Particles
HSK 4

Original teaching practice. Read one pattern, cover its model and try the questions be-
fore checking the separate answer section. Examples adapted from Chinese Grammar
Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA) retain the course-reference provenance.

Statement + Mg (yes/no confirmation)
B Checking what you heard

e Your friend mentions she’s moving next week, and you can’t quite believe it.

e RTFAMEHBMEE? — “You're moving as soon as next week?”

B Statement + I&? = yes/no question

o Add M to the end of a statement to make it a yes/no question; word order does
not change.

o fl2EN., — MEENL? — “Is he a teacher?”
AR g ?

ta shi ldo shi ma

Word guide: fi — he; &2 — is; ZJifi — a teacher.

# + time ... "9: checking a surprising detail

who when link question word
N =5 =
s T2 G e
ni xia ge xingqit jiu banjia ma
you next week already move house?

B Checking and confirming

« With a rising, surprised tone, "5 checks what you heard: JRAEE? — “You're not
going?”

o A negative ' question often expects “yes” or shows surprise: {RANZN? — “Aren’t
you tired?”

A RTG?

ni bi lei ma

Word guide: fi — you; N — not; 2 — tired.
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B One question form at a time

o No Mg after a question word: #RZEMEJL? , not /RZEWFJLIL? (unless it means
“anywhere”).

e No ' after A-not-A: REANZE? | not fREANFENL?

B Answering a negative question

o Q: RAERXRE? A: X}, FAEW — “Right, I don’t” / A&, F-EW — “No, I do”
o XI agrees with the statement inside the question, which can feel the opposite of
English.

Xf, BAEK.

dut wo bu xi huan
Word guide: Xf — right; F& — I; /N — don’t; =3k — like it.
B Recap

« Statement + M7 = yes/no question; word order stays the same.

o Not with question words or A-not-A. For negative questions, Xf agrees with the
negative statement.

Practise this pattern step by step.

g, ... ... B, .. (weighing options)
B Can’t decide

e You can’t choose between two jobs: one is near home, the other pays more.

o B, Xim; AEME, THEXBE. — “If I take it, it’s too far; if I don’t, well, the
pay is high.”

AR, ...; BIE, ..

o Option 1 + I, problem; Option 2 + I, problem weighs two choices that
both have drawbacks.

o I% here marks “suppose I ..”; each option is followed by its downside.

EIE, K AEE, XBRERK.

mai ba tai gui bu mai ba you hén xi huan

Word guide: 3k — buy; M — (suppose); K — too; 7 — expensive; f — not; & — buy;

I — (suppose); ¥ — but; f — really; Bk — like it.
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AME ... Kix: weighing a choice

verb not
B iz AZE XX
qu ba tai yuan bu qu ba you xidng qu
go, then it's too far don't go, then yet | want to

B Showing a dilemma

o TRIE, MBS ARE, XHEEAE. — “If I tell him, I'm afraid he’ll be angry;
if I don’t, I feel bad.”

e ¥ in the second half often adds “but on the other hand”.

BB, <.
shuo ba pa ta sheng qi

Word guide: i, — tell; % — (suppose); 1 — afraid; i — he; 42K, — angry.
B Two sides, same shape

o Keep the two halves parallel: £ .5 AN .. Each needs its own problem.
o This % is not a suggestion (“let’s”); it means “if I were to ..".

B & as a suggestion
o At the end of a sentence, M suggests: Fe1EM — “Let’s go.”

o Inside the dilemma pattern, I is followed by a comma and a problem.

RATER.

wo men zou ba
Word guide: A1 — we; 3£ — go; IE — (let’s).
B Recap

« AIE, problem; B B, problem = whichever I choose, there is a downside.
o Parallel halves; ¥ often in the second; different from the suggestion If.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Sentence-final §J (modal: certainty)

® Don’t worry

e Your friend is nervous about tomorrow’s interview. You are sure it will go well.

e R—EBELRIK . — “You'll definitely succeed.” The final [/ adds certainty.
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B .4 /88 ... B = certainty

o Sentence + K strengthens a judgement, promise or reassurance: F&<xZ#, fiA
2RI

o It often appears with 2=, fig, —5F or §E.

RSFRE -

wo hui bang ni de

Word guide: F — I; & — will; #§ — help; /& — you; 1§ — (I'm sure).

—E% ... B sure to

who link verb
A
{IR E= BXIh B9
ni yiding hui chénggong de
you will certainly succeed (sure)

B Promises and reassurance

o L, BALSEHIRHFIAR. — “Don’t worry, I won't tell anyone.”
o XAVEERBMEYLA]. — “This problem can be solved, I'm sure.”

BL, BRASEHIRIIAL.

fang zin wo bu hui gao su bié rén de

Word guide: Ji.L» — don’t worry; F — I; A< — won’t; 459F — tell; % A\ — anyone; Fj
— (for sure).

B Not the 2 ... {{ pattern
=]

o This B adds certainty to a future or general statement; J& .. HJ focuses on
how/when/where a past event happened: F& &AL LK.
o Without HJ, the sentence is still correct; ¢ just makes it more reassuring or firm.

B Compare with j& ... f{
o FTAEH) = I'll definitely come (certainty).
o REIERFEH = It was yesterday that I came (focus on the time of a past event).

REHERRKH .
wo shi zuo tian ldi de
Word guide: I — I; /& — (it was); FEK — yesterday; K — came.
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B Recap

e &/ BB/ —5E ... + B = certainly, for sure: reassurance or a promise.
o Different from & .. ¥, which focuses on details of a past event.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Practice without the models

Choose a pattern, cover its teaching examples, and attempt its questions. Use the
labels to find feedback in the separate key.

B Statement + M (yes/no confirmation)
0801.1 Make a question: “Are you a student?” fRE24E .......?
0801.2 Which question is correct?

o A. JRERR KNG ?

o B. IR

o C.IREANEG?

o D. W-Atamp i ?

0801.3 Q: #RAHEIL? You are not hungry. What do you say?

o AN, R

o B.Xf, FAHK.

« C.R, FAM.

o D. Mg, FRAMK.

0801.4 Build: “Aren’t you tired?”

Arrange all chunks: 2 / 14? /4R / &

0801.5 Your friend mentions she’s moving next week, and you can’t quite believe it.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly

in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

e, . . B, .. (weighing options)

0802.1 Complete the dilemma: “If T eat it, I'll get fat; if I don’t, I'll be hungry.” Iz
ey P ORNZIE ) 20k

0802.2 In M8, JKim; AEME, WAHZE, what does the speaker feel?

e A. Torn between two choices

o B. Sure about going

o C. Inviting a friend

o D. Happy to stay at home
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0802.3 Build: “If T tell him, I'm afraid he’ll be angry.”
Arrange all chunks: 3l / , / &S / Al

0802.4 In the dilemma pattern, I, means “let’s”.
True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0802.5 You can’t choose between two jobs: one is near home, the other pays more.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

B Sentence-final fJ (modal: certainty)

0803.1 Reassure: “He’ll definitely come.” fi—5E4F ..ot
0803.2 Which sentence focuses on HOW a past event happened?
o AR,

o B IR

o C. M KERN.

o D. R&ERHY.

0803.3 Build: “Don’t worry, I won’t tell anyone.”
Arrange all chunks: , &A% / Hols [ &IFRIAN / #.
0803.4 {R< 3 is wrong without .

True or false? Explain or repair the statement.

0803.5 Your friend is nervous about tomorrow’s interview. You are sure it will go
well. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain
briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then
change one detail and try again.

Write or say your own response before reading the key.

A fresh situation

R1. Interpret and repair. Someone asks YR AEIXNL? A learner replies X} and
assumes this means I like it. Explain the ambiguity and make the reply clear.

R2. Use it yourself. Ask whether a friend is free tomorrow and reply clearly that
you are not.

Write your responses before opening the key. Compare meaning as well as form; a
different valid answer need not copy the model.
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Answers and explanations

Check after your attempt. For open tasks, compare the message and the stated criteria,
then revise one detail.

B Statement + M (yes/no confirmation)

0801.1 ng

Statement -+ M4,

0801.2 A. {/REHK AN ?

Only a plain statement takes M.

0801.3 B. %}, KA.

X agrees with the negative statement “you’re not hungry”.
0801.4 {7 2ig?

Negative statement + M5,

0801.5 One possible response: /5 N4~ 5E B 5tk Z 0?7

Check meaning and form:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o No Mg after a question word: ARZEMEJL? , not /RZEWJLIL? (unless it means
“anywhere”).

e No 'F after A-not-A: /REANE? | not fRFEAFENL?

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

g, . .. IB, ... (weighing options)

0802.1 "

Option + M, then the problem.

0802.2 A. Torn between two choices

Each option has a drawback: a dilemma.

0802.3 i, AfthA <.

Option + M, then the worry.

0802.4 False.

Here it means “suppose I ...”; the suggestion I} ends a sentence.
0802.5 One possible response: MM, Kig; AEIE, THXEE.
Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
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e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Keep the two halves parallel: £ .5 AN .. Each needs its own problem.
o This Il is not a suggestion (“let’s”); it means “if I were to ...”.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer
need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Sentence-final fJ (modal: certainty)

0803.1 1

Final 1) adds certainty.

0803.2 C. F/2Ak AR

& .. 1 focuses on a detail of a past event.

0803.3 L, FAEFMAR.

Promise + .

0803.4 False.

[’) only adds certainty; the sentence is fine without it.
0803.5 One possible response: {f—ESMIIH .

Check meaning and form:

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This Y adds certainty to a future or general statement; J& .. HJ focuses on

how/when /where a past event happened: & &AL KHLKI.
o Without [, the sentence is still correct; f{J just makes it more reassuring or firm.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
This is supported productive practice. Compare meaning and structure; your answer

need not copy the model. A partner or teacher must hear the spoken response to
comment on pronunciation.

B Fresh-situation answers

R1. %} can agree with the negative statement: Xf, F AW . To reject it, say A2,
FEE W or another explicit full response. Do not rely on a bare yes/no gloss.

R2. One possible response. {RB KA 250 7? IR 25, The answer repeats the
relevant proposition rather than leaving the polarity to one short particle.

Recall later. Tomorrow, answer one positive and one negative question with full
clauses.
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