HSK 3 Grammar 5: Particles, Nouns & Numbers

HSK 3 particles and numbers, taught from the reviewed topic handout; classroom
examples, not official exam items.
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Halves, huges numbers, and vague some

2 mirrors English word order; J7 groups digits in fours; a falling-tone question
word means some.
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2#: half a, and a half

Half a unit 3/\f (ban xidoshi) — half an hour: 3 first.

X and a half =4 3/\B} (sange ban xidoshi) — three and a half hours: 3= after
the measure word.

Why it feels natural 3 lands exactly where the fraction lands in English.
The X/4E rule They are themselves measure words: X v/, never 4K,

Decision

Say the English and 3 lands in the same spot.
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Not even one

One .. not even ..
fth—A1IEERZE . (Ta yi ju hud dou méi shud.) — He didn't say a single word.

EPMAFE— x5 05E. — I've never met this person, not even once.
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73 and Z: group in fours

English Chinese Literal
10,000 — 77 (yiwan) one wan
1,000,000 —HE 7 (yibdiwan) a hundred wan

1,000,000,000 1z (shiy) ten yi
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Telling the time

Time Chinese Note

2:09 MEENS (lidng didn A single-digit minute
ling jit fen) takes 2 “oh”

2:30 W AE (lidng didn ban) 3 = half past

2:15 A E—Z (lidng didn Zl = a quarter
yike)

7:55 EZR145 I\ =5 (cha wi Z “short of” comes

fen ba didn) first
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The question word as “some”

Not a question at all

EXNAFEMILIE. — I've met this person somewhere.
FATRZ M AL 4 . — We should do something.
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Watch out: #XK takes no 4+

m X and £E are themselves measure words: 3K v/, F4F v/, never K.

m —P is the common small approximation: —fX — a day or two.
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Check yourself

Your turn

Which pair is right? (1) =43/\BF means what? (2) ZF 4 /\ & is what time?

Three hours; 8:05

B Three and a half hours; 7:55
Half past three; 7:55

B Three and a half hours; 8:05



