Basic sentence patterns
HSK 4

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

i# ... 58 / # (even)

B A hot stove

o A friend doesn’t know that you shouldn’t touch a hot stove.

o XAE/NEZETHAGE! — “Even a small child knows that!”

% 4+ X+ # /W + Verb = even X

o # X #B/W + verb = “even X”: X is the least likely case, so the statement is
strong.

o The % phrase comes before the verb: #EAMERE T — “Even he came.”
HEMARR T

lian ta dou lai le
Word guide: % — even; ftfi — he; #B — (even); 2k — came.

% + person + #B + verb: even ... knows

thing link verb
. N AY
XA EINEF #hFE
zhége lidn xido haizi dou zhidao
this even small children know

B Surprising subjects and objects

o Subject: TEIMWAHTEEE. — “Even the teacher doesn’t know the answer.”
« Object moved forward: fMFEFIREFETIE. — “He works even at weekends.”

At R R AR T AR
ta lidn zhou mo dou zai gong zuo
Word guide: fii — he; 7% — even; &K — at weekends; #B — (even); f£ — (is); LA —

working.

HSK 4 « 24 Basic sentence patterns @



B Keep #f /
o 1% needs #B or 1 after X: EMMERF T, not HAHK T .

o Choose X as the most surprising case; 7% + ordinary item sounds odd.

B Positive & versus negative #
o Positive: E/NZTHR4 — even a child can do it (so it’s easy).
o Negative: E—PNFHNRSE — can’t write even one character (so it’s hopeless).

E—NFHARE.
ta lian yi ge zi dou b hui xié
Word guide: fii — he; & — even; —~~ — one; % — character; & — (even); AN — can’t;

£ — (can); 5 — write.

B Recap

o ¥ X # / W + Verb = even X ...; X is the most surprising case.
o Keep #f / H; negative forms mean “not even”.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Question Word + #f (every)

B Anywhere is fine

» Your friend asks where you want to eat. You are hungry and not fussy.

o WBILERAT, ARIEM, — “Anywhere is fine; you choose.”

B Question word + # = every-, any-

. B (cveryone), AR (cverything), B JLES (everywhere), f4 R BEHS (any
time), B AHR (however).

o The QW goes before [ and the verb.

fistt-2 8%

ta shén me dou hui
Word guide: 1, — he; {14 — anything; #} — all; £ — can do.

M) L&D ...: anywhere is ...

question word verb
PARJ L #1T fRikng
nar dou xing ni xuan ba
anywhere is fine you choose
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B Negatives: no one, nothing

o BAFAEIARENE., — “I don’t want to eat anything.”
o BAHERAD|. - “I can’t find it no matter how I look.”

RELHERAZ .

wo zén me dou zhdo bu dao
Word guide: & — I; /E4 — however; #f — (still); 4% — look; A — (can’t); #| — find.
B QW first

o FATLENZ, not FIZAH4%R: the QW moves before #f.
« With a noun: W4~ / 4 + noun + #B: f2EHBEFIZ.

B Versus A% + QW
e QW + # is short and spoken: HEHR W] PAE.
o A + QW, #f .. spells out the condition: AN HER, FoEBWLD.

AEHER, REKD.

bu guan shéi lai wo dou huan ying

Word guide: A4 — no matter; # — who; € — comes; F — I, & — (all); i@ —
welcome.

B Recap

« QW + # + verb = every- / any-; with /N / & = no- / nothing.

o QW before &f; A% + QW is the longer form.

Practise this pattern step by step.

AR B N (N times)
B Twice as big

e You compare your new flat with the tiny room you rented before.

o BERAETRPAHIRH=A%. — “My place now is three times the size of my old one.”

BARBB N =AisN times B
e« AR BM N %= AisN times (as big / many as) B.
o fi% is a measure of multiples: Wif%, =%, 1.

AR A R IR o

zhé ge chéng shi de rén kou shi na ge de liang béi
Word guide: X~ — this; 3§ — city; A — population; && — is; A4~ — that; B —
two; ff5 — times.

HSK 4 « 24 Basic sentence patterns @



AZBHM... & .. times as much

thing link number
2z —
IMERE F ELARIRY =15
xianzai de fangzi shi yigian de san bei
the house now is, of the old one, three times

"W+ %/ E+ N
« Al B £Z—£4% = A is one time more than B, i.e. double.

o MAEMWINT —4%. — “The price has doubled.” ¥4/ T N f#% counts the increase on
top of the original.

SERFEE W EEL .

jin nian de xué sheng bt qu nian duo yi bei

Word guide: 4+4F — this year; 24 — students; kb — than; Z+4F — last year; £ — more;
—f% — one time.

B “Is N times” versus “N times more”
o J& .. IPIfE = twice as much (x2), and so is ¥ .. Z—f%. In careful usage, . ..

ZWiff = x3.

o fi is for increases; for “half as much”, use —2f: A & B g—2f.

B £% versus K

o ff% = times as much (multiples).

o K = times (occasions): FK 1L =K — “I've been three times.
REL=K.

wo qu quo san ci

Word guide: 3% — I; & — go; 1 — (experience); =K — three times.

B Recap
e« AR BH N =AisN times B; A it B £—f% = double.
o “Half as much” = —2}; occasions are counted with {X.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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—& + W/ # + B (not at all)

B A boring horror film

o A friend asks if the horror film was scary. You thought it was boring.

o —EJLBAWH. — “It wasn’t scary at all”

" —F)L+#/#+A/ &+ Adj/ Verb
o —RJLEA + Adj = “not .. at all”: — LAY, — S LERA T
o With verbs: — 5 JLIAE L, — 5 LI B4R,

SR —RILAE .
jin tian yi dianr ye bu léng
Word guide: 4K — today; — & JL — a bit; 5, — even; A~ — not; & — cold.

—&) LA not ... at all

link not
—=J Lt AA]1H
yidianr yé bu képa
not ... in the least scary

B Strong denial

e B—EJLEPAR. — “I'm not tired in the slightest.”

o fh— B LA, BRIBALER. — “He hasn’t changed at all; he still looks so
young.”

fb— RULHRZE.

ta yi dianr yé méi bian

Word guide: fth — he; —p5JLL — a bit; t — even; % — hasn’t; A% — changed.

B Order and the negative

o Put —;5 )L before A / ¥%: — S LAY, not A— g L.
o It needs a negative; — & JLHL is wrong. “A bit cold” is £ 5 L.

" — IR versus H L and AR
o AEJLE = a bit cold; AK¥E = not very cold.
o — i JLIAYE = not cold at all (the strongest).

GRIKE

jin tian bu tai léng
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Word guide: 4rK — today; AN K — not very; % — cold.

B Recap

« —&JL + H/# + A/%& + Adj/Verb = not ... at all.
o Needs a negative; scale: AN K — — i JLLA (strongest).

Practise this pattern step by step.

A4E + embedded choice + #F (unsure what is best)
® Which present?

o It’s your mother’s birthday tomorrow and you still haven’t chosen a gift.
o BAMEREMAAHF. — “I don’t know what would be best to give.”

" RHEE + Verb + QW + #F

o A4 + verb + question word + ¥ = “don’t know what / which / how it
would be best to ..”.

o % at the end means “would be good, best”: ANHITE LM -

RAFIE TR«

wo bu zhit dao mdi nd ge hdo

Word guide: & — I; /& — don’t; HIiE — know; 3£ — buy; M~ — which one; #f — (is

best).

Verb + f+4%F: what would be best to ...

who not question word

* AFE XAl

wo bu zhidao song shénme hao
| don't know what to give

B Choices between options

o BAMBEEIFFREREEEHF. — “I don't know whether it’s better to go to
Beijing or Shanghai.”

o MAHTEEADEF. — “He didn’t know what to do.”
RN FIE B A IPEF -

ta bu zht dao zén me ban hdo
Word guide: fth — he; A — didn’t; F13E — know; /E4 — how; Jp — to handle it; - —
(best).
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B A statement, not a question

e The question word is embedded, so there is no question mark: AHITE LA AL

o IF goes at the end of the embedded choice, not after HIiE: ANHE AT 4T, not
ANHBEFATA.

B Asking for advice

o Turn it into a question with /R¥4: ARIEFRFEFFAEF? — “Which do you think I
should buy?”

o Or with ;T SEHBA-PIE?
HRULTREFANF?
ni shuo wo mdai nd ge hdo
Word guide: 1R — you; i — say; & — I; 3£ — buy; Wi~ — which one; #f — (is best).
B Recap
o AHIE + Verb + QW + ¥ = don’t know what / which / how is best.
o Uf closes the embedded choice; ask advice with R4 ... T?

Practise this pattern step by step.

%t ... i (for / as far as ... is concerned)

B For me, it’s hard

e Your classmate finds Chinese tones easy, but you don’t.

o XK, HIHAMBME. — “For me, tones are hard.”

® %} + person + ¥ii, .. = for, as far as ... is concerned

o Xt X ik gives the point of view from which something is judged.

o It usually starts the sentence, followed by a comma.

MRFKYE, FEARE.

dut wo ldi shuo sheng dido hén nan

Word guide: X} — for; I — me; Rl — (as far as .. goes); A — tones; ff — very; ¥
— hard.

3t ... 3F: for ..., as far as ... is concerned

link thing verb
— N
POEZ &3] A {In¥:3
dul wo 1ai shuo shéngdiao hén nén
for me tones are hard
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B Groups and things too

o NPEEAESKYL, BIEIBREE., — “For students, time is the most important thing.”
o XXMV, MRIFMEEE. — “Tourism is very important for this city.”

MPFAERD, BEREE.

dui zué sheng lai shuo shi jian zui zhong yao

Word guide: X} — for; 2442 — students; Hii — (as far as .. goes); Wf[a] — time; fx —
most; E 2% — important.

B Keep all three parts

o Use the full frame X} ... i XJFAUL, not XJF UL (that means “said to me”).
e The judgement follows: XJABEE, X A2 7] 7.

% ... P versus FE ... BFK

o %} .. ¥ = how it affects or matters to someone: X F 1R M.

o 1F .. H¥ = someone’s opinion: JEFREE, XANIpEAL
ERER, XMIMEAEF.

zai wo kan ldi zhé ge ban fa bu hdo

Word guide: fF — in; & — my; FHF — view; X — this; JpyE — method; A — not; &
— good.

B Recap

o X X i}, ... = for X / as far as X is concerned.

o Keep RUL (XFF UG = said to me); 7 ... FHH = in someone’s opinion.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

Choose a pattern, cover its teaching examples, and attempt its questions. Use the
labels to find feedback in the separate key.

B .. & / # (even)

2401.1 Complete: “Even my grandma uses WeChat.” ........ FHTHES A
2401.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A ZITIEWAFIE.

o B. BRI ARGE.

o C.IEZITAHIE.

o D. BHEIAHIE.

2401.3 Build: “He works even at weekends.”

Arrange all chunks: T/E. / #BFE / f / EJHR

2401.4 i#/NZ T#B4: suggests the task is easy.
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True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2401.5 A friend doesn’t know that you shouldn’t touch a hot stove. Close the exam-
ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English
what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and
try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Question Word + #f (every)
2402.1 Complete: “He can do anything.” fh .......... #i<.
2402.2 Which says “Every dish is delicious”?

o A SRAAHEZ .

o B. #A-AKREZ,

o C. #IZAF2H .

o D. fFASHEZ .

2402.3 Build: “I can’t find it no matter how I look.”
Arrange all chunks: % / & / A%, / [EAH
2402.4 #EEF AT DA% means “Anyone can come.”
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2402.5 Your friend asks where you want to eat. You are hungry and not fussy. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

A RBBNA (N times)

2403.1 Complete: “Her salary is twice his.” M) T 2MAIHH oo
2403.2 B has 10 books. A I, B £Z—£%" — how many does A have?

« A 11

e B.5

« C.20

« D. 30

2403.3 Build: “This city’s population is twice that city’s.”
Arrange all chunks: £, / X MRHTFIAND [/ / IR
2403.4 Fk 211 =£% means “I've been three times.”

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2403.5 You compare your new flat with the tiny room you rented before. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
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detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B+ 1#/#,+ A (not at all)
2404.1 Complete: “This isn’t expensive at all.” X4~ L e A5
2404.2 Which is the strongest denial?

o A — LA,

« B. R

o C.ARKHES

« D. A RJLHE,

2404.3 Build: “He hasn’t changed at all.”
Arrange all chunks: 3% /b / —&JL / 2%,
2404.4 — /5 JL¥% means “a little cold”.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2404.5 A friend asks if the horror film was scary. You thought it was boring. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B RH15E + embedded choice + F (unsure what is best)
2405.1 Complete: “I don’t know what to say.” FAHIEUATA o
2405.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A FRAHIE KGR

o B. WAHEE LKA

o C. GFFAFIIE KA

o D. FAHLERIFALT

2405.3 Build: “He didn’t know what to do.”

Arrange all chunks: 4. / B2y | NHIE /b

2405.4 PRGFCEHINE? asks someone for advice.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2405.5 It’s your mother’s birthday tomorrow and you still haven’t chosen a gift. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.
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B %} ... i (for / as far as ... is concerned)
2406.1 Complete: “For me, this isn’t a problem.” XfF ........., XA\,
2406.2 What does X} F i mean?

e A. In his opinion

o B. As far as I'm concerned
e C. He said to me

e D. For him, I ..

2406.3 Build: “For students, time is the most important thing.”
Arrange all chunks: FREZ, / X2 K0 / , ) BE]

2406.4 {FFFE 3¢ introduces an opinion.

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2406.5 Your classmate finds Chinese tones easy, but you don’t. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

A fresh situation

R1. Interpret and repair. A five-yuan item and a ten-yuan item are compared.
A learner says 1 JG4& T JCHI P £y means the difference is ten yuan. Repair the
arithmetic.

R2. Use it yourself. State that you are not tired at all and identify who a difficult
task is difficult for.

Write your responses before opening the key. Compare meaning as well as form; a
different valid answer need not copy the model.
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Answers and explanations

Check after your attempt. For open tasks, compare the message and the stated criteria,
then revise one detail.

B L H /W (even)
2401.1 3%

i X #f = even X.

2401.2 B. 2 IHHAKLE.

EZITWAFE is right: # + X + /8 + verb. Leaving out /4 is wrong, and
7% must come directly before ZIifi.

2401.3 i3 A AHRAE TAE

Subject + % X + #B + verb.

2401.4 True.

If even a child can, it must be easy.

2401.5 One possible response: X/%E/N% T-HRHIE !
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 1% needs #f or tH after X: LA T, not HEAHE T .

e Choose X as the most surprising case; 7% + ordinary item sounds odd.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Question Word + #f (every)
2402.1 f}-4

2. + #F = everything / anything.
2402.2 D. fFASARLFIZ

Question word + noun + #} means “every”: A ZHRIFNZ “Every dish is delicious.”
4, must come directly before the noun, and #f before the predicate.

2402.3 FIE2HBLAE]
/E2, + #B + potential complement.
2402.4 True.

True. A question word before #f means “any / every”: #EHRH] DA% “Anyone can
come.”

2402.5 One possible response: W JLEM T, FRIENE.

Check meaning and form:
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My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
2880z, not FeHzAH4HR: the QW moves before .
With a noun: B4 / 4 + noun + #: fHASEEBITIZ.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B ARBMNE (N times)
2403.1 1%

A & BN f

2403.2 C. 20

One time more = double = 20.

2403.3 XTI @A 1 A o
A 2 B N 4.

2403.4 False.

False. {5 means “times” as a multiple (=f “three times as much”). Occasions are
counted with ¥K: &1 =K “I've been three times.”

2403.5 One possible response: 1R H T2 PARTH) =145,
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o J& .. IYPIfE = twice as much (x2), and so is H .. Z—f%. In careful usage, It ..
ZWifh = x3.

o i is for increases; for “half as much”, use —2f: A 2 B f—2F.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

"+ /8 + A& (not at all)
2404.1

— LR + R

2404.2 A, — 5 LEARHE.

— 5 LA + adjective is the strongest denial: — 5 JLAYE “not difficult at all”.
A is only “not very difficult”.

2404.3 fil— GULB A
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— 5L + 3 + verb.

2404.4 False.

— 5 JLtH needs a negative; “a bit cold” is 7 p5 JLiZ.

2404.5 One possible response: — 5 JLH AR .

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Put —giJLtH before A / ¥ — g JLBAE, not A— Gl

o It needs a negative; — 5 JL1% is wrong. “A bit cold” is A &5 JLIZ.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B RHIE + embedded choice + #F (unsure what is best)
2405.1 #F

ANHEE + verb + QW + #-.

2405.2 D. FARFITE LIPAAT.

FRASNHITE LW is right: #F closes the embedded choice “which one would be best
to buy”, so it goes at the end.

2405.3 fl AN HITE EAIEE

AHE + B2dp + 4

2405.4 True.

YRVE ... TF? turns the dilemma into a question.
2405.5 One possible response: I AHIEET AL

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The question word is embedded, so there is no question mark: ANHIHE LA 4

o f goes at the end of the embedded choice, not after HIiE: ANHIIE VAT 4 T, not
AHE LA 4.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.
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B %} ... i (for / as far as ... is concerned)

2406.1 i

X XA

2406.2 C. He said to me

Without i, X} + person + i = say to.

2406.3 XAyl AR E 2

Xt X 35, then the judgement.

2406.4 True.

TE ... B¥ = in someone’s view.

2406.5 One possible response: X ik, FHEIHREME.

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Use the full frame X ... 3Riid: XU, not XFFL UL (that means “said to me”).
e The judgement follows: X, XA b8

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Fresh-situation answers

R1. Ten is twice five, but the difference is five. A & B Iy compares totals; it
does not directly state an added amount of two times B.

R2. One possible response. F&— 5 JLA R . XHIFE UL, XTS5 LB
The first is emphatic negation; the second limits the judgment to beginners rather
than all people.

Recall later. Tomorrow, distinguish a ratio from a difference, then qualify a judgment
by its audience.
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