIAAREIR, MEHKBZ. (Houhui de rén bd shi ni,
érshi wo ziji.) — The one who will regret it isn't you — it's me myself.

The study tip Master the two frames and most uses of Tfj click into place.

Decision

M links related clauses with a contrast — elegant, semi-written, common in speech
inside its frames.
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Try it: the nice hotel

Compliment a hotel, then add a small snag about distance. Which ending fits the
gentlest register?

N XFEEREFR, AEERILEZ.
B XFEEREFR, MEas/LT
|¥§
x

@ X
B X

BIERIFR, TRARILE.
BIERIFR, HIMERILE.
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J&2: storytelling “and so”

The relationship A cause and the action it triggered — “and so, thereupon™.
The tense Past narration: it pairs with T, and often with Hf.
The worked sentence FERRATH T, FREKNBUETEE. (Zudtian turan

xiayU le, yGshi wémen qlixiao le yécan.) — It suddenly rained yesterday, so we
cancelled the picnic.

The boundary For timeless cause and effect, use FTlA / Atk instead.

Decision

F & narrates completed events — not future plans.
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8, B, Bif: three ways to add

Word Job, register

7TH The casual afterthought — "oh, and
also...”, after a full stop

BAp A separate extra point, more formal;
the clause likes if / 2

Hin A clinching extra reason behind a

decision — “besides, anyway”
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Try it: turning down the invite

Give the first reason FAFXEZEX. (WS na tian yao kdoshi.) — | have an
exam that day.

Choose the clincher Fijjf — it backs the decision with one more reason.

Add it Bijt, BIBEEREABILT . (Zaishuo, nage dianying wo z3o jit kan
guo le.) — Besides, | saw that film ages ago.

Check the job each word did First reason, then clincher: a polite, complete
refusal.

Decision

£F would be an afterthought; HB4p a separate point; Fij seals the no.
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B /B .. 3k means to goal

The how, then the why

R FEZANRBFI APP &M, (Hén dud nidngingrén yong shéuji APP 13i didn
waimai.) — Lots of young people use phone apps to order takeaway.
FKANRLZE LSRR RIX N a) ., (WOmen yinggai xidng banfa 14i jigjué zhege
wenti.) — We should find a way to solve this problem.
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Choosing the right join

Join Relationship

ySus Light contrast, gentlest but

AZ /BB Plain contrast; {B2 pairs with Bk
T2 Consequence inside a past story
Brid / Ek Timeless cause and effect

TF / B/ BiR Afterthought; separate point;

clinching reason
A X¥kV Means to goal
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Check yourself

Which pair is right? (1) Can &%k and {82 both appear in one Chinese sentence? (2)
In FFEHIkSESMEE, S means what?

No; “come”
Bl Yes; “in order to
Yes; “come”
® No; “in order to"



