Comparing similar prepositions
HSK 4

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

*XF vs XF (about vs regarding)

B A book about it, an attitude towards it

e You write a report on a documentary about climate change and how students feel
about it.

« BR—BRTFIUBRBUHELRA . HTRXAHE, KFPEEAFR. — “Thisisa

documentary about climate change. On this issue, opinions differ.”

B XF = about (the topic)
o XTF introduces the topic or content: J&FH[E R4, X T iX{5H.
o As a topic at the start of a sentence: X T#i,, ZIHiAEEF.

XTFER, BIEBGEM.

guan yu kdao shi lao shi hdr méi tong zhi

Word guide: JF — about; %1 — the exam; i — the teacher; if — still; ¥% — hasn’t;
] — announced.

*F: about (a topic) - ¥F: towards (an attitude)

link thing verb

F XA B)ER AREIEZE AE
dulyd zhége wenti dajia de kanfa bu téng

on this question people's views differ

B %}F = regarding (the target of an attitude)

o XIF introduces what a judgement or action is directed at: Y XA PE, BB
W&, — “I'm very satisfied with this decision.”

o It can follow the subject: FXF T X3 7%A = 0.

MFENVE, RIEBEHE-

dui yu zhé ge jué ding wo hén mdn yi

Word guide: %}F — regarding; X~ — this; #tiE — decision; & — I; & — very; JH= —

satisfied.
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B The subject’s position

e T phrases do not go after the subject: T X3, FAHLE, not I KT X4
FAHIE.
o X}F can go either before or after the subject: X}, .. / X+ ...

B Titles use XF

o A book, talk or article title takes J&F: (T IRELEPY .

o XIF suits opinions and attitudes: XfF24E 3y, WX A8, R EEZ ...
—BRTIMRHICE.

yi pian guan yiu hudn bdao de wén zhang

Word guide: — — a; fa — (measure word); T — about; ¥ — the environment; 3
B — article.
B Recap

o XF = about, introducing a topic. It often starts a topic phrase and can also occur
inside a noun phrase; the whole construction controls its position.

o XF = regarding (target of an attitude or judgement); before or after the subject.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B vs M (gap from vs starting point)

B How far, and from where?

o A new classmate asks where you live and how you get to school.

s REBH¥RMBIE, RERXMFZERFE. — “My home is close to school; every day

I walk here from home.”

B B — distance from

« ABE B+ & / ji / distance = how far A is from B: IR B FARIT.
o Also for time: B#{{iAH =K — “There are still three days until the exam.”

BEREE=X.
i kdo shi hdi you san tian
Word guide: B — until; %1 — the exam; 84 — there are still; =K — three days.
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& distance from - M: starting from

who when where verb
& V=1 [
E24 (ST MR RER&R
wo méi tian céng jia zoulu 1ai
| every day from home walk here

B M = starting point

« M + place / time = from (the starting point of movement or time): MJLEH
K, I\ TT IR

o Often with F|: M\F R FRE A7

MERBIEBBE 155,

cong jia dao xué xiao yao er shi fen zhong

Word guide: M — from; € — home; 3| — to; ZF# — school; B — takes; —+ — twenty;

Z35P — minutes.

B Distance or starting point?

« A gap (i, i, how many km) takes Bf: £5iX JLRIZE, not Mix JLARE.
e Movement or a beginning takes M: MiXJLiE, not BiX JLE.

® One sentence, both words

o MNERBIARMRIE, BAAFEHTHOMIB. — “It’s a long way from my home

to the office, because the office is far from the city centre.”

e M .. #| .. measures a route; B measures a gap.
AT BT LRI .
gong si li shi zhong xin hén yudn
Word guide: /47| — the office; B — from; T H1.[» — the city centre; {8 — very; it — far.
B Recap

o B = the gap between two points (place or time): B2#K R, BHiX =K.
o M = the starting point of movement or time: M H &, M/ ETTEE.

Practise this pattern step by step.

HSK 4 ¢ 28 Comparing similar prepositions @



Practice without the models

Choose a pattern, cover its teaching examples, and attempt its questions. Use the
labels to find feedback in the separate key.

B XF vs XfF (about vs regarding)
2801.1 Complete: “an article about the environment” —f%5 .......... BRI CE

2801.2 Which sentence is correct?

o AL FRRTRXMFMIE.

o B. XTRMF, HAMIE.

o C. FXMFRTAHIE.

o D FXTXMAFFAHIE.

2801.3 Build: “I'm very satisfied with this decision.”
Arrange all chunks: % / XfFixXE /[ BFE. /
2801.4 XfT can come after the subject.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2801.5 You write a report on a documentary about climate change and how students
feel about it. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.
Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B 2 vs M (gap from vs starting point)

2802.1 Complete: “The station is very close to here” ZEul ... X JLARIT.
2802.2 “The meeting starts at nine.” Which fits? £ JUETTR.

o« A.M

« B. ¥

« C.n

e D.IY

2802.3 Build: “It takes twenty minutes from home to school.”
Arrange all chunks: — 14340, / MZEK /| B/ 322K

2802.4 %A =K uses & for time.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2802.5 A new classmate asks where you live and how you get to school. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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A fresh situation

R1. Interpret and repair. A traveller says B4l 5L H & to mean depart from
Beijing. Repair the source phrase.

R2. Use it yourself. Name the topic of a talk and a personal attitude toward
learning.

Write your responses before opening the key. Compare meaning as well as form; a
different valid answer need not copy the model.
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Answers and explanations

Check after your attempt. For open tasks, compare the message and the stated criteria,
then revise one detail.

B XF vs XfF (about vs regarding)
2801.1 %F

Topic and content take J&7F-.

2801.2 B. KFXfFE, FAMIAE.

KT X5, FRAFNIE is right: a T phrase (“about ..”) goes at the start, before
the subject. For an attitude such as =, use %} instead.

2801.3 X X ouE, HARWE.
XTF + target, then the attitude.
2801.4 True.

True. X}F can follow the subject: X} X3 A B IL. XT cannot; it normally

starts the sentence or follows [¥].

2801.5 One possible response: iXJ&—#fx TR R« XX A4 a8,
REVEIEA

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e XF phrases do not go after the subject: =X/}, FAHIE, not F X FixX
FAHIE.

o X}F can go either before or after the subject: X}, .. / X+ ...

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B 2 vs M (gap from vs starting point)

2802.1

A gap takes .

2802.2 A. M

A starting point in time takes M.

2802.3 MR ZFASE A48k

M ... Bl] ... + time needed.

2802.4 True.

% can measure the gap until an event.

2802.5 One possible response: FZHE B4R IT, T RMFEKF.
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Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o A gap (3, i, how many km) takes &: BiXx JLARIE, not MiX JLAR .

o Movement or a beginning takes M: MiX JLiE, not EixJLiE.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Fresh-situation answers

R1. MAbai % . M identifies the starting point. Bt IR IE gives distance relative
to Beijing; & does not replace M in this departure frame.

R2. One possible response. 4 K 42 % T2 50 . Hoxt2:3) hsCis
YK, J&TF introduces the topic; %f links the attitude to its target. Use the whole
frame rather than one English gloss.

Recall later. Tomorrow, distinguish a starting point from a distance reference in a
new route.
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