Complements
HSK 4

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

Verb + #&3¥ (in terms of doing it)

B Easy to use?

o A friend asks what you think of your new phone after a week.

o INFHHERMBAM. — “This phone is very convenient to use.”

® Verb + #3¥ + comment = when you do it

e Verb + &3k = “when it comes to doing it, in the doing”: the comment judges
the experience.

o PLERAS, MuEkME — “Easier said than done.”
VXA, HoEXHE.

shuo qi lai rong yi zuo qi lai ndan
Word guide: i, — say; #22K — (in doing); &%) — easy; il — do; #3k — (in doing); ¥
— hard.

Verb + #£3&: when you do it, ...

thing link verb
XNFA FAEESR BAE
zhege shouji yong qilai hén fangbian
this phone in use is convenient

B Senses and experience

o XAKRZEFEA RJILBE. — “This dish tastes a bit spicy.”
e XEHITERMBEL. — “This song sounds familiar.”

XHKITERRRE

zhé shou ge ting qi lai hén shi xi

Word guide: iX — this; B — (measure word); #X — song; Wy — listen; #3k — (when); {2
— very; #h& — familiar.
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B The thing judged comes first
« Put what you are judging first: EABFLEARAEE, not PHERXABRAE

J& in most speech.

|

o #3 here does not mean “get up” or “start”; it marks the experience of doing.

® Three uses of &3k

o Judging: HEFAR J7#. Starting: {4 Tk — “He started laughing.”
o Upward movement: y## — “stand up”. Context and the following comment tell
you which.

R TER.

ta xiao le qi lai

Word guide: i — he; & — laugh; ;& — (start).

B Recap

« Thing 4+ Verb 4+ #&¥F + comment = it is .. to do: FERXHE, AL KA.
o Other f2f: start (558 %K), upward (ShFEFR).

Practise this pattern step by step.

Direction complement 3 / & (HSK 4)

B Bring it in, take it out

* You ask your brother to carry the shopping bags from the car into the kitchen.

o ARTEEDRIME, — “Bring the things in.”

B Verb + direction + 3 / &%

e Verb + F/TF/#/H/B/:3/# + #/Z shows how an action moves: FHEH,
A, HIREE, sk,

e ¥ = towards the speaker; & = away from the speaker.

B EEFEHET .

ta cong jiao shi li zou chu lat le

Word guide: fii — he; M — out of; = — the classroom; B — (inside); & — walk;

3¢ — come out.
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Verb + #3 / HZ: direction of the movement

thing verb where
P A3
BARA = yEie Sllu)
ba dongxi na jinlai ba
the things carry in (here)

B Where the place and object go

« A place goes before % /7 BEBRFEERT . — “He walked into the classroom.”

« A thing can go before 3§ /Z or after the whole complement: &H—ARfk / &
R —7A 4.

fbgH—A= 453K

ta nd chu yi ben shu lai

Word guide: fifi — he; £ — took; H} — out; — — a; & — (measure word); 4} — book; %

— (towards me).

B Place before 3k / %

o FEHFRESR, not EFHRFEE: a place never follows % / 2.
o Pick 3¢ or % by where the speaker is: inside the room — #3; outside — #fZ.

B Abstract meanings

o FK = remember: ALK T ! — “I've remembered!”
o FEH K = make out, notice: FH HRMAE % — “I could tell he wasn’t happy.”

FAREER T !

wo widng qi lai le

Word guide: & — I; Al — think; g€ — (recall).
B Recap

e Verb + direction + 3/Z = movement towards / away from the speaker: £
ok, EHE
o A place goes before 3 /2 abstract uses: fHifE ¥, FHH k.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Verb / Adj + #&3¥ (start to ...)

B The music starts

o At a party, the band plays a favourite song and the room comes alive.

o BR—M, KRFEHBERKT. — “As soon as the music played, everyone started

dancing.”

B Verb / Adj + #&3¥ = start to, begin to

e Verb + &3 = an action starts and continues: Z&d 3%, S, N *K.
o Adj + #R = a state begins to develop: KAHGHEHK T, kK T .
RIBBRGERT .

tian qi man man re qi lai le
Word guide: K, — the weather; 1218 — slowly; #t — hot; Fk — (start to).

— ..., (¥£) ...: as soon as

thing link who verb

a5 — P AR ERBRECR T
yinyue yl xiang dajia dou tiao qgilai le
the music as soon as it starts everyone starts dancing

® With an object: split & ...

o The object goes between it and %: FEMET . — “It started to rain.” MEFEHK
ok — “start singing”.
o Without an object: FHFR T .

SME TENKT .

wai mian xia qi yu ldai le

Word guide: #pf] — outside; | — fall; & — (start); Wy — rain; & — (start).
B Object in the middle

o FHEEM¥, not FEFM: the object sits between o and .
o Adj + &% usually describes a change towards more: #GE K, {F#3; “getting
cold” is often ¥ R 3k / HF k.

B 23K versus &
o 23k = start something new: B{JHIE T .
e 2 = continue something already going: it | 2.

BRTE.

qing shuo xid qu

HSK 4 « 20 Complements @



Word guide: i — please; Ui, — speak; 2 — (continue).

B Recap

o Verb / Adj + &3 = start to, begin to (ZH, #EH).
o Object goes between: FiEE¥; T = continue.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Potential complement & / A (HSK 4)
® Sold out

* You try to book concert tickets online, but they are gone in minutes.

o EIRFERT, BRMNEAFRBIT . — “The tickets are sold out; we can’t get any.”

® Verb + & / A + result / direction

e Verb + & 4+ complement = can; Verb + A + complement = can’t: £f5
2 ) KAR, =155/ FEAE.

o It says whether the result is possible in the situation.

XAMETRE, RERF.

zhé ge xiang zi tai zhong wo nd bu dong

Word guide: X/~ — this; 48T — box; X — too; B — heavy; F& — I; & - lift; &N —

(cannot); 3fj — move.

Verb + AZ|: can't manage to get

verb who not
™= = f— VA \\—, =
EAETT Al EARET
piao dou mai wan le women mai bu dao le
tickets sold out we can't get any

B Common HSK 4 pairs

o X8R / AR = there is / isn’t enough time: FIFEH KA K5 K.

« BART = can’t stand; BPRTERE = can’t hear clearly; JEAME = can’t remember.
AN RERG K .

xian zai chu fa hai lai de ji

Word guide: BIZE — now; H & — set off; it — still; 45 % — in time.
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B Not the same as Af8

o /NfE is about permission or general ability: X B ANGE{SE%4=. Potential complements
are about whether the result can be achieved: TN AN#.

« Put the object after the complement or before as a topic: FEUTAEMATE / MY
THFEMTANE.

B RT = can’t (at all)

e Verb + AT (lido) = unable to do it: FEAT — “I can’t make it” BZAT —

“can’t finish eating.”
o Positive: 57T — “able to go”.
ARBEEART .
ming tian wo qu bu lido
Word guide: BK — tomorrow; & — I; % — go; AT — can’t.
B Recap

o Verb + f8/A + complement = can / can’t achieve it (GEAZF|, ALY, K5
).
o Verb + AT = unable to; AAfE = not allowed / generally can’t.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

Choose a pattern, cover its teaching examples, and attempt its questions. Use the
labels to find feedback in the separate key.

B Verb + #¥ (in terms of doing it)

2001.1 Complete: “This method sounds simple but is hard to do.” XA~ ENT ............
fT B, AHOES SR M

2001.2 Match each sentence to the use of Ft3.

o L XMEEEERER

L RFHRERT

L. iHuhEk.
A. judging the experience

B. upward movement

o (. starting an action

2001.3 Build: “This song sounds familiar.”

Arrange all chunks: XK / REAK. / Wk

2001.4 Pk 5, HoEFME means “easier said than done”.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.
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2001.5 A friend asks what you think of your new phone after a week. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Direction complement 3} / % (HSK 4)

2002.1 You are inside. Ask a friend: “Bring the chairs in.” O F#dE ... TR,
2002.2 Which sentence is correct?

o A ESEERHET .

o B AbIERER=ET .

o CAlEB=IET .

o D AlESBERT .

2002.3 Build: “He took a book out.”

Arrange all chunks: ., / —A&F5 / &H /i

2002.4 FFH H KA E 2% means “I could tell he was unhappy.”
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2002.5 You ask your brother to carry the shopping bags from the car into the kitchen.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

® Verb / Adj + #&3F (start to ...)

2003.1 Complete: “The baby suddenly started crying.” FEFRIKKE e T o
2003.2 Which says “It started to snow”?

« A HNE TR,

e B. TESKT.

. CFRES

« D.EXKTEH

2003.3 Build: “They started singing.”

Arrange all chunks: "B / &7 . / ffi] / ik
2003.4 i N2 asks someone to start speaking.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

2003.5 At a party, the band plays a favourite song and the room comes alive. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.
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Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Potential complement 8 / & (HSK 4)

2004.1 Complete: “The box is too heavy; I can’t lift it F§FKE T, HE
3.

2004.2 A sign forbids parking. Which fits? % H B2,

o A RfiE

« B. A&

. C. BT

« D ERT

2004.3 Match each form to its meaning.

o L ORAK
ZANT
IeAE
KAE

. not enough time

[ ]

[ ]

[ ]

[ ]
)

can’t remember

QAT P e

. can’t stand it
e D. can’t get hold of

2004.4 Build: “I can’t make it tomorrow.”
Arrange all chunks: A7, /K /% /&

2004.5 You try to book concert tickets online, but they are gone in minutes. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

A fresh situation

R1. Interpret and repair. A book is readable in principle, but a learner reports
yesterday’s failed attempt using only & Af# as if it recorded that event. Clarify the
contrast.

R2. Use it yourself. Say that a conversation started and that you could hear the
words but did not understand the joke.

Write your responses before opening the key. Compare meaning as well as form; a
different valid answer need not copy the model.
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Answers and explanations

Check after your attempt. For open tasks, compare the message and the stated criteria,
then revise one detail.

B Verb + &3k (in terms of doing it)

2001.1 3k

Verb + #3¥ + comment.

2001.2 1-A: XM EFRER . = judging the experience; 2-C: KFHVEEFK T .
= starting an action; 3-B: iy ¥ . = upward movement

The comment and the verb tell you which use it is.

2001.3 X HHITEARMR AL .

Thing + Verb + #£3f + comment.

2001.4 True.

It judges saying versus doing.

2001.5 One possible response: X ~FHLHE KR T HE.

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

« Put what you are judging first: XA PBFLEARRA TR, not PHEREABRAE

J& in most speech.
o 2k here does not mean “get up” or “start”; it marks the experience of doing.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Direction complement 3} / % (HSK 4)

2002.1 3k

Towards the speaker: #£3.

2002.2 D. LT,

b EFFE R T is right: with a place word, the place goes between #f and 2 (GE#E
+ BE + k).

2002.3 fligH—A %K.

Verb + H{ + object + 3.

2002.4 True.

True. & H3E means “can tell, make out” from what you see: F&FH H SRMAE 24 “1
could tell he was unhappy.”

2002.5 One possible response: 1% P4 & #E€0E
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Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o FEMFHER, not FEFHKFE: a place never follows K / 2.

o Pick 3 or % by where the speaker is: inside the room — #3f: outside — 2.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Verb / Adj + &3} (start to ...)

2003.1 FHK

Verb + ¥ = start to.

2003.2 B. F#EFRT .

The object goes between 2 and .

2003.3 A THEEHCE T .

Verb + £ + object + .

2003.4 False.

N2 = continue; starting is F3E.

2003.5 One possible response: 55—, KFEHEPGEE T .

Check meaning and form:

» My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o NHEM¥, not FEFM: the object sits between 2 and .

o Adj + &% usually describes a change towards more: #GE %, {F#3H; “getting
cold” is often ¥ R 3k / HF k.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Potential complement 1§ / & (HSK 4)

2004.1 A~

Verb + A + 3] = can’t move it.

2004.2 A. g

Prohibition is A fE; potential complements are about whether a result is achievable.
2004.3 1-A: 34 & = not enough time; 2-C: 52/ = can’t stand it; 3-B: iC A1
= can’t remember; 4-D: SLAF| = can’t get hold of
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Verb 4+ A + complement = the result can’t be achieved.

2004.4 IREKEAT .

Verb + AT = unable to.

2004.5 One possible response: ZEHRE T, WATEAR] T,
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o NfE is about permission or general ability: X L ANGE(SE%~. Potential complements
are about whether the result can be achieved: FWFANE.

o Put the object after the complement or before as a topic: FKNTAEMFITE / LAY
THFRITAEE.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Fresh-situation answers

R1. B AE can describe inability to understand. WERIRIEF AL s L EE explicitly
reports the unsuccessful attempt yesterday. The ability judgment and one event need
not be identical.

R2. One possible response. fif/ T T FRAUTEILABATHLRE, A& RN EIRA
i . #K marks the start here; £ I, concerns hearing ability, and & W& the actual
outcome.

Recall later. Tomorrow, separate direction, onset and ability readings of comple-
ments in fresh contexts.
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