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Adjectives
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

4= + Noun (the whole / all of)

B One word that gathers the whole group
« The photo from your class trip arrives. Everyone is in it: £ ERFE, — the
whole class is in the photo. 4 gathers every member of the group into one word.

o Today you will say the whole about families, classes, companies and years —
and you will learn where 4= stops, because it does not mean “every”.

LR A B
quan ban dou zai zhaopian i

Word guide: 4¥F — the whole class; # — all; ¥£ — be in/at; & F- — photo; B — inside.

B Build the form
o The pattern is & + noun, usually followed by #8 + verb: &3t + &8 + {EH A
H. The #B marks that the verb covers the whole gathered group.

e More groups: £% the whole family, £ the whole country, £&4E the whole year,
&8 the whole school. The noun after 4> names the container; 4 fills it.

SERMMAEE .

qudan nidn women dou zdai shixi

Word guide: 44F — the whole year; 34T — we; # — all; ££ — at; 5£3J — do internships.
B Read it in real situations

o EFHRHK T . — the whole family came (the family we are talking about).

o XFNTIEFEAF N . — this company hires all year round.

o LEERE L T, — the whole class passed the exam. T to pass; iz exam.
EIERES T %

quan ban dou tongguo le kdaoshi
Word guide: 4¥F — the whole class; #f — all; ## 1 — pass; i — exam.

B 4 is not &, and not every

« £ + noun gathers one bounded group: 4>% = the whole of this family. 4&
+ noun distributes over individuals: & EEHE Z IR — every family loves
taking photos (each one, separately). A bounded whole and a universal “every”
are different claims.
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o The classic mistake: 4 FHAREWIXNE)T . does not mean “all families like this
restaurant” — it says our/the family does. For a universal claim you want I or
A TEREE -

o Near-correct check: 44F vs £4F. HHAE T1E = working the whole year
through; £:4E#K = comes every year. Pick the one that matches your meaning.

B Use it yourself

o Say it about your life: your family, your class, your city. % .., {1t .., &
¥§ ... — one true sentence each, out loud or written down.

o Compare £ZFFR7T and £FHRFE T : both can be grammatical. Adding Hf explic-
itly emphasises that every family member came; it is common in this pattern, but
not compulsory.

B New context, same decision

o A shop sign: 4=372FAft — the whole store at half price (37 here is the venue). A
weather report: iAW — rain across the whole city. Same 4%, new containers;
check each group is one bounded whole.

o Tomorrow, before you reopen this page: say “my whole family came” and “every
family” aloud. If the two come out identical, redo the contrast step — that difference
is the lesson.

e 4 + noun gathers one bounded group (4%, ©¥f, 4[H); & commonly emphasises

that every member is included; it is not compulsory. For “every”, use &} /ff —
LFHERHK T is about this family, not all families.

B Try it with help closed

Recall the situation: One word that gathers the whole group. Decide what the
speaker wanted to communicate. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: 2HIENEE ) H .,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e 4 -+ noun gathers one bounded group: 4% = the whole of this family. 4
+ noun distributes over individuals: FPFEIEAZ A — every family loves
taking photos (each one, separately). A bounded whole and a universal “every”
are different claims.

o The classic mistake: 4 ZKEZYIXNET . does not mean “all families like this
restaurant” — it says our/the family does. For a universal claim you want Ff4

or B4 FrAKKE ..

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Adj + BT (extremely ...)

B Recognise an expressive complaint

o After a long walk, a friend exaggerates their tiredness.
e REJT. - The speaker means extremely tired in this conversational context.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Adj + #&T (extremely ...). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RIBFET -
wo e st le

Word guide: 3¢ — I; % — hungry; % — to death.

B Read examples in context
SRPFLT!
jin tian re st le
Word guide: 4K — today; # — hot; Jt — to death.
 In the opening example, FEFET . : The speaker means extremely tired in this
conversational context.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o This use is hyperbole.

o St can be literal in other contexts, so do not decide meaning from the characters
alone.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker means extremely tired in this conversational context.

o This use is hyperbole. #F can be literal in other contexts, so do not decide meaning
from the characters alone.
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HSK 4 ¢ 1 Adjectives

B Try it with help closed

After a long walk, a friend exaggerates their tiredness. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: FL 24T .

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
This use is hyperbole.

Bt can be literal in other contexts, so do not decide meaning from the characters
alone.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



Adverbs
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

A% (almost / about the same)

B Approximate rather than identify exactly

o Two boxes look similar in size, without a precise measurement.

o XPINEARL. — The speaker judges the two as about the same.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Z/AR% (almost / about the same). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RREIZAZT .
shi jian cha bu duo le
Word guide: H}[A] — time; 2242 — almost.

B Read examples in context

RXHNERE

zhe liang ge cha bu duo
Word guide: X — these; P — two; > — (measure word); ZZAZ — about the same.

o In the opening example, XPAEARZL . : The speaker judges the two as about
the same.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o £ A% allows a small difference.
o It does not assert exact equality or supply a numerical tolerance.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker judges the two as about the same.

o £ A% allows a small difference. It does not assert exact equality or supply a
numerical tolerance.
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B Try it with help closed

Two boxes look similar in size, without a precise measurement. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: X NERE .,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o A% allows a small difference.

o It does not assert exact equality or supply a numerical tolerance.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Ek (it seems / in one’s view)

B An inference can still be wrong

o Dark clouds lead you to expect rain.

« BRETFMT. — A3k marks the rain prediction as an inference.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is FH¥ (it seems / in one’s view). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BERETWT .
kan ldi yao xia yu le

Word guide: FH3¥ — it seems; F — going to; Y — rain.

B Read examples in context

TERER, MR,

zat wo kan ldi ta shi dui de

Word guide: £ — in; & — my; &3 — view; fl — he; & — is; X} — right.

 In the opening example, ERE TR I . : &K marks the rain prediction as an
inference.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o The speaker has a basis for the judgment.
o The wording itself does not guarantee that rain will occur.

B Use the distinction

o 3K marks the rain prediction as an inference.

o The speaker has a basis for the judgment. The wording itself does not guarantee
that rain will occur.

B Try it with help closed

Dark clouds lead you to expect rain. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: HX RN 1 »

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The speaker has a basis for the judgment.

e The wording itself does not guarantee that rain will occur.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

IEHF (just right / exactly)

B An exact amount need not be lucky

o The bill totals exactly one hundred yuan.
o« —IIEHF—F M, — IEfF states an exact match to the amount here.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is IE¥f (just right / exactly). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PRFRAFIESF
ni ldi de zhéng hdo
Word guide: #R — you; & — come; 15 — (degree); IE4F — just right.

B Read examples in context

—REF—HR,
yi gong zheng hao yi bai kuai
Word guide: —3t — in total; 1E % — exactly; —T — one hundred; 3 — yuan.
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o In the opening example, —3LIEIF—HB, : 1FF states an exact match to the
amount here.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o IE¥F can also mean timely or coincidental.
o A precise total does not automatically describe good luck.

B Use the distinction

o 1F#f states an exact match to the amount here.

e IE¥F can also mean timely or coincidental. A precise total does not automatically
describe good luck.

B Try it with help closed

The bill totals exactly one hundred yuan. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: —ILFEiHF—F b,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 1% can also mean timely or coincidental.

o A precise total does not automatically describe good luck.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

H#F (have no choice but to)

B Accept the remaining option

o Tickets are sold out, leaving you to return home.
o WA, HIFMZE. — The speaker accepts returning home as the available fallback.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is H3#F (have no choice but to). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BAE, RFEZK.
méi you piao zhi hao hui jia
Word guide: 74 — there’s no; 2 — ticket; H ¥ — have to; [B]% — go home.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, ¥ H =, HIFEIZ ., : The speaker accepts returning home
as the available fallback.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o M4 highlights a constrained choice.
o NNEA may also fit a necessity context; the meanings are not mutually exclusive.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker accepts returning home as the available fallback.

o H#F highlights a constrained choice. A5 A may also fit a necessity context; the
meanings are not mutually exclusive.

B Try it with help closed

Tickets are sold out, leaving you to return home. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: A2, Hif[H 5,
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o HUF highlights a constrained choice.

o AEA may also fit a necessity context; the meanings are not mutually exclusive.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

X + A / % (emphatic negation)

B Push back on an assumption

» Someone treats you as incapable of deciding for yourself.
o BRYAR/IPFE. — X reinforces the rejection of being treated as a child.

® Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is X + A / ¥ (emphatic negation). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RXAR/PE -
wo you bu shi xido hdi
Word guide: 3% — I; X — (emphatic); /AN — not; s& — am; /NZ — child.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, XA R/PNFE. : X reinforces the rejection of being
treated as a child.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o This is the emphatic use of X.

o Other ¥ -negative combinations can describe repetition, so read the intended atti-
tude in context.

B Use the distinction

o X reinforces the rejection of being treated as a child.

o This is the emphatic use of . Other ¥ -negative combinations can describe rep-
etition, so read the intended attitude in context.

B Try it with help closed

Someone treats you as incapable of deciding for yourself. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: & X A2/ % .

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
This is the emphatic use of ¥.

Other ¥ -negative combinations can describe repetition, so read the intended
attitude in context.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

A] 4+ Adj (emphatic)

B Emphasise a firm refusal

o Friends ask you to join an outing, and you refuse firmly.
« ®AIAZEX. - 7] adds emphasis to the negative decision.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is H] + Adj (emphatic). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.
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SKRAET!
jin tian ké léng le
Word guide: 4K — today; 1] — really; ¥ — cold.
B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, A AZ. : 7] adds emphasis to the negative decision.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o This use differs from 7] as a short contrast connector.
o It does not add permission or ability to the sentence.

B Use the distinction

o A adds emphasis to the negative decision.

o This use differs from 1] as a short contrast connector. It does not add permission
or ability to the sentence.

B Try it with help closed

Friends ask you to join an outing, and you refuse firmly. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: F¢1[ A2,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This use differs from B] as a short contrast connector.

e It does not add permission or ability to the sentence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

JE3E (so it turns out / all along)

B New information explains what you missed

e You find a friend in a room after looking elsewhere.
o JFRARAEIXIL. — The speaker has just realised where the friend is.

B Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is JA3 (so it turns out / all along). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.
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JFORARFEX Lo
yudn lai ni zai zher
Word guide: JFE3¥ — so it turns out; f& — you; £ — are; X JL. — here.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, JERHRIEX JL. : The speaker has just realised where the
friend is.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o JE can also describe an earlier state, as in JE AT 7EixX H.
o Not every use is a sudden discovery.

B Use the distinction
o The speaker has just realised where the friend is.

e JE3K can also describe an earlier state, as in JE KA EFEX H. Not every use is a
sudden discovery.

B Try it with help closed

You find a friend in a room after looking elsewhere. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: J7E/R7EX L.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Jfi3k can also describe an earlier state, as in JJRAE1FX H.

o Not every use is a sudden discovery.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Z = (almost / nearly)

B An almost-event has not quite occurred

e You arrive just before the bell after a hurried journey.
o RELIRF|. — The speaker came close to being late but avoided it here.
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B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Z & (almost / nearly). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RERBI.
wo cha didn chi dao
Word guide: & — I; 2245 — almost; IR %] — late.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, EXIRP|. : The speaker came close to being late but
avoided it here.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o #:35 also works with desirable events, as in 22550 T .

AAMY

o Z % is sensitive to the verb and context; learn the whole sentence rather than
cancelling negatives mechanically.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker came close to being late but avoided it here.

o # )5 also works with desirable events, as in Z 55 1. Z= A% is sensitive to
the verb and context; learn the whole sentence rather than cancelling negatives
mechanically.

B Try it with help closed

You arrive just before the bell after a hurried journey. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: #7258,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o #15 also works with desirable events, as in 2= &5 1.

o #1574 is sensitive to the verb and context; learn the whole sentence rather than

cancelling negatives mechanically.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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ME + & / # (never)

B A habit differs from an experience

e You describe your normal punctual behaviour.
o BMFKAIRE|, — The speaker claims never being late within the relevant period.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is M3 + A / ¥ (never). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RARARE .
wo cong lar bu chi dao
Word guide: 3¢ — I; M — never; N — not; iR%| — be late.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, M FEARIRP]., : The speaker claims never being late
within the relevant period.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o MKV F1d instead denies an experience.

o MK can also occur positively, as in MR AN, and need not describe an entire
lifetime literally.

B Use the distinction
o The speaker claims never being late within the relevant period.

o MWt instead denies an experience. M can also occur positively, as in M
SFnt, and need not describe an entire lifetime literally.
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B Try it with help closed

You describe your normal punctual behaviour. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: FM FAIRE,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o MK 21T instead denies an experience.

e MK can also occur positively, as in M UMM, and need not describe an entire
lifetime literally.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

R (as a result / in the end)

B Report the outcome of an earlier action

o A student did not revise and then received a poor result.

o fBEES, EREBME, - 45 introduces the outcome in the narrative.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is £58 (as a result / in the end). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

&I, LRERMBE.

ta méi fu i jié gquo kdo de hén cha

Word guide: ftfi — he; % — didn’t; &> — revise; 458 — as a result; % — exam; 15 —
(degree); IR — very; 2= — badly.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, f¥&E M, FREBHBME. : 458 introduces the outcome

in the narrative.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o #zEH may also introduce a favourable or expected outcome.
o It does not by itself prove that the earlier event was the sole cause.
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B Use the distinction

o ZEH introduces the outcome in the narrative.

o Z5H may also introduce a favourable or expected outcome. It does not by itself
prove that the earlier event was the sole cause.

B Try it with help closed

A student did not revise and then received a poor result. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: {5 >, iR EZEFEE,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o ZzEHL may also introduce a favourable or expected outcome.

o It does not by itself prove that the earlier event was the sole cause.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

#% (enough / sufficient)

B Enough requires a purpose

o A room fits everyone invited to a meeting.
o XAENEIEE K. — The room is sufficiently large for the relevant need.

® Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is # (enough / sufficient). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BT .
shi jian gou le

Word guide: Bf[d] — time; % — enough.

B Read examples in context

XA BB K.

zhé ge fang jian gou da

Word guide: iX — this; /|~ — (measure word); J5[f] — room; % — enough; K — big.

o In the opening example, XA JFEEE K. : The room is sufficiently large for the
relevant need.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

e The requirement comes from context.

o %K does not mean the room is the largest available or large enough for every
possible group.

B Use the distinction

e The room is sufficiently large for the relevant need.

o The requirement comes from context. %K does not mean the room is the largest
available or large enough for every possible group.

B Try it with help closed

A room fits everyone invited to a meeting. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: X4~ F[E1% K.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The requirement comes from context.

o %K does not mean the room is the largest available or large enough for every
possible group.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

HEZ (even / to the point that)

B Choose the striking extra case

« Someone is so busy that even meals are difficult to fit in.

o MR, EEBBHEEAR. — % makes the lack of mealtime a striking additional

point.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is FZ (even / to the point that). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

i, EZEBERENZR.

ta hén mdng shen zhi méi shi jian chi fan

Word guide: fifi — he; /& — very; |1 — busy; # & — even; % — don’t have; B[a] — time;
WA — eat.

HSK 4 « 2 Adverbs @



B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, BRI, HEEZ BB HEIZMW. : £ £ makes the lack of
mealtime a striking additional point.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e The scale comes from the context.
o A striking example is not necessarily the mathematically greatest possible case.

B Use the distinction

o % makes the lack of mealtime a striking additional point.

o The scale comes from the context. A striking example is not necessarily the math-
ematically greatest possible case.

B Try it with help closed

Someone is so busy that even meals are difficult to fit in. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: ffR4r:, # & &HHEIZIR.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The scale comes from the context.

o A striking example is not necessarily the mathematically greatest possible case.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

# & + Verb (had better)

B Settle on a preferred action

o After discussing options, a group decides leaving is better.
o BRITARRERE, — i£2 recommends leaving after weighing the options.

B Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is & + Verb (had better). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

AL RENE .

wo men hai shi zou ba
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Word guide: FA] — we; i & — had better; & — go.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, BATEREMR, : 42 recommends leaving after weighing
the options.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e This is the recommendation use.
e iAJ2 can also join alternatives in a question or describe something continuing.

B Use the distinction

e ifJE recommends leaving after weighing the options.

o This is the recommendation use. #f4& can also join alternatives in a question or
describe something continuing.

B Try it with help closed

After discussing options, a group decides leaving is better. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: Ff iR &EMT.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e This is the recommendation use.

o i/ can also join alternatives in a question or describe something continuing.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B (had best / it’s best to)

B Advice takes its tone from context

o A friend recommends an early night before a busy day.
o WREIFE . — ¢l presents sleeping early as the preferred course.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is #3F (had best / it’s best to). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.
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WRB ST R B
ni zul hdao zdo dian shui
Word guide: 4} — you; ¥ — had best; F./5 — earlier; i — sleep.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, R IFE L. : f I presents sleeping early as the
preferred course.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o Tone can make flf friendly advice or a warning.

o It does not always imply a threat or rank as stronger than every if4& suggestion.

B Use the distinction

o gl presents sleeping early as the preferred course.

o Tone can make fx#f friendly advice or a warning. It does not always imply a threat
or rank as stronger than every if4& suggestion.

B Try it with help closed

A friend recommends an early night before a busy day. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: {/R& 5.5 E .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Tone can make flf friendly advice or a warning.

o It does not always imply a threat or rank as stronger than every iA 42 suggestion.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

ABAR (have no choice but to)

B Explain the pressure behind necessity

o A last bus is departing, so you must leave now.
o BRABAFET . — The speaker presents leaving as compelled by the circumstances.
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B Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is 484 (have no choice but to). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.
e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RABAET .
wo bu dé bu zou le
Word guide: F — I; A5 A — have to; 5£ — leave.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, BABAFE T .: The speaker presents leaving as compelled
by the circumstances.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o A5 highlights necessity rather than a freely chosen preference.

o HF can overlap while foregrounding a fallback; neither word guarantees an objec-
tively unique option.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker presents leaving as compelled by the circumstances.

o A5 highlights necessity rather than a freely chosen preference. H#F can over-
lap while foregrounding a fallback; neither word guarantees an objectively unique
option.

B Try it with help closed

A last bus is departing, so you must leave now. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FAEANET .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o AN highlights necessity rather than a freely chosen preference.

o H ¥ can overlap while foregrounding a fallback; neither word guarantees an
objectively unique option.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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FJiE (on earth / after all)

B Ask for a settled answer

o Someone has repeatedly avoided saying whether they will attend.
o« HRIEFEAZET? — F|JiE presses for a definite answer to the attendance question.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is F|Ji§ (on earth / after all). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HRRBEAET?

ni dao dv xiang qu bu qu

Word guide: #R — you; #|Ji§ — on earth; 8 — want; % — go; AN — not; & — go.
B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, #RBJREARZE? : F|JI§ presses for a definite answer to the
attendance question.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o This can sound impatient or simply seek clarification.
o ZF|Ji§ also has a statement use meaning after all, so it is not restricted to questions.

B Use the distinction

o ZFI|JiX presses for a definite answer to the attendance question.

e This can sound impatient or simply seek clarification. #|JiE also has a statement
use meaning after all, so it is not restricted to questions.
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B Try it with help closed

Someone has repeatedly avoided saying whether they will attend. Close the exam-
ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English
what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail
and try again.

One possible response: {R2|JEFEAE?

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This can sound impatient or simply seek clarification.

o ZI|JiE also has a statement use meaning after all, so it is not restricted to questions.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

RE (exactly / on earth)

B Investigate exactly what happened

o A confusing event needs a clear explanation.
s XREREBAMIE? — 37 focuses attention on the precise explanation.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is 4¢3, (exactly / on earth). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XEFEREAEE?

zhe jiu jing shi zén me hui shi

Word guide: X — this; 5% — exactly; && — is; /E4 — how; [1]ZF — matter.
B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, XK R EABFE?: 7% focuses attention on the precise
explanation.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e 3¢ and #|JIE overlap in questions, with register preferences.
o Shared meanings do not make every use of the two interchangeable.
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B Use the distinction

o %¢%i focuses attention on the precise explanation.

e 5% and #|JiE overlap in questions, with register preferences. Shared meanings do

not make every use of the two interchangeable.

B Try it with help closed

A confusing event needs a clear explanation. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: X775 42 E 4 [0 557

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 5% and F|JIE overlap in questions, with register preferences.

e Shared meanings do not make every use of the two interchangeable.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

M| + Verb (just did)

B Recent is relative to a reference point

o A friend asks when you arrived; it was only a moment ago.
o BMIB]., -~ Wl places arrival shortly before the relevant reference time.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ] + Verb (just did). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

e IE N

wo gang dao

Word guide: 3¢ — I; K| — just; #| — arrive.
B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, FMIB], : W places arrival shortly before the relevant
reference time.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

e The interval depends on context.
e 1 is not compulsory, but F|3L T —2445 is natural; avoid a blanket ban on T .

B Use the distinction
« [ places arrival shortly before the relevant reference time.

o The interval depends on context. T is not compulsory, but K| T —A&K is
natural; avoid a blanket ban on T .

B Try it with help closed

A friend asks when you arrived; it was only a moment ago. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: &Nl

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The interval depends on context.

e T is not compulsory, but N|3E T —7~43 is natural; avoid a blanket ban on 7.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

— + MW + — 4+ MW (one by one)

B Spread an action across individual units

o Students enter through a narrow door separately.

o ZpHE—A—APER., — The students enter one by one.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is — + MW + — 4+ MW (one by one). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

S — AR .
zué sheng yi ge yi ge jin lai
Word guide: 24 — students; —4~ — one; —~ — one; #F3 — come in.
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B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, 24 —A~—APEFK . : The students enter one by one.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o The repeated measure phrase shows distribution or progression.
o It does not specify the exact time between entries.

B Use the distinction
o The students enter one by one.

o The repeated measure phrase shows distribution or progression. It does not specify
the exact time between entries.

B Try it with help closed

Students enter through a narrow door separately. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: 24 —A4~— -3k,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The repeated measure phrase shows distribution or progression.

o It does not specify the exact time between entries.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Z3k (originally / at first)

B Recover the earlier plan

e You intended to go, but your plan later changed.
o BAFAEE, JFREE. — 43 introduces the original intention against the later

outcome.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is %3 (originally / at first). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RAEREE.
wo bén ldi xidng qu
Word guide: & — I; A3k — originally; 28 — want; % — go.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, AFHE I, FREFE., : 4% introduces the original
intention against the later outcome.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e 73 can also emphasise an inherent situation, as in 453 ylAR fj B
o A later change is not required in every use.

B Use the distinction

o 73 introduces the original intention against the later outcome.

o 73K can also emphasise an inherent situation, as in AN AR A EL. A later change
is not required in every use.

B Try it with help closed

You intended to go, but your plan later changed. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FxA KL J53k¥EEE,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o 73K can also emphasise an inherent situation, as in 2 pAR fij 5.

o A later change is not required in every use.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Bt (only / just — small quantity)

B Emphasise the limited amount

e Only one friend remains in a room.
o BRfB— A~ A. — Bl emphasises that the group is limited to this person.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is B{ (only / just — small quantity). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BA— A
jiu ta yi ge rén
Word guide: #f — only; fifi — him; — — one; |~ A\ — person.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, Bifti— 4~ A, : 5l emphasises that the group is limited to
this person.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

3 has several functions outside this quantity reading.
o The sentence identifies the small set rather than sequencing an action.

B Use the distinction

4l emphasises that the group is limited to this person.

3 has several functions outside this quantity reading. The sentence identifies the
small set rather than sequencing an action.

B Try it with help closed

Only one friend remains in a room. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: Hfth—4~ A

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

4l has several functions outside this quantity reading.

o The sentence identifies the small set rather than sequencing an action.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

T (be sure to / whatever you do)

B Give an emphatic reminder

o A departure time matters and you urge a friend to be punctual.
o THHIERS|. — T/ strongly stresses the instruction not to be late.

® Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is FJj (be sure to / whatever you do). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

T AR !
ni qian wan bié chi dao

Word guide: #i — you; T Ji — be sure; %l — don’t; IR%| — be late.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, FHHERB]. : T/ strongly stresses the instruction not
to be late.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

It also appears in positive requests such as 7 2043
e In this use it is an intensifier, not the literal number ten million.

B Use the distinction

o T J7 strongly stresses the instruction not to be late.

o It also appears in positive requests such as T J7 224, In this use it is an
intensifier, not the literal number ten million.

B Try it with help closed

A departure time matters and you urge a friend to be punctual. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: T J7 jlliR 3,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

It also appears in positive requests such as T J7 5043

e In this use it is an intensifier, not the literal number ten million.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

g (I’'m afraid / probably)

B A concerned estimate is still an estimate

o Travel is taking longer than expected and the deadline is near.

o BEART . — The speaker cautiously expects that there may not be enough
time.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is ¥ (I’'m afraid / probably). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BHRART
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kong pa ldi bu ji le
Word guide: R4 — I'm afraid; 34 & — not in time.

B Read examples in context
e In the opening example, TXHARA R T . : The speaker cautiously expects that
there may not be enough time.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o RV often introduces an unwelcome estimate, but can also express a tentative
evaluation.

o It neither proves the result nor requires literal terror.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker cautiously expects that there may not be enough time.

o RYF often introduces an unwelcome estimate, but can also express a tentative
evaluation. It neither proves the result nor requires literal terror.

B Try it with help closed

Travel is taking longer than expected and the deadline is near. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: ZU AT »

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o RV often introduces an unwelcome estimate, but can also express a tentative
evaluation.

o It neither proves the result nor requires literal terror.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B (actually / unexpectedly)

B The unexpected outcome may be good

o A learner unexpectedly wins a competition.
o BERFT . — =4k presents the win as surprising to the speaker.
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B Build the form
o« The pattern in this lesson is B4R (actually / unexpectedly). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

ERET .
ta jing rdn wang le
Word guide: fth — he; T4k — actually; & — forget.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, MEERBRT - : =4k presents the win as surprising to the
speaker.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e Surprise can concern welcome or unwelcome events.

o JEZK often overlaps; neither word is restricted to bad news.

B Use the distinction

o F IR presents the win as surprising to the speaker.

e Surprise can concern welcome or unwelcome events. &SR often overlaps; neither
word is restricted to bad news.

B Try it with help closed

A learner unexpectedly wins a competition. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: =X 1 -

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Surprise can concern welcome or unwelcome events.

o JEZK often overlaps; neither word is restricted to bad news.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

YEjH (rhetorical: don’t tell me ...7)

B Read the implied answer from the question

e Someone doubts a claim and asks whether it is possible.

o MEXEEME? - The speaker challenges the claim’s plausibility.
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B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is Y8 (rhetorical: don’t tell me ...7). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

MEERS T E?
nan dao ni wang le ma
Word guide: #EiE — don’t tell me; R — you; & — forget.

B Read examples in context

 In the opening example, ¥EEIX B ERME? : The speaker challenges the claim’s
plausibility.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The implied answer depends on the proposition and context.

o MEIHAVRAAE N often suggests that you do want to go, so the expected response
is not always no.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker challenges the claim’s plausibility.

e The implied answer depends on the proposition and context. & /R A AH 201G,
often suggests that you do want to go, so the expected response is not always no.

B Try it with help closed

Someone doubts a claim and asks whether it is possible. Close the examples. Say

a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: YEiE X & ELIE?

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The implied answer depends on the proposition and context.

o MEIEARANAHZNY often suggests that you do want to go, so the expected response
is not always no.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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% ... , B ... (first ..., then ...)

B A proposed sequence is not a completed history

» You suggest eating before watching a film.
o SENZMR, HEWE. — The proposed order is eating followed by the film.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 4 ... , B ... (first ..., then ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

K2R, HEHRE.
xian chi fan zai kan dian ying
Word guide: 4 — first; W24 — eat; F — then; & — watch; 5 — movie.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, JEIZAR , B B . . The proposed order is eating followed

by the film.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e 4 marks the subsequent step here.
o The sentence alone does not report that either action has already occurred.

B Use the distinction

o The proposed order is eating followed by the film.

e 1 marks the subsequent step here. The sentence alone does not report that either
action has already occurred.

B Try it with help closed

You suggest eating before watching a film. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: Jelzik, FHEHE .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e - marks the subsequent step here.

o The sentence alone does not report that either action has already occurred.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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#H#F (also all of them)

B Find which group all refers to

o One group has arrived, and every member of a second group arrives too.

o fBfIHERT . — th adds the second group’s arrival, while f includes all members
of that group.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is ##F (also all of them). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HeAIEERR T .

ta men yé dou ldi le

Word guide: ft{] — they; t — also; #F — all; 3¢ — come.
B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, fBfTTHERF T . : th adds the second group’s arrival, while
#F includes all members of that group.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o AL is the ordinary order in this sentence.
o Other discourse structures can use #f and # differently, so avoid a universal ban

on every #tH sequence.

B Use the distinction

o 1 adds the second group’s arrival, while #J5 includes all members of that group.

o HH#D is the ordinary order in this sentence. Other discourse structures can use #p
and 4 differently, so avoid a universal ban on every it sequence.
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B Try it with help closed

One group has arrived, and every member of a second group arrives too. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: fitfiJHEE T .

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
HR is the ordinary order in this sentence.

Other discourse structures can use # and tH, differently, so avoid a universal ban
on every #{tH sequence.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Adverbs with adjectives
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

# + Adj + B (quite / rather)

B A common ending is not compulsory

* You give a casual positive evaluation of a dish.
o XAKRIFEH . — 1 intensifies the pleasant taste in an everyday comment.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is # + Adj + B (quite / rather). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

AR IZH -

zhe ge cai ting hao chi de
Word guide: X — this; /|~ — (measure word); 3¢ — dish; #£ — quite; IflZ — tasty.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, IEXASEFEFIZH . : fif intensifies the pleasant taste in an
everyday comment.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e [# is common in & ... ) but can be omitted, as in #E4f or FEH = E.
o The word does not guarantee a warm or positive evaluation in every context.

B Use the distinction

o #if intensifies the pleasant taste in an everyday comment.

e [ is common in #E .. ) but can be omitted, as in ¥ or #EH = E. The word
does not guarantee a warm or positive evaluation in every context.
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B Try it with help closed

You give a casual positive evaluation of a dish. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: X SEHEEFNZHY o

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e [ is common in #£ .. {J but can be omitted, as in $#E4f or EF = .

o The word does not guarantee a warm or positive evaluation in every context.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Auxiliary words
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Noun, Noun + 14K (...and so on)

B Leave a casual list open

e You plan to buy fruit, snacks and similar items.

o LEKR.BEMFAH. 41 leaves the list conversational and non-exhaustive.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Noun, Noun + fAH (..and so on). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

KR, BERALK.

shui guo ling shi shén me de
Word guide: /K3 — fruit; £ — snacks; 4K — and so on.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, LEKE. BEAALH. : 41 leaves the list conver-

sational and non-exhaustive.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The phrase does not ask what the items are.
o Use an explicit list if exact completeness matters.

B Use the distinction

o fH4 1 leaves the list conversational and non-exhaustive.

e The phrase does not ask what the items are. Use an explicit list if exact complete-
ness maftters.

HSK 4 ¢ 4 Auxiliary words @



B Try it with help closed

You plan to buy fruit, snacks and similar items. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: K fi/kH . EEMHAH.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The phrase does not ask what the items are.

o Use an explicit list if exact completeness matters.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

. &/ HEE (etc.)

B Examples need not exhaust a category

o A list gives apples and bananas as examples of fruit.
o B FELKR. % links the examples to the broader fruit category.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is ... ¢ / Z£%& (etc.). Locate it in the original interlinear
examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

¥R, FREKR,
ping guo xiang jiao déng shui guo
Word guide: S5 — apple; #F%E — banana; 4§ — etc.; /K3 — fruit.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, SR, FHEELKE ., . ¢ links the examples to the broader

fruit category.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

® Know the boundary
o This list is not necessarily complete.

o ZF can also close an explicit enumerated set, so the surrounding wording determines
the scope.
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B Use the distinction

o Z£ links the examples to the broader fruit category.

o This list is not necessarily complete. %% can also close an explicit enumerated set,
so the surrounding wording determines the scope.

B Try it with help closed

A list gives apples and bananas as examples of fruit. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: S, FHFEEZE KR,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This list is not necessarily complete.

o ZE can also close an explicit enumerated set, so the surrounding wording deter-
mines the scope.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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Conjunctions
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

A1t (a softer “but”)

B A qualification can change a purchase decision

e An item is good but costs more than you want.

o KV, AEFEEAR. — Aid introduces the price qualification to the positive

assessment.

B Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is A3 (a softer “but”). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RUEARGE, A EERR.
dong i bt cuo bi guo you didn gqui
Word guide: Z5P4 — the thing; A4 — nice; A4 — but; G 15 — a bit; ¥ — expensive.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, REALRLE, AdHF HH. : Al introduces the price

qualification to the positive assessment.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o i is often conversational, but its force depends on the argument and tone.
o It is not always weaker than {H/& in every situation.

B Use the distinction

e A3 introduces the price qualification to the positive assessment.

o i is often conversational, but its force depends on the argument and tone. It is
not always weaker than {H2 in every situation.
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B Try it with help closed

An item is good but costs more than you want. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: P AAE, ANilAH EH .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o /it is often conversational, but its force depends on the argument and tone.
o It is not always weaker than {H2 in every situation.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

F R (thereupon / and so)

B An event leads to a reaction

« Rain starts and a group responds by returning home.

e TWT, TRBMEIAET. — T2 connects the rain to the subsequent response.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is FJ& (thereupon / and so). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

THT, FREMEZKT .
xid yu le yi she wo men hui jia le
Word guide: N[y — rain; & — and so; ] — we; M5 — go home.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, FW T, FTRBAIBIET . : T2 connects the rain to

the subsequent response.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

® Know the boundary

o It often advances a narrative, while ffPA commonly expresses a conclusion.
o These functions overlap; F-J& is more than a purely chronological then.
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B Use the distinction

o TJ& connects the rain to the subsequent response.

o It often advances a narrative, while fifPA commonly expresses a conclusion. These
functions overlap; “F4& is more than a purely chronological then.

B Try it with help closed

Rain starts and a group responds by returning home. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: 7T, TRFEINIHET.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o It often advances a narrative, while flfPA commonly expresses a conclusion.

o These functions overlap; “J-& is more than a purely chronological then.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

#F (also / and / what’s more)

B Add an item without replacing the first

e You bought books and also pens.
e BETH, BEFE. — i£F adds pens to the previously named books.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is ¥4 (also / and / what’s more). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BETH, HE.
wo mai le shu hdi you b7
Word guide: 3¢ — I; 3£ — buy; 45 — books; iff — also; & — pens.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, XL T4, BH%E. : ifF adds pens to the previously
named books.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

e i can also mean remaining or still in other frames.
o Here the added item does not cancel the earlier purchase.

B Use the distinction

e ifF adds pens to the previously named books.

e if can also mean remaining or still in other frames. Here the added item does not
cancel the earlier purchase.

B Try it with help closed

You bought books and also pens. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: F L T4, A%,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e if can also mean remaining or still in other frames.

o Here the added item does not cancel the earlier purchase.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

B 4h (besides / in addition)

B Add a separate issue

o After discussing one matter, you raise one more.

o FBA, RIEF—HZFE., — 55 signals a distinet additional point.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is B #p (besides / in addition). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

Fh, REF—HE.

ling war wo hdi you yi jian shi

Word guide: 73 4) — besides; ¢ — I; #f — still; 5 — have; — — one; {4 — (measure
word); Zf — matter.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, Fop, BRIABHF —H4ZE, : 554 signals a distinct additional
point.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o FAM—A> uses the word to identify another item instead.
e The connector does not automatically express opposition to the previous point.

B Use the distinction

o 34} signals a distinct additional point.

o 34—~ uses the word to identify another item instead. The connector does not
automatically express opposition to the previous point.

B Try it with help closed

After discussing one matter, you raise one more. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: #H4), FRibH—{F5,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o M~ uses the word to identify another item instead.

e The connector does not automatically express opposition to the previous point.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

i (besides / what’s more)

B An extra reason differs from postponing speech

e You reject a purchase because it is expensive and you dislike it.

o KRBT, BHBREAER. — i adds a further reason supporting rejection.

B Build the form
o« The pattern in this lesson is i (besides / what’s more). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

ART, BRBEAERK.
tai gui le zai shuo wo yée bu xi huan
Word guide: K — too; 5t — expensive; F-iii — besides; F& — I;  — also; AN — not; =
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W — like.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, KX&T, HRBEAET K. : Fii adds a further reason
supporting rejection.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o PUG TG instead means discussing it later.
o The whole construction distinguishes the connector from the literal verb phrase.

B Use the distinction

o i adds a further reason supporting rejection.

o PAJGHFUA instead means discussing it later. The whole construction distinguishes
the connector from the literal verb phrase.

B Try it with help closed

You reject a purchase because it is expensive and you dislike it. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: K5 |, FULHREAETR.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o PAJGFF instead means discussing it later.

e The whole construction distinguishes the connector from the literal verb phrase.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

& / fHE (two words for “but”)

B Wanting and availability can conflict

e You want to go but lack time.

o BAEEL, HEWKHE. - {HZ connects the desire with an obstacle to fulfilling it.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is BJ3& / fHR (two words for “but”). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.
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AL, HEKHE.
wo widng qu dan shi méi shi jian
Word guide: F — I; 20 — want; % — go; {HJ/2 — but; % — don’t have; B[d] — time.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, A Z, HEEBE. : {H2 connects the desire with an
obstacle to fulfilling it.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o T]J2 also fits this ordinary contrast.

o Register preferences do not make one the only correct answer in every but-sentence.

B Use the distinction

o {H/Z connects the desire with an obstacle to fulfilling it.

o T JZ also fits this ordinary contrast. Register preferences do not make one the only
correct answer in every but-sentence.

B Try it with help closed

You want to go but lack time. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: F¢AHZ:, (HIZEHFHE] .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o ]2 also fits this ordinary contrast.

o Register preferences do not make one the only correct answer in every but-
sentence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

T (whereas / and yet)

B Compare two preferences without asserting a quarrel

e One person prefers tea and another prefers coffee.

o MEWRE, MEREWRMME, — 1 balances the contrasting preferences.
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® Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Jij (whereas / and yet). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BB, TOERE M.

ta xi huan chd ér wo zi huan ka fei
Word guide: fth — he; B — like; 45 — tea; 1 — whereas; ¥ — I; 30K — like; IIME —
coffee.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, fEERXKZx, TMIREKMIME. : 1 balances the contrasting
preferences.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o The contrast is between preferences, not proof of an argument.

e Ml can also join an additional description rather than always opposing the first
clause.

B Use the distinction

M balances the contrasting preferences.

o The contrast is between preferences, not proof of an argument. [fij can also join an
additional description rather than always opposing the first clause.

B Try it with help closed

One person prefers tea and another prefers coffee. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: BEWES, 1MF= U .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The contrast is between preferences, not proof of an argument.

o M can also join an additional description rather than always opposing the first
clause.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

HSK 4 « 5 Conjunctions



A / #id ... 3k ... (by means of ...)

B Connect the means to the intended use

o A phone serves as the tool for paying.
o RIMBAFVIRSTER. — F connects the phone’s use with the payment action.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is fj / il ... 3 ... (by means of ...). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RATHFHRMER.
wo men yong shou ji ldi fu gidn

Word guide: {7 — we; ] — use; F#1 — phone; % — to; f14k — pay.
B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, ATTHFYLRAT4R. : K connects the phone’s use with
the payment action.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o This 3 is not movement towards the speaker.

o Naming a method does not by itself report successful payment; intentions and
results differ.

B Use the distinction
o 3f connects the phone’s use with the payment action.

o This 3§ is not movement towards the speaker. Naming a method does not by itself
report successful payment; intentions and results differ.
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B Try it with help closed

A phone serves as the tool for paying. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FA1H FHLHKATE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o This 3 is not movement towards the speaker.

o Naming a method does not by itself report successful payment; intentions and
results differ.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Nouns
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Hre (among them / of which)

B A subset stays inside the earlier group

o Thirty students are mentioned, five of whom are boys.

o =1TAAE, HPHEARHEAE. — The five boys belong to the group of thirty.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is #H (among them / of which). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

=+A%E, HFENRBA.

san shi ge zué sheng qi zhong wi ge shi ndn sheng

Word guide: = — thirty; 4~ — (measure word); Z#4E — students; HoH — among them;
T — five; 4~ — (measure word); z& — are; 4 — boys.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, =424, HpFRARIBLE., . The five boys belong to
the group of thirty.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o . i needs a recoverable group, but it may start a new sentence referring to a
preceding sentence.

e Do not add the five again to make thirty-five.

B Use the distinction

o The five boys belong to the group of thirty.

o H v needs a recoverable group, but it may start a new sentence referring to a
preceding sentence. Do not add the five again to make thirty-five.
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B Try it with help closed

Thirty students are mentioned, five of whom are boys. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: =+ {24, HPpAANEHAE,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o . needs a recoverable group, but it may start a new sentence referring to a
preceding sentence.

e Do not add the five again to make thirty-five.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Numbers
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Fractions with 432

B Read the denominator before the numerator
e A recipe needs one third of a portion.
o =4 2Z—. - The denominator is three and the numerator is one.

B Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is Fractions with 4}2. Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

=2
san fen zhi yi

Word guide: = — three; 432 — (of); — — one.

B Read examples in context

BAZEHET

bai fen zhi wi shi

Word guide: H — hundred; 432 — (of); F. — fifty.

e In the opening example, =4} —, : The denominator is three and the numerator
is one.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Chinese gives the whole-number partition first.
o =4y is not three wholes, and 432 F.1 means fifty percent.

B Use the distinction

¢ The denominator is three and the numerator is one.

o Chinese gives the whole-number partition first. =432 — is not three wholes, and
A4 T means fifty percent.
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B Try it with help closed

A recipe needs one third of a portion. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: =432 —,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Chinese gives the whole-number partition first.

e —/y2Z— is not three wholes, and T/ H.+ means fifty percent.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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Particles
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Statement + Mg (yes/no confirmation)

B Ask without deciding the answer beforehand

e You ask a friend whether they are full after lunch.
o IRIZTIL? — I turns the statement about being full into a yes/no question.

® Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Statement + M (yes/no confirmation). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

YRUZAR T G ?

ni chi bdo le ma

Word guide: i — you; Wzl — full.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, RIGH T E? : I turns the statement about being full
into a yes/no question.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The question need not imply a particular expected answer.
« A direct alternative question such as MgZ5if2MIME uses a different form.

B Use the distinction

o M turns the statement about being full into a yes/no question.

o The question need not imply a particular expected answer. A direct alternative
question such as "GZ5IAZMIME uses a different form.
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B Try it with help closed

You ask a friend whether they are full after lunch. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: {RIZH T 1E?

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

The question need not imply a particular expected answer.

A direct alternative question such as MgZ5ifA2MIME uses a different form.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

B, .5 .. 0B, .. (weighing options)
B Neither option is straightforward

o Going costs time, while declining feels awkward.

o HIE, BEHE]; AEME, AIFEE. — The speaker weighs drawbacks on both sides

of the choice.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ... I8, ... ; .. B, .. (weighing options). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

=B, B,
qu ba méi shi jian

Word guide: % — go; ¥ — no; Hf[f] — time.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, M8, BEBHE; AEME, REFEE., : The speaker weighs

drawbacks on both sides of the choice.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Each I} floats an option here.
o This is different from an ordinary command or the suggestion M.
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B Use the distinction

o The speaker weighs drawbacks on both sides of the choice.
o Each I} floats an option here. This is different from an ordinary command or the
suggestion ENMHE.

B Try it with help closed

Going costs time, while declining feels awkward. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: &8, ¥HE; AEIE, A,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Fach I} floats an option here.

o This is different from an ordinary command or the suggestion .

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Sentence-final §J (modal: certainty)

B Reassurance expresses confidence, not proof

* You reassure a worried friend about an improving situation.

o B, &IFH. — Final /Y adds a confident, reassuring tone.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Sentence-final §J (modal: certainty). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BIHEL, KB,
bi¢ dan xin hui hdo de
Word guide: 5| — don’t; $H.0» — worry; £ — will; & — fine.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, HHHLy, &3FH. : Final f¥ adds a confident, reassuring
tone.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

e The speaker can still be mistaken.
o This ¥ is not the possessive modifier in F1) 3.

B Use the distinction
o Final f¥] adds a confident, reassuring tone.

o The speaker can still be mistaken. This f is not the possessive modifier in F [
5.

B Try it with help closed

You reassure a worried friend about an improving situation. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: HI|FH.[>, &1

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The speaker can still be mistaken.

o This ¥ is not the possessive modifier in F 1) 43.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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Prepositions
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

FEZE (as / along with)

B Two changes can track together without proving causation

o A report describes improvements alongside economic development.

s HEZGHERE, EBEEHFT. - bi#E frames development as the changing

background to the improvement.

B Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is B (as / along with). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FEZEFRAR, LEEFT.

sui zhe jing ji de fa zhdn sheng hué geng hdo le
Word guide: i — as; £&3% — economy; & & — development; 43 — life; T — more;
H — good.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, BEEZRFHIRRE, £FEHEIF T . . fi#% frames development

as the changing background to the improvement.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e The sentence asserts a relationship in time or development.

e The grammar alone does not prove that development was the only cause.

B Use the distinction

o ftiZ5 frames development as the changing background to the improvement.

o The sentence asserts a relationship in time or development. The grammar alone
does not prove that development was the only cause.
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B Try it with help closed

A report describes improvements alongside economic development. Close the exam-
ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English
what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail
and try again.

One possible response: JiHEZFIARE, FIEFEGTT .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The sentence asserts a relationship in time or development.

o The grammar alone does not prove that development was the only cause.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

¥t ... | (in terms of / regarding)

B An abstract domain differs from a physical surface

o A person works conscientiously.

. ETHELE, MMBINE. — 7£ .. I limits the evaluation to the domain of work.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is ¥ ... . (in terms of / regarding). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

EIEL, MRAE.
zai gong zuo shang ta hén ren zhen

Word guide: 7 — in; TAE — work; | — (aspect); it — he; 8 — very; A E — serious.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, I TAE L, MHBIAE. : £ .. I limits the evaluation to

the domain of work.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o fEH T I instead describes a physical position.
o The work evaluation does not necessarily apply to every area of the person’s life.
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B Use the distinction

e fF .. I limits the evaluation to the domain of work.

o fEH 1 I instead describes a physical position. The work evaluation does not
necessarily apply to every area of the person’s life.

B Try it with help closed

A person works conscientiously. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: £ T/E F, fBRIAE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o TEST I instead describes a physical position.

o The work evaluation does not necessarily apply to every area of the person’s life.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

HSK 4 ¢ 9 Prepositions @



Sentence patterns — existence & emphasis
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

# + & / % (emphatic denial)

B Deny an assumed difficulty

e Someone says a task must be difficult; you disagree.
o XHAME., — I strengthens the rejection of the assumed difficulty.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 3 + A / ¥ (emphatic denial). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XH .

zheé bing bu ndn

Word guide: iX — this; 7 — actually; A~ — not; ¥ — hard.
B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, XFH A HE, : F strengthens the rejection of the assumed
difficulty.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

 This negative use differs from 3 as a connector meaning and.
o The emphatic wording is still the speaker’s assessment, not objective proof.

B Use the distinction

o Jf strengthens the rejection of the assumed difficulty.

o This negative use differs from } as a connector meaning and. The emphatic
wording is still the speaker’s assessment, not objective proof.
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B Try it with help closed

Someone says a task must be difficult; you disagree. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: X A,

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

This negative use differs from Ff as a connector meaning and.

The emphatic wording is still the speaker’s assessment, not objective proof.
I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Sentence patterns — comparison
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

PA A 2h B (take A as B)

B Give an example a specific role

o A teacher chooses one case to illustrate a method.
o PAXANEE B, — The question is selected as the example.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is PA A 24 B (take A as B). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RAIATRRAE.

wo men yi zhi liang wéi zhu

Word guide: FA] — we; PA — take; itg — quality; & — as; 3 — priority.
B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, PAIXAMEB MBI .: The question is selected as the example.
o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e A is read wéi in this frame.

o A chosen example need not represent every possible case or prove a general con-
clusion alone.

B Use the distinction

o The question is selected as the example.

e “fy is read wéi in this frame. A chosen example need not represent every possible
case or prove a general conclusion alone.
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B Try it with help closed

A teacher chooses one case to illustrate a method. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: PAIXA[H]E A5 .

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
°fy is read wéi in this frame.

A chosen example need not represent every possible case or prove a general
conclusion alone.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



Verbs
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

ik /W /¥ / fF (causative)

B Follow who experiences the resulting state

o A kind action makes you feel moved.
o XHAFEMMRMEEST. — The action causes the speaker’s feeling of being moved.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is ik / B / ¥ / f# (causative). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XHEERMBS) .

zhe jian shi shi wo hén gan dong

Word guide: iX — this; {}: — (measure word); % — matter; {#i — make; F — me; f§ -
very; Ji%zf] — moved.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, XAFEFERMERS. : The action causes the speaker’s
feeling of being moved.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o f{ii is formal and il often works in ordinary speech.

e i asks and il can permit, so all four causative-looking verbs are not freely inter-
changeable.

B Use the distinction

o The action causes the speaker’s feeling of being moved.

o i is formal and il often works in ordinary speech. i asks and il can permit, so
all four causative-looking verbs are not freely interchangeable.
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B Try it with help closed

A kind action makes you feel moved. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: X 4-F AL 7S] .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o f#i is formal and il often works in ordinary speech.

e i asks and il can permit, so all four causative-looking verbs are not freely
interchangeable.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

BE / 8% (it depends on)

B An unresolved decision depends on a factor

e An outdoor plan has not been settled because of the weather.
o XEFRE. — The decision depends on what the weather is like.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is BF / & (it depends on). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REFRIIPE -

zheé yao kan ni de jué ding

Word guide: iX — this; ZF& — depends on; /R — you; #&%E — decision.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, XEEF KK ., : The decision depends on what the weather
is like.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e & has the dependency sense here.

o The sentence does not tell you what the weather will be or what choice will follow
each possibility.
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B Use the distinction

e The decision depends on what the weather is like.

o & has the dependency sense here. The sentence does not tell you what the weather
will be or what choice will follow each possibility.

B Try it with help closed

An outdoor plan has not been settled because of the weather. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: X2FH K.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e & has the dependency sense here.

o The sentence does not tell you what the weather will be or what choice will follow
each possibility.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

8 (it seems / as if)

B An impression leaves room for error

o A person behaves as though they do not know the answer.
o MBI AHILE. — The speaker has the impression that the person does not know.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ¥4 (it seems / as if). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fBSFARA R

ta hao xiang bu zhi dao

Word guide: ft — he; {18 — seems; AN — not; HIiE — know.
B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, fiIFARAHEE . : The speaker has the impression that the
person does not know.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o 1% can also describe resemblance.
o In this inference use, the actual knowledge remains unconfirmed.

B Use the distinction

e The speaker has the impression that the person does not know.

o 1% can also describe resemblance. In this inference use, the actual knowledge
remains unconfirmed.

B Try it with help closed

A person behaves as though they do not know the answer. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: 74 ANHITE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o % can also describe resemblance.

o In this inference use, the actual knowledge remains unconfirmed.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

¥TF (lies in / consists in)

B Jdentify the issue rather than a location

o A group explains that limited time is the central problem.

o EEETHEIAE. — FET links the problem to insufficient time.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is ZEF (lies in / consists in). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RBETHS.
guan jian zat yu nu 1
Word guide: 4 — the key; f£F — lies in; %% Jj — effort.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, [FEZETFBFE] A . : 7£ T links the problem to insufficient
time.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o This is an abstract explanatory relationship.
o The speaker’s analysis may need evidence; it is not a physical location statement.

B Use the distinction

o JET links the problem to insufficient time.

o This is an abstract explanatory relationship. The speaker’s analysis may need
evidence; it is not a physical location statement.

B Try it with help closed

A group explains that limited time is the central problem. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: [0 BULE T} [ A .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This is an abstract explanatory relationship.

o The speaker’s analysis may need evidence; it is not a physical location statement.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

PAH (mistakenly think)

B An assumption may be corrected

* You thought a friend had left, but now see them in the room.
o BPAHAIRFET . — The earlier assumption conflicts with what you now observe.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is PAZY (mistakenly think). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

TAHIRET -

wo yi wéi ni zou le
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Word guide: & — I; PAH — thought; /R — you; 5E — leave.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, FPANMRE T » : The earlier assumption conflicts with
what you now observe.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o PAA commonly implies a mistaken assumption in this context.
o It is not a logical guarantee that every belief introduced by PAK is false.

B Use the distinction

o The earlier assumption conflicts with what you now observe.

e DK commonly implies a mistaken assumption in this context. It is not a logical
guarantee that every belief introduced by PAH is false.

B Try it with help closed

You thought a friend had left, but now see them in the room. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: FPUNIRET -

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e PAH commonly implies a mistaken assumption in this context.

o It is not a logical guarantee that every belief introduced by DA% is false.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

i (through / by means of)

B A method needs someone using it

o Study helped you improve.
o EAEY, BIHFET. — 24> names the means by which the speaker improved.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is @i} (through / by means of). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.
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WS, RAFT.
tong guo zué xi wo jin bu le
Word guide: @i — through; 2%>] — study; F& — I; #4 — improve.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, L2, BHFH T . : 2% >] names the means by which
the speaker improved.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Fk remains the subject of #.
o A jliid phrase names a means or channel, not automatically the person doing every
following action.

B Use the distinction

e ~#2>] names the means by which the speaker improved.

o FX remains the subject of ##. A @i phrase names a means or channel, not
automatically the person doing every following action.

B Try it with help closed

Study helped you improve. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write

it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare

with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: 22>, FHHE T,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Fk remains the subject of #F.

o A jHid phrase names a means or channel, not automatically the person doing
every following action.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

¥ H (come from)

B QOrigins extend beyond places

o Information comes from a particular report.

o IMNMHERE—IE. — K H names the report as the information’s source.
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B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ¢ § (come from). Locate it in the original interlinear
examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

X B AR HRF E K.

zhé xie zué sheng ldi zi bu tong quo jia

Word guide: jX8% — these; 2#¢4: — students; 3¢ H — come from; ] — different; [EZ
— countries.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, XATEBERE —BR L. : £ H names the report as the
information’s source.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The source can be a place, person or document.
e ¥ H does not prove that the source is accurate or trustworthy.

B Use the distinction

e ¥ H names the report as the information’s source.

e The source can be a place, person or document. 3 [ does not prove that the
source is accurate or trustworthy.

B Try it with help closed

Information comes from a particular report. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: X774 B2 H — %R .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The source can be a place, person or document.

e 2k H does not prove that the source is accurate or trustworthy.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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¥ as a dummy verb (I’ll do it)

B Recover the action behind an offer

o A difficult task needs a volunteer and you offer to do it.
o FRIE., - 5k stands for undertaking the shared task in this context.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is 3 as a dummy verb (I’ll do it). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

ORI,
wo lai ba
Word guide: F& — I; 2k — (do it).
B Read examples in context

 In the opening example, FFM, : 3k stands for undertaking the shared task in
this context.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o In another context ¥ can mean coming to a place.
e The surrounding activity determines the omitted action.

B Use the distinction

o ¥ stands for undertaking the shared task in this context.

e In another context F ¥ can mean coming to a place. The surrounding activity
determines the omitted action.
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B Try it with help closed

A difficult task needs a volunteer and you offer to do it. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: FENE .

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

In another context 3 can mean coming to a place.

The surrounding activity determines the omitted action.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Auxiliary verbs
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

AH (don’t need to)

B No need differs from a ban

o A friend worries unnecessarily and you reassure them.
o BRAHHL. — The speaker says worrying is unnecessary.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is AH (don’t need to). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

'fﬂﬂ:ﬂﬁﬁbo

ni bu yong dan in

Word guide: ¥} — you; A — don’t need to; $H.(» — worry.
B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, #RAB FFHL>o : The speaker says worrying is unnecessary.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o ANYFFH.L would be a prohibition, while AN ] removes a need.
o A H can also have a literal not-use meaning in a different frame.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker says worrying is unnecessary.

o ANFHH.L would be a prohibition, while /A ff] removes a need. A ff can also have
a literal not-use meaning in a different frame.
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B Try it with help closed

A friend worries unnecessarily and you reassure them. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: R4 f4H.>.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o ANFFH.Ly would be a prohibition, while AN f] removes a need.

o AH] can also have a literal not-use meaning in a different frame.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

& (d&i) (must / have to)

B The same character has different pronunciations

e You need to leave in time for an appointment.
o REBET. — 15 is read déi and expresses necessity here.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is & (d&i) (must / have to). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BGET .

wo déi zou le

Word guide: F, — I; 1§ — must; 3£ - go.
B Read examples in context

 In the opening example, RIEFET . : 5 is read déi and expresses necessity here.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

® Know the boundary

e The unstressed de follows a verb in a complement, while dé occurs in obtaining or
gaining.

» Position and meaning determine the reading.
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B Use the distinction

e 15 is read déi and expresses necessity here.

o The unstressed de follows a verb in a complement, while dé occurs in obtaining or
gaining. Position and meaning determine the reading.

HSK 4 o 13 Auxiliary verbs

B Try it with help closed

You need to leave in time for an appointment. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: F15ET .

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

The unstressed de follows a verb in a complement, while dé occurs in obtaining
or gaining.

Position and meaning determine the reading.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



Verb phrases
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

# / 3 H (combining verbs: and)

B Join related actions

e A group discusses a proposal and reaches a decision.

o REFEWBHIRET . — I joins the discussing and deciding actions.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 3 / 3 H (combining verbs: and). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RERHRET -
da jia tdao lun bing jué ding le
Word guide: K% — everyone; 15118 — discuss; 3 — and; 5 — decide.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, KEFHEHRET . : FH joins the discussing and deciding

actions.
o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o fil normally joins simple nouns, while 3 or 3 H. often joins actions and clauses.
o A uses Ff differently to strengthen a negative.

B Use the distinction

e Jf joins the discussing and deciding actions.

o fil normally joins simple nouns, while 3f or 3 H. often joins actions and clauses.
HA uses - differently to strengthen a negative.
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B Try it with help closed

A group discusses a proposal and reaches a decision. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: KZIHEHHLE T .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o fil normally joins simple nouns, while 3 or 3f H. often joins actions and clauses.
o FHAN uses Ff differently to strengthen a negative.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

/B + Verb (do less)

B Reduce an action rather than eliminate it

o A conversation is disrupting work, so you ask for less talking.
o /PPIE. — The request is to reduce talking.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is 2 4+ Verb (do less). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

DIZ RIHRA -

shdo chi dian you ni de

Word guide: /b — less; 17, — eat; i — a bit; Jiiik — greasy.
B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, ZPiiE. : The request is to reduce talking.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

® Know the boundary

o /b may refer to frequency, duration or amount depending on the action.
o It does not necessarily mean complete silence.
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B Use the distinction

e The request is to reduce talking.

o /b may refer to frequency, duration or amount depending on the action. It does
not necessarily mean complete silence.

B Try it with help closed

A conversation is disrupting work, so you ask for less talking. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: /i,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o /b may refer to frequency, duration or amount depending on the action.

o It does not necessarily mean complete silence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

% + Verb (do more)

B Increase practice without naming an amount

e A teacher asks a learner to practise more.
o %3, - £ calls for a greater amount of practice.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is £ + Verb (do more). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

K.

duo he shut
Word guide: £ — more; Mg — drink; 7K — water.

B Read examples in context

 In the opening example, %>, : £ calls for a greater amount of practice.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

e The comparison is against the current or expected amount.
o It does not prescribe an exact number or unlimited practice.

B Use the distinction

o % calls for a greater amount of practice.

e The comparison is against the current or expected amount. It does not prescribe
an exact number or unlimited practice.

B Try it with help closed

A teacher asks a learner to practise more. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: % %:>].

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The comparison is against the current or expected amount.

o It does not prescribe an exact number or unlimited practice.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

B + Person + Verb (done by)

B Assign responsibility without claiming completion

o A plan assigns you responsibility for a task.
o XAFEHRMIHK. — M names the speaker as responsible for the task.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is fi§ + Person + Verb (done by). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XOEHERATR.

zhé jian shi you wo fu zé

Word guide: iX — this; £ — (measure word); Z — matter; [ — by; I — me; 157 — be
in charge.

HSK 4 ¢ 14 Verb phrases @



B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, XAFEHIBHMF. : 11 names the speaker as responsible
for the task.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The assignment does not report that the task is finished.
o 1 also has source-related uses, so learn this responsibility frame in context.

B Use the distinction

o f names the speaker as responsible for the task.

o The assignment does not report that the task is finished. [y also has source-related
uses, so learn this responsibility frame in context.

B Try it with help closed

A plan assigns you responsibility for a task. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: X{fHAHFK 777,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The assignment does not report that the task is finished.

o 1 also has source-related uses, so learn this responsibility frame in context.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

# H. (moreover / and also)
B Add a quality that supports the point

e You describe someone as intelligent and hard-working.

o fHEEBH, FHMBE S . - I H adds the second quality to the first.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is JF H. (moreover / and also). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fBEREA, FEHMET.
ta cong ming bing qié hen nu [

Word guide: fifi — he; BEHH — smart; 3 H. — moreover; f& — very; %% }7 — hard-working.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, fBBEBH, FHHMBE N, : 7 H adds the second quality to
the first.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The two points are added rather than presented as a concession here.

o Addition does not always mean both qualities are positive or that the second is
stronger.

B Use the distinction

o FfH adds the second quality to the first.

e The two points are added rather than presented as a concession here. Addition
does not always mean both qualities are positive or that the second is stronger.

B Try it with help closed

You describe someone as intelligent and hard-working. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: iR, FH HR% /7.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The two points are added rather than presented as a concession here.

o Addition does not always mean both qualities are positive or that the second is
stronger.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

ME + A / & (never)

B Deny a past experience

e You have never visited the place being discussed.
o RMFBEEIT. — The sentence denies a visit within the relevant past.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is M3 + A / ¥ (never). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.
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RARBEA .
wo cong ldi méi qu guo
Word guide: F — I; M — never; % — haven’t; 1 — been.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, M EEZHEIL. : The sentence denies a visit within the
relevant past.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o MEAZ instead describes a habitual policy or behaviour.

o Affirmative MEUNIE is also possible, so negatives are common rather than com-
pulsory everywhere.

B Use the distinction

e The sentence denies a visit within the relevant past.
o MFAZ instead describes a habitual policy or behaviour. Affirmative M 34t

is also possible, so negatives are common rather than compulsory everywhere.

B Try it with help closed

You have never visited the place being discussed. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: &M %2,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o MHAZ instead describes a habitual policy or behaviour.

o Affirmative M AN is also possible, so negatives are common rather than
compulsory everywhere.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

{H78 + Verb (worth doing)

B Evaluate an action before doing it

o A friend recommends a place for a visit.

o XAHIF(EE—FE ., — The speaker judges visiting it worthwhile.
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B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is {8 + Verb (worth doing). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XA ER—Z.

zhé ge di fang zhi dé yi qu

Word guide: X — this; 4~ — (measure word); #75 — place; {H15 — worth; — — once;

7 - go.

B Read examples in context

e In the opening example, X # F{HB —FK. : The speaker judges visiting it
worthwhile.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o —Z gives a compact action phrase here.
o Worthwhile is an evaluation, not evidence that the visit already occurred.

B Use the distinction
o The speaker judges visiting it worthwhile.

o —Z gives a compact action phrase here. Worthwhile is an evaluation, not evidence
that the visit already occurred.

B Try it with help closed

A friend recommends a place for a visit. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: X {H5{HA—Z

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o —7 gives a compact action phrase here.

o Worthwhile is an evaluation, not evidence that the visit already occurred.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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Verb + 3| + Time / Event (until)

B An endpoint differs from an elapsed duration

e You describe working up to a late time.
o RIMTIEBIMWME. — % introduces the endpoint reached by the work.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Verb + @] 4+ Time / Event (until). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

A TAEZIRER -

wo men gong zuo dao hen wan
Word guide: {7 — we; TAE — work; %] — until; f§ — very; i — late.

B Read examples in context
 In the opening example, AT THEB)MBME. : F| introduces the endpoint reached
by the work.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o TAET =/~/NH} instead measures duration.
e An endpoint does not necessarily imply that no work resumed after a break.

B Use the distinction

« 3| introduces the endpoint reached by the work.

o TAET =//PB} instead measures duration. An endpoint does not necessarily
imply that no work resumed after a break.

B Try it with help closed

You describe working up to a late time. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: F{] TAEZ|EM .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o TAHET =/~/NB} instead measures duration.

o An endpoint does not necessarily imply that no work resumed after a break.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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2Ef8 (cause sb to suffer)

B Blame need not imply intention

« Noise prevented you from sleeping well.
o WHELEREELF, — 315 presents the noise as causing an unwelcome result.

® Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is $45& (cause sb to suffer). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

Whi AR LT -
chao nao hai de wo méi shui hdao
Word guide: W — the noise; 15 — made; & — me; & — not; BEL — sleep well.

B Read examples in context

 In the opening example, WP EEIREIEIF. : 15 presents the noise as causing
an unwelcome result.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o This normally assigns a negative effect, but playful exaggerations such as Ff5F
G can be affectionate.

e The cause need not have intended harm.

B Use the distinction
o F1H presents the noise as causing an unwelcome result.

o This normally assigns a negative effect, but playful exaggerations such as FE{5F
A can be affectionate. The cause need not have intended harm.
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B Try it with help closed

Noise prevented you from sleeping well. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin re-

sponse, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern

adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: W[ F 5K 1% HEL .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

« This normally assigns a negative effect, but playful exaggerations such as #4145
FRENAME can be affectionate.

o The cause need not have intended harm.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Separable verbs (Bi&1H])

B Open the separable verb

o Two friends met once.

e BMWT—M. — T and — appear between the two parts of I .

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is Separable verbs (B&d]). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

AT —TH

wo men jian le yi mian

Word guide: AT — we; I, — meet; — — one; ] — (time).
B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, AT T —MH. : T and — appear between the two parts
of LY.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o Learn the established separable combinations individually.

o Not every two-character verb can be split, and ##{T-F is not the ordinary way to
say help me.
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B Use the distinction

o T and — appear between the two parts of JLJH.

o Learn the established separable combinations individually. Not every two-character
verb can be split, and HHT:F is not the ordinary way to say help me.

B Try it with help closed

Two friends met once. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: 101 T —f .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e Learn the established separable combinations individually.

o Not every two-character verb can be split, and HT-F is not the ordinary way
to say help me.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

VEV EWR ... T (while ...-ing, suddenly)

B An ongoing action changes into another state

o Someone starts crying in the middle of speaking.

o fEREEHERRT . — The speech provides the ongoing background for the onset
of crying.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is V& V F#R ... T (while ...-ing, suddenly). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fEREERRT .
ta shuo zhe shuo zhe jiu ku le
Word guide: 1 — he; Ui, — talk; & — (ing); Ui, — talk; & — (ing); 5t — then; 5& — cry.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, fEIHFRWEBMER T . : The speech provides the ongoing
background for the onset of crying.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o % is read zhe in the repeated action.

o The pattern marks a development during the activity rather than two separately
scheduled steps.

B Use the distinction

o The speech provides the ongoing background for the onset of crying.

o % is read zhe in the repeated action. The pattern marks a development during the
activity rather than two separately scheduled steps.

B Try it with help closed

Someone starts crying in the middle of speaking. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: it ELEIE T .

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
# is read zhe in the repeated action.

The pattern marks a development during the activity rather than two separately
scheduled steps.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

HSK 4 ¢ 14 Verb phrases @



"But” statements
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

R%& ... , HE ... (although)

B Concede a fact while keeping the conclusion

« Rain did not stop a group from going.

o RETN, ERRIMHBREZET. — The group went despite the conceded rain.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is R4 ... , fHR ... (although). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RETW, BRRIMERET .

jin gudn xia yu dan shi wo men hdi shi qu le

Word guide: 4% — although; N[ — rain; {H)& — but; FA{] — we; 82 — still; & —
go.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, RE T, ERBAIIERZET . : The group went despite

the conceded rain.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o ¥ is similar to E 4R in this frame.

o RUE also occurs in permission such as A [[] B 44 1], so it is not always a concessive
connector.

B Use the distinction

e The group went despite the conceded rain.
o R4 is similar to Bi4X in this frame. R4 also occurs in permission such as 7 [f]
i R4 1], so it is not always a concessive connector.
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B Try it with help closed

Rain did not stop a group from going. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,

then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.

Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: RE MW, HEKMNAEBEET .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o ¥ is similar to 4R in this frame.

o RU4E also occurs in permission such as 7 ] 8 /X4 7], so it is not always a
concessive connector.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

{8 (actually / on the contrary)

B A contrary opinion can be favourable

e Others criticise an idea, but you find it good.
o BRAIWEAE. — 8 signals a different assessment from the expectation.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is f8] (actually / on the contrary). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REFEBAE.

wo dao jué de bi cuo

Word guide: 3¢ — I; 8] — actually; 5545 — think; AN4% — not bad.
B Read examples in context

 In the opening example, BIFAAAEE . : 17 signals a different assessment from
the expectation.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o {#] here is read dao and marks contrast.
o It need not be sarcastic or state an objectively bad result.
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B Use the distinction

o {8 signals a different assessment from the expectation.

o f#] here is read dao and marks contrast. It need not be sarcastic or state an
objectively bad result.

B Try it with help closed

Others criticise an idea, but you find it good. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: |55 A% .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 18] here is read dao and marks contrast.

o It need not be sarcastic or state an objectively bad result.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

# + Predicate (however / yet)

B A predicate can be an adjective

e Someone is tired but happy.

. MMBE, HMBFFL. — A marks the contrast before the adjective predicate fRIf
.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is #] + Predicate (however / yet). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fm'fﬁ%; iﬂﬁﬁ‘l}o
ta hén lei qué hén kar xin
Word guide: i — he; f§ — very; 2 — tired; #] — yet; & — very; JF.(» — happy.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, BB &, ZMBIF.L. : A marks the contrast before the
adjective predicate 2 JTL[».

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

e When a subject is expressed in the second clause, #]] normally follows it.

o An omitted repeated subject allows %[l at the start of that clause, as in this example.

B Use the distinction

o # marks the contrast before the adjective predicate fR L.

o« When a subject is expressed in the second clause, %] normally follows it. An
omitted repeated subject allows #|] at the start of that clause, as in this example.

B Try it with help closed

Someone is tired but happy. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then
write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: iR &, HIRIFL.

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
When a subject is expressed in the second clause, #]] normally follows it.

An omitted repeated subject allows #[] at the start of that clause, as in this
example.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

HSK 4 « 15 "But” statements @



"Even if” statements
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Bif ... , W ... (even if)

B A conceded case need not be a prediction

e You intend to go despite possible rain.

o BMETFM, BRWEZX, — The decision remains even in the rain case.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Bf# ... , 4 ... (even if). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BT, REEZX.
ji shi xia yu wo ye yao qu
Word guide: BIffi — even if; NNy — rain; F& — I; 4 — still; 3£ — will; % — go.
B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, B R, FHWEZE. : The decision remains even in the

rain case.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The wording does not assert that rain will occur.

o Bfif can also concede an actual case in context, so hypothetical does not mean
always unreal.

B Use the distinction

e The decision remains even in the rain case.

e The wording does not assert that rain will occur. Elffi can also concede an actual
case in context, so hypothetical does not mean always unreal.
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B Try it with help closed

You intend to go despite possible rain. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin re-
sponse, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern
adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: Eﬂﬁ?ﬂﬁ T,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e The wording does not assert that rain will occur.

o HIfifi can also concede an actual case in context, so hypothetical does not mean
always unreal.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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’If” statements
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

R .., B ... (if — spoken)
B Advice depends on the stated condition
e You tell a friend to rest if tired.

o BRRET, BMKEIME, - Tiredness is the condition for the advice to rest.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is E& ... , Bt ... (if — spoken). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BRIRET , BAEE.
yao shi ni let le jiu xiu xi ba
Word guide: B2 — if; {8 — you; 2 — tired; 3 — then; K&, — rest.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, BRIRE T, BB, : Tiredness is the condition for
the advice to rest.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Tl is a conversational conditional.
e 4l is common but not compulsory in every ZZJ& construction.

B Use the distinction

e Tiredness is the condition for the advice to rest.

o FEJZ is a conversational conditional. A is common but not compulsory in every
B construction.
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B Try it with help closed

You tell a friend to rest if tired. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: Z2/RE T, RSN,
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o HiH is a conversational conditional.

e 4l is common but not compulsory in every ZJ& construction.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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»No matter” statements
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

A% ..., # /W ... (no matter)

B Keep the response across a range of cases

e You intend to try regardless of how difficult a task is.
o NEZME, BRIEPEIR. — The intention holds across the possible difficulty levels.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is A4 ... , # / # ... (no matter). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

ANEZXE, BREER.

bu gudn duo ndn wo dou yao shi

Word guide: A4 — no matter; 2 — how; Y — hard; & — I; HF — still; 3& — will; i, -
try.

B Read examples in context

 In the opening example, AN E 2 M, FREFER . : The intention holds across the
possible difficulty levels.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

. 71:%,@ covers alternatives or a range here.
o ANEXMHEE can instead mean not dealing with the matter, a different verb use.

B Use the distinction

o The intention holds across the possible difficulty levels.

o N4¥ covers alternatives or a range here. A IX{:ZF can instead mean not dealing
with the matter, a different verb use.
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B Try it with help closed

You intend to try regardless of how difficult a task is. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: NEZME, FAEE L.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o /N4¥ covers alternatives or a range here.

ANE X FEE can instead mean not dealing with the matter, a different verb use.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

T / A ..., B / W ... (regardless)

B Welcome whoever arrives

o An event welcomes visitors irrespective of identity.
o FCISHEE, WKW . — The welcome applies across the relevant possible visitors.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is I / A ... , #P / W ... (regardless). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

TovriEk, Hill.
wi lun shéi ldi dou huan ying
Word guide: J5i — regardless; #E — who; 3€ — come; #f — all; ¥l — welcome.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, TLIEHER, FWM ., : The welcome applies across the

relevant possible visitors.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e Joit and A often share this frame.

e The group still has a contextual scope, such as visitors to this event, rather than
every person everywhere.
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B Use the distinction

e The welcome applies across the relevant possible visitors.

e Ji1& and /N often share this frame. The group still has a contextual scope, such
as visitors to this event, rather than every person everywhere.
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B Try it with help closed

An event welcomes visitors irrespective of identity. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: TLiSER, HRUGEH .

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
Teie and A8 often share this frame.

The group still has a contextual scope, such as visitors to this event, rather than
every person everywhere.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



Cause & effect statements
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

HF (due to / owing to)

B An asserted cause still needs evidence

o Traffic delayed your arrival.
o HTFEELE, BIBHT. — T introduces the traffic as the stated reason for lateness.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is B F (due to / owing to). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

m?%§, ﬁi&@]To
you yu du che wo chi dao le

Word guide: f1F — due to; 3% — traffic jam; F& — I; IR 3| — late.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, IFEE, BIRB T . : HT introduces the traffic as the
stated reason for lateness.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o [H°A can often introduce the same cause.
o Formal register does not prove the causal explanation correct or exclusive.

B Use the distinction
e T introduces the traffic as the stated reason for lateness.

o [A°} can often introduce the same cause. Formal register does not prove the causal
explanation correct or exclusive.
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B Try it with help closed

Traffic delayed your arrival. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then
write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: T34, iR T,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e [H°A can often introduce the same cause.

o Formal register does not prove the causal explanation correct or exclusive.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

BESR ... , BE ... (since / now that)

B Build advice on an accepted premise

o A friend has arrived and you invite them to sit.
o BEARET, BEARIE, — The arrival is treated as the accepted basis for the invitation.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is BE#R ... , BE ... (since / now that). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BEARRR T, BRARME.,

ji ran ni ldi le jiu zuo ba

Word guide: FESK — since; fR — you; & — come; 3t — then; Ak — sit.
B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, BEARE T , BLAIE, : The arrival is treated as the accepted
basis for the invitation.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

® Know the boundary

e [A°A can introduce known as well as new causes.

o WESK focuses on accepting a premise for a conclusion rather than a universal known-
versus-new word division.
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B Use the distinction

o The arrival is treated as the accepted basis for the invitation.

e [A°} can introduce known as well as new causes. FE#R focuses on accepting a
premise for a conclusion rather than a universal known-versus-new word division.

B Try it with help closed

A friend has arrived and you invite them to sit. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: FEIRE T, FtARIE,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e [A} can introduce known as well as new causes.

o WESK focuses on accepting a premise for a conclusion rather than a universal
known-versus-new word division.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

A, (therefore / for this reason)

B A conclusion may be advice rather than a reported event

« A long journey is a reason to leave earlier.

o B, EMEREE. — HI introduces the recommended consequence of the

distance.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is i, (therefore / for this reason). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BERiE, REERRGE.

I hén yuan yin ci yao zdao didn zou

Word guide: % — road; R — very; #& — far; Pt — therefore; B — need; F. — early; s
— a bit; 3£ — leave.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, BgfRiE, FHIMBERSFE. : H I introduces the recom-

mended consequence of the distance.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

e The consequence can be a decision, prediction or report.
o The sentence does not assert that an early departure already happened.

B Use the distinction

o [H Y introduces the recommended consequence of the distance.

e The consequence can be a decision, prediction or report. The sentence does not
assert that an early departure already happened.

B Try it with help closed

A long journey is a reason to leave earlier. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: fEfRc, [KEESE,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The consequence can be a decision, prediction or report.

o The sentence does not assert that an early departure already happened.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Complements
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Verb + #&3¥ (in terms of doing it)

B An assessment through an activity differs from its onset

o A device is easy to use.

o IANLTEHHABRMBAHM. ALk frames the evaluation in terms of using the device.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Verb + #3 (in terms of doing it). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XA FIERBHE.

zhé ge ci yong qi ldi hén fang bian

Word guide: iX — this; 4~ — (measure word); i — word; H — use; 2k — (to use); f&
— very; J7f# — convenient.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, XA T HBAREM . : L3k frames the evaluation in

terms of using the device.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o %K can instead mean starting to laugh.

e Read the following assessment to distinguish the evaluation frame from onset or
upward movement.

B Use the distinction

o 3 frames the evaluation in terms of using the device.

o %k can instead mean starting to laugh. Read the following assessment to
distinguish the evaluation frame from onset or upward movement.
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B Try it with help closed

A device is easy to use. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: X4~ T H &R 5HE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o %3k can instead mean starting to laugh.

o Read the following assessment to distinguish the evaluation frame from onset or
upward movement.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Direction complement 3 / & (HSK 4)

B Direction depends on the adopted viewpoint

¢ You are inside a room and invite someone outside to enter.
o PGSR, - >k points towards the viewpoint inside the room.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is Direction complement ¥ / % (HSK 4). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PRIRIERIE .

ni kuai jin ldi ba

Word guide: R — you; ¢ — quickly; #3& — come in.
B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, #RPHFEFRIE, : 3K points towards the viewpoint inside the
room.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o The reference point may be the speaker or an adopted narrative viewpoint.
o 7% points away from that point, so establish it before choosing the direction.
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B Use the distinction

o 3k points towards the viewpoint inside the room.

o The reference point may be the speaker or an adopted narrative viewpoint.
points away from that point, so establish it before choosing the direction.

B Try it with help closed

You are inside a room and invite someone outside to enter. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: R,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The reference point may be the speaker or an adopted narrative viewpoint.

e 7% points away from that point, so establish it before choosing the direction.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb / Adj + @3 (start to ...)

B Mark the start without guaranteeing endless continuation

o A joke prompts people to start laughing.
o RFEH|FET. - i3k highlights the onset of laughter.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is Verb / Adj + @3k (start to ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REFHERKT .
da jia xiao qi lai le
Word guide: KZ — everyone; % — laugh; #3% — start to.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, KREERER T . : K highlights the onset of laughter.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

e The laughter may continue for a while, but not indefinitely.
o The assessment use in It A4EE is a different construction.

B Use the distinction

o 3K highlights the onset of laughter.

e The laughter may continue for a while, but not indefinitely. The assessment use in
M s g is a different construction.

B Try it with help closed

A joke prompts people to start laughing. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: KZFZEHFFK T,
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The laughter may continue for a while, but not indefinitely.

o The assessment use in W A4EE is a different construction.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Potential complement & / A (HSK 4)

B An achievable result differs from permission

e You can understand the text in a particular book.
o XABREB/E., — 15 marks understanding as achievable through reading.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is Potential complement & / A (HSK 4). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XEBRERHE.

zhé bén shu wo kan de dong

Word guide: X — this; 4~ — (measure word); 45 — book; & — I; & — read; 15§ — (can);
& — understand.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, XAFREFE. : 5 marks understanding as achievable
through reading.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o FHNE# denies that result, not permission to read.

e HE can express ability as well as permission, so it is not a permission-only contrast
word.

B Use the distinction

e 5 marks understanding as achievable through reading.

o FHAN# denies that result, not permission to read. fE can express ability as well as
permission, so it is not a permission-only contrast word.

B Try it with help closed

You can understand the text in a particular book. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: XA FH .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o & /E denies that result, not permission to read.

o HE can express ability as well as permission, so it is not a permission-only contrast
word.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

HSK 4 « 20 Complements @



Conditional statements
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

HE .., B ... (as long as)

B Distinguish enough from required

o A class rule says submitting the form is enough to join.

o HEXFE, MBS M. — Submitting the form is presented as sufficient under this
rule.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is HE ... , B{ ... (as long as). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RE%JT), #EHRE.
zh? yao nu li jiu you xv wang
Word guide: H3E — as long as; %% J7 — work hard; 3t — then; 5 — have; 752 — hope.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, REERZZH, BLEEZ M. : Submitting the form is presented

as sufficient under this rule.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o A sufficient condition need not be the only route.

e The grammar expresses the stated rule rather than proving that the rule holds in
every real situation.

B Use the distinction

o Submitting the form is presented as sufficient under this rule.

o A sufficient condition need not be the only route. The grammar expresses the
stated rule rather than proving that the rule holds in every real situation.
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B Try it with help closed

A class rule says submitting the form is enough to join. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: HZXr% ., GLEESN.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o A sufficient condition need not be the only route.

e The grammar expresses the stated rule rather than proving that the rule holds
in every real situation.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

KdE ... , A ... (only if / unless)

B A requirement need not be the sole requirement

e You will not go unless a friend goes.
o BIERE, BAZE. — The friend’s going is treated as necessary for your going.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is B&JE ... , 4 ... (only if / unless). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BRIERE, BAE.
chi fer ni qu wo cdi qu

Word guide: [§3F — unless; /i — you; % — go; 3 — I; 4 — only then; & — go.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, JRIERZE, A ZFE. : The friend’s going is treated as
necessary for your going.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o This does not guarantee you will go whenever the friend does; other obstacles may
remain.

o [&IE .. 5 ... gives another common way to state the restriction.
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B Use the distinction

o The friend’s going is treated as necessary for your going.

o This does not guarantee you will go whenever the friend does; other obstacles may
remain. [&IF .. B ... gives another common way to state the restriction.

B Try it with help closed

You will not go unless a friend goes. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: [IER%E, A%,

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

This does not guarantee you will go whenever the friend does; other obstacles
may remain.

FdE . 50 ... gives another common way to state the restriction.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Noun phrases
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

A (B) + Noun (all)

B Set the scope before saying all

o Every student in the class arrives.
o FIEMIEEHEET . — All members of the relevant student group arrived.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is B4 (#) + Noun (all). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BRI ERT .

suo you de xué sheng dou lai le

Word guide: g — all; 2¢4: — students; #f — all; 3¢ — come.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, FrAREEEERK T . : All members of the relevant student
group arrived.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The group is established by context.

e 1Y is often optional in ffA AN or Frf2#4, and all here does not mean every
student worldwide.

B Use the distinction

o All members of the relevant student group arrived.

o The group is established by context. [{f] is often optional in 5 A\ or fT A4,
and all here does not mean every student worldwide.
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B Try it with help closed

Every student in the class arrives. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: A 12FHEFRK T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e The group is established by context.

e [ is often optional in G A or FrfA 274, and all here does not mean every
student worldwide.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

... Z— (one of)

B A member of a leading group is not uniquely first

e You identify one of several important reasons.

e XRBEEWNFEEFEZ—.  The reason is a member of the important-reason group.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ... Z— (one of). Locate it in the original interlinear
examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XEBREENEREEZ—.

zheé shi zui zhong yao de yudn yin zhi yi

Word guide: X — this; & — is; fix — most; B 3% — important; JR[A — reason; 2 — —
one of.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, XREBEEEMREHEZ —. : The reason is a member of the

important-reason group.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o 2 — follows the noun phrase.
o It does not establish a unique top-ranked reason or give the number of other reasons.
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B Use the distinction

e The reason is a member of the important-reason group.

o  — follows the noun phrase. It does not establish a unique top-ranked reason or
give the number of other reasons.

B Try it with help closed

You identify one of several important reasons. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: X & fx 8 2R K 2 —.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o  — follows the noun phrase.

o It does not establish a unique top-ranked reason or give the number of other
reasons.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B4 + Number + MW + Noun (another)

B The other set is distinct

o Two people apart from those already discussed did not attend.

o BAFANAERK. — F4) identifies a different pair of people.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is B4 + Number + MW + Noun (another).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FINFEPTANERK .

ling wai liang ge rén méi ldi

Word guide: %5 4h — another; B — two; /|~ — (measure word); A — people; 3% — didn’t;
& — come.

B Read examples in context

e In the opening example, 3B AP AER. : 5 4 identifies a different pair of
people.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary
o This use sits inside the noun phrase.
o It does not itself tell you how many people attended in total.

B Use the distinction

o 74p identifies a different pair of people.
o This use sits inside the noun phrase. It does not itself tell you how many people
attended in total.

B Try it with help closed

Two people apart from those already discussed did not attend. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: 7 7hH~ A% F .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This use sits inside the noun phrase.

o It does not itself tell you how many people attended in total.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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Sentence patterns — quantity & scope
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

#E ... 3 ... A / ¥ (not even)

B A missing basic action is striking

e Someone is so occupied that they are not eating even meals.
o fBIEREBANE. — % makes the absence of eating a striking case.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is # ... # ... A / & (not even). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fBEREARE .

ta lian fan dou bu chi

Word guide: fi — he; i — even; 1t — food; & — even; AN — not; iz, — eat.
B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, fBFEYEBANZ . : 7E makes the absence of eating a striking
case.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The expectation comes from context.
o The sentence does not necessarily assert an absolute absence of every other activity.

B Use the distinction

o 1% makes the absence of eating a striking case.

o The expectation comes from context. The sentence does not necessarily assert an
absolute absence of every other activity.
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B Try it with help closed

Someone is so occupied that they are not eating even meals. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: fliEREANZ .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The expectation comes from context.

o The sentence does not necessarily assert an absolute absence of every other ac-
tivity.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

4 ... M ... (for the sake of)

B A purpose can remain unachieved

e A team works hard in pursuit of a dream.

o fBfTI B AEMET}. — The dream is the motivation for the effort.

® Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 2§ ... T ... (for the sake of). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

A AR TR .
ta men wei meng xidng ér fen dou

Word guide: fifi] — they; & — for; 248 — dream; [fij — (for); &3} — strive.

B Read examples in context

 In the opening example, 1M AT}, : The dream is the motivation for
the effort.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o °fy is read wei in this purpose frame.
o Naming the goal does not mean the team has already achieved it.
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B Use the distinction

e The dream is the motivation for the effort.

e “fyis read wei in this purpose frame. Naming the goal does not mean the team has
already achieved it.

B Try it with help closed

A team works hard in pursuit of a dream. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: fitif] A& AH 7).
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
ok is read wei in this purpose frame.

o Naming the goal does not mean the team has already achieved it.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

f£fT + Noun + #§ / 4 (any)

B Any refers to the relevant domain

o A teacher invites questions about the lesson.

o fE4ujEBHER W PAME, — The invitation covers any question within the relevant
situation.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is {£fi] + Noun + #B / # (any). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

A0 i) REAR T AT o
ren hé wen ti dou ké yi wen
Word guide: fF4a] — any; [ — question; & — all; ] PA — can; [i] — ask.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, {Eff] [EEHRATPAE] . : The invitation covers any question
within the relevant situation.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o #B is common in this all-cases frame.
o T does not require #f or 4 in every construction, as in ¥ /G fa] [A] .

B Use the distinction
e The invitation covers any question within the relevant situation.

o #B is common in this all-cases frame. {£fi] does not require #f or 4, in every
construction, as in Y& {£4n] ] 1.

B Try it with help closed

A teacher invites questions about the lesson. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: {Fi] i) ZHRA] DA o

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e #P is common in this all-cases frame.

o {TAi] does not require #f or 4 in every construction, as in ¥ /G ] [A] .

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

B ... # / X ... (both ... and ...)

B Two qualities need not share an emotional value

o An item is expensive but useful, and both qualities are acknowledged.

o XNMAKRBEHERNIFH. — HE .. X .. combines the cost and usefulness as coexisting

qualities.

® Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is BE ... # / X ... (both ... and ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XANSRBE B E Uz

zhe ge cai ji pidn yi you hdao chi

Word guide: X — this; 4~ — (measure word); 3% — dish; B — both; f'H — cheap; X —
and; {17 — tasty.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, XARIFER NIEFH. : BE .. X .. combines the cost and
usefulness as coexisting qualities.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e One quality can be a drawback and the other a benefit.
o The construction does not force two positive or two negative judgments.

B Use the distinction

o £ .. X .. combines the cost and usefulness as coexisting qualities.

e One quality can be a drawback and the other a benefit. The construction does not
force two positive or two negative judgments.

B Try it with help closed

An item is expensive but useful, and both qualities are acknowledged. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: X% PHHE 5 I .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e One quality can be a drawback and the other a benefit.

o The construction does not force two positive or two negative judgments.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

¥ + Place + £/ F / B / %1 (location)

B Place the relation after its reference object

e A book rests on a table.
o FEHETFE. — L follows 5T to describe the book’s location relative to it.

® Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is £ + Place + £ / F / B / 3l (location).

Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FHERT L.

shu zai zhuo zi shang
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Word guide: 45 — book; 7F — is; 5F — table; | — on.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, FFEHEF L. : | follows 3T to describe the book’s
location relative to it.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o FEIKF and FEELH describe different relations.

o Not every location needs an extra position word: fEJl 5T is already a place expres-
sion.

B Use the distinction

e I follows &1 to describe the book’s location relative to it.

o TEIRF and fEALH describe different relations. Not every location needs an extra
position word: FEJVET is already a place expression.

B Try it with help closed

A book rests on a table. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write
it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare
with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: F5{FH 1 F.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o FEJKF and FEELH describe different relations.

o Not every location needs an extra position word: FEJlEL is already a place
expression.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Basic sentence patterns
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

i# ... 58 / # (even)

B A child understands the explanation

o A speaker says a child understands a simple explanation.

o E/NZHERE. — The child is presented as a surprisingly unlikely person to under-
stand.

® Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is 7 ... # / # (even). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

H/NBEE

lian xido hat dou dong

Word guide: £ — even; /NM% — child; &} — even; {# — understand.
B Read examples in context

 In the opening example, #/N%EREE. : The child is presented as a surprisingly
unlikely person to understand.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The speaker implies that more expected cases should understand too.

o This is a rhetorical expectation, not proof about every other person’s actual un-
derstanding.

B Use the distinction

o The child is presented as a surprisingly unlikely person to understand.

o The speaker implies that more expected cases should understand too. This is a
rhetorical expectation, not proof about every other person’s actual understanding.
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B Try it with help closed

A speaker says a child understands a simple explanation. Close the examples. Say

a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: %/NZHRE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The speaker implies that more expected cases should understand too.

o This is a rhetorical expectation, not proof about every other person’s actual
understanding.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Question Word + #B (every)

B A question word can have a universal reading

e Anyone in the class knows the answer.
o YEHRANE. — i with # includes everyone in the relevant group.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is Question Word + #B (every). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XILA-2#E

zheér shén me dou you
Word guide: iX J, — here; f{+4 — anything; #f — all; 5 — have.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, YEERHALE . : # with # includes everyone in the relevant
group.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o EALAHIE instead denies anyone knowing.
o The polarity changes the result, and the relevant group still comes from context.
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B Use the distinction

o U with #F includes everyone in the relevant group.

o UYEHERAHIIE instead denies anyone knowing. The polarity changes the result, and
the relevant group still comes from context.

B Try it with help closed

Anyone in the class knows the answer. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin re-
sponse, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern
adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: HEHBHIE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o EHEFAHIIE instead denies anyone knowing.

o The polarity changes the result, and the relevant group still comes from context.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

AR BK N (N times)

B Separate a multiple from an increase

o Last year’s count was ten and this year’s is twenty.

o SERPEERERPIfE. — The new total is twice the old total.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is A & B i N 4% (N times). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

SERFERNFRE.
jin nian shi qu nidn de lidng bei
Word guide: 4-4F — this year; J& — is; Z4F — last year; W — two; {5 — times.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, A4ERIEE R EER TG, : The new total is twice the
old total.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

« Two times the total is a one-times increase, or a hundred percent increase.
e Do not read J2Pfs as adding two extra old totals.

B Use the distinction
e The new total is twice the old total.

« Two times the total is a one-times increase, or a hundred percent increase. Do not
read 2% as adding two extra old totals.

B Try it with help closed

Last year’s count was ten and this year’s is twenty. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: 4-4F &= A4 A -
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Two times the total is a one-times increase, or a hundred percent increase.
e Do not read J2Pfi5 as adding two extra old totals.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

—& + 1/ # + & (not at all)

B An emphatic denial differs from a small amount

e You deny being tired at all.
. ﬁ—‘)ﬁﬂx\‘%o — — HARAS makes the negative emphatic: not tired in the slightest.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is —s + # / #8 + A& (not at all). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

B—REAR.
wo yi dian dou bu léi

Word guide: & — I; — & — a bit; Hf — even; A — not; B — tired.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, B—HEAR . | — S HBA makes the negative emphatic:
not tired in the slightest.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o — W AZE can express the same denial.

o The sentence is still a speaker’s claim, which may involve exaggeration rather than
measurement.

B Use the distinction

o — HHRA makes the negative emphatic: not tired in the slightest.

o —H AR can express the same denial. The sentence is still a speaker’s claim,
which may involve exaggeration rather than measurement.

B Try it with help closed

You deny being tired at all. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then
write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: F—S#EAE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o — AW AZE can express the same denial.

e The sentence is still a speaker’s claim, which may involve exaggeration rather
than measurement.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

A4IE + embedded choice + #F (unsure what is best)

B Took for the actual verb and its choice

» Several products are available, and you cannot choose which to buy.
o BAHEIEMAEF. — The speaker is unsure which purchase would be best.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is ANHIjH + embedded choice + #F (unsure what
is best). Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RAFE LA -
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wo bu zhit dao mdi nd ge hdo

Word guide: F — I; N — not; HIiE — know; & — buy; B~ — which; #f — best.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, A HIEE ZBFAEF .. The speaker is unsure which purchase
would be best.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o The question word can appear after the verb, as in SZHf/~.

o A formula that always puts the question word before the verb gives the wrong order
for this example.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker is unsure which purchase would be best.

e The question word can appear after the verb, as in £, A formula that always
puts the question word before the verb gives the wrong order for this example.

B Try it with help closed

Several products are available, and you cannot choose which to buy. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: FAHIE LA,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The question word can appear after the verb, as in SEHf4~.

o A formula that always puts the question word before the verb gives the wrong
order for this example.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

X} ... B (for / as far as ... is concerned)

B A viewpoint limits an evaluation

o Health matters most to you personally.

o XFEORUL, BEHEEZE. — The importance judgment is framed from the speaker’s
perspective.
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B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is X} ... 334 (for / as far as ... is concerned). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

MRK W, BEREE.
dut wo ldi shuo jian kang zut zhong ydao
Word guide: %} — for; 3 — me; K i — as for; {#H#E — health; f — most; HFH —

important.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, XtFRH L, EHREZE., : The importance judgment is
framed from the speaker’s perspective.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Other people may prioritise differently.

o KV is a separate fixed expression meaning generally speaking, not a named
person’s viewpoint.

B Use the distinction
o The importance judgment is framed from the speaker’s perspective.

o Other people may prioritise differently. —f& 1} is a separate fixed expression
meaning generally speaking, not a named person’s viewpoint.

B Try it with help closed

Health matters most to you personally. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin re-
sponse, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern
adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: XT%HZH%UE (G353 =E i

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o Other people may prioritise differently.
o — %K1 is a separate fixed expression meaning generally speaking, not a named
person’s viewpoint.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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Complex sentence patterns
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Adj + & + Adj, {HR ... (concede, then object)

B Conceding a quality does not settle a decision

e An item is good, but the price is unacceptable.

o IRH, HREKH. — The speaker accepts the quality before raising the price
objection.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is Adj + & + Adj, fHR& ... (concede, then object).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

R, HERKS.
hdo shi hao dan shi tai gui
Word guide: #f — good; & — (indeed); ¥ — good; {HJ& — but; K — too; 5t — expensive.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, IFRIF, [HREKH. : The speaker accepts the quality

before raising the price objection.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o The concession is not a retraction of the quality.
e The final decision depends on the objection and context.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker accepts the quality before raising the price objection.

o The concession is not a retraction of the quality. The final decision depends on the
objection and context.
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B Try it with help closed

An item is good, but the price is unacceptable. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: {24, HE K.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o The concession is not a retraction of the quality.

The final decision depends on the objection and context.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

— ... Bk ... (as soon as / whenever)

B An immediate link can describe a habit

e You usually sleep shortly after reaching home.
o B—BFWEHR,. — The arrival triggers sleeping in the described routine.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is — ... i ... (as soon as / whenever). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

B— 3| ZRERE -

wo yi dao jia jiv shui jido

Word guide: 3¢ — I; — — as soon as; #|% — get home; 5 — then; JEiT — sleep.
B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, BR—B) FHLEEH . : The arrival triggers sleeping in the
described routine.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

® Know the boundary

e The frame also describes one event in an appropriate past context.
o It does not specify an exact number of seconds between the actions.
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B Use the distinction

e The arrival triggers sleeping in the described routine.

e The frame also describes one event in an appropriate past context. It does not
specify an exact number of seconds between the actions.

B Try it with help closed

You usually sleep shortly after reaching home. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: F—| F L EW .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The frame also describes one event in an appropriate past context.

o It does not specify an exact number of seconds between the actions.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

—5 1 ... , —H 1 ... (on one hand / on the other)

B Two sides may reinforce or conflict

o Work and rest both matter when planning a week.

« —HHEELE, B—HHEERE . — The two aspects are set alongside each other

for consideration.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is —}4 M ... , — ' .. (on one hand / on the
other). Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

—HHEEILE, —HHERR.

yi fang mian yao gong zuo yi fang mian yao xiu i

Word guide: — 5T — on one hand; % — need to; T.{f — work; — 51 — on the other;
3 — need to; fRHE, — rest.

B Read examples in context

+ In the opening example, —HF BT/, B—FHEMME . : The two aspects are

set alongside each other for consideration.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

e The aspects can be complementary or in tension.

o The frame does not assert that both must be done simultaneously.

B Use the distinction

o The two aspects are set alongside each other for consideration.

o The aspects can be complementary or in tension. The frame does not assert that
both must be done simultaneously.
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B Try it with help closed

Work and rest both matter when planning a week. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: —HZ T/E, H—hHHEARE .

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
The aspects can be complementary or in tension.

The frame does not assert that both must be done simultaneously.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



Not only... but also...
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

AME /AL ..., MH /& /B ... (not only ... but also)

B Add another fact without making it stronger

e A person speaks Chinese and also English.
o MAELSFI, BELFEI., — The second ability is added to the first.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is AMH / R ... , WH / & / # ... (not only ...
but also). Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

AELH, BT

ta bu dan hut Zhong wén hdi hui Ying wén

Word guide: fii — he; ANH — not only; £ — can; H13 — Chinese; iA — also; £ — can;
PV — English.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, BAHESF L, B®ELEIL, : The second ability is added
to the first.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The added point need not be stronger or more positive.

o 1M H., it and tH require suitable word order and are not freely swapped in every
sentence position.

B Use the distinction

o The second ability is added to the first.

e The added point need not be stronger or more positive. [fif H., if and 8 require
suitable word order and are not freely swapped in every sentence position.
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B Try it with help closed

A person speaks Chinese and also English. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: AN HESHF L, AT,
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e The added point need not be stronger or more positive.

o IMH., i and ¥ require suitable word order and are not freely swapped in every
sentence position.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Comparing similar adverbs
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

23k vs JAE (originally vs it turns out)

B An earlier state differs from a new discovery

* You had intended to go, while a friend’s identity has just become clear.

o WAL BFREM. — 4% marks the earlier intention and J§i3€ marks the

discovery in these contexts.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is 253 vs JA3E (originally vs it turns out). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RARBEE -
wo bén ldi xidng qu de
Word guide: & — I; 43% — originally; 48 — want; & — go.

B Read examples in context

R R

yudn lai shi ni

Word guide: J§i3 — so it turns out; & — is; /i — you.

« In the opening example, AR ; FREBIR. : 43 marks the earlier intention
and J§i3k marks the discovery in these contexts.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e J§i3k can also mean originally, and ZX3% can mark an inherent fact.

o These useful examples are not mutually exclusive dictionary definitions.

B Use the distinction
o X3 marks the earlier intention and Jfi 3¢ marks the discovery in these contexts.

o J5i3k can also mean originally, and Z~3¢ can mark an inherent fact. These useful
examples are not mutually exclusive dictionary definitions.
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B Try it with help closed

You had intended to go, while a friend’s identity has just become clear. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: FoARAHZE:; FK 2R,
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e JE¥ can also mean originally, and Z<X3¢ can mark an inherent fact.

o These useful examples are not mutually exclusive dictionary definitions.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

W vs A4 (often vs tends to)

B Frequency and a tendency can overlap

e You observe that weekends tend to be busy.

o FEFRBABEMIT. — 4 presents a recurring tendency tied to weekends.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is #H vs FfE (often vs tends to). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

flrEHB

ta chang chdng chi dao
Word guide: i — he; %% — often; IR 2| — be late.

B Read examples in context

FRAAERT

zhou mo wang wang hén mdng

Word guide: 7K — weekends; {14 — tend to; 8 — very; - — busy.

o In the opening example, FRLELEMBI:. : 4 presents a recurring tendency tied
to weekends.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o HH can also describe frequent busy weekends.

o f¥fF is unsuitable for a single intended action such as ] K12, but the words
can overlap in repeated-event contexts.

B Use the distinction
o fEfE presents a recurring tendency tied to weekends.

o MW can also describe frequent busy weekends. f3{¥ is unsuitable for a single
intended action such as FHH K1EA: 2, but the words can overlap in repeated-
event contexts.

B Try it with help closed

You observe that weekends tend to be busy. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: J&RKFERT:.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e 5 can also describe frequent busy weekends.

o fEfE is unsuitable for a single intended action such as F¢HH KA A7, but the
words can overlap in repeated-event contexts.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

K| vs WA (adverb vs time-word)

B An adverb differs from a time expression

o A friend left recently, and you describe the timing.
o fBRIE; FIAfBEEXIL. — M| modifies the departure, while M| 7" names a recent

time.

® Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is §J vs W4 (adverb vs time-word). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

b RIE .
ta gang zou

Word guide: i — he; Mi| — just; & — leave.
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B Read examples in context

R Al )L

gang cdi ta zai zheér

Word guide: M4 — a moment ago; fifi — he; £ — was; iX JL — here.

o In the opening example, fFIE ; B AMHEEX )L, : W modifies the departure, while
NIl 4" names a recent time.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e N4 can move before the subject or after it in suitable sentences.

e N is not a standalone time noun, and T is not universally forbidden after a K-

modified verb.

B Use the distinction

o NI modifies the departure, while K| " names a recent time.

e KA can move before the subject or after it in suitable sentences. K| is not a
standalone time noun, and | is not universally forbidden after a KjJ-modified verb.

B Try it with help closed

A friend left recently, and you describe the timing. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: N5 ; KA fAEX L.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o R4 can move before the subject or after it in suitable sentences.

e N is not a standalone time noun, and T is not universally forbidden after a
Ml-modified verb.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Comparing similar prepositions
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

*XF vs XF (about vs regarding)

B A book’s topic differs from an attitude frame

* You describe a book about history.

o XR—AXFHBAH. — KT ¥ modifies the book’s topic.

B Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is &F vs ¥}F (about vs regarding). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

KTRXMHE, RAHFE.

guan yu zheé jian shi wo bu qing chu

Word guide: FF — about; iX — this; /4 — (measure word);  — matter; I, — I, & -
not; JE %8 — clear.

B Read examples in context

MNP FE, BREFE.

dui yu zhe ge wen ti wo you kan fa

Word guide: XfF — regarding; iX — this; /> — (measure word); [H]#H — issue; F& — I;

A — have; HIE — views.

 In the opening example, EXR—AAXFHERFH. : X T 5% modifies the book’s
topic.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o X, FRARJESHER frames an attitude instead.

e KT and X} overlap in some sentence-level topic expressions, but % does not
simply replace &7F in this noun modifier.

HSK 4 ¢ 28 Comparing similar prepositions @



B Use the distinction
o XY modifies the book’s topic.

o XTI H, FRARBOSHR frames an attitude instead. T and X}F overlap in some
sentence-level topic expressions, but X}F does not simply replace ¢F in this noun
modifier.

B Try it with help closed

You describe a book about history. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: X&—4 &1 5.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

ST s, FRARESER frames an attitude instead.

T and X}T overlap in some sentence-level topic expressions, but Xf- does
not simply replace 7+ in this noun modifier.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B vs M (gap from vs starting point)

B A distance relation differs from a starting point

e A school is close to your home, and your journey begins at home.

o ¥RBRFMIL; BMAEKHEER. — & marks the separation, while M marks the
journey’s origin.
B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is B vs M (gap from vs starting point). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FRBERERIE.
zué wiao i wo jia hén jin
Word guide: 4% — school; B — from; F — my; %% — home; R — very; i — close.

B Read examples in context

RMIEFK .

wo cong Beéi jing ldi

Word guide: & — I; M — from; Jt 5T — Beijing; % — come.

« In the opening example, 2. BERFEMIL; BMAKH K. : & marks the separation,

while M marks the journey’s origin.
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o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o M also introduces starting times such as M -2 .
o A phrase expressing closeness does not by itself report movement.

B Use the distinction

o % marks the separation, while M marks the journey’s origin.

o M also introduces starting times such as M- F|ii. A phrase expressing closeness
does not by itself report movement.

B Try it with help closed

A school is close to your home, and your journey begins at home. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: 18 B FZMEIT: AR H LK.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o M also introduces starting times such as M 5.2

o A phrase expressing closeness does not by itself report movement.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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Comparing similar functions
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

B vs #iZ (instead vs on the contrary)

B A reversal differs from a contrasting proposition

o An explanation was expected to help but instead made things less clear.

. BRE, RERMEBYK T . — M marks a result opposite to the expected im-

provement.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is )i vs # (instead vs on the contrary). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WRMEET .

bing fan ér géng zhong le
Word guide: i — illness; i — instead; ¥ — more; B — serious.

B Read examples in context

R, RER.

xiang fan wo tong yi

Word guide: #{)Z — on the contrary; ¥ — I; [f] & — agree.

o In the opening example, R, BEMEBIE T . : /XM marks a result opposite

to the expected improvement.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o M/ can open a contrasting statement or describe opposite properties.
o In this frame JZ ]l modifies the predicate, rather than merely naming any difference.

B Use the distinction

e JZ I marks a result opposite to the expected improvement.

e FJZ can open a contrasting statement or describe opposite properties. In this
frame Sz modifies the predicate, rather than merely naming any difference.
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B Try it with help closed

An explanation was expected to help but instead made things less clear. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: f#R)G, FRIMERE T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o FHJZ can open a contrasting statement or describe opposite properties.

e In this frame M modifies the predicate, rather than merely naming any differ-
ence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

BE vs BiE vs —%E (sure / certain)

B Confidence differs from confirming a detail

o A friend predicts an arrival, while you have not confirmed the time.

o fb—EL%; BABBEHERE. — —& expresses a confident prediction and #ifj &

refers to confirming the time.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is B 5E vs i vs —& (sure / certain). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fb—ESRK.
ta yi ding hui lai
Word guide: fth — he; —7% — certainly; 2 — will; 3¢ — come.

B Read examples in context

RIEBHE «

wo hdi méi que ding

Word guide: 3¢ — I; i& — yet; % — not; %€ — confirm.

« In the opening example, fi—E ¥ ; BB BB EMHA] .. —F expresses a confident
prediction and fffj 5 refers to confirming the time.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

e HE can also express confidence, and it has verb uses such as § & 5.

o Word class depends on the construction; confident wording is not proof of the
future.

B Use the distinction

o —E expresses a confident prediction and #ifj5g refers to confirming the time.

o HE can also express confidence, and it has verb uses such as &€ J#%:. Word
class depends on the construction; confident wording is not proof of the future.

B Try it with help closed

A friend predicts an arrival, while you have not confirmed the time. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: fth—5E<3k; FIAPEHAE A

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e HE can also express confidence, and it has verb uses such as & & % %5%.

o Word class depends on the construction; confident wording is not proof of the
future.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

EH vs §3& (to suit vs suitable)

B Use the object with the right suitable-word

o A job suits someone’s abilities.
o XNTHEEB/WR. — i H takes {fk as its object in the suitability relation.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is JEH vs &i& (to suit vs suitable). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

A TAEE SR

zhe ge gong zuo shi hé ni
Word guide: X — this; |~ — (measure word); T/ — job; i€y — suit; 4/ — you.
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B Read examples in context

XA AE-

zhé ge jia gé hén hé shi

Word guide: iX — this; /|~ — (measure word); fi#% — price; f§ — very; £i& — suitable.

o In the opening example, XA TAEBE SR, : i takes /R as its object in the
suitability relation.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o f£yifi instead functions as an adjective, as in X /RAR Erid.

e Shared meaning does not allow the same word order everywhere.

B Use the distinction

o J#if takes [ as its object in the suitability relation.

o £yifi instead functions as an adjective, as in XJ{R{R & i&. Shared meaning does
not allow the same word order everywhere.

B Try it with help closed

A job suits someone’s abilities. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: X TAE&E &R

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o £t instead functions as an adjective, as in X/RAR .

e Shared meaning does not allow the same word order everywhere.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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Comparing similar time words
HSK 4

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

PAJG vs HIBHE (after vs when)

B After an event differs from during it

¢ You leave when class has finished.

o TFHEPAE, BRPEIFK. — DA locates the going home after the class ends.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is PAJG vs BJBME (after vs when). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

THRAE, REIZK.
xid ké yi hou wo hui jia
Word guide: Fiff — finish class; PAJ5 — after; F — I; [1/5% — go home.

B Read examples in context

AR, BT .

chi fan de shi hou bié shuo hua

Word guide: B2 — eat; BB — when; il — don’t; Pifk — talk.

 In the opening example, F3RPAJG, M. : PAJ5 locates the going home after
the class ends.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

® Know the boundary

o FiRAYEHE instead locates an action during class.
o The relation comes from the chosen event; [{JH}fE can refer to an event moment

as well as an extended activity.
B Use the distinction

o PAJ5 locates the going home after the class ends.

o [iREAIHHEE instead locates an action during class. The relation comes from the
chosen event; f{JH}fE can refer to an event moment as well as an extended activity.
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B Try it with help closed

You leave when class has finished. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: NRPLE, FRHIZEK.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o iIRAYEHE instead locates an action during class.

o The relation comes from the chosen event; & can refer to an event moment
as well as an extended activity.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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