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Adjectives
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

4= + Noun (the whole / all of)

B One word that gathers the whole group
e The photo from your class trip arrives. Everyone is in it: £¥EFERFH, - the
whole class is in the photo. 4 gathers every member of the group into one word.

o Today you will say the whole about families, classes, companies and years —
and you will learn where 4> stops, because it does not mean “every”.

LYHERAE.
qudn ban dou zai zhdaopian i
Word guide: 43 — the whole class; & — all; ¥£ — be in/at; } F — photo; B — inside.

B Build the form
e The pattern is 4 + noun, usually followed by #B + verb: 43 + #§ + fEH
H. The #} marks that the verb covers the whole gathered group.

o More groups: 2% the whole family, £ the whole country, £4E the whole year,
48 the whole school. The noun after 4> names the container; 4= fills it.

EERMEEELA

quan nian women dou zai shixi

Word guide: 424F — the whole year; {7 — we; & — all; ¥£ — at; 5£3J — do internships.
B Read it in real situations

o EFHHKT . — the whole family came (the family we are talking about).

o XFNTEEFHEFE A . — this company hires all year round.

o LPEEREIT T3, — the whole class passed the exam. T to pass; Zif exam.
LPEREN TH R .

qudn ban dou tongguo le kdoshi
Word guide: 43 — the whole class; #f — all; 14 — pass; % — exam.

B 4 is not £, and not every

e 4 4+ noun gathers one bounded group: 4>% = the whole of this family. 4&
+ noun distributes over individuals: &> FEEALZ A — every family loves
taking photos (each one, separately). A bounded whole and a universal “every”
are different claims.

o The classic mistake: £ FHAEKIXIE)T . does not mean “all families like this
restaurant” — it says our/the family does. For a universal claim you want Fr4g or
A I REE -

o Near-correct check: 44F vs #f4F. HFEHAE T/E = working the whole year
through; F4E#K = comes every year. Pick the one that matches your meaning.

B Use it yourself

« Say it about your life: your family, your class, your city. %K .., AL .., &
X .. — one true sentence each, out loud or written down.

o Compare £FK 7T and £F#E T both can be grammatical. Adding # explic-
itly emphasises that every family member came; it is common in this pattern, but
not compulsory.

B New context, same decision

o A shop sign: 4372FE4r — the whole store at half price (3 here is the venue). A
weather report: £ T W — rain across the whole city. Same 4, new containers;
check each group is one bounded whole.

¢ Tomorrow, before you reopen this page: say “my whole family came” and “every
family” aloud. If the two come out identical, redo the contrast step — that difference
is the lesson.

o 4= + noun gathers one bounded group (&%, &¥f, 4 H); & commonly emphasises
that every member is included; it is not compulsory. For “every”, use & /Frf —
FEF T is about this family, not all families.

B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: One word that gathers the whole group. Decide what the
speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: £HIEENR H H.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e 4= 4+ noun gathers one bounded group: 4% = the whole of this family. 4§
+ noun distributes over individuals: & MFEEALZ M — every family loves
taking photos (each one, separately). A bounded whole and a universal “every”
are different claims.

o The classic mistake: 4 FHEFF X NE)T . does not mean “all families like this
restaurant” — it says our/the family does. For a universal claim you want ffff
or AN A RKE ..

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.




Adj + BT (extremely ...)

B Recognise an expressive complaint

o After a long walk, a friend exaggerates their tiredness.
o REIT. - The speaker means extremely tired in this conversational context.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Adj + F8 T (extremely ...). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RIBILT .
wo € st le
Word guide: & — I; % — hungry; 7t — to death.

B Read examples in context

SRPFET !

Jin tian ré si le

Word guide: 4rK — today; # — hot; E — to death.

« In the opening example, IEREIL T . : The speaker means extremely tired in this
conversational context.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e This use is hyperbole.

e JL can be literal in other contexts, so do not decide meaning from the characters
alone.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker means extremely tired in this conversational context.

o This use is hyperbole. %F can be literal in other contexts, so do not decide meaning
from the characters alone.

B Try it with help closed

After a long walk, a friend exaggerates their tiredness. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: FEIL T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This use is hyperbole.

e L can be literal in other contexts, so do not decide meaning from the characters
alone.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



Adverbs
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

FEA% (almost / about the same)

B Approximate rather than identify exactly

o Two boxes look similar in size, without a precise measurement.
o XPITNEARE, — The speaker judges the two as about the same.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ZA% (almost / about the same). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

NHZERZT .
shi jian chd bu duo le

Word guide: Bf[A] — time; Z2 A% — almost.

B Read examples in context

XN EARE

zhé lidng ge cha bu duo
Word guide: iX — these; J — two; 4~ — (measure word); ZZAZ — about the same.

o In the opening example, EXPHNEARL . : The speaker judges the two as about
the same.

e Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o £ZR% allows a small difference.
o It does not assert exact equality or supply a numerical tolerance.

B Use the distinction
o The speaker judges the two as about the same.

o A% allows a small difference. It does not assert exact equality or supply a
numerical tolerance.

B Try it with help closed

Two boxes look similar in size, without a precise measurement. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: X NZENE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 7% allows a small difference.

o It does not assert exact equality or supply a numerical tolerance.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

it seems / in one’s view
Bk ( /

B An inference can still be wrong

o Dark clouds lead you to expect rain.

o BRETWT . — A5 marks the rain prediction as an inference.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is F3F (it seems / in one’s view). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BERETWT .
kan ldi yao xia yu le

Word guide: FH¥ — it seems; & — going to; NFY — rain.

B Read examples in context

HERER, MR,

zai wo kan ldi ta shi dui de

Word guide: £ — in; & — my; FHF — view; fil — he; & — is; X} — right.

« In the opening example, ERXE TFM I - : &K marks the rain prediction as an
inference.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



B Know the boundary

e The speaker has a basis for the judgment.
o The wording itself does not guarantee that rain will occur.

B Use the distinction

o %% marks the rain prediction as an inference.

e The speaker has a basis for the judgment. The wording itself does not guarantee
that rain will occur.

B Try it with help closed

Dark clouds lead you to expect rain. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FHXZ RN T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o The speaker has a basis for the judgment.
o The wording itself does not guarantee that rain will occur.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

IEHF (just right / exactly)

B An exact amount need not be lucky

e The bill totals exactly one hundred yuan.
- —FIEF—FHR.
B Build the form

+ The pattern in this lesson is IE#F (just right / exactly). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

— JE4F states an exact match to the amount here.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PRRARIEST .
ni ldi de zhéng hdo

Word guide: R — you; 3k — come; 5 — (degree); 1IE4f — just right.

B Read examples in context

—IEHF—HR.

yi gong zheng hdo yi bdi kudi

Word guide: —3t — in total; 1IE#f — exactly; —TH — one hundred; Ht — yuan.

« In the opening example, —FEIEIF—HTH., : IE4f states an exact match to the
amount here.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e 1E¥F can also mean timely or coincidental.
o A precise total does not automatically describe good luck.

B Use the distinction
o IF%f states an exact match to the amount here.

o IEf can also mean timely or coincidental. A precise total does not automatically
describe good luck.

B Try it with help closed

The bill totals exactly one hundred yuan. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: —ILIFiF—FH kR,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 1F{f can also mean timely or coincidental.

o A precise total does not automatically describe good luck.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

H#F (have no choice but to)

B Accept the remaining option
o Tickets are sold out, leaving you to return home.
o WAHE, HIFMZK. — The speaker accepts returning home as the available fallback.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is H#f (have no choice but to). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

&;ﬁm; /\ﬁﬁ]%
méi you piao zhi hdo hui jia

Word guide: %4 — there’s no; Z£ — ticket; H#f — have to; 1] % — go home.



B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, WHE, HEFREIZ. : The speaker accepts returning home
as the available fallback.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o HF highlights a constrained choice.
o AER may also fit a necessity context; the meanings are not mutually exclusive.

B Use the distinction
¢ The speaker accepts returning home as the available fallback.

o HF highlights a constrained choice. A5 may also fit a necessity context; the
meanings are not mutually exclusive.

B Try it with help closed

Tickets are sold out, leaving you to return home. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: %A, Hif |5,
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o H{F highlights a constrained choice.

o AN5A may also fit a necessity context; the meanings are not mutually exclusive.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

X + A& / ¥ (emphatic negation)

B Push back on an assumption

e Someone treats you as incapable of deciding for yourself.

o BYAR/INF. — X reinforces the rejection of being treated as a child.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ¥ + A& / B (emphatic negation). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RICR /N
wo you bu shi xido hdi
Word guide: F, — I; X — (emphatic); &N — not; 4& — am; /pZ — child.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, I XA R /N, :
treated as a child.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

N reinforces the rejection of being

B Know the boundary
e This is the emphatic use of X.

e Other ¥ -negative combinations can describe repetition, so read the intended atti-
tude in context.

B Use the distinction
o M reinforces the rejection of being treated as a child.

e This is the emphatic use of X.. Other ¥ -negative combinations can describe rep-
etition, so read the intended attitude in context.

B Try it with help closed

Someone treats you as incapable of deciding for yourself. Close the examples. Say

a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: Y A2/ Z.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e This is the emphatic use of .

o Other X-negative combinations can describe repetition, so read the intended
attitude in context.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

A + Adj (emphatic)

B Emphasise a firm refusal

o Friends ask you to join an outing, and you refuse firmly.
o« W AZE. — °] adds emphasis to the negative decision.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is A] + Adj (emphatic). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.



SRUET!

Jin tian ké léng le

Word guide: 4>k — today; #] — really; % — cold.
B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, A AZE. : A adds emphasis to the negative decision.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o This use differs from H] as a short contrast connector.
o It does not add permission or ability to the sentence.

B Use the distinction
o H] adds emphasis to the negative decision.

o This use differs from 7] as a short contrast connector. It does not add permission
or ability to the sentence.

B Try it with help closed

Friends ask you to join an outing, and you refuse firmly. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: [ A%,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This use differs from 1] as a short contrast connector.

o It does not add permission or ability to the sentence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

JEE (so it turns out / all along)

B New information explains what you missed

e You find a friend in a room after looking elsewhere.
o JERMREEXIL. — The speaker has just realised where the friend is.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is A3 (so it turns out / all along). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FERAAEX L.

yudn ldi ni zai zher

Word guide: JR3¥ — so it turns out; fi — you; £F — are; iX JL, — here.

B Read examples in context

e In the opening example, JEFARTEX JL. : The speaker has just realised where the
friend is.

e Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o JFE can also describe an earlier state, as in J5 & fE{EiX H.
o Not every use is a sudden discovery.

B Use the distinction
o The speaker has just realised where the friend is.

o JF3¥ can also describe an earlier state, as in JEF/F{EX HE. Not every use is a
sudden discovery.

B Try it with help closed

You find a friend in a room after looking elsewhere. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: J53A/RTEX L.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o JFi3k can also describe an earlier state, as in JE AT FEX H.

o Not every use is a sudden discovery.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

5 (almost / nearly)

B An almost-event has not quite occurred

e You arrive just before the bell after a hurried journey.
o BWEFIRI]. — The speaker came close to being late but avoided it here.



B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Z (almost / nearly). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RERBI.
wo cha didn chi dao

Word guide: & — I; 224 — almost; IR %] — late.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, T EIBB]. : The speaker came close to being late but
avoided it here.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o 2%/ also works with desirable events, as in 2= g T .

o 22 57% is sensitive to the verb and context; learn the whole sentence rather than
cancelling negatives mechanically.

B Use the distinction

e The speaker came close to being late but avoided it here.

o Z 5 also works with desirable events, as in Z 55w . 2 7% is sensitive to
the verb and context; learn the whole sentence rather than cancelling negatives
mechanically.

B Try it with help closed

You arrive just before the bell after a hurried journey. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: 2= iR %,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Z15 also works with desirable events, as in 2= 5 1.

o 7574 is sensitive to the verb and context; learn the whole sentence rather than

NN

cancelling negatives mechanically.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

MR + A / & (never)

B A habit differs from an experience

¢ You describe your normal punctual behaviour.
o BMFEARIRI]. — The speaker claims never being late within the relevant period.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is A3 + A& / ¥ (never). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RARABE
wo cong lai bu chi ddao

Word guide: F& — I; M — never; A~ — not; iR%| — be late.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, M EAIRH|. :

within the relevant period.

The speaker claims never being late

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o MR Z3T instead denies an experience.

o M3E can also occur positively, as in M F AN, and need not describe an entire
lifetime literally.

B Use the distinction
o The speaker claims never being late within the relevant period.

o MKW FT instead denies an experience. M can also occur positively, as in M
Hhntt, and need not describe an entire lifetime literally.



B Try it with help closed

You describe your normal punctual behaviour. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: F&M & AIRF|.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o MR FE1T instead denies an experience.

o MK can also occur positively, as in M AT, and need not describe an entire
lifetime literally.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

ZEB (as a result / in the end)

B Report the outcome of an earlier action

¢ A student did not revise and then received a poor result.

o fWEY, HEREB/ME. — 45 introduces the outcome in the narrative.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is &5 (as a result / in the end). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fRE >, SERE/BRE.

ta méi fu i jié gud kdo de hén cha

Word guide: fih — he; 3% — didn’t; & >) — revise; 5% — as a result; % — exam; 5§ —
(degree); & — very; 2= — badly.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, M E Y, LEREEMRE, -

in the narrative.

ZE R introduces the outcome

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o %HH may also introduce a favourable or expected outcome.
o It does not by itself prove that the earlier event was the sole cause.

B Use the distinction

o ZER introduces the outcome in the narrative.

o ZEH may also introduce a favourable or expected outcome. It does not by itself
prove that the earlier event was the sole cause.

B Try it with help closed

A student did not revise and then received a poor result. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: %5 >, SR ZERE,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o ZEH may also introduce a favourable or expected outcome.

o It does not by itself prove that the earlier event was the sole cause.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

#% (enough / sufficient)

B Enough requires a purpose

e A room fits everyone invited to a meeting.
o XAMFIEME K. — The room is sufficiently large for the relevant need.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is # (enough / sufficient). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REBT .
shi jian gou le
Word guide: Bf[d] — time; % — enough.

B Read examples in context

XA BEB K.

zhé ge fang jian gou da
Word guide: iX — this; 4~ — (measure word); J7[a] — room; % — enough; K — big.
o In the opening example, XA B K. :

relevant need.

The room is sufficiently large for the

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



B Know the boundary

e The requirement comes from context.

o %K does not mean the room is the largest available or large enough for every
possible group.

B Use the distinction
e The room is sufficiently large for the relevant need.

o The requirement comes from context. %K does not mean the room is the largest
available or large enough for every possible group.

B Try it with help closed

A room fits everyone invited to a meeting. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: X4~ )FE1% K.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The requirement comes from context.

o %K does not mean the room is the largest available or large enough for every
possible group.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

HEZ (even / to the point that)

B Choose the striking extra case

e Someone is so busy that even meals are difficult to fit in.

o (BB, EEEBEIZR. — % makes the lack of mealtime a striking additional

point.

B Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is % (even / to the point that). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

R, EZREEZR.

ta hén mang shén zhi méi shi jian chi fan

Word guide: i — he; /& — very; {7 — busy; H & — even; % — don’t have; 5[] — time;
Wz — eat.

B Read examples in context
 In the opening example, BB, EZEEBHIEHK. : H FE makes the lack of
mealtime a striking additional point.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e The scale comes from the context.
o A striking example is not necessarily the mathematically greatest possible case.

B Use the distinction

o HZF makes the lack of mealtime a striking additional point.

¢ The scale comes from the context. A striking example is not necessarily the math-
ematically greatest possible case.

B Try it with help closed

Someone is so busy that even meals are difficult to fit in. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: iR, H 2 EBHEZI .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The scale comes from the context.

o A striking example is not necessarily the mathematically greatest possible case.
o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

& + Verb (had better)

B Settle on a preferred action

o After discussing options, a group decides leaving is better.
o BITEREME, — £2 recommends leaving after weighing the options.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is #J& + Verb (had better). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BATEREM.

wo men hai shi zou ba



Word guide: {7 — we; ifi52 — had better; 3£ — go.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, BATRREM . : if /& recommends leaving after weighing
the options.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e This is the recommendation use.
o ifAJE can also join alternatives in a question or describe something continuing.

B Use the distinction

o ifJE recommends leaving after weighing the options.

o This is the recommendation use. #f4& can also join alternatives in a question or
describe something continuing.

B Try it with help closed

After discussing options, a group decides leaving is better. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: FH{TifEENM.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This is the recommendation use.

o iAJ2 can also join alternatives in a question or describe something continuing.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

BF (had best / it’s best to)

B Advice takes its tone from context

e A friend recommends an early night before a busy day.
o REIFEEBE. — 5l presents sleeping early as the preferred course.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is F¥f (had best / it’s best to). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PREIT I i B
ni zut hdo zdo didn shui
Word guide: {f — you; fxff- — had best; H. /5 — earlier; il — sleep.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, #RE¢IFE & . :

preferred course.

% IF presents sleeping early as the

e Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Tone can make fg#f friendly advice or a warning.
o It does not always imply a threat or rank as stronger than every if/& suggestion.

B Use the distinction

o fxlf presents sleeping early as the preferred course.

o Tone can make fy{f friendly advice or a warning. It does not always imply a threat
or rank as stronger than every iA & suggestion.

B Try it with help closed

A friend recommends an early night before a busy day. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: & - i .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Tone can make fzl#f friendly advice or a warning.

o It does not always imply a threat or rank as stronger than every ifj& suggestion.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

ABA (have no choice but to)

B Explain the pressure behind necessity

o A last bus is departing, so you must leave now.
o BAB/AET . — The speaker presents leaving as compelled by the circumstances.



B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Af8A (have no choice but to). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RABAET .
wo bu dé bu zou le

Word guide: & — I; A5 A — have to; 3£ — leave.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, WABAFET .. The speaker presents leaving as compelled
by the circumstances.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o AR highlights necessity rather than a freely chosen preference.

o HF can overlap while foregrounding a fallback; neither word guarantees an objec-
tively unique option.

B Use the distinction
e The speaker presents leaving as compelled by the circumstances.

o AN15R highlights necessity rather than a freely chosen preference. H#f can over-
lap while foregrounding a fallback; neither word guarantees an objectively unique
option.

B Try it with help closed

A last bus is departing, so you must leave now. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FHAEAET .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o A5 highlights necessity rather than a freely chosen preference.

o H¥f can overlap while foregrounding a fallback; neither word guarantees an
objectively unique option.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

FJiE (on earth / after all)

B Ask for a settled answer

« Someone has repeatedly avoided saying whether they will attend.
o RBIEEARAKR? — F|JIK presses for a definite answer to the attendance question.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is BJJi§ (on earth / after all). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HEIREEARE?
ni ddo di xidng qu bu qu
Word guide: & — you; #|Ji§ — on earth; 8 — want; % — go; A~ — not; & — go.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, #RBIEEAZE? : F|Ji§ presses for a definite answer to the
attendance question.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e This can sound impatient or simply seek clarification.
o F|JiE also has a statement use meaning after all, so it is not restricted to questions.

B Use the distinction

o ZJiE presses for a definite answer to the attendance question.

o This can sound impatient or simply seek clarification. %I|Jig also has a statement
use meaning after all, so it is not restricted to questions.



B Try it with help closed

Someone has repeatedly avoided saying whether they will attend. Close the exam-
ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English
what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail
and try again.

One possible response: {R2|JKFAE?

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e This can sound impatient or simply seek clarification.

« Z|JiE also has a statement use meaning after all, so it is not restricted to questions.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

4¢% (exactly / on earth)

B Investigate exactly what happened

e A confusing event needs a clear explanation.
o XFREBR/ELANBZET? — 473% focuses attention on the precise explanation.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is 4{%, (exactly / on earth). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XREREBAMHE?
zhé jiu jing shi zén me hui shi

Word guide: X — this; 5% — exactly; & — is; /E4 — how; [B]ZF — matter.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, X E R E A BEE?: 573 focuses attention on the precise
explanation.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e %% and F|JIE overlap in questions, with register preferences.
¢ Shared meanings do not make every use of the two interchangeable.

B Use the distinction

» 3% focuses attention on the precise explanation.

o %¢% and F|JE overlap in questions, with register preferences. Shared meanings do
not make every use of the two interchangeable.

B Try it with help closed

A confusing event needs a clear explanation. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: X757 &2 /E 4 0|57

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e 5% and #|JiE overlap in questions, with register preferences.

¢ Shared meanings do not make every use of the two interchangeable.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

W + Verb (just did)

B Recent is relative to a reference point

o A friend asks when you arrived; it was only a moment ago.
o« FMB|. — K places arrival shortly before the relevant reference time.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is F] + Verb (just did). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

£ IE N
wo gang ddo
Word guide: F — I; K] — just; F| — arrive.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, FFIB, : K places arrival shortly before the relevant
reference time.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



B Know the boundary

e The interval depends on context.
e T is not compulsory, but W& T —4A<43 is natural; avoid a blanket ban on T .

B Use the distinction

« [ places arrival shortly before the relevant reference time.
T is not compulsory, but W|3E T —7A& 4 is

e The interval depends on context.
natural; avoid a blanket ban on T .

B Try it with help closed

A friend asks when you arrived; it was only a moment ago. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: F¢K|%|.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The interval depends on context.

e 1 is not compulsory, but W|3E T—74x45 is natural; avoid a blanket ban on 7 .
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

— 4+ MW + — + MW (one by one)

B Spread an action across individual units

o Students enter through a narrow door separately.

o ZHE—N—AHEE. — The students enter one by one.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is — + MW + — + MW (one by one). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FhE—A—EEK.
xué sheng yi gé yi gé jin ldi
Word guide: 24 — students; —-~ — one; —-> — one; #3 — come in.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, 2g—A—AHER ., : The students enter one by one.
o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o The repeated measure phrase shows distribution or progression.
o It does not specify the exact time between entries.

B Use the distinction

¢ The students enter one by one.

e The repeated measure phrase shows distribution or progression. It does not specify
the exact time between entries.

B Try it with help closed

Students enter through a narrow door separately. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: 24— P—At% .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The repeated measure phrase shows distribution or progression.

o It does not specify the exact time between entries.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Z3 (originally / at first)

B Recover the earlier plan

e You intended to go, but your plan later changed.
o BARMEE, FEREZE. — Ak introduces the original intention against the later

outcome.

B Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is &3 (originally / at first). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BAFREE.
wo bén ldi xidng qu
Word guide: & — I; A — originally; £ — want; % — go.



B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, IAFEE, FREE, : &k introduces the original
intention against the later outcome.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o ZX3K can also emphasise an inherent situation, as in Z< 1R faj B
o A later change is not required in every use.

B Use the distinction

o 73K introduces the original intention against the later outcome.

o 73K can also emphasise an inherent situation, as in AR A EL. A later change
is not required in every use.

B Try it with help closed

You intended to go, but your plan later changed. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FAEAH L, JFHRKE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o N3 can also emphasise an inherent situation, as in Z< 3 5AR faj B

o A later change is not required in every use.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

¥t (only / just — small quantity)

B Emphasise the limited amount

¢ Only one friend remains in a room.
o BRMb—/NAN. - il emphasises that the group is limited to this person.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is g} (only / just — small quantity). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

B—A~ A
jiu ta yi ge rén
Word guide: #f — only; ffi — him; — — one; 4~ A\ — person.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, Eifti—4~ Ao : Bl emphasises that the group is limited to
this person.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
i has several functions outside this quantity reading.
o The sentence identifies the small set rather than sequencing an action.

B Use the distinction

o it emphasises that the group is limited to this person.

3 has several functions outside this quantity reading. The sentence identifies the
small set rather than sequencing an action.

B Try it with help closed

Only one friend remains in a room. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: Fifii—/~ A

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

4t has several functions outside this quantity reading.

o The sentence identifies the small set rather than sequencing an action.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

T (be sure to / whatever you do)

B Give an emphatic reminder

e A departure time matters and you urge a friend to be punctual.

o THHERP|. — TJ7 strongly stresses the instruction not to be late.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is FJ (be sure to / whatever you do). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

T HRS!
ni qian wan bié chi dao
Word guide: {8 — you; FJ5 — be sure; %] — don’t; R | — be late.



B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, FIHHBERA|. : T J7 strongly stresses the instruction not
to be late.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
« It also appears in positive requests such as T B0 E.
e In this use it is an intensifier, not the literal number ten million.

B Use the distinction

o T Ji strongly stresses the instruction not to be late.

o It also appears in positive requests such as T /725 {}. In this use it is an

intensifier, not the literal number ten million.

B Try it with help closed

A departure time matters and you urge a friend to be punctual. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: T J75liR %,

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o It also appears in positive requests such as T 5 20 fE.

e In this use it is an intensifier, not the literal number ten million.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

R ('m afraid / probably)

B A concerned estimate is still an estimate

o Travel is taking longer than expected and the deadline is near.

o RUMHEAKT. — The speaker cautiously expects that there may not be enough
time.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ¥} (I’m afraid / probably). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BRRAKT -

kong pa ldi bu ji le
Word guide: ®4f] — I'm afraid; 34 & — not in time.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, TYARA KT o :

there may not be enough time.

The speaker cautiously expects that

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o RV often introduces an unwelcome estimate, but can also express a tentative
evaluation.

o It neither proves the result nor requires literal terror.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker cautiously expects that there may not be enough time.

o RV often introduces an unwelcome estimate, but can also express a tentative
evaluation. It neither proves the result nor requires literal terror.

B Try it with help closed

Travel is taking longer than expected and the deadline is near. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: Z¥AXA KL T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o RV often introduces an unwelcome estimate, but can also express a tentative
evaluation.

e It neither proves the result nor requires literal terror.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

ER (actually / unexpectedly)

B The unexpected outcome may be good

e A learner unexpectedly wins a competition.
e ERBRT . — =K presents the win as surprising to the speaker.



B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is B4R (actually / unexpectedly). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BEARAET .
ta jing rdn wang le
Word guide: i — he; R — actually; o — forget.

B Read examples in context
 In the opening example, fZERBR T - : =2k presents the win as surprising to the
speaker.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e Surprise can concern welcome or unwelcome events.
o JEZK often overlaps; neither word is restricted to bad news.

B Use the distinction

o SR presents the win as surprising to the speaker.

o Surprise can concern welcome or unwelcome events. JE#RX often overlaps; neither
word is restricted to bad news.

B Try it with help closed

A learner unexpectedly wins a competition. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: 3k T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Surprise can concern welcome or unwelcome events.

o JEIR often overlaps; neither word is restricted to bad news.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

YEiH (rhetorical: don’t tell me ...7)

B Read the implied answer from the question

e Someone doubts a claim and asks whether it is possible.

o MEEXREML? - The speaker challenges the claim’s plausibility.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is Y38 (rhetorical: don’t tell me ...7). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

EERETE?

ndan dao ni wang le ma
Word guide: ¥EiE — don’t tell me; fi — you; & — forget.

B Read examples in context

 In the opening example, YEE X R EKE? :
plausibility.

The speaker challenges the claim’s

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e The implied answer depends on the proposition and context.

o MEEARAAE LD often suggests that you do want to go, so the expected response
is not always no.

B Use the distinction

e The speaker challenges the claim’s plausibility.

o The implied answer depends on the proposition and context. X8 /R A AH 215
often suggests that you do want to go, so the expected response is not always no.

B Try it with help closed

Someone doubts a claim and asks whether it is possible. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: MiiH X2 B 10?7

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The implied answer depends on the proposition and context.

o MEBEARAAEZIY often suggests that you do want to go, so the expected response
is not always no.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.




% ... , B ... (first ..., then ...)

B A proposed sequence is not a completed history

¢ You suggest eating before watching a film.
o SEEiR, BEWE.  The proposed order is eating followed by the film.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 4 ... , & ... (first ..., then ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

KR, HEBRY.
xian chi fan zai kan didn ying

Word guide: 4 — first; Pzt — eat; F — then; & — watch; Hi 5% — movie.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, JglzAR , BB HE . : The proposed order is eating followed
by the film.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o T marks the subsequent step here.
o The sentence alone does not report that either action has already occurred.

B Use the distinction

e The proposed order is eating followed by the film.

e T marks the subsequent step here. The sentence alone does not report that either
action has already occurred.

B Try it with help closed

You suggest eating before watching a film. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: Jcizk, FHEHY .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o - marks the subsequent step here.

o The sentence alone does not report that either action has already occurred.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

W (also all of them)

B Find which group all refers to

e One group has arrived, and every member of a second group arrives too.

o fBAITHERSR T . — U adds the second group’s arrival, while #[ includes all members
of that group.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is t#B (also all of them). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REATRART .
ta men ye dou ldi le
Word guide: fb{] — they; th — also; & — all; 3¢ — come.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, ffTJHEHEBR T . : t adds the second group’s arrival, while
#B includes all members of that group.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o HHR is the ordinary order in this sentence.

o Other discourse structures can use # and i differently, so avoid a universal ban
on every HR sequence.

B Use the distinction

o tH adds the second group’s arrival, while #[5 includes all members of that group.

o AR is the ordinary order in this sentence. Other discourse structures can use #p
and 4, differently, so avoid a universal ban on every #BtH, sequence.



B Try it with help closed

One group has arrived, and every member of a second group arrives too. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: flifiJHEFK T .

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o 4] is the ordinary order in this sentence.

o Other discourse structures can use #p and 4 differently, so avoid a universal ban
on every #l, sequence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Adverbs with adjectives
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

# + Adj + B (quite / rather)

B A common ending is not compulsory

e You give a casual positive evaluation of a dish.
o XAEHEIFHZH . — I intensifies the pleasant taste in an everyday comment.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is # + Adj + KJ (quite / rather). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XANSREELFIZH) o
zhé ge cai ting hdo chi de
Word guide: iX — this; 4~ — (measure word); 3£ — dish; #& — quite; {FI7Z — tasty.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, IXAEHEIFHZHI . : #E intensifies the pleasant taste in an
everyday comment.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o [ is common in #E .. {J but can be omitted, as in FELF or #EH = E.
e The word does not guarantee a warm or positive evaluation in every context.

B Use the distinction

o i intensifies the pleasant taste in an everyday comment.

e [ is common in £ .. {¥ but can be omitted, as in JELF or #EFH = JE. The word
does not guarantee a warm or positive evaluation in every context.



B Try it with help closed

You give a casual positive evaluation of a dish. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: X SE3EHIZH] .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e [ is common in #E .. {YJ but can be omitted, as in FELF or 4 = E.

e The word does not guarantee a warm or positive evaluation in every context.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Auxiliary words
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Noun, Noun + fF4H (...and so on)

B Leave a casual list open

e You plan to buy fruit, snacks and similar items.
o ZEKE . BEMHAK. 41 leaves the list conversational and non-exhaustive.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Noun, Noun + ff 4R (...and so on). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

KE. BREALQH.

shut guo ling shi shén me de
Word guide: 7K 5% — fruit; & — snacks; fF4 /) — and so on.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, ZE/KE. BREHAH. : 41 leaves the list conver-

sational and non-exhaustive.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e The phrase does not ask what the items are.
e Use an explicit list if exact completeness matters.

B Use the distinction

o fF24 1 leaves the list conversational and non-exhaustive.

e The phrase does not ask what the items are. Use an explicit list if exact complete-
ness matters.



B Try it with help closed

You plan to buy fruit, snacks and similar items. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: K H ., EEHAN.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The phrase does not ask what the items are.

o Use an explicit list if exact completeness matters.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

. &/ EE (etc.)

B Examples need not exhaust a category

« A list gives apples and bananas as examples of fruit.

o SEHL. HHELKE. — % links the examples to the broader fruit category.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is ... Z¢ / 282§ (etc.). Locate it in the original interlinear
examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BR. FREKR.
ping guo xiang jiao déng shui guo

Word guide: SE5 — apple; #F#E — banana; 45 — ete.; 7K — fruit.

B Read examples in context

e In the opening example, SEFR . FRELIKE. : % links the examples to the broader
fruit category.

e Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e This list is not necessarily complete.

o ZE can also close an explicit enumerated set, so the surrounding wording determines
the scope.

B Use the distinction

o %% links the examples to the broader fruit category.

o This list is not necessarily complete. % can also close an explicit enumerated set,
so the surrounding wording determines the scope.

B Try it with help closed

A list gives apples and bananas as examples of fruit. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: 9., FHREZ KR,

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This list is not necessarily complete.

o %% can also close an explicit enumerated set, so the surrounding wording deter-
mines the scope.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



Conjunctions
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

At (a softer “but”)

B A qualification can change a purchase decision

e An item is good but costs more than you want.

o« KUUAGE, RdBEBEH. — Aid introduces the price qualification to the positive

assessment.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is A3t (a softer “but”). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

KU, AIARS.
dong zi b cuo b guo you didn gui
Word guide: VY — the thing; N4 — nice; A3 — but; 55 — a bit; 5t — expensive.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, KRR, AdH AR . : Aid introduces the price

qualification to the positive assessment.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o i is often conversational, but its force depends on the argument and tone.
o It is not always weaker than {HJZ in every situation.

B Use the distinction

o Aid introduces the price qualification to the positive assessment.

o i is often conversational, but its force depends on the argument and tone. It is
not always weaker than {HJ& in every situation.

B Try it with help closed

An item is good but costs more than you want. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: RPN, Aidf S5t

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o A3 is often conversational, but its force depends on the argument and tone.
o It is not always weaker than {HJZ in every situation.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

F R (thereupon / and so)

B An event leads to a reaction

« Rain starts and a group responds by returning home.

e« TWT, TRBMABAKRT. — T2 connects the rain to the subsequent response.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is FJ& (thereupon / and so). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

TWT, TREMNEZRT.
xid yu le yi sht wo men hut jia le
Word guide: N[y — rain; F4& — and so; 4] — we; [A]Z — go home.

B Read examples in context

 In the opening example, TR T, FRBMMBET . : TJ& connects the rain to

the subsequent response.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

« It often advances a narrative, while fffPA commonly expresses a conclusion.
o These functions overlap; FJ& is more than a purely chronological then.



B Use the distinction

o T connects the rain to the subsequent response.

o It often advances a narrative, while fifPA commonly expresses a conclusion. These
functions overlap; F-4& is more than a purely chronological then.

B Try it with help closed

Rain starts and a group responds by returning home. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: N1, TERNERT.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

It often advances a narrative, while fifPA commonly expresses a conclusion.

o These functions overlap; F-J& is more than a purely chronological then.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

#F (also / and / what’s more)

B Add an item without replacing the first

¢ You bought books and also pens.
e BETH, B®FE. £ adds pens to the previously named books.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is ¥4 (also / and / what’s more). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

%%T:ﬁj Eﬁ%n
wo mat le shu hdi you bt
Word guide: 3, — I; 3£ — buy; 4§ — books; i — also; % — pens.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, ETH, BE L. : £f adds pens to the previously
named books.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e 1A can also mean remaining or still in other frames.
o Here the added item does not cancel the earlier purchase.

B Use the distinction

o IAf adds pens to the previously named books.

e ih can also mean remaining or still in other frames. Here the added item does not
cancel the earlier purchase.

B Try it with help closed

You bought books and also pens. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: L T4, ifFE.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e i can also mean remaining or still in other frames.

e Here the added item does not cancel the earlier purchase.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

%4 (besides / in addition)

B Add a separate issue

o After discussing one matter, you raise one more.

o Bhh, BBEF—HFE. — 7 4b signals a distinet additional point.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 4 (besides / in addition). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

5, REF—HZE.

ling wai wo hdi you yi jian shi
Word guide: % 4) — besides; & —
word); ¥ — matter.

I; & — still; 5 — have; — — one; f} — (measure



B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, B4, BB —HFF. : 75} signals a distinct additional
point.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o 4/~ uses the word to identify another item instead.
e The connector does not automatically express opposition to the previous point.

B Use the distinction

e 34h signals a distinct additional point.

o Hb—A> uses the word to identify another item instead. The connector does not
automatically express opposition to the previous point.

B Try it with help closed

After discussing one matter, you raise one more. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: 4, F’ibH {3,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o FHh—~ uses the word to identify another item instead.

e The connector does not automatically express opposition to the previous point.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B (besides / what’s more)

B An extra reason differs from postponing speech

* You reject a purchase because it is expensive and you dislike it.

o KRBT, BRBIEAERK. — il adds a further reason supporting rejection.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is F{}, (besides / what’s more). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

KRBT, BRBERER.
tai gue le zai shuo wo ye bu xi huan
Word guide: K — too; 5t — expensive; Fiji, — besides; F& — I; 1, — also; A& — not; =

W — like.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, K& T, FHHREBEAERK. : Hii adds a further reason
supporting rejection.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o PUS T instead means discussing it later.
e The whole construction distinguishes the connector from the literal verb phrase.

B Use the distinction

o FUi adds a further reason supporting rejection.

o PUJG UG instead means discussing it later. The whole construction distinguishes
the connector from the literal verb phrase.

B Try it with help closed

You reject a purchase because it is expensive and you dislike it. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: K7, TR AER.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o PAJGHUL instead means discussing it later.

o The whole construction distinguishes the connector from the literal verb phrase.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

"/ / HE (two words for “but”)

B Wanting and availability can conflict

e You want to go but lack time.
o BAEE, HRAEBE. — {HZ connects the desire with an obstacle to fulfilling it.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is AJ&& / {HR (two words for “but”). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.



AL, ERBEHE.
wo xidng qu dan shi méi shi jian
Word guide: & — I; #H — want; % — go; {HJ2 — but; % — don’t have; H}[E] — time.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, 8%, (R E .
obstacle to fulfilling it.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

: {H2 connects the desire with an

B Know the boundary

o T/ also fits this ordinary contrast.
o Register preferences do not make one the only correct answer in every but-sentence.

B Use the distinction

o {HJZ connects the desire with an obstacle to fulfilling it.

o A2 also fits this ordinary contrast. Register preferences do not make one the only
correct answer in every but-sentence.

B Try it with help closed

You want to go but lack time. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,

then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.

Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FAH%E {HZEBHE] .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o T[4 also fits this ordinary contrast.

¢ Register preferences do not make one the only correct answer in every but-
sentence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

7l (whereas / and yet)

B Compare two preferences without asserting a quarrel

e One person prefers tea and another prefers coffee.

o fBERZL, MIREXKMIME. — 7 balances the contrasting preferences.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Jij (whereas / and yet). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BRI, THREIHE.

ta xv huan chd ér wo xi huan ka fei

Word guide: fth — he; Bk — like; 45 — tea; 1 — whereas; 3 — I; =t — like; MIME —
coffee.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, fBERIK, TIRERWIME, : 1M balances the contrasting
preferences.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The contrast is between preferences, not proof of an argument.

e M can also join an additional description rather than always opposing the first
clause.

B Use the distinction

« M balances the contrasting preferences.

o The contrast is between preferences, not proof of an argument. [fj can also join an
additional description rather than always opposing the first clause.

B Try it with help closed

One person prefers tea and another prefers coffee. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: fEWES, 1= WIIHE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The contrast is between preferences, not proof of an argument.

e M can also join an additional description rather than always opposing the first
clause.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



B / @ ... 3k ... (by means of ...)

B Connect the means to the intended use

e A phone serves as the tool for paying.
o BRMTEAFPRATER. — > connects the phone’s use with the payment action.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is I / 3L ... F ... (by means of ...). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

AT FHRASTER.
wo men yong shou ji ldi fu gidn

Word guide: FA] — we; f] — use; T4l — phone; & — to; {14k — pay.
B Read examples in context
e In the opening example, IATHFYIERAFER. : K connects the phone’s use with

the payment action.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o This 3 is not movement towards the speaker.

o Naming a method does not by itself report successful payment; intentions and
results differ.

B Use the distinction

o 3k connects the phone’s use with the payment action.

o This 3k is not movement towards the speaker. Naming a method does not by itself
report successful payment; intentions and results differ.

B Try it with help closed

A phone serves as the tool for paying. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: A7 FHLHAT4k.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o This 3 is not movement towards the speaker.

o Naming a method does not by itself report successful payment; intentions and
results differ.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.



Nouns
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Hr (among them / of which)

B A subset stays inside the earlier group

e Thirty students are mentioned, five of whom are boys.
o =AML, HPFHAANARBEBA. — The five boys belong to the group of thirty.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is JiH (among them / of which). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

=EAEE, BRPRMNRBA.

san shi ge zué sheng qi zhong wi ge shi ndn sheng

Word guide: = — thirty; 4~ — (measure word); 2% — students; H:A" — among them;
1. — five; I~ — (measure word); & — are; 4 — boys.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, =+ 24, HPRAREBA . : The five boys belong to
the group of thirty.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o H A needs a recoverable group, but it may start a new sentence referring to a
preceding sentence.

¢ Do not add the five again to make thirty-five.

B Use the distinction

o The five boys belong to the group of thirty.

o H A1 needs a recoverable group, but it may start a new sentence referring to a
preceding sentence. Do not add the five again to make thirty-five.

B Try it with help closed

Thirty students are mentioned, five of whom are boys. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: =24, Hp A EH A4,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o P needs a recoverable group, but it may start a new sentence referring to a
preceding sentence.

¢ Do not add the five again to make thirty-five.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



Numbers
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Fractions with 432

B Read the denominator before the numerator
e A recipe needs one third of a portion.

o =42 —. — The denominator is three and the numerator is one.

B Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is Fractions with 4}22. Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

=87 —,
san fen zhi yi
Word guide: = — three; 4322 — (of); — — one.

B Read examples in context

BAZE+.

bai fen zhi wi shi

Word guide: 7 — hundred; 4322 — (of); T+ — fifty.

« In the opening example, =4»2Z—, : The denominator is three and the numerator
is one.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Chinese gives the whole-number partition first.
o =432 — is not three wholes, and 742 Fi. 1 means fifty percent.

B Use the distinction
¢ The denominator is three and the numerator is one.

o Chinese gives the whole-number partition first. =432 — is not three wholes, and
B2 i+ means fifty percent.

B Try it with help closed

A recipe needs one third of a portion. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: =42 —.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Chinese gives the whole-number partition first.

e =4y — is not three wholes, and T14}2Z Fi. -} means fifty percent.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.



Particles
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Statement + M (yes/no confirmation)

B Ask without deciding the answer beforehand

e You ask a friend whether they are full after lunch.
o RIZHETIL? — Y turns the statement about being full into a yes/no question.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Statement + M (yes/no confirmation). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PRI TG ?

ni chi bao le ma
Word guide: {8 — you; Wzl — full.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, JREZM T E? :
into a yes/no question.

N turns the statement about being full

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The question need not imply a particular expected answer.
« A direct alternative question such as MgZ5if 2 MMk uses a different form.

B Use the distinction
o M turns the statement about being full into a yes/no question.

e The question need not imply a particular expected answer. A direct alternative
question such as BESIRZMIME uses a different form.

B Try it with help closed

You ask a friend whether they are full after lunch. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: {RIZ{H T HE?

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The question need not imply a particular expected answer.

« A direct alternative question such as MZ5if 2 MMk uses a different form.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

S,

B Neither option is straightforward

. I, ... (weighing options)

o Going costs time, while declining feels awkward.

o EIE, BmHE; AEE, AFEE. — The speaker weighs drawbacks on both sides
of the choice.
B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is ... i, .. ; ..
it in the original interlinear examples below.

g, .. (weighing options). Locate

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RIE, B .
qu ba méi shi jian

Word guide: % — go; ¥ — no; Hf[f] — time.

B Read examples in context

 In the opening example, 08, ¥WHE; AEIE, RAEFEE . : The speaker weighs

drawbacks on both sides of the choice.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Each ! floats an option here.
o This is different from an ordinary command or the suggestion 7.



B Use the distinction

e The speaker weighs drawbacks on both sides of the choice.
o Each T floats an option here. This is different from an ordinary command or the
suggestion FENME.

B Try it with help closed

Going costs time, while declining feels awkward. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: M1, %HfE]; AEIE, ANFEE,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Each ! floats an option here.

o This is different from an ordinary command or the suggestion .

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Sentence-final fJ (modal: certainty)

B Reassurance expresses confidence, not proof

e You reassure a worried friend about an improving situation.

o BHH.L, &FH). — Final 1Y adds a confident, reassuring tone.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Sentence-final f{J (modal: certainty). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BHELD, KEH.
bié dan zin hui hdo de
Word guide: %I — don’t; $H.[» — worry; & — will; #f — fine.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, HIFHL>, &FFH). : Final 1 adds a confident, reassuring
tone.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The speaker can still be mistaken.
» This [ is not the possessive modifier in F 4.

B Use the distinction

o Final % adds a confident, reassuring tone.

o The speaker can still be mistaken. This FJ is not the possessive modifier in F[¥)
+.

B Try it with help closed

You reassure a worried friend about an improving situation. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: H|#H.0, S,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The speaker can still be mistaken.

o This [ is not the possessive modifier in F 4.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



Prepositions
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

B (as / along with)

B Two changes can track together without proving causation

e A report describes improvements alongside economic development.

- ELFNER, EBEEHRT.

background to the improvement.

~ [ % frames development as the changing

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is f§# (as / along with). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

EEATTHER, EHERT .

sui zhe jing ji de fa zhdn sheng hud geng hdo le

Word guide: ffiZg — as; 3% — economy; & Ji& — development; 43 — life; T8 — more;
¥ — good.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, PEE R ER, LFEEIF T . : Bl frames development

as the changing background to the improvement.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The sentence asserts a relationship in time or development.
e The grammar alone does not prove that development was the only cause.

B Use the distinction
o [fiZ5 frames development as the changing background to the improvement.

o The sentence asserts a relationship in time or development. The grammar alone
does not prove that development was the only cause.

B Try it with help closed

A report describes improvements alongside economic development. Close the exam-
ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English
what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail
and try again.

One possible response: JiHEZLFHIARE, EIEEI T,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The sentence asserts a relationship in time or development.

e The grammar alone does not prove that development was the only cause.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

¥t ... Ik (in terms of / regarding)

B An abstract domain differs from a physical surface

« A person works conscientiously.

o ET/EL, MMBIAE. - £ .. I limits the evaluation to the domain of work.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ZE ... k. (in terms of / regarding). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

ETLHEL, RAE.
zdi gong zuo shang ta hen ren zhen

Word guide: ¥£ — in; TAE — work; [ — (aspect); fii — he; fR — very; JAE — serious.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, TETAE L, MHBIAE. : 1F .. I limits the evaluation to

the domain of work.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o JEE T I instead describes a physical position.
e The work evaluation does not necessarily apply to every area of the person’s life.



B Use the distinction

e fE .. I limits the evaluation to the domain of work.

o TE5 I instead describes a physical position. The work evaluation does not
necessarily apply to every area of the person’s life.

B Try it with help closed

A person works conscientiously. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: £ T/E ., fRIAE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o fFH.T I instead describes a physical position.

e The work evaluation does not necessarily apply to every area of the person’s life.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Sentence patterns — existence & emphasis
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

H + A / % (emphatic denial)

B Deny an assumed difficulty

o Someone says a task must be difficult; you disagree.

o XFHAME., — I strengthens the rejection of the assumed difficulty.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 3 + A / ¥ (emphatic denial). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XH A

zhé bing bu ndn

Word guide: X — this; 3 — actually; A~ — not; ¥ — hard.
B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, XFEAME, : F strengthens the rejection of the assumed
difficulty.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o This negative use differs from Ff as a connector meaning and.
¢ The emphatic wording is still the speaker’s assessment, not objective proof.

B Use the distinction
« Jf strengthens the rejection of the assumed difficulty.

o This negative use differs from Jf as a connector meaning and. The emphatic
wording is still the speaker’s assessment, not objective proof.



B Try it with help closed

Someone says a task must be difficult; you disagree. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: XA

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

This negative use differs from Ff as a connector meaning and.

The emphatic wording is still the speaker’s assessment, not objective proof.
I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Sentence patterns — comparison
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

PA A & B (take A as B)

B Give an example a specific role

¢ A teacher chooses one case to illustrate a method.
o AXAMEECABI. — The question is selected as the example.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is PA A 2§ B (take A as B). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RAIAEEANE.

wo men yi zhi liang wéi zhu

Word guide: {7 — we; DA — take; Jfidg — quality; Ay — as; 3= — priority.
B Read examples in context

o Inthe opening example, PAXAMEI BB .. The question is selected as the example.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o A is read wéi in this frame.

e A chosen example need not represent every possible case or prove a general con-
clusion alone.

B Use the distinction

¢ The question is selected as the example.

o °fy is read wéi in this frame. A chosen example need not represent every possible
case or prove a general conclusion alone.



B Try it with help closed

A teacher chooses one case to illustrate a method. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: PAXA a8 .

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e # is read wéi in this frame.

e A chosen example need not represent every possible case or prove a general
conclusion alone.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verbs
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

ik / W /& / f (causative)

B Follow who experiences the resulting state

¢ A kind action makes you feel moved.

o XHHEMHEHRMBSI. — The action causes the speaker’s feeling of being moved.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is ik / W / 3§ / f# (causative). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XA FERMES) .

zhé jian shi shi wo hén gan dong

Word guide: iX — this; {4 — (measure word); Z — matter; fifi — make; F — me; 1R -
very; J&zf] — moved.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, XA-FEFHRMIRZ. : The action causes the speaker’s
feeling of being moved.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o fii is formal and ik often works in ordinary speech.

o i asks and il: can permit, so all four causative-looking verbs are not freely inter-
changeable.

B Use the distinction

e The action causes the speaker’s feeling of being moved.

o i is formal and il often works in ordinary speech. i asks and il can permit, so
all four causative-looking verbs are not freely interchangeable.



B Try it with help closed

A kind action makes you feel moved. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: X{Z3fi AR 73] .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o fii is formal and ik often works in ordinary speech.

o i asks and il can permit, so all four causative-looking verbs are not freely
interchangeable.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

BE / BF (it depends on)

B An unresolved decision depends on a factor

¢ An outdoor plan has not been settled because of the weather.
o XEFERS., — The decision depends on what the weather is like.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is BF / f8F (it depends on). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XEFIRIIPIE .
zhé yao kan ni de jué ding

Word guide: jX — this; % — depends on; ff — you; #5€ — decision.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, IXBEF KK, : The decision depends on what the weather
is like.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o % has the dependency sense here.

¢ The sentence does not tell you what the weather will be or what choice will follow
each possibility.

B Use the distinction

e The decision depends on what the weather is like.

o % has the dependency sense here. The sentence does not tell you what the weather
will be or what choice will follow each possibility.

B Try it with help closed

An outdoor plan has not been settled because of the weather. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: XZFH K.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e & has the dependency sense here.

o The sentence does not tell you what the weather will be or what choice will follow
each possibility.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

¥ (it seems / as if)

B An impression leaves room for error

¢ A person behaves as though they do not know the answer.
o fUIFRAHRE. — The speaker has the impression that the person does not know.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ¥ (it seems / as if). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RBSFARAN I

ta hdo xiang bu zhi dao

Word guide: fih — he; {18 — seems; A — not; HliE — know.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, fBIEAHIE . : The speaker has the impression that the

person does not know.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



B Know the boundary

o % can also describe resemblance.
o In this inference use, the actual knowledge remains unconfirmed.

B Use the distinction

e The speaker has the impression that the person does not know.

o % can also describe resemblance. In this inference use, the actual knowledge
remains unconfirmed.

B Try it with help closed

A person behaves as though they do not know the answer. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: fhiF{5 ANHIE .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o % can also describe resemblance.

o In this inference use, the actual knowledge remains unconfirmed.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

FeTF (lies in / consists in)

B Jdentify the issue rather than a location

e A group explains that limited time is the central problem.

o HEETHEAE. — {FT links the problem to insufficient time.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is #EF (lies in / consists in). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RBETHN.
guan jian zai yu ni [

Word guide: 4 — the key; ZET — lies in; %% J7 — effort.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, [FEEETHEAHE .. {ET links the problem to insufficient
time.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o This is an abstract explanatory relationship.
o The speaker’s analysis may need evidence; it is not a physical location statement.

B Use the distinction

o 7ET links the problem to insufficient time.

o This is an abstract explanatory relationship. The speaker’s analysis may need
evidence; it is not a physical location statement.

B Try it with help closed

A group explains that limited time is the central problem. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: [F57ET B[] A0 .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e This is an abstract explanatory relationship.

o The speaker’s analysis may need evidence; it is not a physical location statement.
o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

PAK (mistakenly think)

B An assumption may be corrected

¢ You thought a friend had left, but now see them in the room.
o BUHIRET . — The earlier assumption conflicts with what you now observe.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is PAZ§ (mistakenly think). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BUNRET -

wo yi wéi ni zou le



Word guide: & — I; PASH — thought; /R — you; 3£ — leave.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, PANKRET »

what you now observe.

: The earlier assumption conflicts with

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o PAA commonly implies a mistaken assumption in this context.
« It is not a logical guarantee that every belief introduced by DA is false.

B Use the distinction

¢ The earlier assumption conflicts with what you now observe.

o PA°A commonly implies a mistaken assumption in this context. It is not a logical
guarantee that every belief introduced by PA4 is false.

B Try it with help closed

You thought a friend had left, but now see them in the room. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: FPUHARE T »

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e P commonly implies a mistaken assumption in this context.

« It is not a logical guarantee that every belief introduced by PAA is false.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

B (through / by means of)

B A method needs someone using it

e Study helped you improve.
o BEEY, BIH#AET . — %> names the means by which the speaker improved.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is j@id (through / by means of). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

¥, RELT .
tong gquo xué xi wo jin bu le
Word guide: j## — through; 2%>] — study; F — I; ##F — improve.

B Read examples in context
e In the opening example, BT, BHPE T . : 2% names the means by which
the speaker improved.

e Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o F£ remains the subject of #.

o A jii i phrase names a means or channel, not automatically the person doing every
following action.

B Use the distinction

o #2>] names the means by which the speaker improved.

o Fk remains the subject of #£4. A i phrase names a means or channel, not
automatically the person doing every following action.

B Try it with help closed

Study helped you improve. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: JJid2¢>), FiHHE T,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Fk remains the subject of #4.

o A jHi) phrase names a means or channel, not automatically the person doing
every following action.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

¥ E (come from)

B Origins extend beyond places

¢ Information comes from a particular report.

o XAMERRE—BRE. — £ H names the report as the information’s source.



B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is 8 H (come from). Locate it in the original interlinear
examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XA R HARIERK.

zhé wie zué sheng ldi zi bu tong guo jia

Word guide: iX4% — these; 24 — students; 3¢ H — come from; A[d] — different; [E 5
— countries.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, IXATHERX B —#t45. : 2K H names the report as the
information’s source.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The source can be a place, person or document.
o 3k H does not prove that the source is accurate or trustworthy.

B Use the distinction

o 3¢ H names the report as the information’s source.

o The source can be a place, person or document. 3 H does not prove that the
source is accurate or trustworthy.

B Try it with help closed

Information comes from a particular report. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: iX/MH B % H—1hH 8.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The source can be a place, person or document.

e 3k H does not prove that the source is accurate or trustworthy.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

¥ as a dummy verb (I’ll do it)

B Recover the action behind an offer

o A difficult task needs a volunteer and you offer to do it.
o BIEIME, - >k stands for undertaking the shared task in this context.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 3 as a dummy verb (I’ll do it). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FORIE .

wo ldi ba

Word guide: & — I; & — (do it).
B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, TFEM, : K stands for undertaking the shared task in
this context.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e In another context F can mean coming to a place.
o The surrounding activity determines the omitted action.

B Use the distinction

o 3F stands for undertaking the shared task in this context.

o In another context 3% can mean coming to a place. The surrounding activity
determines the omitted action.



B Try it with help closed

A difficult task needs a volunteer and you offer to do it. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: FEIH,

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

In another context F& ¥ can mean coming to a place.

The surrounding activity determines the omitted action.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Auxiliary verbs
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

AH (don’t need to)

B No need differs from a ban
e A friend worries unnecessarily and you reassure them.
o AL, — The speaker says worrying is unnecessary.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is N} (don’t need to). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

A RHL

ni b yong dan xin

Word guide: ff — you; A — don’t need to; $H.0» — worry.
B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, #RAFI$HL>. : The speaker says worrying is unnecessary.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o ANFHH.L would be a prohibition, while AN removes a need.
e AH can also have a literal not-use meaning in a different frame.

B Use the distinction
o The speaker says worrying is unnecessary.

o ANFFH.L would be a prohibition, while A ] removes a need. A ff] can also have
a literal not-use meaning in a different frame.



B Try it with help closed

A friend worries unnecessarily and you reassure them. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: {RA fHH.0 .

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o AiFFH.L would be a prohibition, while /] removes a need.

e A can also have a literal not-use meaning in a different frame.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

8 (d&i) (must / have to)

B The same character has different pronunciations
e You need to leave in time for an appointment.
o BEFET. — 1 is read ddi and expresses necessity here.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is 8 (déi) (must / have to). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PARET .
wo déi zou le
Word guide: & — I; 15 — must; & — go.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, EFET »

e Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

: 15 is read dé&i and expresses necessity here.

B Know the boundary

¢ The unstressed de follows a verb in a complement, while dé occurs in obtaining or
gaining.

o Position and meaning determine the reading.

B Use the distinction

o 15 is read déi and expresses necessity here.

e The unstressed de follows a verb in a complement, while dé occurs in obtaining or
gaining. Position and meaning determine the reading.

B Try it with help closed

You need to leave in time for an appointment. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FEET .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The unstressed de follows a verb in a complement, while dé occurs in obtaining
or gaining.

o Position and meaning determine the reading.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.




Verb phrases
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

# / #H (combining verbs: and)

B Join related actions

e A group discusses a proposal and reaches a decision.

o RFWWHBET . — I joins the discussing and deciding actions.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is 3 / F H (combining verbs: and). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

KEFBHRET .
da jia tao lun bing jué ding le
Word guide: KZ — everyone; 1+1i8 — discuss; 3 — and; @eiE — decide.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, RETEHHBE T . : I joins the discussing and deciding
actions.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e # normally joins simple nouns, while 3f or Ff H. often joins actions and clauses.
o FA uses H differently to strengthen a negative.

B Use the distinction
o Jf joins the discussing and deciding actions.

o fil normally joins simple nouns, while Ff or Ff H. often joins actions and clauses.
H-A uses If differently to strengthen a negative.

B Try it with help closed

A group discusses a proposal and reaches a decision. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: KZEIHEHRLET .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o fil normally joins simple nouns, while 7 or 3f H. often joins actions and clauses.
o JfA uses - differently to strengthen a negative.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

/B> + Verb (do less)

B Reduce an action rather than eliminate it

e A conversation is disrupting work, so you ask for less talking.
o PEFE. — The request is to reduce talking.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 2 + Verb (do less). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

ZDNE R o

shdo chi didn you ni de

Word guide: /> — less; 17, — eat; f5 — a bit; JHifil — greasy.
B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, Z2PiFE. : The request is to reduce talking.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o /b may refer to frequency, duration or amount depending on the action.
o It does not necessarily mean complete silence.



B Use the distinction

e The request is to reduce talking.
e /b may refer to frequency, duration or amount depending on the action. It does
not necessarily mean complete silence.

B Try it with help closed

A conversation is disrupting work, so you ask for less talking. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: D Jiif.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o /b may refer to frequency, duration or amount depending on the action.

o It does not necessarily mean complete silence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

£ + Verb (do more)

B Increase practice without naming an amount

o A teacher asks a learner to practise more.
o B3, — £ calls for a greater amount of practice.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is £ + Verb (do more). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

ZIEK.

duo he shui
Word guide: £ — more; Mg — drink; 7K — water.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, % ., : £ calls for a greater amount of practice.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The comparison is against the current or expected amount.
o It does not prescribe an exact number or unlimited practice.

B Use the distinction

e % calls for a greater amount of practice.

e The comparison is against the current or expected amount. It does not prescribe
an exact number or unlimited practice.

B Try it with help closed

A teacher asks a learner to practise more. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: £%:>],

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The comparison is against the current or expected amount.

o It does not prescribe an exact number or unlimited practice.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

H + Person + Verb (done by)

B Assign responsibility without claiming completion

o A plan assigns you responsibility for a task.
o XMBEHBMI. — 1 names the speaker as responsible for the task.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is f§ + Person + Verb (done by). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XHEHRAT

zhé jian shi you wo fu zé

Word guide: X — this; £ — (measure word); 2 — matter; i — by; F& — me; {175 — be
in charge.



B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, XHFEHIFMAFK. : H names the speaker as responsible
for the task.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The assignment does not report that the task is finished.
o 1 also has source-related uses, so learn this responsibility frame in context.

B Use the distinction

« 1 names the speaker as responsible for the task.

o The assignment does not report that the task is finished. Hf also has source-related
uses, so learn this responsibility frame in context.

B Try it with help closed

A plan assigns you responsibility for a task. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: X{5 777

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The assignment does not report that the task is finished.

« 1 also has source-related uses, so learn this responsibility frame in context.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

# H. (moreover / and also)
B Add a quality that supports the point

¢ You describe someone as intelligent and hard-working.

o fBENBH, FHHMBHEH. — H H adds the second quality to the first.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is 3 H (moreover / and also). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fuBEE, HEBE .
ta cong ming bing qié hen nu [
Word guide: i — he; JHEHH — smart; 7 H. — moreover; & — very; % J; — hard-working.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, {EEBH, FHHMBEE . : 7 H adds the second quality to
the first.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The two points are added rather than presented as a concession here.
o Addition does not always mean both qualities are positive or that the second is
stronger.

B Use the distinction

o Jf H. adds the second quality to the first.

e The two points are added rather than presented as a concession here. Addition
does not always mean both qualities are positive or that the second is stronger.

B Try it with help closed

You describe someone as intelligent and hard-working. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: fthEEHA, 7 HAR% /.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The two points are added rather than presented as a concession here.

o Addition does not always mean both qualities are positive or that the second is
stronger.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

MR + A / & (never)

B Deny a past experience

« You have never visited the place being discussed.

o MR ETE. — The sentence denies a visit within the relevant past.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is M\F + A / B (never). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.



RAFKBETE .

wo cong ldi méi qu quo

Word guide: & — I; MK — never; 3% — haven’t; 25t — been.

B Read examples in context

 In the opening example, MK EZE1T. : The sentence denies a visit within the
relevant past.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o MFAZ instead describes a habitual policy or behaviour.

o Affirmative M AN is also possible, so negatives are common rather than com-
pulsory everywhere.

B Use the distinction

e The sentence denies a visit within the relevant past.

o M AZ instead describes a habitual policy or behaviour. Affirmative M 3t

is also possible, so negatives are common rather than compulsory everywhere.

B Try it with help closed

You have never visited the place being discussed. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: M k% %1,
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o MFAF: instead describes a habitual policy or behaviour.

o Affirmative M ¥ ANt is also possible, so negatives are common rather than
compulsory everywhere.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

{Ef8 + Verb (worth doing)

B Evaluate an action before doing it

¢ A friend recommends a place for a visit.

. ﬁ/l\ﬂl?f{ﬁﬁ—‘%n — The speaker judges visiting it worthwhile.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is {H% + Verb (worth doing). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XA ER—%.

zhé ge di fang zhi dé yi qu

Word guide: iX — this; 4~ — (measure word); Hi /7 — place; {Hf$ — worth; — — once;
% — go.

B Read examples in context

 In the opening example, XAMFHEHE—*. :

worthwhile.

The speaker judges visiting it

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o —Z gives a compact action phrase here.
o Worthwhile is an evaluation, not evidence that the visit already occurred.

B Use the distinction

e The speaker judges visiting it worthwhile.

o —7% gives a compact action phrase here. Worthwhile is an evaluation, not evidence
that the visit already occurred.

B Try it with help closed

A friend recommends a place for a visit. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: XM {EHAA—Z.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o — gives a compact action phrase here.

o Worthwhile is an evaluation, not evidence that the visit already occurred.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.




Verb + 3] + Time / Event (until)

B An endpoint differs from an elapsed duration

¢ You describe working up to a late time.
o BAMTIEBIMME. — F| introduces the endpoint reached by the work.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Verb + 3] + Time / Event (until). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.
¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.
BATTAEBIRIR .

wo men gong zuo dao hén wdn

Word guide: FA] — we; TAE — work; F| — until; & — very; it — late.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, AT LAEBIMBM . : F| introduces the endpoint reached
by the work.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o THET =1/H} instead measures duration.
e An endpoint does not necessarily imply that no work resumed after a break.

B Use the distinction
o 3| introduces the endpoint reached by the work.

o THET =4/ instead measures duration. An endpoint does not necessarily
imply that no work resumed after a break.

B Try it with help closed

You describe working up to a late time. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: F{] T/EZ|RH .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o TAET =4/ instead measures duration.

¢ An endpoint does not necessarily imply that no work resumed after a break.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

=218 (cause sb to suffer)

B Blame need not imply intention

o Noise prevented you from sleeping well.
o WHEBBREETF. — 15 presents the noise as causing an unwelcome result.

B Build the form

« The pattern in this lesson is #48& (cause sb to suffer). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WA SR AT -

chdo ndo hai de wo méi shui hdo

Word guide: PHi] — the noise; F4 — made; F& — me; % — not; BELF — sleep well.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, Wr‘EBR BRI, : =15 presents the noise as causing
an unwelcome result.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o This normally assigns a negative effect, but playful exaggerations such as 53k
BEASNEE can be affectionate.
e The cause need not have intended harm.

B Use the distinction
o ZEf5 presents the noise as causing an unwelcome result.

o This normally assigns a negative effect, but playful exaggerations such as FEf5F&
SEASNEE can be affectionate. The cause need not have intended harm.



B Try it with help closed

Noise prevented you from sleeping well. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin re-
sponse, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern
adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: Wh|ii] 2153 5 HE -

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This normally assigns a negative effect, but playful exaggerations such as Z=f5-
FREAN A5 can be affectionate.

e The cause need not have intended harm.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Separable verbs (B&7])
B Open the separable verb

o« Two friends met once.

o BAIWT —M. — T and — appear between the two parts of .

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is Separable verbs (B§&1d). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BART—MHE.

wo men jian le yi mian

Word guide: A1 — we; |, — meet; — — one; [ — (time).

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, AT T —MH. : T and — appear between the two parts
of L.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Learn the established separable combinations individually.

« Not every two-character verb can be split, and #{-Fk is not the ordinary way to
say help me.

B Use the distinction

e 1 and — appear between the two parts of L.

o Learn the established separable combinations individually. Not every two-character
verb can be split, and #§|T-F is not the ordinary way to say help me.

B Try it with help closed

Two friends met once. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: AL T — .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Learn the established separable combinations individually.

« Not every two-character verb can be split, and #{T:Fk is not the ordinary way
to say help me.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

VEV EHR ... T (while ...-ing, suddenly)

B An ongoing action changes into another state

e Someone starts crying in the middle of speaking.

o LB REBIT . — The speech provides the ongoing background for the onset

of crying.

B Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is V 3 V FBR ... T (while ...-ing, suddenly). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REBEE BB RRT

ta shuo zhe shuo zhe jiu ku le

Word guide: i — he; 3 — talk; & — (ing); Ui — talk; & — (ing); # — then; 2 — cry.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, fEPEE VB BIL T . : The speech provides the ongoing
background for the onset of crying.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



B Know the boundary

o ¥ is read zhe in the repeated action.

o The pattern marks a development during the activity rather than two separately
scheduled steps.

B Use the distinction
o The speech provides the ongoing background for the onset of crying.

o # isread zhe in the repeated action. The pattern marks a development during the
activity rather than two separately scheduled steps.

B Try it with help closed

Someone starts crying in the middle of speaking. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: i EVLEME T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o 3 is read zhe in the repeated action.

e The pattern marks a development during the activity rather than two separately
scheduled steps.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

"But” statements
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

R% ..., B ..

B Concede a fact while keeping the conclusion

(although)

o Rain did not stop a group from going.

- RETW, BERRINERET .

B Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is R ... , {HE ...
interlinear examples below.

— The group went despite the conceded rain.

(although). Locate it in the original

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RETH, HRRINIERET .

jin guan wia yu dan shi wo men hdi shi qu le
Word guide: R4E — although; Ny — rain; {H2
go.

— but; AT - we; L E — still; F -

B Read examples in context

 In the opening example, RE T, ERRIMNAERET .

the conceded rain.

: The group went despite

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
. AT
o RUE also occurs in permission such as 7 [a] B &

connector.

is similar to B 4K in this frame.

[, so it is not always a concessive

B Use the distinction

e The group went despite the conceded rain.

o R4 is similar to B 4K in this frame. R4& also occurs in permission such as &[]
BiR4E ], so it is not always a concessive connector.



B Try it with help closed

Rain did not stop a group from going. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,

then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.

Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: & N, HEKRIALRZET .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o R4 is similar to F 4R in this frame.

o R4 also occurs in permission such as 7 [i] i R 44 7], so it is not always a
concessive connector.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

f8 (actually / on the contrary)

B A contrary opinion can be favourable

o Others criticise an idea, but you find it good.
. REIBEBAE, — {3 signals a different assessment from the expectation.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is f] (actually / on the contrary). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REWBRE.
wo dao jué de b cuo
Word guide: & — I; 8] — actually; 415 — think; /45 — not bad.

B Read examples in context

 In the opening example, RBIBEHBA4LE. : {8 signals a different assessment from
the expectation.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o {#| here is read dao and marks contrast.
o It need not be sarcastic or state an objectively bad result.

B Use the distinction

o {8 signals a different assessment from the expectation.

o 18] here is read dao and marks contrast. It need not be sarcastic or state an

objectively bad result.
B Try it with help closed

Others criticise an idea, but you find it good. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: F{F| 515 A4

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o {#] here is read dao and marks contrast.

o It need not be sarcastic or state an objectively bad result.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

#l 4+ Predicate (however / yet)

B A predicate can be an adjective
e Someone is tired but happy.

o BE, AMBIFL. - A marks the contrast before the adjective predicate fRJT
AIL\,

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is #] 4+ Predicate (however / yet). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fmR, 2MIFL.

ta hen ler que hen kai zin

Word guide: fii — he; 8 — very; 2 — tired; £ — yet; & — very; Jf.[» — happy.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, B E, FMBFFLr. : Z marks the contrast before the
adjective predicate fRFT(>.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



B Know the boundary

e When a subject is expressed in the second clause, Al normally follows it.
o An omitted repeated subject allows #[l at the start of that clause, as in this example.

B Use the distinction

o #l marks the contrast before the adjective predicate fRJF[>.

e« When a subject is expressed in the second clause, #] normally follows it. An
omitted repeated subject allows #[] at the start of that clause, as in this example.

B Try it with help closed

Someone is tired but happy. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then
write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: i 2, AMRITLr.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e When a subject is expressed in the second clause, #|] normally follows it.

o An omitted repeated subject allows #]l at the start of that clause, as in this
example.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

"Even if” statements
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

HifiE ... , 4 ... (even if)

B A conceded case need not be a prediction

e You intend to go despite possible rain.

o BIfETFRY, RWEHE. — The decision remains even in the rain case.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is BJf#i ... , # ... (even if). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BT, RBEE,
Ji shi zid yu wo yé yao qu

Word guide: BIffi — even if; N[ — rain; F — I; t — still; 2% — will; % — go.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, B{#FTFRY, FTWEZE, : The decision remains even in the

rain case.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o The wording does not assert that rain will occur.

o B[Iffi can also concede an actual case in context, so hypothetical does not mean
always unreal.

B Use the distinction

¢ The decision remains even in the rain case.

o The wording does not assert that rain will occur. HJfifi can also concede an actual
case in context, so hypothetical does not mean always unreal.



B Try it with help closed

You intend to go despite possible rain. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin re-
sponse, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern
adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: RI{fi N, Fthzik,

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
The wording does not assert that rain will occur.

B can also concede an actual case in context, so hypothetical does not mean
always unreal.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

’If” statements
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

R .., ¥ ... (if — spoken)

B Advice depends on the stated condition

¢ You tell a friend to rest if tired.
o BERARERT, BMABIE. - Tiredness is the condition for the advice to rest.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is B& ... , B ... (if — spoken). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

ERRET, BKREE.
yao shi ni léi le jiu xiu xi ba
Word guide: #J& — if; f) — you; 2 — tired; Hf — then; {K & — rest.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, BRIRE T, BABIE, : Tiredness is the condition for

the advice to rest.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o FiH is a conversational conditional.
e 4t is common but not compulsory in every 352 construction.

B Use the distinction
¢ Tiredness is the condition for the advice to rest.

o HLHF is a conversational conditional. #f is common but not compulsory in every
2 construction.



B Try it with help closed

You tell a friend to rest if tired. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: L2827, BiREIE,
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o FiH is a conversational conditional.

o 3 is common but not compulsory in every Zi}& construction.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

No matter” statements
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

A% ..., # / W ... (no matter)

B Keep the response across a range of cases

¢ You intend to try regardless of how difficult a task is.
o AELZME, BREPER. — The intention holds across the possible difficulty levels.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is A& ... , # / # ... (no matter). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

NEZME, REER.

bu gudan duo ndn wo dou yao shi

Word guide: /4% — no matter; £ — how; ¥ — hard; ¥ — I; #B — still; 32 — will; i —
try.

B Read examples in context
 In the opening example, NEZME, FTHEIR. : The intention holds across the
possible difficulty levels.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
. K% covers alternatives or a range here.
o NEIXE can instead mean not dealing with the matter, a different verb use.

B Use the distinction

¢ The intention holds across the possible difficulty levels.

o N4E covers alternatives or a range here. A5 iX {3 can instead mean not dealing
with the matter, a different verb use.



B Try it with help closed

You intend to try regardless of how difficult a task is. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: NEZME, AT

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o /N4& covers alternatives or a range here.

o NEIX{4EE can instead mean not dealing with the matter, a different verb use.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

T/ A ..., # / ... (regardless)

B Welcome whoever arrives

¢ An event welcomes visitors irrespective of identity.
o IR, WM. — The welcome applies across the relevant possible visitors.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is I5i / A ... , # / B ... (regardless). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

ToEHER, Y.
wi lun shéi ldi dou huan ying
Word guide: J5is — regardless; i — who; 3£ — come; & — all; ¥ — welcome.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, TLWHER, FIKM. :

relevant possible visitors.

The welcome applies across the

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o Ti and Aif often share this frame.

o The group still has a contextual scope, such as visitors to this event, rather than
every person everywhere.

B Use the distinction

¢ The welcome applies across the relevant possible visitors.

o it and ANiE often share this frame. The group still has a contextual scope, such
as visitors to this event, rather than every person everywhere.

B Try it with help closed

An event welcomes visitors irrespective of identity. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: LIS, #UE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o ot and AiE often share this frame.

o The group still has a contextual scope, such as visitors to this event, rather than
every person everywhere.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



Cause & effect statements
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

BT (due to / owing to)

B An asserted cause still needs evidence

o Traffic delayed your arrival.

o HTEEE, RIBRIT. — M T introduces the traffic as the stated reason for lateness.

B Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is ffF (due to / owing to). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HTEE, RBIT.

you yu du che wo chi dao le

Word guide: H1F — due to; #4% — traffic jam; F — I; R %] — late.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, HFIE%E, RIBA T . : T introduces the traffic as the
stated reason for lateness.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

. >} can often introduce the same cause.
o Formal register does not prove the causal explanation correct or exclusive.

B Use the distinction
o T introduces the traffic as the stated reason for lateness.

o [AA can often introduce the same cause. Formal register does not prove the causal
explanation correct or exclusive.

B Try it with help closed

Traffic delayed your arrival. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then
write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: T34, FKiRF T .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

. >} can often introduce the same cause.

o Formal register does not prove the causal explanation correct or exclusive.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

B Build advice on an accepted premise

, BR ... (since / now that)

¢ A friend has arrived and you invite them to sit.
o BEARET , BEABIE, — The arrival is treated as the accepted basis for the invitation.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is BE#R ... , Bk ... (since / now that). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.
¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BERIRRT , BRARIE,
ji ran ni ldai le jiv zuo ba

Word guide: PBESX — since; /R — you; % — come; Ft — then; Ap — sit.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, BESRE T, BEARME. : The arrival is treated as the accepted
basis for the invitation.
« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o > can introduce known as well as new causes.
o ESR focuses on accepting a premise for a conclusion rather than a universal known-
versus-new word division.



B Use the distinction
e The arrival is treated as the accepted basis for the invitation.

e [AA can introduce known as well as new causes. BE#K focuses on accepting a
premise for a conclusion rather than a universal known-versus-new word division.

B Try it with help closed

A friend has arrived and you invite them to sit. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: FEIRFE T, HEARIE,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

. >} can introduce known as well as new causes.

o PESK focuses on accepting a premise for a conclusion rather than a universal
known-versus-new word division.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

H (therefore / for this reason)

B A conclusion may be advice rather than a reported event

o A long journey is a reason to leave earlier.

o PAfRIE, HIWEREE. — [FI introduces the recommended consequence of the

distance.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is J}f; (therefore / for this reason). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.
¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

B, HNERAGE.

[ hén yuan yin ct yao zdo didn zou

Word guide: [ — road; f — very; it — far; [}t — therefore; B — need; K. — early; s
— a bit; E — leave.

B Read examples in context

 In the opening example, BRI, HBERSFE. : FI introduces the recom-
mended consequence of the distance.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The consequence can be a decision, prediction or report.
e The sentence does not assert that an early departure already happened.

B Use the distinction

o [A It introduces the recommended consequence of the distance.
e The consequence can be a decision, prediction or report. The sentence does not
assert that an early departure already happened.

B Try it with help closed

A long journey is a reason to leave earlier. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: JERE, F SR SE.
e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The consequence can be a decision, prediction or report.

e The sentence does not assert that an early departure already happened.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.




Complements
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Verb + #3¥k (in terms of doing it)

B An assessment through an activity differs from its onset

e A device is easy to use.

o INTEHARKMHME. FLk frames the evaluation in terms of using the device.

B Build the form
+ The pattern in this lesson is Verb + @3 (in terms of doing it). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XAMA KB

zhé ge ci yong qi ldi hén fang bian

Word guide: X — this; > — (measure word); {i] — word; ff] — use; #E — (to use); {2
— very; J7{# — convenient.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, EATEHBERMBHE. : ¥ frames the evaluation in
terms of using the device.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o %55 3E can instead mean starting to laugh.

o Read the following assessment to distinguish the evaluation frame from onset or
upward movement.

B Use the distinction

o 23k frames the evaluation in terms of using the device.

o %2 ¥ can instead mean starting to laugh. Read the following assessment to
distinguish the evaluation frame from onset or upward movement.

B Try it with help closed

A device is easy to use. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write

it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare

with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: X~ T AR HE.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o %K can instead mean starting to laugh.

o Read the following assessment to distinguish the evaluation frame from onset or
upward movement.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Direction complement 3 / % (HSK 4)

B Direction depends on the adopted viewpoint

¢ You are inside a room and invite someone outside to enter.
o MREFEFRIE, — Sk points towards the viewpoint inside the room.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is Direction complement 3} / % (HSK 4). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PRARTEFIE .
ni kuai jin ldi ba
Word guide: & — you; ¢ — quickly; #£3€ — come in.
B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, #RERFERIE, : 3K points towards the viewpoint inside the
room.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e The reference point may be the speaker or an adopted narrative viewpoint.
o 7 points away from that point, so establish it before choosing the direction.



B Use the distinction

» 3k points towards the viewpoint inside the room.

o The reference point may be the speaker or an adopted narrative viewpoint.
points away from that point, so establish it before choosing the direction.

B Try it with help closed

You are inside a room and invite someone outside to enter. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: {fJtitEIE,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The reference point may be the speaker or an adopted narrative viewpoint.

o 7 points away from that point, so establish it before choosing the direction.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb / Adj + #&3# (start to ...)

B Mark the start without guaranteeing endless continuation

¢ A joke prompts people to start laughing.
o RFEH®FT. — 3k highlights the onset of laughter.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Verb / Adj + #&3 (start to ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REREEET .
da jia xido qi ldi le
Word guide: KZ — everyone; & — laugh; #3k — start to.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, KFELERF T . : #3k highlights the onset of laughter.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The laughter may continue for a while, but not indefinitely.
o The assessment use in WFFE > A4E is a different construction.

B Use the distinction

o 23k highlights the onset of laughter.
¢ The laughter may continue for a while, but not indefinitely. The assessment use in

W S A4S is a different construction.

B Try it with help closed

A joke prompts people to start laughing. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: KELEHEFK T .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The laughter may continue for a while, but not indefinitely.

o The assessment use in WF#E e A4E is a different construction.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Potential complement 1§ / A (HSK 4)

B An achievable result differs from permission

e You can understand the text in a particular book.
o XAPRREBE. 5 marks understanding as achievable through reading.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Potential complement f§ / A (HSK 4). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XAHBREGHE.

zhé bén shu wo kan de dong

Word guide: iX — this; 4% — (measure word); 45 — book; & — I; F — read; 15 — (can);
& — understand.



B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, XABIREEE . : 15 marks understanding as achievable
through reading.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o FHANE denies that result, not permission to read.

o HE can express ability as well as permission, so it is not a permission-only contrast
word.

B Use the distinction
o 15 marks understanding as achievable through reading.

o EHAVE denies that result, not permission to read. & can express ability as well as
permission, so it is not a permission-only contrast word.

B Try it with help closed

You can understand the text in a particular book. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: XK 533 EIGE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o FEH A denies that result, not permission to read.

 HE can express ability as well as permission, so it is not a permission-only contrast
word.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Conditional statements
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

HE ., B ... (as long as)

B Distinguish enough from required

e A class rule says submitting the form is enough to join.

o HEXE BEEZM. - Submitting the form is presented as sufficient under this
rule.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is RE ... , Bi ... (as long as). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

R%%ﬁ) %ﬁﬁ‘%o

zhi yao niu [ jiv you v wang

Word guide: H 3 — as long as; %% J7 — work hard; 3 — then; F — have; #% — hope.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, HEERFZ, BREESM . : Submitting the form is presented
as sufficient under this rule.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o A sufficient condition need not be the only route.

e The grammar expresses the stated rule rather than proving that the rule holds in
every real situation.

B Use the distinction

e Submitting the form is presented as sufficient under this rule.

o A sufficient condition need not be the only route. The grammar expresses the
stated rule rather than proving that the rule holds in every real situation.



B Try it with help closed

A class rule says submitting the form is enough to join. Close the examples. Say

a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: HZAr3 ., EESIN.

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o A sufficient condition need not be the only route.

e The grammar expresses the stated rule rather than proving that the rule holds
in every real situation.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

K3k ... , 4 ... (only if / unless)

B A requirement need not be the sole requirement

¢ You will not go unless a friend goes.
o BdEfRZE, BAE. — The friend’s going is treated as necessary for your going.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is f&3E ... , 74 ... (only if / unless). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BeRE, BAE.
chi fei ni qu wo cdi qu

Word guide: f&3E — unless; /R — you; % — go; & — I; 4 — only then; % — go.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, EIERE, A =.

necessary for your going.

The friend’s going is treated as

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o This does not guarantee you will go whenever the friend does; other obstacles may
remain.

o FRIE AN L gives another common way to state the restriction.

B Use the distinction

e The friend’s going is treated as necessary for your going.

o This does not guarantee you will go whenever the friend does; other obstacles may
remain. &3E .. B ... gives another common way to state the restriction.

B Try it with help closed

You will not go unless a friend goes. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: [FIEVRZ, A%,
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This does not guarantee you will go whenever the friend does; other obstacles
may remain.

o [B9E .. /I ... gives another common way to state the restriction.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.




Noun phrases
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

A (1) + Noun (all)

B Set the scope before saying all

o Every student in the class arrives.

o FTAERFAEHRET . — All members of the relevant student group arrived.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ffF () + Noun (all). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BrARISAERRT .

sud you de zué sheng dou lai le
Word guide: iy — all; 2#4:= — students; & — all; & — come.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, P RISELEERE T . : All members of the relevant student
group arrived.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The group is established by context.

e [ is often optional in fT A or BT 24, and all here does not mean every
student worldwide.

B Use the distinction

e All members of the relevant student group arrived.

o The group is established by context. [ is often optional in fffg N or fifg=# 4,
and all here does not mean every student worldwide.

B Try it with help closed

Every student in the class arrives. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: a4 E KT .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e The group is established by context.

o 1 is often optional in ffA A or ffA 24, and all here does not mean every
student worldwide.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

... Z— (one of)

B A member of a leading group is not uniquely first

e You identify one of several important reasons.
o XERBEEMNEREZ—.  The reason is a member of the important-reason group.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ... Z— (one of). Locate it in the original interlinear
examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XRBEENERZ—.

zhé shi zui zhong yao de yudn yin zhi yi

Word guide: X — this; J& — is; fx — most; B — important; JR[A — reason; 22— —
one of.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, EXRBBHREEREEZ —. : The reason is a member of the

important-reason group.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o 2 — follows the noun phrase.
o It does not establish a unique top-ranked reason or give the number of other reasons.



B Use the distinction
e The reason is a member of the important-reason group.

o 2 — follows the noun phrase. It does not establish a unique top-ranked reason or
give the number of other reasons.

B Try it with help closed

You identify one of several important reasons. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: % & B RKZ —,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o 7 — follows the noun phrase.

o It does not establish a unique top-ranked reason or give the number of other
reasons.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

B4 + Number + MW + Noun (another)

B The other set is distinct

e Two people apart from those already discussed did not attend.

o BIHAABEEFR. — 4 identifies a different pair of people.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 4 + Number + MW + Noun (another).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BB NEE -

ling wai lidng ge rén méi ldi

Word guide: 7 4p — another; i — two; 4~ — (measure word); A — people; ¥ — didn’t;

3 — come.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, HAFH A ANBEHK. : 54 identifies a different pair of
people.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o This use sits inside the noun phrase.
o It does not itself tell you how many people attended in total.

B Use the distinction

o 34h identifies a different pair of people.

o This use sits inside the noun phrase. It does not itself tell you how many people
attended in total.

B Try it with help closed

Two people apart from those already discussed did not attend. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: 4™ A&k,

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e This use sits inside the noun phrase.

o It does not itself tell you how many people attended in total.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.




Sentence patterns — quantity & scope
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

#E ... 8 .. A/ & (not even)

B A missing basic action is striking

e Someone is so occupied that they are not eating even meals.

o fBERERARZ . — i% makes the absence of eating a striking case.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is & ... & ... N / ¥ (not even). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

e FEARERAZ .

ta lian fan dou bu chi

Word guide: fth — he; 3% — even; 1R — food; #} — even; AN — not; Iz — eat.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, fEFEAREBANE , : 1% makes the absence of eating a striking
case.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

¢ The expectation comes from context.
o The sentence does not necessarily assert an absolute absence of every other activity.

B Use the distinction
» & makes the absence of eating a striking case.

e The expectation comes from context. The sentence does not necessarily assert an
absolute absence of every other activity.

B Try it with help closed

Someone is so occupied that they are not eating even meals. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: fiENENAN .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The expectation comes from context.

e The sentence does not necessarily assert an absolute absence of every other ac-
tivity.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

A ... M ... (for the sake of)

B A purpose can remain unachieved

e A team works hard in pursuit of a dream.
o BT ABEMETY. — The dream is the motivation for the effort.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is 3§ ... Tfj ... (for the sake of). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

AT AB T

ta men wei meng xriang ér fen dou

Word guide: fifi] — they; & — for; 248 — dream; Ifif — (for); #y3} — strive.
B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, M1 M AT}, : The dream is the motivation for
the effort.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o K is read wei in this purpose frame.
o Naming the goal does not mean the team has already achieved it.



B Use the distinction
¢ The dream is the motivation for the effort.

o “fyis read wei in this purpose frame. Naming the goal does not mean the team has
already achieved it.

B Try it with help closed

A team works hard in pursuit of a dream. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: fiilfi] A 453}«

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o K is read wei in this purpose frame.

o Naming the goal does not mean the team has already achieved it.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

FEAT + Noun + % / 4 (any)

B Any refers to the relevant domain

o A teacher invites questions about the lesson.

o AEAAT AR AT DA

situation.

— The invitation covers any question within the relevant

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is f£faf] + Noun + #§ / # (any). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

AEAA] (6] AR T A o
ren hé wen ti dou ké yr wen
Word guide: {F£fi] — any; [/ — question; HF — all; AJPA — can; 7] — ask.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, 4E4A] I REER AT PAM . : The invitation covers any question
within the relevant situation.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o #[ is common in this all-cases frame.
o {TAi] does not require #f or S, in every construction, as in y&75 -] i) .

B Use the distinction

o The invitation covers any question within the relevant situation.

o #B is common in this all-cases frame. fFfi] does not require B or # in every
construction, as in A {Fr] a] .

B Try it with help closed

A teacher invites questions about the lesson. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: {Fi] 7] EL AT DA o

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o #F is common in this all-cases frame.

o f£fi] does not require [ or t, in every construction, as in &4 ] i) 5.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B ... # / X ... (both ... and ...)

B Two qualities need not share an emotional value

e An item is expensive but useful, and both qualities are acknowledged.

o XNMHEWEHRNIFH. — BE .. X .. combines the cost and usefulness as coexisting
qualities.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is BE ... #5 / X ... (both ... and ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XA NIFZ .

zhé ge cai ji pidn yi you hdo chi

Word guide: iX — this; 4~ — (measure word); 3¢ — dish; B — both; {#'H — cheap; X —
and; §fW7, — tasty.



B Read examples in context
 In the opening example, EXARIEER XIFH. : Bf .. X ... combines the cost and
usefulness as coexisting qualities.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e One quality can be a drawback and the other a benefit.
e The construction does not force two positive or two negative judgments.

B Use the distinction

e % .. X .. combines the cost and usefulness as coexisting qualities.

¢ One quality can be a drawback and the other a benefit. The construction does not
force two positive or two negative judgments.

B Try it with help closed

An item is expensive but useful, and both qualities are acknowledged. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: X775 P4 LSt I -
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e One quality can be a drawback and the other a benefit.

e The construction does not force two positive or two negative judgments.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

¥ + Place + £ / F / B / 333 (location)

B Place the relation after its reference object

¢ A book rests on a table.
o FEHETLE. — L follows 5T to describe the book’s location relative to it.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is £ + Place + F / F / B / i1 (location).

Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HERT L.

shu zai zhuo zi shang

Word guide: 4 — book; fE — is; 5T — table; [ — on.

B Read examples in context
e In the opening example, R F E. : L follows 5T to describe the book’s
location relative to it.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o FEJRF and FFH. describe different relations.

« Not every location needs an extra position word: ZEJLHT is already a place expres-
sion.

B Use the distinction

o | follows 1 to describe the book’s location relative to it.

o TEJKF and 7EfILH describe different relations. Not every location needs an extra
position word: EJLIT is already a place expression.

B Try it with help closed

A book rests on a table. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: J{EHE T 1.
¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o TEIKF and fFfLH describe different relations.

o Not every location needs an extra position word: FEJLEL is already a place
expression.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.




Basic sentence patterns
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

#E ... # / # (even)

B A child understands the explanation
o A speaker says a child understands a simple explanation.

o B/PNEHE. — The child is presented as a surprisingly unlikely person to under-
stand.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is % ... # / # (even). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

H/NBERE

lian xido hai dou dong

Word guide: i# — even; /NM% — child; #f — even; [# — understand.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, #/NZEREE. : The child is presented as a surprisingly
unlikely person to understand.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The speaker implies that more expected cases should understand too.
o This is a rhetorical expectation, not proof about every other person’s actual un-
derstanding.

B Use the distinction
o The child is presented as a surprisingly unlikely person to understand.

o The speaker implies that more expected cases should understand too. This is a
rhetorical expectation, not proof about every other person’s actual understanding.

B Try it with help closed

A speaker says a child understands a simple explanation. Close the examples. Say

a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: %/NZHRE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The speaker implies that more expected cases should understand too.

e This is a rhetorical expectation, not proof about every other person’s actual
understanding.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Question Word + #f (every)

B A question word can have a universal reading

e Anyone in the class knows the answer.
o WEHPHIE. — ifE with #B includes everyone in the relevant group.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Question Word + #B (every). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RILAT-AHE .

zhér shén me dou you
Word guide: X J|, — here; ff+4 — anything; #B — all; &5 — have.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, ¥EERAIE . :
group.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

#E with #[ includes everyone in the relevant

B Know the boundary
o EHERAHIIE instead denies anyone knowing.
e The polarity changes the result, and the relevant group still comes from context.



B Use the distinction

o U with # includes everyone in the relevant group.

o AL AFNIE instead denies anyone knowing. The polarity changes the result, and
the relevant group still comes from context.

B Try it with help closed

Anyone in the class knows the answer. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin re-
sponse, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern
adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: YEHRHIIE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o EHRAHIIE instead denies anyone knowing.

¢ The polarity changes the result, and the relevant group still comes from context.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

AR BH N (N times)

B Separate a multiple from an increase

o Last year’s count was ten and this year’s is twenty.

o SERBEREIFENFME. — The new total is twice the old total.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is A & B i N 4% (N times). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

SERFENTHRE.
jin nidan shi qu nidn de lidng béi
Word guide: 4+4F — this year; J& — is; 4 — last year; P — two; ff5 — times.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, S4EREEREEENPIfE. - The new total is twice the
old total.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e Two times the total is a one-times increase, or a hundred percent increase.
e Do not read 2Hifi5 as adding two extra old totals.

B Use the distinction
¢ The new total is twice the old total.

o Two times the total is a one-times increase, or a hundred percent increase. Do not
read 2 as adding two extra old totals.

B Try it with help closed

Last year’s count was ten and this year’s is twenty. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: 44F [ 2 4R RS

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Two times the total is a one-times increase, or a hundred percent increase.
e Do not read ZWfs as adding two extra old totals.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

—B + 1/ # + A& (not at all)

B An emphatic denial differs from a small amount

e You deny being tired at all.
. %—‘ﬁ%ﬂﬂ:g o — — AR makes the negative emphatic: not tired in the slightest.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is —f§ + # / #® + &R (not at all). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

B—REAR.
wo yi didn dou bu léi
Word guide: F& — I; — 5 — a bit; & — even; A — not; 2 — tired.



B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, —EHPARE . : — S #A makes the negative emphatic:
not tired in the slightest.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o —EHIAE can express the same denial.
o The sentence is still a speaker’s claim, which may involve exaggeration rather than
measurement.

B Use the distinction
o — H#ABA makes the negative emphatic: not tired in the slightest.

o — M AE can express the same denial. The sentence is still a speaker’s claim,
which may involve exaggeration rather than measurement.

B Try it with help closed

You deny being tired at all. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then
write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: H— S#iANE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o — W ARE can express the same denial.

e The sentence is still a speaker’s claim, which may involve exaggeration rather
than measurement.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

AHiE + embedded choice + #F (unsure what is best)

B Look for the actual verb and its choice

o Several products are available, and you cannot choose which to buy.
o BAHEXHAYF. — The speaker is unsure which purchase would be best.

B Build the form

« The pattern in this lesson is AHE + embedded choice + ¥ (unsure what
is best). Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RAATE T -

wo bu zhi dao mdi nd ge hao

Word guide: & — I; /&~ — not; HIi& — know; £ — buy; ¥4~ — which; #f — best.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, A HIE ZHAEF.: The speaker is unsure which purchase
would be best.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o The question word can appear after the verb, as in LB/~

o A formula that always puts the question word before the verb gives the wrong order
for this example.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker is unsure which purchase would be best.

o The question word can appear after the verb, as in LB/, A formula that always
puts the question word before the verb gives the wrong order for this example.

B Try it with help closed

Several products are available, and you cannot choose which to buy. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: & AHIE LT

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The question word can appear after the verb, as in LB~

o A formula that always puts the question word before the verb gives the wrong
order for this example.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Xt ... & (for / as far as ...

B A viewpoint limits an evaluation

is concerned)

o Health matters most to you personally.

o XFRREVE, BEHREE. — The importance judgment is framed from the speaker’s
perspective.



B Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is ¥} ... 334 (for / as far as ...
it in the original interlinear examples below.

is concerned). Locate

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

MR, RRBEE.
dut wo ldi shuo jian kang zui zhong yao
Word guide: X — for; ¥ — me; i — as for; {8 — health;

important.

% — most; EHI —

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, XK, BEFEE.

framed from the speaker’s perspective.

: The importance judgment is

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e Other people may prioritise differently.

o — Ui is a separate fixed expression meaning generally speaking, not a named
person’s viewpoint.

B Use the distinction
e The importance judgment is framed from the speaker’s perspective.

o Other people may prioritise differently. — %31t is a separate fixed expression
meaning generally speaking, not a named person’s viewpoint.

B Try it with help closed

Health matters most to you personally. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin re-
sponse, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern
adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: XT&EEHE TR R f 2L

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o Other people may prioritise differently.
o —f%EIL is a separate fixed expression meaning generally speaking, not a named
person’s viewpoint.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Complex sentence patterns
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Adj + & + Adj, HR ..

B Conceding a quality does not settle a decision

(concede, then object)

e An item is good, but the price is unacceptable.

- R, HEXHR.

objection.

— The speaker accepts the quality before raising the price

B Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is Adj + & + Adj, {HE
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

... (concede, then object).

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HRIF, HEKH.
hdao shi hdao dan shi tai gui

Word guide: ¥ - good; /& — (indeed); ¥ — good; {HJ& — but; K — too; 5 — expensive.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, i, HRERKR.

before raising the price objection.

: The speaker accepts the quality

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The concession is not a retraction of the quality.
e The final decision depends on the objection and context.

B Use the distinction

¢ The speaker accepts the quality before raising the price objection.

¢ The concession is not a retraction of the quality. The final decision depends on the
objection and context.



B Try it with help closed

An item is good, but the price is unacceptable. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: {f-2f, HE K5,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The concession is not a retraction of the quality.

¢ The final decision depends on the objection and context.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

— ... b ... (as soon as / whenever)

B An immediate link can describe a habit

¢ You usually sleep shortly after reaching home.
. ﬁ—@‘ﬂm@'ﬁn — The arrival triggers sleeping in the described routine.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is — ... g} ... (as soon as / whenever). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

R—BI FRMEHE -
wo yi dao jia jiv, shui jido
Word guide: F& — I; — — as soon as; F|% — get home; 5f — then; [T — sleep.

B Read examples in context

 In the opening example, F—B) FKBLHEER . : The arrival triggers sleeping in the
described routine.

e Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

¢ The frame also describes one event in an appropriate past context.
o It does not specify an exact number of seconds between the actions.

B Use the distinction

e The arrival triggers sleeping in the described routine.

e The frame also describes one event in an appropriate past context. It does not
specify an exact number of seconds between the actions.

B Try it with help closed

You usually sleep shortly after reaching home. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: F&— | Z 5k HE T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The frame also describes one event in an appropriate past context.

o It does not specify an exact number of seconds between the actions.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

—}TM ... , —H M ... (on one hand / on the other)

B Two sides may reinforce or conflict

o Work and rest both matter when planning a week.

e —HHETAE, B—FHHEZEIE . — The two aspects are set alongside each other

for consideration.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is —4 T .. , —} T .. (on one hand / on the
other). Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

—HHELE, —HEEKR.

yi fang mian ydo gong zuo yi fang midn yao T xi

Word guide: —J51f] — on one hand; B — need to; TAF — work; —J5 T — on the other;
3 — need to; RE — rest.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, — B TAIE, B—FHEEMAKE. : The two aspects are
set alongside each other for consideration.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



B Know the boundary

e The aspects can be complementary or in tension.
e The frame does not assert that both must be done simultaneously.

B Use the distinction
e The two aspects are set alongside each other for consideration.

e The aspects can be complementary or in tension. The frame does not assert that
both must be done simultaneously.

B Try it with help closed

Work and rest both matter when planning a week. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: — 5% TAE, H—J7HZEARE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The aspects can be complementary or in tension.

e The frame does not assert that both must be done simultaneously.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Not only... but also...
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

AME /) AL ..., MH /& /... (not only ... but also)

B Add another fact without making it stronger
o A person speaks Chinese and also English.

o ARELHL, BALFEL. — The second ability is added to the first.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is AMH / A ... , WH / & / ¥ ... (not only ...
but also). Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

AR ELHFIL, BRXEIL,

ta bu dan hut Zhong wén hdi hut Ying wén

Word guide: fii — he; AN{H — not only; £ — can; H13C — Chinese; £ — also; £ — can;
L — English.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, fEARBLF L, AT, : The second ability is added
to the first.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e The added point need not be stronger or more positive.

o I H, #* and 4 require suitable word order and are not freely swapped in every
sentence position.

B Use the distinction
¢ The second ability is added to the first.

o The added point need not be stronger or more positive. [fif H., & and tH, require
suitable word order and are not freely swapped in every sentence position.



B Try it with help closed

A person speaks Chinese and also English. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: AN HSHI L, RSP,

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
The added point need not be stronger or more positive.

1M H., & and 4, require suitable word order and are not freely swapped in every
sentence position.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Comparing similar adverbs
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Z3k vs JEE (originally vs it turns out)

B An earlier state differs from a new discovery

¢ You had intended to go, while a friend’s identity has just become clear.

o BAMEE; FEERREIR. — A% marks the earlier intention and Jfi 3% marks the

discovery in these contexts.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 4%3& vs JR3¥ (originally vs it turns out). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RAERBER .
wo bén ldi xidng qu de
Word guide: & — I; 4~ — originally; 48 — want; % — go.

B Read examples in context

R RAR!

yudn lai shi ni

Word guide: JE3E — so it turns out; & — is; fK — you.

« In the opening example, AFAEE; FEFREMR. : 43K marks the earlier intention
and J§i3} marks the discovery in these contexts.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before

choosing an English paraphrase.
B Know the boundary

o JE3E can also mean originally, and 453 can mark an inherent fact.
e These useful examples are not mutually exclusive dictionary definitions.

B Use the distinction

o ¥ marks the earlier intention and J§i3€ marks the discovery in these contexts.

o JE3£ can also mean originally, and 4~ can mark an inherent fact. These useful
examples are not mutually exclusive dictionary definitions.



B Try it with help closed

You had intended to go, while a friend’s identity has just become clear. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: FAKAHE; JFkE/R.

¢ My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o JE¥ can also mean originally, and A3 can mark an inherent fact.

e These useful examples are not mutually exclusive dictionary definitions.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Wi vs 84 (often vs tends to)

B Frequency and a tendency can overlap

¢ You observe that weekends tend to be busy.
o FRBLEMIT:. — 1 presents a recurring tendency tied to weekends.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ## vs £ (often vs tends to). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

floEE IR

ta chdng chdang chi ddo
Word guide: fi — he; &% — often; IR 2l — be late.

B Read examples in context

FRBAERI

zhou mo wdng wang hén mdng

Word guide: J&AE — weekends; f:{F — tend to; R — very; {T. — busy.

« In the opening example, RBEFEMIT. : 1 presents a recurring tendency tied
to weekends.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o HiH can also describe frequent busy weekends.

o f¥4E is unsuitable for a single intended action such as F& B KA, but the words
can overlap in repeated-event contexts.

B Use the distinction
o f¥fE presents a recurring tendency tied to weekends.

o W% can also describe frequent busy weekends. £ is unsuitable for a single
intended action such as FHA KA E 2, but the words can overlap in repeated-
event contexts.

B Try it with help closed

You observe that weekends tend to be busy. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: J& A EHRIT.

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o i can also describe frequent busy weekends.

o fIfF is unsuitable for a single intended action such as &R K4, but the
words can overlap in repeated-event contexts.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

M| vs WA (adverb vs time-word)

B An adverb differs from a time expression

o A friend left recently, and you describe the timing.
o fBWIE; WIAMAEXIL. — K| modifies the departure, while K| 4" names a recent

time.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is {l vs W4 (adverb vs time-word). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fBRIE .
ta gang zou
Word guide: i — he; Wi — just; £ — leave.



B Read examples in context

R A fbFEX L

gang cdi ta zai zhér

Word guide: W7 — a moment ago; fifi — he; 7F — was; iX JL. — here.

o In the opening example, MBRIFE ; FWIAfBHEX L. : ¥ modifies the departure, while
1 7" names a recent time.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o M4 can move before the subject or after it in suitable sentences.

o M is not a standalone time noun, and T is not universally forbidden after a K-
modified verb.

B Use the distinction

« [ modifies the departure, while |4 names a recent time.

e KA can move before the subject or after it in suitable sentences. M is not a
standalone time noun, and T is not universally forbidden after a KJJ-modified verb.

B Try it with help closed

A friend left recently, and you describe the timing. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: fiN|E; M| AfifEx L.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o N4 can move before the subject or after it in suitable sentences.

o M is not a standalone time noun, and | is not universally forbidden after a
M-modified verb.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Comparing similar prepositions
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

*F vs XF (about vs regarding)

B A book’s topic differs from an attitude frame

e You describe a book about history.

o XR—AXFHEBERF. — KT L modifies the book’s topic.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is &F vs X}F (about vs regarding). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RTXMGHE, RAEE.
guan yu zhé jian shi wo bu qing chu
Word guide: 7&F — about; iX — this; ff: — (measure word); & — matter; F&

not; {E%E — clear.

LR -

B Read examples in context

MNTFRAHE, BREFE.

dut yu zhé ge wen ti wo you kan fa

Word guide: X+ — regarding; iX — this; > — (measure word); [F@ — issue; F& — T;

A — have; B — views.

« In the opening example, ER—ARXTFHEK . : X T % modifies the book’s
topic.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o XFFIE, FRARIESER frames an attitude instead.

o XTF and X%}F overlap in some sentence-level topic expressions, but X} does not
simply replace %F in this noun modifier.



B Use the distinction
o X% modifies the book’s topic.
o XTI, FRARBBOSHR frames an attitude instead. T and XfF overlap in some

sentence-level topic expressions, but X} does not simply replace F* in this noun
modifier.

B Try it with help closed

You describe a book about history. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: X 2&— A& ET M.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o XTTFEE, FRAZELHER frames an attitude instead.

o %F and X}F overlap in some sentence-level topic expressions, but % does
not simply replace 7 in this noun modifier.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B vs M (gap from vs starting point)

B A distance relation differs from a starting point

e A school is close to your home, and your journey begins at home.

e ZREBRZEMBIL; BMAFHBEK. — & marks the separation, while M marks the
journey’s origin.
B Build the form

« The pattern in this lesson is B vs M (gap from vs starting point). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FRBERFMIE.
xué xido li wo jia hen jin
Word guide: 28 — school; B — from; & — my; ¢ — home; ff — very; I — close.

B Read examples in context

RAILHOE.

wo cong Béi jing ldi

Word guide: F& — I; M — from; JtEL — Beijing; 3k — come.

« In the opening example, 2R BRFMIE; BRAFKHE. :

while M marks the journey’s origin.

B marks the separation,

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o M also introduces starting times such as M 5.5 .
o A phrase expressing closeness does not by itself report movement.

B Use the distinction
o % marks the separation, while M\ marks the journey’s origin.

« M also introduces starting times such as M F.Z|Hfi. A phrase expressing closeness
does not by itself report movement.

B Try it with help closed

A school is close to your home, and your journey begins at home. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: 1 B ZMRIT: FMFEH K.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o M also introduces starting times such as M F-ZI|[if.

o A phrase expressing closeness does not by itself report movement.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



Comparing similar functions
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Jm vs #i¢ (instead vs on the contrary)

B A reversal differs from a contrasting proposition

e An explanation was expected to help but instead made things less clear.

. BFEE, REMEM®KRT. — [ marks a result opposite to the expected im-

provement.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is JZJij vs #§% (instead vs on the contrary). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WRTMEET .

bing fan ér géeng zhong le

Word guide: #§ — illness; JZIfii — instead; § — more; H — serious.

B Read examples in context

i, REE.

xiang fan wo tong yi

Word guide: 5z — on the contrary; 3 — I; [F] & — agree.

« In the opening example, fBRE)G, RIIMEBIL T . : [ marks a result opposite
to the expected improvement.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o M/ can open a contrasting statement or describe opposite properties.
o In this frame S]] modifies the predicate, rather than merely naming any difference.

B Use the distinction

o JZ]M marks a result opposite to the expected improvement.

o FJZ can open a contrasting statement or describe opposite properties. In this
frame J[f] modifies the predicate, rather than merely naming any difference.

B Try it with help closed

An explanation was expected to help but instead made things less clear. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: iR )5, M EME T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o FHJ% can open a contrasting statement or describe opposite properties.

 In this frame JZ [T modifies the predicate, rather than merely naming any differ-
ence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

BE vs HE vs —5E (sure / certain)

B Confidence differs from confirming a detail

o A friend predicts an arrival, while you have not confirmed the time.

o f—ELR; RIBEHERE ., — — & expresses a confident prediction and 5

refers to confirming the time.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is HE vs #E vs —5E (sure / certain). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fb—E LK
ta yi ding hus ldi
Word guide: fii — he; —7% — certainly; 2 — will; & — come.

B Read examples in context

RIEEBAE .

wo hdi méi que ding

Word guide: F — I; if — yet; 3% — not; #iF — confirm.

« In the opening example, fi—E &K ; BRIABEH ERFE . : —E expresses a confident
prediction and #fj5g refers to confirming the time.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



B Know the boundary
o B can also express confidence, and it has verb uses such as 5 & ¥ 55.

o Word class depends on the construction; confident wording is not proof of the
future.

B Use the distinction

o —7F expresses a confident prediction and #fj5g refers to confirming the time.

o B can also express confidence, and it has verb uses such as & il 4. Word
class depends on the construction; confident wording is not proof of the future.

B Try it with help closed

A friend predicts an arrival, while you have not confirmed the time. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: fih—5E 234 Tl % & A

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o B can also express confidence, and it has verb uses such as 15 %€ il 55.

o Word class depends on the construction; confident wording is not proof of the
future.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

BEE vs G3& (to suit vs suitable)
B Use the object with the right suitable-word

e A job suits someone’s abilities.
o IANATHYEESBWR. — 6 takes { as its object in the suitability relation.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is EE vs Fi& (to suit vs suitable). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

A TAEERR.
zhé ge gong zuo shi hé ni
Word guide: iX — this; 4~ — (measure word); T{F — job; & — suit; {R — you.

B Read examples in context

XM REE.

zhé ge jia gé hén hé shi

Word guide: iX — this; 4~ — (measure word); 4% — price; f& — very; £ri& — suitable.

e In the opening example, XA TAEEHR. : i&H takes /R as its object in the
suitability relation.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o £if instead functions as an adjective, as in XHRIR & 15E.
e Shared meaning does not allow the same word order everywhere.

B Use the distinction

o J#if takes fR as its object in the suitability relation.
o £yifi instead functions as an adjective, as in Xf/RfR G .
not allow the same word order everywhere.

Shared meaning does

B Try it with help closed

A job suits someone’s abilities. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: %4~ T AE&E &R

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o {£yif instead functions as an adjective, as in XJ/R{R & if.

e Shared meaning does not allow the same word order everywhere.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.




Comparing similar time words
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

PAJG vs BB (after vs when)

B After an event differs from during it

¢ You leave when class has finished.
o T%D)Uﬁ‘, EEIZE. — PLT locates the going home after the class ends.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is PAJ§ vs HJBJE (after vs when). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

THRWNE, REZXK.
xia ke yr hou wo hut jia
Word guide: [ifft — finish class; PAJi — after; & — I; [[]5% — go home.

B Read examples in context

WEARIEHR, BIDEE .

chy fan de shi hou bié shuo hua

Word guide: Pz — eat; BB — when; %I — don’t; i35 — talk.

« In the opening example, F¥RPASG, BEIFK. : PAJT locates the going home after
the class ends.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o FiRAYIHEE instead locates an action during class.

o The relation comes from the chosen event; [ can refer to an event moment
as well as an extended activity.

B Use the distinction

e PLJ5 locates the going home after the class ends.

o PIAIEI{E instead locates an action during class. The relation comes from the
chosen event; f{JHf{E can refer to an event moment as well as an extended activity.

B Try it with help closed

You leave when class has finished. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: iPAG, TR,

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o [IRAYIEE instead locates an action during class.

o The relation comes from the chosen event; FJH{# can refer to an event moment
as well as an extended activity.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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