Complex sentence patterns
HSK 4

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

Adj + & + Adj, {HR ... (concede, then object)

® Nice, but ...

» Your friend loves a jacket in a shop. You agree it’s pretty, but the price is crazy.

e ERBELE HREKRT. — “It's pretty, all right, but it’s too expensive.”
"ARA, BRE/TE/RE -

o Adj & Adj concedes a point (“it is .., admittedly”); then B2 / WJ& / /&
brings the objection.
o The same word repeats on both sides of 4&: W24, 8 H 2 HH.

HRE, RAZT .
hdo shi hdo jiu shi tai yudn le
Word guide: ¥ — good; & — (it is); &F — good; /& — it’s just that; K — too; it — far.

ARA, B2 ...:itis..., but

verb link
N — NG —y TE = i(EE
ICRITTAE/RTT =) Al
piaoliang shi piaoliang danshi tai gui le
pretty, yes but too expensive

B Verbs work too

o HREE, WREME., - “I do want to go, but I don’t have time.”

« XAPBRERET, HEKE®E. — “Idid read the book, but I didn’t understand
it

EREE, TTREHE.

qu shi xidng qu ké shi méi shi jian

Word guide: 2 — go; & — (it is); A — want to; 2 — go; A J& — but; ¥ — have no; i}

[A] — time.
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B Repeat the same word

o Use the identical word on both sides: 5i4&5t, not &R Ht.
o The second clause must object; &4, 1 H. ... does not work.

B Versus B ... [HE ...

o BABE, (HZ2KFtT is neutral.

o JHELIEVE  {HAZ .. sounds more conversational and shows you have considered
the point.

BABRESR, HREKRT.

sui ran hén piao liang dan shi tai gui le

Word guide: 8k — although; f§ — very; 2 — pretty; {HE — but; X — too; 5 —
expensive.

B Recap

«c ARA, BR /WER /BME ... =it’s A, admittedly, but ....

o Same word twice; the second part must object.

Practise this pattern step by step.

— ... B8 ... (as soon as / whenever)

B The moment you arrive

e Your friend’s dog gets excited every time someone rings the doorbell.

o 18—, BEiMEZR. — “As soon as the doorbell rings, it runs over.”

B A, i B=assoonas A, B
« — + verb A, (Subject) Bt + verb B = B happens immediately after A.
o — and #f each go after their own subject: F—32|, it T .

E—BIXK, BWFWT.

Word guide: 3% — I; — — as soon as; F| — arrived; X — home; i — then; Ny — rain.

— ..., ® ....the moment ...

thing link who verb
N A - = 2 S,
)52 e E I =
ménling yl xiang ta jill pdo guoqu
the doorbell the moment it rings it (the dog) runs over
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B Whenever: a habit

o fb—IHUIHERLEARE . — “Whenever he drinks coffee, he can’t sleep.”
o B—FMET. — “I understood the moment I looked.”

fs— IR B

ta yi he ka fei jiu shui bu zhdo

Word guide: fii — he; — — whenever; 1 — drinks; IIME — coffee; Bt — then; MEAZE —
can’t sleep.

B Placement of — and Bt

o — goes before the first verb, after its subject: F&—%I, not —FK 7.
o 3l goes after the second subject: fiiE T, not FifthE T .

B — %t .. versus Ml .. % ...

e — .. ¥t .. = whenever / as soon as (also habits).

o W .. %t .. = had only just .. when (a single past event): FERIF|, fikE T .
BB, HMRET .

wo gang dao ta jiu zou le

Word guide: & — I; W — just; %] — arrived; filt — he; ¥ — then; 5E — left.

B Recap

o — A, ¥t B = as soon as / whenever A, B.
o — and A each after their own subject; Wl ... Hf ... for a single just-happened event.

Practise this pattern step by step.

—5TME ... , —HTH ... (on one hand / on the other)
B Two sides of the story

e In a class debate, you explain why many young people move to big cities.

. — X, KIRIHAE; B—HE, EFEHEHME.  “On the one hand, big cities

have more opportunities; on the other, life is more convenient.”

" s (B) —HH -

e —X4M ..., —HME ... / B—HFME ... presents two aspects or reasons side by side.
o Each —J51f] starts its clause, usually with a comma or semicolon in between.

yi fang mian gong zi gao ling yi fang mian Ii jia jin

Word guide: — 5] — on one hand; T.% — the pay; & — high; % — 5T — on the
other; B — from; % — home; T — close.
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—AHE ..., 3—ME ...: on one hand, on the other

link verb

—7H Ripm=% 5—FHH
yi fangmian da chéngshi jihui dud ling yi fangmian
on one hand big cities have chances on the other
-
(
EEENK
shénghud yali da
life is stressful

B Two reasons or a contrast

« Two reasons in the same direction: — RN TH¥YI, —H BRI TXPE.

“Partly to study, partly to make friends.”

« A contrast: — FHEBREE, B—FEHXHLEEKL. — “On the one hand I

want to go; on the other, I worry about spending too much.”

—HERATH¥, —HERNT XK.

yi fang mian shi wei le xué xi yi fang mian shi wéi le jiao péng you

Word guide: — 5Tl — partly; =& — is; h T — for; 2¢>] — study; — 1 — partly; J& —
is; ST — for; 3Z — make; & — friends.

B Parallel halves

o Keep both halves in the same shape: — K& .., —H L ...
e Do not use —J5 T alone; it needs its partner.

® Versus AMH ... T H ...
o /NMH .. 1 H. .. builds up: the second point is stronger.

e — M .. —J5 A .. weighs two points equally, often in an argument or explanation.

MEEH, THFZ.
bi dan pian yi ér qi¢ hdo chi
Word guide: A~H — not only; f#‘H — cheap; 1 H. — but also; 17 — tasty.

B Recap
e —%MH ..., (33) —H 1 ... = on the one hand ..., on the other ...

o Two parallel aspects or a contrast; always used as a pair.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Practice without the models

Choose a pattern, cover its teaching examples, and attempt its questions. Use the
labels to find feedback in the separate key.

B Adj + & + Adj, {HR ... (concede, then object)
2501.1 Complete: “It’s cheap, all right, but the quality is poor.” {HH & ........., {H
e A

2501.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A RIIZEANZ, HEKBRT .

o B.HoRREIZ, HRKHT .

o C. 4z 2tz 1mHKHT .

o D. HIZRIRIFZ, (H2 KT .

2501.3 Build: “I do want to go, but I don’t have time.”
Arrange all chunks: A] & / , / K@% / &HHE .

2501.4 Ee Byes - {HIE . concedes a point before objecting.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2501.5 Your friend loves a jacket in a shop. You agree it’s pretty, but the price
is crazy. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.
Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B — 3 .. (as soon as / whenever)

2502.1 Complete: “As soon as class ended, he left” — i, fthh ... FET
2502.2 Which sentence is correct?

o AL —FRHNIK, BAET .

o B HNHK—, MEMT .

o CoE—2N%K, it T.

o D. K—FIFK, BMMET.

2502.3 Build: “Whenever he drinks coffee, he can’t sleep.”
Arrange all chunks: BEARNZE . /At / 5t / —P&EIMHE
2502.4 — .. § .. can describe a habit.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2502.5 Your friend’s dog gets excited every time someone rings the doorbell. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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B M ..., —HTH ... (on one hand / on the other)

2503.1 Complete: “On the one hand it’s cheap; on the other, it’s close to home.” —
TR, 55 o BFEARIT.

2503.2 What is wrong with — /1 FRAEE. 7

e A. It needs N4

o B. Nothing

o C. —1 needs its partner clause

o D. —7J5 T must come last

2503.3 Build: “Partly to study, partly to make friends.”

Arrange all chunks: KiK. / —FHWH=NT /., /| —FHHEHEHN 7%
2503.4 — 5T ... — 5 ... weighs two points equally.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2503.5 In a class debate, you explain why many young people move to big cities. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

A fresh situation

R1. Interpret and repair. A learner hears f'H 2 'H, {HZ XKL T and thinks
the speaker denies the low price. What is conceded?

R2. Use it yourself. Describe an action that happens as soon as you arrive and
another choice with two sides.

Write your responses before opening the key. Compare meaning as well as form; a
different valid answer need not copy the model.
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Answers and explanations

Check after your attempt. For open tasks, compare the message and the stated criteria,
then revise one detail.

B Adj + & + Adj, {HR ... (concede, then object)
2501.1 {HE

The same word repeats on both sides of J&.

2501.2 B. ffiz iz, H2 KB T .

Wz Bz, BB T is right: X J2 X repeats the same word with no 1%, then a
contrast with {H/2. T H. adds a point instead of objecting.

2501.3 K@M A, Al Ra .

ARA, 72 ..

2501.4 True.

That is the purpose of the pattern.

2501.5 One possible response: = 2 (HEJR T,

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Use the identical word on both sides: Ti425t, not 2Rt

e The second clause must object; & #F, 1M H. .. does not work.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B — _ # .. (as soon as / whenever)

2502.1 3
— A, 3 B.

2502.2 C. & —FN%, M T .

Fe—RNFK, & T is right: — and # each come after their own subject (F— ..,
st ).

2502.3 fti— M HESEIE AN

Subject + — + verb, L + result.

2502.4 True.

It means whenever as well as as soon as.

2502.5 One possible response: [ ]&—I, Eutid2,

Check meaning and form:
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o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o — goes before the first verb, after its subject: F&—%I|, not —F% .

o 3 goes after the second subject: fiFiE T, not FifthE T .

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B M ..., —HT ... (on one hand / on the other)

2503.1 — 5[

— N .., B—H ...

2503.2 C. —J7'1f] needs its partner clause

—7J5 1] introduces one side and needs its partner: — 7R FEAH L, FH— I EG

[A]. On its own the sentence is incomplete.

2503.3 — =N T, —IrH=N TN

Parallel halves.

2503.4 True.

ANH ... 1 H .. builds up instead.

2503.5 One possible response: — 51, KIKTHLSZL: B—hm, EEHEN
fii,

Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Keep both halves in the same shape: — K& .., —HHIE ...

e Do not use —J5 T alone; it needs its partner.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Fresh-situation answers

R1. The speaker accepts that it is cheap but objects that it is too far away. The
repeated adjective concedes the point before the qualification.

R2. One possible response. & —F| Kt ARITHIG. —HHILEEEK, 55—
I AHAT A B E] . The first orders closely linked events; the second separates two
considerations, not two successive actions.

Recall later. Later, identify whether two clauses are a concession, a sequence or
parallel considerations.
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