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Describing & degree
HSK 3

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Adjective + T (extremely)

B A trip receives an enthusiastic review
e A friend asks whether you enjoyed the holiday.
o XWIRATHER T ! — The speaker gives a very strong positive evaluation.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Adjective + 7T (extremely). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

ANERIFRT .
zhé ge zhau yi hdo ji le
Word guide: X/~ — this; & — idea; #F — good; # T — extremely.

B Read examples in context

NBEAFRIRT!

na ge ndn hdi tdo yan ji le

Word guide: FF/~ — that; B #% — boy; °7JK — annoying; 2 T — extremely.

o In the opening example, EXIRIITEER T ! : The speaker gives a very strong
positive evaluation.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o 2T follows an appropriate descriptive word and includes | as part of this frame.

It can describe unpleasant feelings too, but not every adjective has a natural T
combination.

B Use the distinction
e The speaker gives a very strong positive evaluation.

o 1} T follows an appropriate descriptive word and includes T as part of this frame.
It can describe unpleasant feelings too, but not every adjective has a natural ¢ |
combination.



B Try it with help closed

A friend asks whether you enjoyed the holiday. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: XK kiK% T !

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o ¢ T follows an appropriate descriptive word and includes T as part of this
frame.

e It can describe unpleasant feelings too, but not every adjective has a natural %
T combination.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Doubling adjectives (AA / AABB)

B A room is ready for a guest

e You describe a room that has been thoroughly tidied.
o JBHEITTEEH. — The repeated adjective gives a vivid description of the clean

room.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Doubling adjectives (AA / AABB). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FEERIRERKE
bdo bao de yan jing da da de
Word guide: F 5 — the baby; HRHE — eyes; KK — big and round.

B Read examples in context

RAEFHMBAHMED & L.

wo widng shu shu fi fi de tdng zdi sha fa shdng

Word guide: ¥ — I; 5 — want to; £74F kIR — comfortably; §ij — lie; £ — on; ¥ & I

— the sofa.

o In the opening example, FBETTEEHH . : The repeated adjective gives a vivid
description of the clean room.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o T-#t can become T T-#§##4*, but this is a lexical pattern, not a rule for every
two-character adjective.

e E can use HFHZEH Y rather than AABB. Learn attested forms.

B Use the distinction
e The repeated adjective gives a vivid description of the clean room.

o ¥+ can become T+ T-#H4*, but this is a lexical pattern, not a rule for every two-
character adjective. 5 [ can use & [HZ | rather than AABB. Learn attested
forms.

B Try it with help closed

You describe a room that has been thoroughly tidied. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: 78T T 5F 1.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o ¥+ can become T ¥4+, but this is a lexical pattern, not a rule for every
two-character adjective.

e EH can use FHZEH Y rather than AABB. Learn attested forms.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Adjective + #fi + Verb (making an adverb)

B A teacher reads with care

¢ A teacher examines an essay carefully rather than rushing through it.

o BITAEME TRHIIEL. — IAEH describes how the teacher read the essay.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Adjective + # + Verb (making an adverb).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

R PHEET
ta gao wing de wiao le
Word guide: i — he; 52% — happy; % — smiled.



B Read examples in context

ZITFAEHE TREEX.

ldo shi rén zhen de kan le wo de zuo wén

Word guide: i — the teacher; I\E — careful; & — read; I — my; {fE3 — essay.

o In the opening example, BITABEME TRIMESL. : AEH describes how the
teacher read the essay.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o The manner phrase comes before &-.

o Compare A B/, where [/ describes the teacher, and ZITFHIGARIAE, where

15 introduces an assessment of the reading.

B Use the distinction
o AEH describes how the teacher read the essay.

o The manner phrase comes before & . Compare INEIZ I, where [ describes the
teacher, and ZIiHHSRIAE, where 15 introduces an assessment of the reading.

B Try it with help closed

A teacher examines an essay carefully rather than rushing through it. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: ZIfiiA H#H TIRAGIEL.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e The manner phrase comes before %-.

o Compare A E %I, where [{] describes the teacher, and & IfiFH SR IAE,

where 15 introduces an assessment of the reading.
e I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

X4 / A + Adjective (so ...)

B A coat’s price surprises a buyer

e You look at a coat’s price and find it much higher than expected.
o XMKIREAXALR? — The buyer reacts to the surprisingly high price.

B Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is X4 / IFA + Adjective (so ...
original interlinear examples below.

). Locate it in the

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

SRBAXLET
jin tian zén me zhé me léng
Word guide: 4K — today; /E-4 — how come; X4 — so; & — cold.

B Read examples in context

IR AR, —ERERE3.

ni na me cong ming yi ding néng cai dao

Word guide: R — you; B4 — so; BREA — clever; , —%E — surely; fg —
guess it.

« In the opening example, KR EZXAF?

ingly high price.

can; f5E| -
: The buyer reacts to the surpris-

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e X4 often points to a degree currently in focus.

o HFA can refer to a degree already mentioned; the distinction is not a literal distance
measurement for every use.

B Use the distinction

e The buyer reacts to the surprisingly high price.

e X often points to a degree currently in focus. FF-4 can refer to a degree already
mentioned; the distinction is not a literal distance measurement for every use.



B Try it with help closed

You look at a coat’s price and find it much higher than expected. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: XA KR E 22X 457

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e X4 often points to a degree currently in focus.

o AF4 can refer to a degree already mentioned; the distinction is not a literal
distance measurement for every use.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

A BB / 1 B —F (the same as)

B Compare the size of two homes

e Two homes have the same size, but their colours and locations differ.

o MEBRE —HEK. — The comparison asserts equality of size.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is A g / 1 B —FE (the same as). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HRRBEE—HK.
ni jia gen wo jia yi yang da
Word guide: #RZ — your home; i} — as; F% — my home; —Ff — the same; K — big.

B Read examples in context

MRS LA —HE.

Beéi jing de tian qi hé Shang hdi bu yi yang

Word guide: b5 — Beijing; KX, — weather; il — and; [} — Shanghai; AN — not; —

#£ — the same.

o In the opening example, IRFBBRF —FEK ., : The comparison asserts equality of
size.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o —#£K names the compared property.

e It does not claim that the homes are identical in every feature. § and #1 both
work in this comparison.

B Use the distinction
e The comparison asserts equality of size.

o —f£ K names the compared property. It does not claim that the homes are identical
in every feature. §§ and F1 both work in this comparison.

B Try it with help closed

Two homes have the same size, but their colours and locations differ. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: {REWHFE—FEK.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o —F£ K names the compared property.

o It does not claim that the homes are identical in every feature. f§ and A1 both
work in this comparison.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

X .. X .. (both ... and ...)

B A product has a benefit and a drawback

¢ A phone is expensive, but useful and attractive.

o XFFHINHENIFH. — The speaker combines two qualities of the same phone.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ¥ ... X ... (both ... and ...). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XAMBFIXKRIE.
zhé ge fang zi you da you liang
Word guide: X/~ — this; J5T — house; ¥ — both; X — big; ¥ — and; 25 — bright.



B Read examples in context

X B A IR S5 SRR

zhe li de ka fei you gui you ndn he

Word guide: X B — here; IfjHE — coffee; ¥ — both; §t — expensive; ¥ — and; Yl —

bad-tasting.

o In the opening example, XERFHL R XIFH . : The speaker combines two qual-
ities of the same phone.

» Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o M .. X .. often groups similarly valued qualities, but mixed evaluations such as

Ht XU are possible.

o It can also link actions, as in X 1§ X #k; use —iZ1 .. —i1 .. when ongoing simul-
taneity is the focus.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker combines two qualities of the same phone.
o X .. X .. often groups similarly valued qualities, but mixed evaluations such as
St N 4F-F are possible. It can also link actions, as in Mg Y Bk; use —if1 ... —i&
.. when ongoing simultaneity is the focus.

B Try it with help closed
A phone is expensive, but useful and attractive. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: XHEFHL N 5 LI .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e N .. X .. often groups similarly valued qualities, but mixed evaluations such as
N5t N are possible.

o It can also link actions, as in X M8 ¥ Bk; use —if1 .. —i ..
simultaneity is the focus.

when ongoing

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Subject + K + Adjective (fairly, rather)

B Choose a relatively easy question

e Compared with the other questions, this one seems fairly easy.

o XAMEIREHBME., — A gives a relative or qualified evaluation of simplicity.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Subject + H# + Adjective (fairly, rather).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XA L LR R B

zhé ge wen ti bi jido jidn dan

Word guide: X~ — this; [A]# — question; ¥ — fairly; fijE — simple.

B Read examples in context

RERE R

wo b jido xt huan zuo di tie

Word guide: & — I; H# — rather; =¥ — prefer; Af — taking; #i4k — the subway.

« In the opening example, XAEFE LB, : LB gives a relative or qualified
evaluation of simplicity.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o L& can imply a comparison without naming its standard.

o {R with an adjective can simply make a natural predicate, not always a strong very;
do not build a fixed intensity ranking from the English translations.

B Use the distinction
o I gives a relative or qualified evaluation of simplicity.

e [ can imply a comparison without naming its standard. R with an adjective
can simply make a natural predicate, not always a strong very; do not build a fixed
intensity ranking from the English translations.



B Try it with help closed

Compared with the other questions, this one seems fairly easy. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: X481 H 8¢ & B

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o & can imply a comparison without naming its standard.

o fR with an adjective can simply make a natural predicate, not always a strong
very; do not build a fixed intensity ranking from the English translations.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

£ + Adjective + ! (how ...!)

B Admire a friend’s skill

o A child solves a difficult puzzle quickly and you praise the achievement.

« KR&IJLE RN

measurement.

— Z BRI expresses admiration rather than asking for a

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is & + Adjective + BJ! (how ...!). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

ke L T |
ni ni ér duo cong ming a
Word guide: ¥R — your; % JL — daughter; £ — how; BiH] — clever.

B Read examples in context

—MABHF!

yi ge rén duo hdo

Word guide: —/~ A\ — on your own; £ — how; #f — nice.

o In the opening example, #RZ JLZEEBABI | . ZEHAAI] expresses admiration rather
than asking for a measurement.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o I is common in this exclamation, not compulsory in every exclamatory use of .
o Z4f! is possible. Compare /i K? , which genuinely asks about age.

B Use the distinction

o ZHHHAI expresses admiration rather than asking for a measurement.

o I is common in this exclamation, not compulsory in every exclamatory use of .
Z4F! is possible. Compare {RZ K? , which genuinely asks about age.

B Try it with help closed

A child solves a difficult puzzle quickly and you praise the achievement. Close the

examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in

English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one

detail and try again.

One possible response: {RZ4; JLZ BRI !

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o I is common in this exclamation, not compulsory in every exclamatory use of
Z.

o Z1f! is possible. Compare /i K7 , which genuinely asks about age.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Adjective + B + Noun (describing a noun)
B Ask for the cold drink

e Two drinks are available, one cold and one hot.
o REWVH). — 211 selects the cold one from the understood drinks.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Adjective + B + Noun (describing a noun).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BT
pido liang de ni hdir
Word guide: 25 — beautiful; Z7#%JL — girl.



B Read examples in context

B HIE R P ?

ni yao léng de hdi shi ré de

Word guide: ff — you; % — want; & — cold; iA4& — or; # — hot.

o In the opening example, TEEHH] . : 121 selects the cold one from the understood
drinks.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o The understood noun can be omitted after .

e Descriptive modifiers often use [}, but established compounds such as H 3 [a] 55
or Ffef /K B show that syllable count alone does not impose an absolute rule.

B Use the distinction

o &1 selects the cold one from the understood drinks.

o The understood noun can be omitted after f¥j. Descriptive modifiers often use HJ,
but established compounds such as B2 7] or Hrff 7K J show that syllable count
alone does not impose an absolute rule.

B Try it with help closed

Two drinks are available, one cold and one hot. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: FZ4H] .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The understood noun can be omitted after [].

 Descriptive modifiers often use f{], but established compounds such as B2 [11] {5
or FrifE 7k B show that syllable count alone does not impose an absolute rule.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

BEB (more and more)

B Follow a change through the season

o The weather becomes progressively colder as winter approaches.

o REBEHBET. — #kH describes increasing cold over time.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is K@ (more and more). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REBRBET .
tian qi yue ldi yue léng le
Word guide: KX, — weather; #3£# — more and more; ¥4 — cold.

B Read examples in context

RBRBERHF LT

wo yué ldi yue xi huan Zhong wén le

Word guide: F — I; #3€# — more and more; =¥ — like; 3¢ — Chinese.

« In the opening example, REFRKMEES T . : Bkl describes increasing cold over
time.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The same form can describe a decrease in a measured quantity: #4538k
means prices are getting lower.

o It marks change in the following property, not an increase in every numerical value.

B Use the distinction

o Bk describes increasing cold over time.

e The same form can describe a decrease in a measured quantity: )% 8%
means prices are getting lower. It marks change in the following property, not an
increase in every numerical value.



B Try it with help closed

The weather becomes progressively colder as winter approaches. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: K=GHESEHES T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The same form can describe a decrease in a measured quantity: ##%HE A
means prices are getting lower.

o It marks change in the following property, not an increase in every numerical
value.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Adverbs — time, focus & frequency
HSK 3

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

X + Verb + T (again, in the past)

B A familiar problem happens again

o A classmate arrives late today after being late previously.
o BRXGRB|T. — X marks today’s lateness as a recurrence.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ¥ 4+ Verb + T (again, in the past). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HRXGRET .
ni you chi dao le
Word guide: f — you; ¥ — again; iR | — late.

B Read examples in context

XTFWT!

you zia yu le

Word guide: ¥ — again; [Ny — rain.

« In the opening example, #RIGRB| T . : ¥ marks today’s lateness as a recurrence.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e This finished-event example uses |, but X is not confined to past events.

o HHR X Z2E W — 7T anticipates a known recurrence; F X AHIiE uses another
meaning. Choose from the whole sentence.

B Use the distinction

o M marks today’s lateness as a recurrence.
o This finished-event example uses ], but X is not confined to past events. BK

N EEM—T anticipates a known recurrence; 3 X AHIIE uses another meaning.
Choose from the whole sentence.



B Try it with help closed

A classmate arrives late today after being late previously. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: /R 3iR%| T,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This finished-event example uses J, but X is not confined to past events.

o HAR N 2 EH— T anticipates a known recurrence; 3 X ANHIiE uses another
meaning. Choose from the whole sentence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

—TH (all along, continuously)

B Waiting lasts through a time span

e You wait throughout the morning for news.

o BR—ELEEMRINEE. — —H describes the continuing wait across that span.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is —H (all along, continuously). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

R—EBERIR.
wo yi zhi hén xi huan ni
Word guide: 3, — I; —F — all along; f§ — very; Bk — like; {2 — you.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, B—EHFEL/RHPIEE . : —H describes the continuing
wait across that span.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e —H also describes enduring habits or a spatial direction, such as — B fEHIiE.

o It need not mean continuous physical activity every second: I — H = W5 R
describes a lasting preference.

B Use the distinction
o —TH describes the continuing wait across that span.

e —H also describes enduring habits or a spatial direction, such as — B {3 HiiE.
It need not mean continuous physical activity every second: I — H =K 5 5k
describes a lasting preference.

B Try it with help closed

You wait throughout the morning for news. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: F— HIEZE/RIIEE .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e —H also describes enduring habits or a spatial direction, such as — B fEHliE.

o It need not mean continuous physical activity every second: F—H = W% %
describes a lasting preference.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

B2 (always — a habit)

B A classmate is usually late

o A classmate arrives late often enough for you to describe it as a habit.

M 'f&ﬁ%ﬁ@] o

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is 42 (always — a habit). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

— B2 generalises a recurring pattern of lateness.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fts B RIR .

ta zong shi chi dao

Word guide: fth — he; B2 — always; iR %] - late.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, )R RIRF, : M generalises a recurring pattern of
lateness.

e Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



B Know the boundary
o M2 can sound critical here; it is not automatically neutral.

« Adjectives often take {3, but B 5 J2{1" is possible. A recurring habit is a speaker’s
generalisation, not a measured guarantee of no exception.

B Use the distinction
o JHJZ generalises a recurring pattern of lateness.

e & J2 can sound critical here; it is not automatically neutral. Adjectives often take
1R, but b5 241" is possible. A recurring habit is a speaker’s generalisation, not a
measured guarantee of no exception.

B Try it with help closed

A classmate arrives late often enough for you to describe it as a habit. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: il 2R %],

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Mt can sound critical here; it is not automatically neutral.

o Adjectives often take {8, but fih & J&41. is possible. A recurring habit is a
speaker’s generalisation, not a measured guarantee of no exception.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

&TF (finally, at last)
B A long wait finally ends

o After waiting for a friend, you see the friend arrive.
o HRATHT! — 4T presents arrival as the endpoint of a wait.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is &F (finally, at last). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HRETET!

ni zhong yu dao le
Word guide: ff — you; &F — finally; %] — arrived.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, #R&T-P] T !

wait.

: &F presents arrival as the endpoint of a

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

« Finally need not be a happy result: fiZ&FiAE LM T can mark an eventual
failure.

e T often occurs with completed events, but ZFH] 1T and & T REGE 7 TAE
show different predicate shapes.

B Use the distinction
o 2T presents arrival as the endpoint of a wait.

 Finally need not be a happy result: fhZ&FiA 2R T can mark an eventual
failure. T often occurs with completed events, but ZF-BH9 T and Z&-T-Ge%
37 TAE show different predicate shapes.

B Try it with help closed

After waiting for a friend, you see the friend arrive. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: {RZ&T-%| 71!

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Finally need not be a happy result: BT iR 22 T can mark an eventual
failure.

e [ often occurs with completed events, but Z&TH{4 T and & TS TAE
show different predicate shapes.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

JLE (nearly, almost)

B Check an almost-full group

o Most of a class have phones, but a few do not.

o JLERENMABBEFHL.. — JLTF makes the claim almost universal rather than fully

universal.



B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is JLSE (nearly, almost). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

IV AEEFHL.
ji hw méi ge rén dou you shou ji

Word guide: JLF — almost; £/~ A\ — everyone; #f — all; 5 — has; T4 — a phone.

B Read examples in context
 In the opening example, JLPEBMABEHF M. : JLF makes the claim almost
universal rather than fully universal.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e JL*F can also precede an event without #[\ or a negative, as in FJLF5 T .

e Keep the scope clear: JLEHERHE is almost all know, while JL3EAHIE is hardly
know.

B Use the distinction

o JLF makes the claim almost universal rather than fully universal.

e JLF can also precede an event without #f or a negative, as in FJL-FL 1. Keep
the scope clear: JLFHBHIE is almost all know, while JLEAHIE is hardly know.

B Try it with help closed

Most of a class have phones, but a few do not. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: JL- -G AHE THL.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

¢ I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e JL°F can also precede an event without #[5 or a negative, as in FJL 5T .

o Keep the scope clear: JI-EHRFIE is almost all know, while JL3EAHIE is hardly
know.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

A (only)
B State the limit of a family’s size

¢ You have one older brother and no other older brothers.
o BHAE—AEEF. — H limits the number of older brothers to one.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is H (only). Locate it in the original interlinear examples
below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FAE—AEH

wo zhi you yi ge ge ge
Word guide: ¥ — I; H — only; 5 — have; —4~ — one; &8 — older brother.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, I HH— B, :

to one.

H limits the number of older brothers

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

 In this frame H precedes 45, but its scope is supplied by the predicate and context.

o HAMHIIE means only he knows; do not turn the common position into a claim
that H always limits the verb’s action alone.

B Use the distinction
o H limits the number of older brothers to one.

 In this frame H precedes 45, but its scope is supplied by the predicate and context.
HAMB%1E means only he knows; do not turn the common position into a claim
that H always limits the verb’s action alone.



B Try it with help closed

You have one older brother and no other older brothers. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.
One possible response: & HA—/ 55,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o In this frame H precedes 47, but its scope is supplied by the predicate and
context.

o HAMHIE means only he knows; do not turn the common position into a claim
that H always limits the verb’s action alone.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Duration + ¥ + Verb 4+ T (how long you haven’t ...)

B Friends meet after a long gap

o Two friends have not met for ten years and are now greeting each other.

e BAMBELTEERT. — T4 measures the period with no meeting.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Duration + ¥ + Verb + T (how long you
haven’t ...). Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RMNELTHHFEBERT .
wo men yi jing shi nidn méi jian le
Word guide: Ffi] — we; B4 — already; }+4F — ten years; % — haven’t; Il — met.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, WATE L TEE R T . : T4F measures the period with
no meeting.

» Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Compare FfT LR T W/, where the duration follows the completed talk-
ing.

e Final | marks the current relevance of the gap; this greeting does not promise
that the gap will continue after the reunion.

B Use the distinction

e 4 measures the period with no meeting.

o Compare A WIER T W/, where the duration follows the completed talk-
ing. Final T marks the current relevance of the gap; this greeting does not promise
that the gap will continue after the reunion.

B Try it with help closed

Two friends have not met for ten years and are now greeting each other. Close the

examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in

English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one

detail and try again.

One possible response: #1184 +4%EILT .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Compare FAT UL R T W/, where the duration follows the completed
talking.

e Final T marks the current relevance of the gap; this greeting does not promise
that the gap will continue after the reunion.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Time + 7 (not until — lateness)

B Arrival feels late against a schedule

e You expected to be home by eight, but arrived at eleven.
o BE—EABIF. — 4 evaluates the eleven-o’clock arrival as late in this context.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is Time + Z (not until — lateness). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RERT—RABIRK.
wo zud tian shi yi didn cdi dao jia
Word guide: F — I; FER — yesterday; +— x5 — eleven o’clock; 7 — not until; F|% —



got home.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, B+—EAB|Z. : 4 evaluates the eleven-o’clock arrival
as late in this context.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o The expectation is essential; eleven is not intrinsically late for every schedule.

o Time+ 7 often omits T in basic examples, but do not extend that tendency to a
ban on all constructions with 7 and 7 .

B Use the distinction
e 7 evaluates the eleven-o’clock arrival as late in this context.

o The expectation is essential; eleven is not intrinsically late for every schedule.
Time+ 7 often omits T in basic examples, but do not extend that tendency to a
ban on all constructions with 7~ and 7T .

B Try it with help closed

You expected to be home by eight, but arrived at eleven. Close the examples. Say

a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: F+— 54 2|5,

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The expectation is essential; eleven is not intrinsically late for every schedule.

o Time+ 7 often omits T in basic examples, but do not extend that tendency to
a ban on all constructions with 4 and 7 .

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

% ..., B .. (first ..., then ...)

B A meal has an order of actions

o Before eating, someone tells you to wash your hands.
o JWEF, HIZMR. — The instruction puts washing before eating.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 4 ... , F ... (first ..., then ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

SBH®TF, B
zian i show zai chi

Word guide: 4 — first; %5 — wash hands; , H- — then; IZ — eat.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, 55¥tF, B2, : The instruction puts washing before
eating.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e F links the second step; it does not require a second meal.

» The sentence specifies order but not the exact delay between actions. #XJ5 can
link later steps too.

B Use the distinction
e The instruction puts washing before eating.

o T4 links the second step; it does not require a second meal. The sentence specifies
order but not the exact delay between actions. #X )5 can link later steps too.

B Try it with help closed

Before eating, someone tells you to wash your hands. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: J¢¥tT, FHIZR .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o - links the second step; it does not require a second meal.

o The sentence specifies order but not the exact delay between actions. #XJ5 can
link later steps too.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.




—if1 ... —i ... (doing two things at once)

B Two activities overlap

e You listen to music while preparing a meal.

. &~3211‘ﬁf(’0§2, —iE K. — The two activities overlap in time.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is —34 ... —# ... (doing two things at once). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REH DTG, —LEK.
wo chdng chdng yi bian xi zdo yi bian chdang ge
Word guide: & — I; % — often; —ifi — while; £ — showering; "EH{ — sing.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, —IMHHR, —HITF K. : The two activities overlap in
time.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o This does not mean every small movement occurs at exactly the same instant.

o —i1%E—31%8 can describe overlapping reactions without claiming deliberate con-
trol over both; do not impose intention as a universal condition.

B Use the distinction

o The two activities overlap in time.

o This does not mean every small movement occurs at exactly the same instant. —
NE—i15¢ can describe overlapping reactions without claiming deliberate control
over both; do not impose intention as a universal condition.

B Try it with help closed

You listen to music while preparing a meal. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: F—ilfifik, —HIWmE %K.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e This does not mean every small movement occurs at exactly the same instant.

o — % —3115% can describe overlapping reactions without claiming deliberate
control over both; do not impose intention as a universal condition.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

#R (always — a complaint)

B A complaint names a recurring interruption

e A friend keeps interrupting you during conversations.
o WRELZEZRITHIFR? — %2 presents the repeated interruption with frustration.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is #& (always — a complaint). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WEAERBI?
ni zén me ldo shi chi dao
Word guide: #} — you; /E4 — why; %2 — always; iR%] — late.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, REZZRITHIIR? : Z /2 presents the repeated inter-
ruption with frustration.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o 22 often occurs in complaints but is not forbidden with positive predicates: fili
%2 F5F can express appreciation in context.
o 2 can also be used critically.



B Use the distinction
o #J& presents the repeated interruption with frustration.

o Z 2 often occurs in complaints but is not forbidden with positive predicates: fth
ZR2HEFR can express appreciation in context. Fif2 can also be used critically.

B Try it with help closed

A friend keeps interrupting you during conversations. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: {R/EA4ZEFTWF?

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o ZJZ often occurs in complaints but is not forbidden with positive predicates: fili
H2HEIR can express appreciation in context.

e JJ2 can also be used critically.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

7 + Number (only — a small amount)

B A fare seems surprisingly small
e You expected a ticket to cost more than twenty yuan.

o XPEA—FH, — 4 presents the price as only twenty yuan against that expec-
tation.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is 4 + Number (only — a small amount). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

A=+
ni cdi ér shi sui
Word guide: ¥R — you; A — only; —+ X%/ — twenty.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, XHEA -+, : 4 presents the price as only twenty
yuan against that expectation.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e The price is a small amount from the speaker’s viewpoint.

o 1A% instead means only twenty yuan is sufficient; word position and pred-
icate change the scope.

B Use the distinction
o I presents the price as only twenty yuan against that expectation.

o The price is a small amount from the speaker’s viewpoint. — 1A% instead
means only twenty yuan is sufficient; word position and predicate change the scope.

B Try it with help closed

You expected a ticket to cost more than twenty yuan. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: X5 4 — 4,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The price is a small amount from the speaker’s viewpoint.

o T+ 3 A W instead means only twenty yuan is sufficient; word position and
predicate change the scope.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

7 vs Bk (late vs early)

B One clock time supports two reactions

o An early worker expects arrival at six; a late worker expects arrival at nine.

o NAERBIT. WAKRADB. — 5k and 4 present the same arrival time as early

or late against different expectations.

B Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is 4" vs B (late vs early). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

A RRERT
ta liv dian jiu g7 chudng le
Word guide: ftfi — he; 755 — six o’clock; 5t — already; # K — get up.



B Read examples in context

LR AR .

ta jiu didn cdi qi chudng

Word guide: ftfi — he; JLA — nine o’clock; 7 — not until; K — get up.

o In the opening example, f )\ EEBI T . WAL A S, : ¥t and 4 present the same
arrival time as early or late against different expectations.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o Check the expected time, not only the clock number.

e 1 is common in the completed jf example; the words themselves do not assign a
tense to every sentence.

B Use the distinction
o 3t and A present the same arrival time as early or late against different expecta-
tions.

o Check the expected time, not only the clock number. T is common in the com-
pleted B example; the words themselves do not assign a tense to every sentence.

B Try it with help closed

An early worker expects arrival at six; a late worker expects arrival at nine. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change
one detail and try again.

One possible response: fb/\ S 5t8] 7. fh/\ S A5,

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o Check the expected time, not only the clock number.

e T is common in the completed #fi example; the words themselves do not assign
a tense to every sentence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

B vs RIA (just now: adverb vs time-word)

B Place a recent-time expression correctly

o A friend left shortly before you arrived.

o fME. WIAfAREEX L. — Wl modifies the leaving; NI 4" names the earlier time

when he was here.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is W vs WA (just now: adverb vs time-word).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HRIFE .
ta gang zou
Word guide: fth — he; Wi — just; & — leave.

B Read examples in context

WA At L

gang cdi ta zdi zher

Word guide: R4 — a moment ago; fth — he; £ — be at; iX JL. — here.

« In the opening example, ABRIE . WIAMBELEX L. : KWl modifies the leaving; K|
7" names the earlier time when he was here.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o M can describe a short interval relative to a stated event, as in W Z|2## 5L FY
T.

o NI can occur before or after the subject and in K| 4 [ H{i; it is a time expression,
not merely a longer K.

B Use the distinction

o [l modifies the leaving; N4~ names the earlier time when he was here.
o NI can describe a short interval relative to a stated event, as in W Z|2==# 5L F

T. WA can occur before or after the subject and in K| HLi%; it is a time
expression, not merely a longer M.



B Try it with help closed

A friend left shortly before you arrived. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: fliilE. WA MER7EX L.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o NI can describe a short interval relative to a stated event, as in | Z| 250
T.

Ml 4" can occur before or after the subject and in NI A4 B H 3f; it is a time
expression, not merely a longer Ni.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

EE vs —m& (a bit too...

B An evaluation becomes a request

vs a little ...er)

o A coat costs more than you want to pay, so you ask for a small reduction.

o XEBEXRBE BT, BH—EE. — AL P evaluates the price; {HH— 5 asks for

a lower price.

B Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is & vs —& (a bit too...
it in the original interlinear examples below.

vs a little ...er). Locate
o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

AR RE R

zhé jian yi fu you didn gui
Word guide: X — this; {4 —
expensive.

(measure word); Kk — clothes; A 5% — a bit; 5 —

B Read examples in context

fEE— B!

pidn yi yi didn ba

Word guide: f#E — cheap; — 5 — a little.

o In the opening example, XK IRA K HK. FE—HIE, : A 55 evaluates the
price; {5 — & asks for a lower price.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o & precedes the adjective and — f5 follows it here.

IV

o A5 often expresses an unwanted state but can express mild surprise or feelings

such as £ /55 2%; negative evaluation is usual, not compulsory.

B Use the distinction

o A % evaluates the price; {#i’H— 5 asks for a lower price.

o A /5 precedes the adjective and — & follows it here. 74 j5 often expresses an
unwanted state but can express mild surprise or feelings such as £ f&i 5 2%; negative
evaluation is usual, not compulsory.

B Try it with help closed

A coat costs more than you want to pay, so you ask for a small reduction. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change
one detail and try again.

One possible response: XK RA S, HH— ST,
e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
it follows it here.

N

o A5 precedes the adjective and —

o A 5 often expresses an unwanted state but can express mild surprise or feelings
such as A &5 2%; negative evaluation is usual, not compulsory.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

H vs X (again: future vs past)

B Distinguish a new plan from a known recurrence

e A visitor came today and plans another visit tomorrow.

o HRMIRT, WXFER.

visit.

— X marks today’s recurrence; f§ proposes the next

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is i vs X (again: future vs past). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fBSXGRE] T .
ta you chi dao le
Word guide: fih — he; ¥ — again; iR %] — late.



B Read examples in context

B R PRI !

ming tian zai ldi ba

Word guide: Bi-K — tomorrow; JJ — again; 3¢ — come.

o In the opening example, & FRM KT, BIREE. : ¥ marks today’s recurrence;
- proposes the next visit.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
 This is a useful basic contrast, not a past/future tense system.
o HHR X2 E— is a known recurrence in the future; F also links subsequent steps,

as in Jof L.

B Use the distinction

o ¥ marks today’s recurrence; F- proposes the next visit.

o This is a useful basic contrast, not a past/future tense system. BK & B — is
a known recurrence in the future; F also links subsequent steps, as in J&F& F-iit.

B Try it with help closed

A visitor came today and plans another visit tomorrow. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: 4 KA X1, BHKHE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

 This is a useful basic contrast, not a past/future tense system.

o HAR N ZEW— is a known recurrence in the future; F- also links subsequent
steps, as in JCH UL

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verbs, ability & complements
HSK 3

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Eiftk (looks / seems)

B An attractive dish has not been tasted

e You judge a dish from its appearance before trying it.
o EANEEBEMIN. — The speaker offers an impression from appearance.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is FiE¥] (looks / seems). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

B RRKBER .
ta kan qv ldi hén léi
Word guide: fih — he; FHH#L — looks; f§ — very; & — tired.

B Read examples in context

XASERRRBEZ

zhé ge cdi kan qi ldi hén hdo chi

Word guide: iX — this; 4~ — (measure word); 3£ — dish; FHifEk — looks; ff — very; U

17, — delicious.

« In the opening example, XAEBRFMIFNZ . : The speaker offers an impression
from appearance.

e Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o FHitd¥k does not prove taste or underlying quality.

o It also does not prove that the person has never tasted the dish; the sentence only
chooses appearance as the basis of this comment.



B Use the distinction
o The speaker offers an impression from appearance.

o AHift¥ does not prove taste or underlying quality. It also does not prove that the
person has never tasted the dish; the sentence only chooses appearance as the basis
of this comment.

B Try it with help closed

You judge a dish from its appearance before trying it. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: X EFHFKRITIZ .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Fie¥ does not prove taste or underlying quality.

o It also does not prove that the person has never tasted the dish; the sentence
only chooses appearance as the basis of this comment.

e I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

ik /W /¥ / f (make / let / ask someone do)

B One person asks another to act

o A teacher politely asks a visitor to come inside.
o ZIFEMHER. — The visitor is the person expected to enter.

® Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ik / W / 3& / fi (make / let / ask someone do).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

IBIERE NS

ma ma rang wo Tué gang qin
Word guide: {515 — mom; il: — let; F — me; 2% — learn; 4428 — piano.

B Read examples in context

THABHER .

qing ta jin ldi

Word guide: iF — please; fth — him; #3€ — come in.

o In the opening example, ZIJMFEMBENR . : The visitor is the person expected to
enter.

e Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o The person after i is also the understood subject of 3.

e il can allow or cause, while {§i can have a non-human cause, as in X{4-FHHIKE
2: these verbs are not interchangeable in every context.

B Use the distinction

e The visitor is the person expected to enter.

o The person after i is also the understood subject of #£3. il: can allow or cause,
while fifi can have a non-human cause, as in X{4-FfiFk 55 2%; these verbs are not
interchangeable in every context.

B Try it with help closed

A teacher politely asks a visitor to come inside. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: ZIifiig ik .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o The person after i is also the understood subject of #£.

e il can allow or cause, while {fi can have a non-human cause, as in XFE{HFR
F12%: these verbs are not interchangeable in every context.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

%33 (after going through)

B A discussion leads to a decision

e A group decides on a plan after discussing alternatives.

o ZPHE, BIMBRERBAXPIHR. — 4id presents the discussion as the process

preceding the decision.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is £33 (after going through). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

SNE=4FMFTN, MRIIT .

jing guo san nidn de nu li ta chéng gong le



Word guide: 43 — after; = — three; 4 — year; %% J; — effort; fii — he; i{Tf) — succeed.

B Read examples in context
Zdvhe, RIPLET .
jing guo tdao lun wo men jué ding le
Word guide: £33 — after; 1511 — discussion; FA|] — we; € — decide.
« In the opening example, 23331, BRI ERARXANFHR. : £ presents the
discussion as the process preceding the decision.
o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o The process can be brief; it need not be years of effort.

o 23l also means pass through, as in £ 3d 434, Check whether a process or a
physical route is being described.

B Use the distinction
o 21 presents the discussion as the process preceding the decision.
o The process can be brief; it need not be years of effort. %3 also means pass

through, as in 43t %34, Check whether a process or a physical route is being
described.

B Try it with help closed

A group decides on a plan after discussing alternatives. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: 231378, AT ERHX N E.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The process can be brief; it need not be years of effort.

o %1} also means pass through, as in £k 434, Check whether a process or a
physical route is being described.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

M / #% (should, ought to)

B Advice differs from a prediction

o A tired friend asks what to do, and you suggest rest.
o WMMZZIKE . — V% expresses advice or an obligation in this conversation.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is /¥ / # (should, ought to). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WRLZEZARR -

ni ying gai duo xiu i

Word guide: ff — you; V1% — should; £ — more; K E, — rest.

B Read examples in context

BET!

gai zou le

Word guide: % — should; 5£ — go.

« In the opening example, /RMVZBIRE . : WVi% expresses advice or an obligation
in this conversation.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e [Wi% can also express expectation: fiiViZE. 4% T means he should have arrived
by now.

o Negate advice with A% or A i%; meaning depends on whether the speaker
recommends or predicts.

B Use the distinction
o W% expresses advice or an obligation in this conversation.

o 1% can also express expectation: fth)ViZ L4 %] T means he should have arrived
by now. Negate advice with AN 1% or /A1%; meaning depends on whether the
speaker recommends or predicts.



B Try it with help closed

A tired friend asks what to do, and you suggest rest. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: {RWiZZKE. .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o W% can also express expectation: W iZE 4 F| T means he should have arrived
by now.

o Negate advice with AN/ 1% or AN1%; meaning depends on whether the speaker
recommends or predicts.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Y + Verb (unpleasant to ...)
B Bad taste differs from physical difficulty

o A drink tastes unpleasant although swallowing it is easy.

o XNMBHMEIF, — MENE evaluates the unpleasant taste.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is ¥ + Verb (unpleasant to ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

AR .

zhé ge ydao hén ndn chi

Word guide: X — this; /> — (measure word); 24§ — medicine; & — very; Mz — bad-

tasting.

B Read examples in context

XEHRBLEFIT

zhé shou gé hén hdo ting

Word guide: X — this; B — (measure word); #X — song; fR — very; Wt — nice to hear.
o In the opening example, XAZ5EMEMG. : YN evaluates the unpleasant taste.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Mg is an established word, not a promise that every ¥ +verb means unpleasant.

o X2 means difficult to learn; distinguish conventional evaluations such as XUt
from task difficulty.

B Use the distinction
o NS evaluates the unpleasant taste.

o MM is an established word, not a promise that every ¥ +verb means unpleasant.
2% means difficult to learn; distinguish conventional evaluations such as ¥ W
from task difficulty.

B Try it with help closed

A drink tastes unpleasant although swallowing it is easy. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: X425 N .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o MEN is an established word, not a promise that every ¥ +verb means unpleasant.

o M=% means difficult to learn; distinguish conventional evaluations such as YENT
from task difficulty.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + T + Duration (did for a length of time)

B A duration differs from a clock time

¢ You describe the length of yesterday’s sleep.
o RET /AN, — /D measures how long the sleeping lasted.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Verb + T + Duration (did for a length of time).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RET=ZEHN.
wo zué le san nidn Zhong wén
Word guide: F — I; 2% — study; = — three; 4F — year; 13 — Chinese.



B Read examples in context

bE T AAS/NET

ta shui le ba ge xido shi

Word guide: fifi — he; [ — sleep; J\ — eight; /|~ — (measure word); /NE} — hour.

 In the opening example, FEE T AA/DEF. : /\/PEf measures how long the
sleeping lasted.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o /A names a clock time instead.

o A completed duration alone does not determine whether a longer habit continues:
2T =49 reports three years without automatically proving that study has
ended forever.

B Use the distinction
o /A\/NBF measures how long the sleeping lasted.

e J\H names a clock time instead. A completed duration alone does not determine
whether a longer habit continues: F%2% T =4F {1 X reports three years without
automatically proving that study has ended forever.

B Try it with help closed

You describe the length of yesterday’s sleep. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: FHE T /\ N/,

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o /U names a clock time instead.

o A completed duration alone does not determine whether a longer habit continues:
T =4FEJ 3 reports three years without automatically proving that study
has ended forever.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + T + Duration + T (have been ...-ing)

B A duration is relevant up to now

» You have studied Chinese for three years and are still studying.

e BET=4PXT. — The final T makes the elapsed three-year period relevant
now; continued study is natural here.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Verb + T + Duration + J (have been ...-ing).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RETZFEPXT .

wo zué le san nian Zhong wén le
Word guide: & — I; 2% — study; = — three; 4£ — year; 13 — Chinese.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, 2AET =Z4EHILT . : The final T makes the elapsed
three-year period relevant now; continued study is natural here.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e The context supplies continuation.

o Compare FRZET—A/P T, IAELT 53] T the wait can end at the reference

point. Two T do not guarantee that an action continues indefinitely afterward.

B Use the distinction

e The final T makes the elapsed three-year period relevant now; continued study is
natural here.

o The context supplies continuation. Compare 45 7 — /NS T, IAELA T3] T
the wait can end at the reference point. Two | do not guarantee that an action
continues indefinitely afterward.

B Try it with help closed

You have studied Chinese for three years and are still studying. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: 2 7 =4 37T,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The context supplies continuation.

o Compare FZ T—AVDN T, BIAEA T3] T: the wait can end at the reference
point. Two | do not guarantee that an action continues indefinitely afterward.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.




®BIpEE: + Verb (no way to / can’t)
B A refusal names a practical constraint

* You would like to help but cannot leave work today.

o SREBEHEFFMR. — The speaker presents helping today as unavailable under
the circumstances.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ¥IpEE + Verb (no way to / can’t). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RBINEFER -
wo méi ban fa bang ni
Word guide: ¥ — I; % Jp¥E — no way; #5 — help; 4R — you.

B Read examples in context

BIpk, HEg%.

méi ban fa zhi néng déng

Word guide: ¥%7p% — nothing to be done; HFE — can only; 2§ — wait.

« In the opening example, & RIBREEINEFFVR. : The speaker presents helping today
as unavailable under the circumstances.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o ¥%Jp¥E does not necessarily describe permanent inability.

o WL, A may accept a current constraint; explain the obstacle where the
listener needs it.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker presents helping today as unavailable under the circumstances.

o %YL does not necessarily describe permanent inability. & JpyE, F& H 4 may
accept a current constraint; explain the obstacle where the listener needs it.

B Try it with help closed

You would like to help but cannot leave work today. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: 4 K EINETHFIR .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o V%I does not necessarily describe permanent inability.

o WeipyE, FHIFE may accept a current constraint; explain the obstacle where
the listener needs it.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb reduplication (do a bit / give it a try)

B A short trial is offered politely

e You ask a friend to look briefly at a draft.
o BREBXME. - Reduplication presents looking as a brief, lighter action.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Verb reduplication (do a bit / give it a try).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HEEXA
ni kan kan zhé ge
Word guide: & — you; FF — have a look; iX — this; 4~ — (measure word).

B Read examples in context

RIVKBIREIE.

wo men Tiu i Tiu i ba

Word guide: FA] — we; {RE, — rest; /KB — rest.

« In the opening example, JREF XM, : Reduplication presents looking as a brief,
lighter action.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



B Know the boundary
o Use HF or H—F for this single-syllable verb, and & B AKE for K H.

» Not every verb naturally reduplicates; completed trials can use 7& T & rather than
adding | anywhere.

B Use the distinction

o Reduplication presents looking as a brief, lighter action.

e Use FHFH or H—F for this single-syllable verb, and /K HKE, for {&£ 5. Not every
verb naturally reduplicates; completed trials can use & | % rather than adding |
anywhere.

B Try it with help closed

You ask a friend to look briefly at a draft. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: {RHF X,

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Use HF or F—F for this single-syllable verb, and & Bk HE, for {&H..

o Not every verb naturally reduplicates; completed trials can use & T %& rather
than adding | anywhere.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

& + Verb (feeling verbs with 1§)

B A feeling can take a degree word

* You express how much you like a new subject.
o BRABEWHIL. — i modifies the degree of liking, not the number of lessons taken.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is f§ + Verb (feeling verbs with f#). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FARERIR.

wo hén xi huan ni
Word guide: 3, — I; f§ — really; =¥k — like; /R — you.

B Read examples in context

RBER.

wo hén xidng jia

Word guide: ¥ — I; f§ — really; 8 — miss; 4 — home.

« In the opening example, BWABAERH L. : f modifies the degree of liking, not the
number of lessons taken.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
« Some mental or evaluative verbs take degree words, including T fi# as well as =
K.

o A plain physical action such as #z does not take @ in the same degree pattern.

B Use the distinction

o {R modifies the degree of liking, not the number of lessons taken.

« Some mental or evaluative verbs take degree words, including T fi# as well as =-3X.
A plain physical action such as Iz does not take fi in the same degree pattern.

B Try it with help closed

You express how much you like a new subject. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: AR =W H 3,

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Some mental or evaluative verbs take degree words, including T fi# as well as =
K.

o A plain physical action such as F7 does not take 4% in the same degree pattern.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Direction complement 3} / % (toward / away)

B Choose direction from a viewpoint

¢ You stand inside a room and invite a visitor at the door to enter.
o HHEE. — K directs the movement toward the viewpoint inside the room.



B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Direction complement 3} / % (toward / away).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

THHER !
qing jin ldi
Word guide: i — please; #£3€ — come in.

B Read examples in context

EHEK.

bd shu nd ldi

Word guide: 48 — (f£); 45 — book; &3k — bring here.

o In the opening example, FEPER . : K directs the movement toward the viewpoint
inside the room.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o Choose the speaker’s or established narrative viewpoint.

o 2 is natural from outside when describing movement into a different space; it is
not intrinsically wrong for entering a room.

B Use the distinction

o 3k directs the movement toward the viewpoint inside the room.

o Choose the speaker’s or established narrative viewpoint. #fZ is natural from
outside when describing movement into a different space; it is not intrinsically
wrong for entering a room.

B Try it with help closed

You stand inside a room and invite a visitor at the door to enter. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: ¥,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Choose the speaker’s or established narrative viewpoint.

o i is natural from outside when describing movement into a different space; it
is not intrinsically wrong for entering a room.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Potential complement % / R (can / can’t do it)

B Understanding is a possible result

e The recording is clear, but its language is too difficult for you.
o« BRWFAEE. - Listening does not achieve understanding.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Potential complement & / R (can / can’t do
it). Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RITISHE.
wo ting de dong
Word guide: & — T; W — listen; 5 — (can); f# — understand.

B Read examples in context

KZET, BEAR.

tai yuan le wo kan b jian

Word guide: K — too; i — far; F — I; HA UL — can’t see.

« In the opening example, FIF A, : Listening does not achieve understanding.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



B Know the boundary

o WA is about the achievable result, not a ban on listening.

o fE also expresses ability as well as permission, so do not gloss g as permission
only.

B Use the distinction

o Listening does not achieve understanding.

o WP ANf# is about the achievable result, not a ban on listening. HE also expresses
ability as well as permission, so do not gloss fE as permission only.

B Try it with help closed

The recording is clear, but its language is too difficult for you. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: F U A,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o WA is about the achievable result, not a ban on listening.

e fiE also expresses ability as well as permission, so do not gloss fE as permission
only.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + F% (keep ...-ing)

B An unfinished explanation should continue

o A speaker pauses before finishing a story, and you ask for the rest.
o W FZE. — [ asks the already started speaking to continue.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Verb + 2 (keep ...-ing). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.
o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.
BWHETE.
qing shuo xid qu
Word guide: i — please; ¥, — speak; 2 — carry on.

B Read examples in context

—EERRFTE!

yi ding yao jian chi xia qu

Word guide: —4%€ — definitely; 3% — must; IR§F — persist; N2 — keep on.

 In the opening example, i FZ. : [ 7 asks the already started speaking to
continue.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e i N2 is a continuation use; £ N2 can describe physical movement downwards
in another context.

e The complement’s meaning depends on the verb and scene.

B Use the distinction

o [N asks the already started speaking to continue.

e i N7 is a continuation use; 3£ FZ can describe physical movement downwards
in another context. The complement’s meaning depends on the verb and scene.

B Try it with help closed

A speaker pauses before finishing a story, and you ask for the rest. Close the

examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in

English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one

detail and try again.

One possible response: it N 2.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o P N is a continuation use; 3£ N % can describe physical movement downwards
in another context.

e The complement’s meaning depends on the verb and scene.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Result complements 3 / 58 / & (how it turned out)

B Finishing does not prove correctness

¢ A student finishes all the homework but writes one answer incorrectly.

o EMUSET, FIRA —EBEET. — 5¢ marks completion, while 4% marks an

incorrect result.



B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is Result complements #F / 52 / 4& (how it turned
out). Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

YEMASET
2u0 yé zuo wdan le
Word guide: /)l — homework; fif — do; 5¢ — finish.

B Read examples in context

REHT

wo xi€ cuo le

Word guide: 3, — I; 5 — write; # — wrongly.

o In the opening example, YEWWTE T, Al RE —HBEE 4 T .. 5¢ marks completion,
while 4% marks an incorrect result.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o {58 does not imply fH§%.

o ¥ may mean properly completed or ready, depending on the activity. Select the
result that answers the intended question.

B Use the distinction
o 5¢ marks completion, while 4% marks an incorrect result.

o fit5¢ does not imply %}, i may mean properly completed or ready, depending
on the activity. Select the result that answers the intended question.

B Try it with help closed

A student finishes all the homework but writes one answer incorrectly. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: {ENAf5E T, Wl —EHEET.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o fit5¢ does not imply %

o fi{F may mean properly completed or ready, depending on the activity. Select
the result that answers the intended question.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.



Comparisons
HSK 3

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

% (B) comparisons (not as ... as)

B A shorter person does not reach a height

e One friend is 170 cm tall and another is 180 cm tall.
o WEHME . — The speaker’s height falls below the other person’s height.

B Build the form

« The pattern in this lesson is ¥ (#) comparisons (not as ...
the original interlinear examples below.

as). Locate it in

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REH MR -
wo méi you ta gao

Word guide: ¥ — I; {7 — not as; fii — him; & — tall.

B Read examples in context
SREHEHERE .
jin tian méi you zud tian léng
Word guide: 4K — today; ¥4 — not as; fEK — yesterday; & — cold.
o In the opening example, TIEAME . : The speaker’s height falls below the other
person’s height.
o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o AHoAthE means not taller, which permits equality; %45 fth 5 expresses a lower
level.

o Both are grammatical, with different meanings. Do not call A}, an invalid negative

of .

B Use the distinction
o The speaker’s height falls below the other person’s height.

o ANEHABE means not taller, which permits equality; Y% fih 5 expresses a lower
level. Both are grammatical, with different meanings. Do not call /N an invalid
negative of L.

B Try it with help closed

One friend is 170 cm tall and another is 180 cm tall. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: A M.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o AHAMBE means not taller, which permits equality; ¥l expresses a lower
level.

o Both are grammatical, with different meanings. Do not call AN H, an invalid
negative of .

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

B .. & %) (compared with ...)

B A comparison needs a named baseline

e You compare this year’s summer with last year’s.

o WBEAEW, SLETEM, — L4F is the baseline; 4F is the period being evaluated.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is BB ... b (#3¥k) (compared with ...). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REEW, SEFH,

gen qu nidn bt jin nidn geng ré

Word guide: R — with; Z:4F — last year; Ft — compare; 4-4F — this year; ¥ — even
more; # — hot.



B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, IEFR4AEH,, S4B, : L4F is the baseline; 44F is the
period being evaluated.

» Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o FRFAEHHRSR also works.

o A changed baseline can change the claim; hotter than last year does not mean
hotter than every year on record.

B Use the distinction
o A4F is the baseline; 4+4F is the period being evaluated.

o IREFELF I also works. A changed baseline can change the claim; hotter than
last year does not mean hotter than every year on record.

B Try it with help closed
You compare this year’s summer with last year’s. Close the examples. Say a Man-

darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: JREF, SHETM,
e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o HREAELAL K also works.

e A changed baseline can change the claim; hotter than last year does not mean
hotter than every year on record.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

¥ ...  / #f (even more than)

B A comparison does not set an absolute height
o Two short children differ in height.
o fHIRER . — The other child is taller relative to the speaker.

B Build the form
o« The pattern in this lesson is i ... B / #& (even more than). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

B RER .
ta bi wo géng gao
Word guide: ftfi — he; k¢ — than; & — me; ¥ — even more; & — tall.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, LR EF . :

speaker.

The other child is taller relative to the

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o i can strengthen the comparison without proving that either child is tall against
an adult standard.

o An ordinary [, comparison uses [, ¥ 5 or iA 5 rather than FLFAR 5.

B Use the distinction

o The other child is taller relative to the speaker.

e T can strengthen the comparison without proving that either child is tall against
an adult standard. An ordinary k. comparison uses j&, ¥ or i rather than

FEFAR =
B Try it with help closed
Two short children differ in height. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.

Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: fili L35 5.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o i can strengthen the comparison without proving that either child is tall against
an adult standard.

o An ordinary [, comparison uses &, 55 or iAH rather than FLFRAR 5.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

K ... Adj + £7 (much more than)

B A large gap differs from a precise measurement

e An older child is much taller than a younger child.
o MMHBREEZLT. — £ 71 presents the height difference as large.



B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is l; ... Adj + £ 7T (much more than). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BEREZT .
ta b7 wo gao duo le
Word guide: fih — he; . — than; & — me; 5 — tall; £ 77 — much more.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, MBHLRFEZ T - : £ T presents the height difference as
large.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
. %%T does not state a precise number of centimetres.
o H— i describes a smaller gap; &1 JE K supplies a numerical difference.

B Use the distinction

e £ 7T presents the height difference as large.

e £ T does not state a precise number of centimetres. 55— i describes a smaller
gap; 1 JE K supplies a numerical difference.

B Try it with help closed

An older child is much taller than a younger child. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: fhitH =L T,

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

¢ I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e =% 1 does not state a precise number of centimetres.

o Hi— /4 describes a smaller gap; &1 JEK supplies a numerical difference.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

N1 + & + N2 + Adj (as ... as)

B Ask whether a level is reached

e You want to know whether a child’s height reaches an older sibling’s height.
o FRBEME? — The question asks about reaching the comparison level.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is N1 + & + N2 + Adj (as ...
original interlinear examples below.

as). Locate it in the

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WA g ?
ni you ta gao ma
Word guide: {& — you; F — as .. as; fifi — him; & — tall.

B Read examples in context

e In the opening example, 4G b E? -

comparison level.

The question asks about reaching the

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

¢ The question itself does not assert equality.

o An answer such as ¥4 confirms a lower height; 7 in this comparison differs from
H—7A<4;, where it expresses possession.

B Use the distinction

e The question asks about reaching the comparison level.

o The question itself does not assert equality. An answer such as %45 confirms
a lower height; 7 in this comparison differs from & —4~4, where it expresses
possession.



B Try it with help closed

You want to know whether a child’s height reaches an older sibling’s height. Close

the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly

in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change

one detail and try again.

One possible response: {/RA il 5 0H?

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The question itself does not assert equality.

o An answer such as ¥% 7 confirms a lower height; 4 in this comparison differs
from —7A45, where it expresses possession.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Particles, nouns & numbers
HSK 3

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Time / Verb + PAHI (before ...)

B A deadline comes before a named time

¢ You ask a friend to return before three o’clock.

o =EPABIREISE. — The return should happen before the stated three-o’clock bound-
ary.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Time / Verb + PABI (before ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

= RPARTEIE .
san didn yi qidn hut ldi
Word guide: = g — three o’clock; PAH] — before; [B]3€ — come back.

B Read examples in context

BB AR T -

shui jiao yi qidn shua ya

Word guide: [ — sleep; PAR] — before; Jill 7 — brush teeth.

 In the opening example, = PABI MBI, : The return should happen before the
stated three-o’clock boundary.

e Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o DA follows its reference time or action.

o [EEYE PAHIR - places brushing before sleeping, not after it; separate a deadline
from a duration.



B Use the distinction
e The return should happen before the stated three-o’clock boundary.

o DAH] follows its reference time or action. HEE VAT A places brushing before
sleeping, not after it; separate a deadline from a duration.

B Try it with help closed
You ask a friend to return before three o’clock. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: = i DA 3E .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o PLET follows its reference time or action.

M5 PAHIRI 2 places brushing before sleeping, not after it; separate a deadline
from a duration.

e I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

PARI, ... (in the past, ...)

B An earlier home differs from a current one

» You explain that you used to live in Beijing but now live elsewhere.
o DABIRAMAAEIIK. — DART introduces an earlier period of residence.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is PAHI, ..
interlinear examples below.
o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

DART, BAFEILI.
yi qidn wo zhi zdi Béi jing
Word guide: PAF[ — in the past; & — I; {£ — live; £ — in; Jt5T — Beijing.

(in the past, ...). Locate it in the original

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, PABIRAFEFEILIL. : PAHT introduces an earlier period of
residence.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The current contrast comes from context.
e The sentence alone need not tell us the exact dates or all later homes. Compare
=S PAHI, where PAH] follows a specific reference point.

—=0N

B Use the distinction
o PAHI introduces an earlier period of residence.

¢ The current contrast comes from context. The sentence alone need not tell us the
exact dates or all later homes. Compare = s PAHJ, where PAH] follows a specific
reference point.

B Try it with help closed

You explain that you used to live in Beijing but now live elsewhere. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: PARIFAFZEILEL.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The current contrast comes from context.

o The sentence alone need not tell us the exact dates or all later homes. Compare

= & PAHI, where PAH] follows a specific reference point.

e I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

WA (a moment ago)

B A friend asks you to repeat the earlier news

¢ You did not hear a friend’s last sentence clearly.

o HRAIABAHA? — WA asks about speech in the recent past.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is K7 (a moment ago). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.
¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RIABR T -
gang cdi ta ldi le
Word guide: N4 — a moment ago; fii — he; 3 — come.



B Read examples in context

PRRIABeftA?

ni gang cdi shuo shén me

Word guide: ff — you; M| — a moment ago; §ji, — say; {14 — what.

o In the opening example, #RFIABAAT :
past.

Wi 4 asks about speech in the recent

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o WA is a time expression: WA fth#EixX JL and ¥ 4 FEx JL both work.

It can describe a state or a negated action, as in R A %M I; T is not compulsory.

B Use the distinction

o P4 asks about speech in the recent past.

o WA is a time expression: M| A f¥EiX JL and M| A ¥EiX JL both work. It can
describe a state or a negated action, as in N A VW IL; T is not compulsory.

B Try it with help closed

You did not hear a friend’s last sentence clearly. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: {RRIAJifH47

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o« WA is a time expression: WA X JL and ABKIA 75X JL both work.

o It can describe a state or a negated action, as in W| A %W L; T is not compul-
SOTY.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Time / Verb + B (when ...)

B Attach an event to a time

» You reached a friend’s home when the friend was out.
o FREBF, MAFE. — I} ties the absence to the time of your arrival.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Time / Verb + B} (when ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FoREF, MAFE.
wo lai shi ta bu zdi

Word guide: ¥ — I; 3 — come; B} — when; fit — he; A — not; £ — be in.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, TR}, MAFE. : I} ties the absence to the time of your
arrival.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o [} is a shorter, often more formal version of [1J .

o It can also occur in a future instruction, as in fRZEM}&1FF; it does not itself
supply past tense.

B Use the distinction

o [} ties the absence to the time of your arrival.

o i} is a shorter, often more formal version of i} {#. It can also occur in a future
instruction, as in {RIEHHE1FIK; it does not itself supply past tense.

B Try it with help closed

You reached a friend’s home when the friend was out. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: KR}, BATE.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e I} is a shorter, often more formal version of [¥JH} .

e It can also occur in a future instruction, as in fREH45FF; it does not itself
supply past tense.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.




PAJG (after / in the future)

B Class ends before the trip home

» You plan to go home after class.
o THPABEMHZE. - Class ending is the reference point before going home.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is PAJ§ (after / in the future). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PG, BABELEIN.

yi hou wo xidng dang ldo shi

Word guide: PAJ5 — in the future; 3 — I; #H — want; 24 — be; i — teacher.

B Read examples in context
TRUBEZE.
xid ké yi hou hui jia
Word guide: "N — finish class; PAJG — after; [B]ZZ — go home.
o In the opening example, FHRPAJGEIZK . : Class ending is the reference point before
going home.
o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o PAJ5 may relate two past events too: BNV PAJG, FET L.
o Alone, PAJ5 often means in the future; after a reference event it means after that
event.

B Use the distinction

o Class ending is the reference point before going home.

e DAJ5 may relate two past events too: FMVPAJG, FZ T _E¥E. Alone, PAJG often

means in the future; after a reference event it means after that event.

B Try it with help closed
You plan to go home after class. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.

Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FIRPAGFIZK.
e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o PAJG may relate two past events too: S PAJG, FkZT L.

e Alone, PAJ5 often means in the future; after a reference event it means after that
event.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

., Jak ... (afterwards / later — past)

B A past story has a later turn

¢ You tell someone that you visited Beijing and later visited Shanghai.

e JoETIALR, BEXRET EME. — J5¥ links the later part of the past story to the

earlier visit.

B Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is ... , J§¥ ... (afterwards / later — past). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REETIE, BRET LE.

wo xian qu le Béi fing hou ldi qu le Shang hdi

Word guide: & — I; 4 — first; % — go; JtEL — Beijing; 53k — later; % — go; ¥ —
Shanghai.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, XTI, JEXRET L. : J5K links the later part
of the past story to the earlier visit.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



B Know the boundary
o For a future plan prefer #XJ5 or DAJ5.

« Later does not require immediate succession; J53€ can cover a gap whose length
the sentence leaves unspecified.

B Use the distinction

o J5G3k links the later part of the past story to the earlier visit.

 For a future plan prefer #X 5 or PAJ5. Later does not require immediate succession;
JG % can cover a gap whose length the sentence leaves unspecified.

B Try it with help closed

You tell someone that you visited Beijing and later visited Shanghai. Close the

examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in

English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one

detail and try again.

One possible response: J¢& 74U, J5H%E T L.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o For a future plan prefer #XJ5 or PAJ5.

o Later does not require immediate succession; J53¥ can cover a gap whose length
the sentence leaves unspecified.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Approximating with sequential numbers

B An estimate differs from a sum

» You did not count the visitors exactly but saw roughly five or six.
o RTHANA. — Ti/N estimates about five or six people.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Approximating with sequential numbers. Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.
o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.
X THATAN
ldi le wu liv ge rén
Word guide: 3k — come; TL7N — five or six; 4~ — (measure word); A — people.

B Read examples in context

XA TS,

zhér you shi ji ben shu

Word guide: X JL — here; H — have; +JL — ten-something; 4~ — (measure word); 3
— book.

o In the opening example, e THAIAN. : FL/N estimates about five or six people.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o Adjacent-number estimates are not addition: Fi.75 is not eleven.

o The common estimate B =~ uses #. Learn established forms instead of concate-
nating any pair of numerals.

B Use the distinction

o H.7N estimates about five or six people.

e Adjacent-number estimates are not addition: 77N is not eleven. The common
estimate W =~ uses . Learn established forms instead of concatenating any
pair of numerals.

B Try it with help closed

You did not count the visitors exactly but saw roughly five or six. Close the exam-
ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English
what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail
and try again.

One possible response: 3 7 H75 A

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o Adjacent-number estimates are not addition: F.7% is not eleven.

o The common estimate = uses Wj. Learn established forms instead of con-
catenating any pair of numerals.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Big numbers: F / 1Z

B Convert a large population by groups of four digits

e A city has ten million residents in this invented example.

o EMBHE—TFHAAN. — —TJ equals 1,000 groups of 10,000, or 10,000,000.



B Build the form

« The pattern in this lesson is Big numbers: Jj / 4Z. Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

ARG E—T A

zhé ge chéng shi you yi qian wan Tén

Word guide: X — this; 4~ — (measure word); i — city; 5 — have; —TFJ7 — ten

million; A — people.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, AT E —F HA. : —TH equals 1,000 groups of
10,000, or 10,000,000.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e J7 is 10,000 and 4Z is 100,000,000.

o —HJ7 is 1,000,000; read the multiplier and unit together instead of importing
English three-digit grouping.

B Use the distinction
o —TFJ7 equals 1,000 groups of 10,000, or 10,000,000.

e J7 is 10,000 and 4Z is 100,000,000. —F J7 is 1,000,000; read the multiplier and
unit together instead of importing English three-digit grouping.

B Try it with help closed

A city has ten million residents in this invented example. Close the examples. Say

a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: XA —T H A

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e J7 is 10,000 and 42 is 100,000,000.

e —JJ7 is 1,000,000; read the multiplier and unit together instead of importing
English three-digit grouping.

e I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Times to the minute (& ... 4)

B A meeting starts halfway through the hour
« A meeting begins at 2:30 rather than lasting for half an hour.

. %&Wﬁ{*ﬂ:ﬁﬁn — Wi A 2 names the clock time 2:30.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Times to the minute (g ... 4). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RE=RTFH5>.

xidn zai san didn shi wu fen

Word guide: BIZE — now; =& — three o’clock; +H. %) — fifteen minutes.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, @ HHEEFFIE. : W2 names the clock time 2:30.

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o 2£ after i means half past the hour.

W

o BN/ is a duration of thirty minutes; = &+ Fi4) is 3:15. Do not confuse a
clock time with elapsed time.

B Use the distinction

o A2 names the clock time 2:30.
o 2} after f5 means half past the hour. 2E4~/Ni} is a duration of thirty minutes; =

NN

B4 is 3:15. Do not confuse a clock time with elapsed time.



B Try it with help closed

A meeting begins at 2:30 rather than lasting for half an hour. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: <33 S 2ETH44 .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 2 after & means half past the hour.

o A~/ is a duration of thirty minutes; = 5 1.4 is 3:15. Do not confuse a
clock time with elapsed time.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Telling the hour (Number + &)

B Read the hour in a natural spoken form

e You tell a friend that class finishes at three o’clock.
o Z=HETHR. — =4 gives the clock hour, not the duration of class.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Telling the hour (Number + ). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

&Elﬁkﬁ‘%"
wo san dian wid ké
Word guide: 3 — I; =5 — three o’clock; it — finish class.

B Read examples in context

HEER R
xidn zas lidng dian
Word guide: FIZE — now; P& — two o’clock.

o In the opening example, =K F#R. : =4 gives the clock hour, not the duration
of class.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Use Wi as the usual spoken form for two o’clock and = fi % as a full form for
three.

o Numbers read as digits in codes are a different task from ordinary clock speech.

B Use the distinction

e — i gives the clock hour, not the duration of class.

—N

o Use W& as the usual spoken form for two o’clock and = & 4} as a full form for

three. Numbers read as digits in codes are a different task from ordinary clock
speech.

B Try it with help closed

You tell a friend that class finishes at three o’clock. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: = & ik,

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Use Wi as the usual spoken form for two o’clock and = 4} as a full form for
three.

o Numbers read as digits in codes are a different task from ordinary clock speech.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + 3 (ongoing state)

B A door remains in a state

¢ You describe a door that is standing open, without saying who opened it.
o [JHFE. — % presents the continuing open state.

B Build the form
+ The pattern in this lesson is Verb + 3 (ongoing state). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

IIEE.
mén kai zhe
Word guide: |7 — door; JF — open; # — (state).



B Read examples in context

fe e EE S

ta zuo zhe kan shu
Word guide: fili — he; A — sit; 5 — (state); FH-P — read.
« In the opening example, [JFFE. : % presents the continuing open state.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o Compare filt IEZES ], which focuses on the opening action.

o % is not restricted to still positions: % %), describes speaking while smiling.
Its neutral-tone reading zhe differs from [EZH R zhdo.

B Use the distinction

e ¥ presents the continuing open state.

o Compare il IFEZE T[], which focuses on the opening action. %5 is not restricted to
still positions: % #E i describes speaking while smiling. Its neutral-tone reading
zhe differs from HEZE 1Y zhdo.

B Try it with help closed

You describe a door that is standing open, without saying who opened it. Close the

examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in

English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one

detail and try again.

One possible response: [ 1.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Compare fii IEYEJF[], which focuses on the opening action.

e ¥ is not restricted to still positions: %354 describes speaking while smiling.
Its neutral-tone reading zhe differs from [ zhdo.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Sentence-final T (change of state)

B Hunger becomes a new situation

* You were not hungry before, but now want food.
o BT . — Final T marks hunger as a new relevant state.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Sentence-final | (change of state). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

THT.
xid yu le

Word guide: Ny — rain.

B Read examples in context

BRT

wo € le

Word guide: F, — I; i#% — hungry.

 In the opening example, IR T » : Final T marks hunger as a new relevant state.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e This | does not mean finished being hungry.

e Verb-7T marks perfective aspect in other uses; do not translate every | as a past-
tense or completed-action ending.

B Use the distinction

e Final | marks hunger as a new relevant state.

e This | does not mean finished being hungry. Verb- | marks perfective aspect in
other uses; do not translate every | as a past-tense or completed-action ending.

B Try it with help closed

You were not hungry before, but now want food. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: F/Hk 7T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o This T does not mean finished being hungry.

e Verb- T marks perfective aspect in other uses; do not translate every | as a
past-tense or completed-action ending.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.




Questions with g (and you? / where?)

B A short follow-up relies on context

o A friend says where they live and then asks about you.

o WAL LW, RIUB? - 1KIE asks where you live, borrowing the topic from the

preceding clause.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Questions with I§ (and you? / where?). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.
o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

ARG, HW?
wo hén hdo ni ne

Word guide: ¥ — I; R4 — fine; /R — you.

B Read examples in context

Ry HRNE?

wo de ydo shi ne

Word guide: 3 — my; £ — keys.

o In the opening example, TAFE_ LY, HRIB? : VRIE asks where you live, borrowing
the topic from the preceding clause.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e The same {RIE can ask about your health after FAR -

o FRMEHZIE can ask where the keys are. The noun and g do not determine the
full question without context.

B Use the distinction

o I asks where you live, borrowing the topic from the preceding clause.

o The same {RIE can ask about your health after FAR 1. FeaJ4HZLVE can ask where
the keys are. The noun and g do not determine the full question without context.

B Try it with help closed

A friend says where they live and then asks about you. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: FAELE i, RIE?

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The same g can ask about your health after F A8 4.

o FRHYEHILIE can ask where the keys are. The noun and g do not determine the
full question without context.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

W /15 / # (the three “de”)

B One pronunciation fills three different roles

e You describe a careful student’s careful reading.

o NEMEENEMETS, BERERE. 1Y modifies 224 ; #1 marks the manner

of #£; 15 introduces the quality of reading.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is §J / f& / # (the three “de”). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended

situation as well as the sentence form.

i D

wo de shu

Word guide: & — my; (1§ — (’s); 4 — book.

B Read examples in context

fBEIARRAR .

ta pao de hén kuai

Word guide: fifi — he; I — run; 15 — (degree); fR — very; it — fast.

+ In the opening example, INEHFEAEAEMTES, EAMERE. : 1Y modifies 2
H:: #f marks the manner of 52; 18 introduces the quality of reading.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



B Know the boundary
o Find the grammatical role rather than relying only on the next character.

o FRULHZSLTE contains [ before 2, because [fJ closes a noun-like phrase; the
simple before-noun rule is a beginner guide.

B Use the distinction

o [ modifies 24 ; #fi marks the manner of 52; 5 introduces the quality of reading.

o Find the grammatical role rather than relying only on the next character. Fii
HJS2 5535 contains Y before &, because [y closes a noun-like phrase; the simple
before-noun rule is a beginner guide.

B Try it with help closed

You describe a careful student’s careful reading. Close the examples. Say a Man-

darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: i\ B2 ABEMES, S RERE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Find the grammatical role rather than relying only on the next character.

o FRULHYIZ LT contains HY before &, because ) closes a noun-like phrase; the
simple before-noun rule is a beginner guide.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

EH) (some / some..., others...)

B A group contains different preferences

e Several classmates prefer tea while other classmates prefer coffee.

o BWFEEERZE, BRERMIME. — A1 divides the understood group into subsets.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is FHJ (some / some..., others...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HIIABRIR

you de rén xi huan chd
Word guide: FHJ — some; A — people; BEaX — like; 2% — tea.

B Read examples in context

%‘mﬁ’ ﬁm@ﬁu

you de gui you de pidn yi

Word guide: ] — some; i — expensive; [ — some; {#’E — cheap.

o In the opening example, K FEERI, FHRHERMME, : A1 divides the
understood group into subsets.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

« It does not give their sizes, and more than two groups are possible: HEHF, H
PR, A HIVrE k.

e Do not infer that each group is half the class.

B Use the distinction

o AR divides the understood group into subsets.

o It does not give their sizes, and more than two groups are possible: HHEHF, A
FIBIR, A RS %, Do not infer that each group is half the class.

B Try it with help closed

Several classmates prefer tea while other classmates prefer coffee. Close the exam-

ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English

what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail

and try again.

One possible response: 7 [F2=EWAT, A HIEUIHE.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o It does not give their sizes, and more than two groups are possible: FHH 15,
ARIEIR, AR K.

e Do not infer that each group is half the class.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

2 (half / and a half)

B A duration adds half an hour

e You studied for ninety minutes.
o WEIT—AE/PBF. — —42F/NI} measures one and a half hours.



B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ¥4 (half / and a half). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PAFER,
ban ge ping guo
Word guide: 2} — half; /> — (measure word); SE4: — apple.

B Read examples in context
— AN
yi ge ban xido shi
Word guide: — — one; 4~ — (measure word); 2§ — and a half; /NEf — hour.
o In the opening example, T2 T—A2%/Nif, : —42F/PE} measures one and a
half hours.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o LA/} is half an hour.

o Compare W 53, a clock time, with P4~/ M}, a duration. Keep the measure
word position: —4~2/NEF, not —2EA4N/ N

B Use the distinction

o —/~2}/ME} measures one and a half hours.
o 2kA/NE} is half an hour. Compare W &2, a clock time, with BA4~2E/NE, a
duration. Keep the measure word position: —4~22/]Nif, not —24~/ Mt

B Try it with help closed

You studied for ninety minutes. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: 27> T —42f/Nif .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 2EA~/NEt is half an hour.

o Compare 52, a clock time, with B~2/Ni}, a duration. Keep the measure

word position: —~2/NEF, not —2EAN/NE
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

PAJG vs )G vs J53k (then / after)

B A plan’s next step differs from a later story

e You first eat and then plan to study; later you describe what actually happened.
o BWEMR, RIEFET . BRBRIMNXEIT—H. — A5 gives the next step, while J5

3¢ introduces the later part of the account.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is PAJF vs 2RJG vs JEE (then / after). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

SR, RIGHENR.
xian chi fan ran hou shui jido
Word guide: 4 — first; 2R — eat; #XJ5 — then; HEST — sleep.

B Read examples in context

JERBAIBS

hou ldi wo men méi qu

Word guide: J53€ — later; F{] — we; % — not; % — go.

« In the opening example, SBlzR, RIG¥T . BRBMNINEI T —R. : A5 gives
the next step, while J53€ introduces the later part of the account.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e PLJ5 can follow a reference event: FZRDAJG=2£>].

o A future plan does not normally use J53 to mean next; choose from temporal
relationship, not the shared English word then.

B Use the distinction
o SRJ5 gives the next step, while J53 introduces the later part of the account.

o PAJ5 can follow a reference event: FZ1PAJG2#>J. A future plan does not normally
use Ji73€ to mean next; choose from temporal relationship, not the shared English
word then.



B Try it with help closed

You first eat and then plan to study; later you describe what actually happened.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain
briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then
change one detail and try again.

One possible response: JGlZMR, A2~ JFERIBATINE S T —H.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o PLJ5 can follow a reference event: WM PAJG2£>.

o A future plan does not normally use 53 to mean next; choose from temporal
relationship, not the shared English word then.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Sentence patterns (3 & #%)
HSK 3

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

— . /& ... N/ & (not even one)

B A complete zero differs from a small number

e You opened the room and found no one inside.

o —/MAWEH. — The — .. A frame emphasises zero people.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is — ... # / & ... & / B (not even one). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

—PMABEH
yi ge Tén ye méi you
Word guide: — — one; /> — (measure word); A — person; #5 — even; %4 — there isn’t.

B Read examples in context

R—REARE.

wo yi didn yé bu léi

Word guide: 3 — I; — & — a bit; 4, — even; A — not; 2 — tired.

« In the opening example, — N AMEEH . : The — .. W% A frame emphasises zero
people.

e Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o Compare HH—4> A\, which is one person rather than zero.

o In —HtAZ, the frame negates any degree of tiredness; keep the negative word
in the construction.

B Use the distinction

o The — .. 7% frame emphasises zero people.
o Compare HF— A, which is one person rather than zero. In —&t A ZE, the
frame negates any degree of tiredness; keep the negative word in the construction.



B Try it with help closed

You opened the room and found no one inside. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: — P A% AH .
e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o Compare HA—~ A\, which is one person rather than zero.

o In —H W AEZE, the frame negates any degree of tiredness; keep the negative word
in the construction.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

&, ... @ ... (the more ..., the more ...)

B One changing quantity is linked to another

o A larger group needs more chairs.

. A\BZ, BENBTEZL. — The number of chairs needed rises with the number
of people.
B Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is #& ... #& ... (the more ..., the more ...
in the original interlinear examples below.

). Locate it

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RBEBES
wo yue wiang yue sheng qi
Word guide: & — I; # — the more; £ — think; # — the more; 425, — angry.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, A%, BEMNFZL . : The number of chairs needed
rises with the number of people.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o iHE .. U .. expresses a linked change, not necessarily a scientific causal proof.

o HUEEE#KLT links lower price with greater preference, so both numerical quantities
need not rise.

B Use the distinction
e The number of chairs needed rises with the number of people.

o il .. .. expresses a linked change, not necessarily a scientific causal proof. F#&f#
BBl links lower price with greater preference, so both numerical quantities need
not rise.

B Try it with help closed

A larger group needs more chairs. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: A#k%, FELHTHZ.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o B .. #K .. expresses a linked change, not necessarily a scientific causal proof.

o HUHE M links lower price with greater preference, so both numerical quanti-
ties need not rise.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

# sentences (do something to the object)

B A book is moved to a known place

e You put a particular book on the table.

- BRIEBBAEERFLE. — fE introduces the affected book before the action and its
location.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is #8 sentences (do something to the object).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RILFHERT L.

wo bd shu fang zai zhuo zi shang

Word guide: & — I; #8 — (#); 45 — book; jit — put; #£ — on; H-F — table; |~ — on top.
B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, BRICFHAESRF.E. : & introduces the affected book

before the action and its location.

e Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



B Know the boundary

e An ordinary ! construction needs an appropriately elaborated verb phrase, not

merely -k
o Put negation or an auxiliary before ff8: F & EE. The book should be
identifiable in context.

B Use the distinction
o }E introduces the affected book before the action and its location.

e An ordinary ! construction needs an appropriately elaborated verb phrase, not
merely #145%. Put negation or an auxiliary before $f1: F %52 E. The book
should be identifiable in context.

B Try it with help closed

You put a particular book on the table. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: AL FER T 1.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o An ordinary # construction needs an appropriately elaborated verb phrase, not

merely 857k
o Put negation or an auxiliary before ff!: &4 4. The book should be
identifiable in context.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

# sentences (the passive)

B A passive names the affected item

» Someone took the book away, and you describe what happened to the book.
o BHBEFET . - The book receives the action, while fth names the doer.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is # sentences (the passive). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

et T .
shu bei ta nd zou le

Word guide: 45 — book; #f — by; fii — him; £ — take away.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, FEMEFE T . : The book receives the action, while il
names the doer.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o P¥iEE T omits the doer when unnecessary or unknown.

o #% is not limited to bad outcomes: L H P\ K is a positive example. Use a
complete verb phrase for the intended event.

B Use the distinction
» The book receives the action, while fth names the doer.

o Py gE T omits the doer when unnecessary or unknown. #¥ is not limited to
bad outcomes: fHETEHBAIK: is a positive example. Use a complete verb phrase
for the intended event.

B Try it with help closed

Someone took the book away, and you describe what happened to the book. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change
one detail and try again.

One possible response: Fi#fthgzE 7T .
e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o P& 5E T omits the doer when unnecessary or unknown.

o #% is not limited to bad outcomes: g HPAI is a positive example. Use a
complete verb phrase for the intended event.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Place + Verb + 3 + Noun (existential)

B Describe a room from its location

e A painting hangs on the wall, and you tell someone what is there.
o B F3HE—IEE . — The place comes first and introduces the painting found there.



B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is Place + Verb + 3 + Noun (existential). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.
3% FHE—IEE .
qiang shang gud zhe yi fu hua
Word guide: 5% — wall; [+ — on; $# — hang; 3 — (state); — — a; Il — (measure word);
[H] — painting.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, 3% F3#E —I&HEH. : The place comes first and introduces
the painting found there.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o This is an existential description.

o —IEHEFELERE [ is also grammatical and starts with the known painting instead.
Do not reject the second order merely because this lesson teaches place-first pre-
sentation.

B Use the distinction

o The place comes first and introduces the painting found there.

o This is an existential description. —EH#:7FERE - is also grammatical and starts
with the known painting instead. Do not reject the second order merely because
this lesson teaches place-first presentation.

B Try it with help closed

A painting hangs on the wall, and you tell someone what is there. Close the exam-

ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English

what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail
and try again.

One possible response: 5% ' &5 —IFH .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This is an existential description.

o —IEMFAERS I is also grammatical and starts with the known painting instead.
Do not reject the second order merely because this lesson teaches place-first
presentation.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

# + QW + Bl + QW (whatever you like)

B A choice can be carried into an action

o A friend lets you pick any available dish.

o RAEIZAT é\ﬁn‘zﬁ 2. — The repeated f{+4 makes the action follow your choice
of food.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 8 + QW + g + QW (whatever you like).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PARIZAH A RIEAT 4

ni xidng chi shén me jiu chi shén me

Word guide: 48 — you; 8 — want; 17 — eat; {f4 — what; 5 — then; IZ — eat; {4 —
what.

B Read examples in context

 In the opening example, R IZATABIZATA -

action follow your choice of food.

: The repeated {4 makes the

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



B Know the boundary

o Match the repeated question word: A5 )Lt 2= JL.

o Freedom remains subject to the real situation; the grammar does not create food
that is unavailable or remove rules mentioned elsewhere.

B Use the distinction

o The repeated {4 makes the action follow your choice of food.

o Match the repeated question word: FHZEWF JLitZMF JL.. Freedom remains subject
to the real situation; the grammar does not create food that is unavailable or
remove rules mentioned elsewhere.

B Try it with help closed

A friend lets you pick any available dish. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: {REENZH24 5074 -

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Match the repeated question word: AHZ:HF )Lyt 2 8F L.

¢ Freedom remains subject to the real situation; the grammar does not create food
that is unavailable or remove rules mentioned elsewhere.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Question Word + #f (every / all)

B Negation changes a whole-set claim

o Everyone in the relevant group knows the answer.
o YEEPANE. — HEHD covers every person in the understood group.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Question Word + #B (every / all). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.
e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

YEERAITE .
shéi dou zhi dao
Word guide: # — who; & — all; i — know.

B Read examples in context

R AHAEZ.

wo shén me dou bu xidng chi

Word guide: 3 — I; {4 — anything; & — all; AN — not; 1 — want; Iz — eat.

o In the opening example, YEHPBHITE .
group.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

: #EHR covers every person in the understood

B Know the boundary

o YEHERAHIE negates knowing for everyone and means nobody knows.
o AR 4ERHIE means not knowing everything: the negative’s position changes
the scope.

B Use the distinction
o UEHR covers every person in the understood group.

o YEERAHIE negates knowing for everyone and means nobody knows. AN tA%D
HIiE means not knowing everything; the negative’s position changes the scope.

B Try it with help closed

Everyone in the relevant group knows the answer. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: #E#HIE .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o YEHERANHIIE negates knowing for everyone and means nobody knows.

o NEA4HRFIE means not knowing everything; the negative’s position changes
the scope.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Question words as “some- / any-"

B An indefinite choice is deliberately unnamed

e You feel hungry but have not chosen a specific food.
o BRBIZEMHA. — 14 leaves the food unspecified: something to eat.



B Build the form

« The pattern in this lesson is Question words as “some- / any-". Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

R R4

wo xidng chi didan shén me

Word guide: F — I; 48 — want; Iz — eat; ;5 — a bit; {4 — something.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, Iz A4 . : T4 leaves the food unspecified: some-
thing to eat.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o Context and sentence form decide whether a question word asks a question or is
indefinite.

o FAHIE L FENZ 24 is an embedded question, not automatically a statement that
he wants any food.

B Use the distinction

o 14 leaves the food unspecified: something to eat.

o Context and sentence form decide whether a question word asks a question or is
indefinite. FASHIE 1714 is an embedded question, not automatically a
statement that he wants any food.

B Try it with help closed

You feel hungry but have not chosen a specific food. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: ANz S+ 4.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Context and sentence form decide whether a question word asks a question or is
indefinite.

o FRAHIEAMELNZ A2 is an embedded question, not automatically a statement
that he wants any food.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

37T (in order to / for the sake of)

B A purpose need not have been achieved

e A person runs regularly to improve health.

o TR, M8 REHE. — T names health as the purpose of running.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is 2§77 (in order to / for the sake of). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HTRE, hERES.
wéi le jian kang ta meéi tian pdo bu

Word guide: 25T — in order to; {8 — health; fii — he; &K — every day; 34 — run.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, ST 1R, B REH. : & T names health as the

purpose of running.
o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o fidBF RN T{EEFR T i also places the purpose after the subject.

o A purpose is a goal, not evidence that it has been achieved; [} explains a cause
instead.

B Use the distinction

e T names health as the purpose of running.
o fiBE R T AR M KA also places the purpose after the subject. A purpose is a

goal, not evidence that it has been achieved; [ A explains a cause instead.



B Try it with help closed

A person runs regularly to improve health. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: 5 T {8, @tﬁf?@*}:

« My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o fhAFR N T AR U also places the purpose after the subject.

o A purpose is a goal, not evidence that it has been achieved; [F°/ explains a cause
instead.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Conjunctions & conditions
HSK 3

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

A 5i# B (or — in statements)

B A statement offers two acceptable drinks

* You say either tea or coffee is acceptable.

o e EMMERAT. — B presents alternatives in a statement.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is A B3 B (or — in statements). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RIEZREE I
wo he chd huo zhé ka fei

Word guide: 3 — I; Mg — drink; Z% — tea; 8{3F — or; MIME — coffee.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, ZREEMIMEERTT. : B{# presents alternatives in a state-
ment.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

« For a direct alternative question use if4&: YRIEZSIAZMIME? .

« A yes-or-no question can contain B{ 3, as in Z5E{FIIMEEL T DA ? ; questions are
not all the same type.

B Use the distinction

o H{# presents alternatives in a statement.

« For a direct alternative question use A 2: 1RMSZSIEZMIME? . A yes-or-no question
can contain B, as in Z5a{F MIMEER AT PAFL? ; questions are not all the same type.



B Try it with help closed

You say either tea or coffee is acceptable. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: 755 & MIMEERFT .
e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
 For a direct alternative question use if42&: VRIEGZSIASZMIHE? .

o A yes-or-no question can contain B{Z, as in Z55{Z MIMEER AT PAIG? ; questions
are not all the same type.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

FA ... (then / in that case)

B A reply follows a new piece of information

o A friend says everything is ready, so you suggest leaving.

« IABAER. - T4

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is IB-A
original interlinear examples below.

introduces a response based on what was just said.

. (then / in that case). Locate it in the

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

AABRAIEM .

na me wo men zou ba

Word guide: #54 — then; AT — we; & — go.

B Read examples in context

 In the opening example, FFAFRATEM,

what was just said.

2. introduces a response based on

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o This use means in that case, not degree as in A4 5.

o It does not itself indicate an exact future time; AFFATEN is a common shorter
reply.

B Use the distinction
o B4 introduces a response based on what was just said.

 This use means in that case, not degree as in A 5. It does not itself indicate an
exact future time; ABFLATENM is a common shorter reply.

B Try it with help closed

A friend says everything is ready, so you suggest leaving. Close the examples. Say

a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: A4 FHATEN.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

« This use means in that case, not degree as in H 4 /5.

o It does not itself indicate an exact future time; AFFATENE is a common shorter
reply.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

BB + Person 4+ Verb (with someone)

B A conversation has a partner
¢ You talk with a friend rather than talk only about the friend.

- REAEHIR.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is J8 + Person + Verb (with someone). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

— IR /& identifies the conversation partner.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REBPARIIR .
wo gen péng you lido tian

Word guide: F — I; i} — with; Ji & — friends; B K — chat.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, FREBAHABIR .

ner.

: IR/ identifies the conversation part-

¢ Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.



B Know the boundary

o ETHAANIES means a topic about friends.
o JR in this use can often be replaced by #ll; another ¥R in §f % il £ means follow
him, a different construction.

B Use the distinction

o IR/ identifies the conversation partner.

o KT HAANYIES means a topic about friends. ¥} in this use can often be replaced
by #; another J§ in JRZFE il means follow him, a different construction.

B Try it with help closed

You talk with a friend rather than talk only about the friend. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: FiR A1 A BIK .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o KT IAANILE B means a topic about friends.
o JR in this use can often be replaced by fil; another §§ in % fthE means follow
him, a different construction.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

A #R B? (or — in questions)

B A direct choice question asks for an option

* You ask a guest which of two drinks they prefer.
o RIBZERWIME? — 3£ 2 connects the alternatives the guest should choose between.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is A ¥ B? (or — in questions). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PRUE AL R M ?
ni he chd hdi shi ka fei
Word guide: 4R — you; Mg — drink; 2% — tea; ifis2 — or; MIME — coffee.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, YRIGZEIDEMIHE? -

guest should choose between.

A +2 connects the alternatives the

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o This is an alternative question, so no final & is needed in the basic frame.

o A2 also means still or had better in other uses; punctuation alone cannot deter-
mine every meaning.

B Use the distinction
o iAJE connects the alternatives the guest should choose between.

« This is an alternative question, so no final "% is needed in the basic frame. it
also means still or had better in other uses; punctuation alone cannot determine
every meaning.

B Try it with help closed

You ask a guest which of two drinks they prefer. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: {RIEZTIAZMIHE?

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This is an alternative question, so no final 1% is needed in the basic frame.

e A2 also means still or had better in other uses; punctuation alone cannot
determine every meaning.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

*F + Topic (about / regarding)

B A topic phrase can describe a book

e You identify a book whose subject is Chinese history.

o XR—ABXTHEHEENHE. — XTHFESL describes what the book is about.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is & F + Topic (about / regarding). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.



RTXMHE, RAMIE.

gquan yu zhe jian shi wo bu zhi dao

Word guide: #F — about; X — this; {4 — (measure word); Z — matter; 3§
not; i — know.

B -

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, XE—AXTFHEFH KT, : T HEFH describes
what the book is about.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e XF can introduce a sentence topic or appear inside a noun modifier with fJ.

« It is not restricted to sentence-initial position. Identify the noun or clause whose
topic it supplies.

B Use the distinction

o XTFHE s describes what the book is about.

e XTF can introduce a sentence topic or appear inside a noun modifier with . It is
not restricted to sentence-initial position. Identify the noun or clause whose topic
it supplies.

B Try it with help closed

You identify a book whose subject is Chinese history. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: X2—7< &1 /1 E 15 .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e XT can introduce a sentence topic or appear inside a noun modifier with FJ.

o It is not restricted to sentence-initial position. Identify the noun or clause whose
topic it supplies.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

HE .,

B A late understanding begins at a boundary

. 7' ... (all the way until)

o An explanation becomes clear to you only now.

. HIWME, RAWHH. — HF gives the boundary and 74 emphasises that under-

standing did not occur earlier.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is B3| ... , ... A ... (all the way until). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.
¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HIPE, RAWH.
zhi dao xian zai wo cdi ming basi
Word guide: B #| — until; }L¥E — now; 3 — I; 4 — only then; BJ§ — understand.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, HB|HFE, BAWH. : HF| gives the boundary and A
emphasises that understanding did not occur earlier.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o H3| can also mark a continuing action’s endpoint without A FA]—E ZE3] 1 5.
o Avoid adding 7 mechanically when there is no delayed onset to emphasise.

B Use the distinction
o H#| gives the boundary and 4 emphasises that understanding did not occur
earlier.

e HF| can also mark a continuing action’s endpoint without 7#: A1 —H 23|+
. Avoid adding 7 mechanically when there is no delayed onset to emphasise.

B Try it with help closed

An explanation becomes clear to you only now. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: F2|YE, FAHE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o H3#| can also mark a continuing action’s endpoint without 4 FA1—H%EH|+

=

N

o Avoid adding 7" mechanically when there is no delayed onset to emphasise.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.




M| + Direction / Person + Verb (towards)

B An apology has a recipient

» You apologise to a friend rather than travel toward the friend.
o BiEHEK. — 17tk identifies the person to whom the apology is directed.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is i + Direction / Person + Verb (towards).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

8] Zc% .

xidng zuo zhudn

Word guide: [1] — towards; = — left; 5 — turn.

B Read examples in context

BN mfbES .

wo men ziang ta Tué i

Word guide: FA] — we; [1] — towards; fifi — him; %> — learn.

+ In the opening example, F[AfLERK. : [711th identifies the person to whom the
apology is directed.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o 1] works with physical directions and abstract targets.

o [Afth2#>] names a model to learn from; it does not mean physically walking toward
him.

B Use the distinction

o [ffih identifies the person to whom the apology is directed.

o 1] works with physical directions and abstract targets. [afi2%>] names a model
to learn from; it does not mean physically walking toward him.

B Try it with help closed

You apologise to a friend rather than travel toward the friend. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: [m]ftliE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o ] works with physical directions and abstract targets.

o [Afth2#>] names a model to learn from; it does not mean physically walking

toward him.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

HE .., B .. (as long as)

A sufficient condition permits entry

e A venue says a valid ticket is enough to enter.
o HEET miE#EE. — The rule presents having a ticket as sufficient for entry.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is HE ... , B ... (as long as). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REZ Ty, BReBEI.

zhi yao na It jiu néng chéng gong

Word guide: HZE — as long as; %% J7 — work hard; B — then; §8 — can; i{Z}) — succeed.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, HEAE, #fBi#EZE. : The rule presents having a ticket
as sufficient for entry.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o The statement claims sufficiency within the stated rule; it does not assert that
nobody can enter by any other authorised method.

o Contrast HFHZE, AfEdtZ, which makes a ticket necessary.



B Use the distinction
e The rule presents having a ticket as sufficient for entry.

o The statement claims sufficiency within the stated rule; it does not assert that
nobody can enter by any other authorised method. Contrast R HEE, A HEH
7, which makes a ticket necessary.

B Try it with help closed

A venue says a valid ticket is enough to enter. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: HZAZ sifEdZE.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The statement claims sufficiency within the stated rule; it does not assert that
nobody can enter by any other authorised method.

o Contrast A A, A HEdEZ, which makes a ticket necessary.

e I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

., A ... (only then / only after)

B A required action comes before access

e You must finish registration before using an account.

o SEREMN, AEEMEAMKS. — Registration is presented as a required condition

before use.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is ... , 7 .. (only then / only after). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

W&, 7 BB .
ni na li cdi néng chéng gong
Word guide: & — you; %% J7 — work hard; 7 — only then; §& — can; )] — succeed.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, 523N, A BEHEHKS-. : Registration is presented as
a required condition before use.
o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The requirement does not promise that registration alone solves every obstacle.

e An account could still need approval; distinguish necessary conditions from suffi-
cient ones.

B Use the distinction

o Registration is presented as a required condition before use.

¢ The requirement does not promise that registration alone solves every obstacle. An
account could still need approval; distinguish necessary conditions from sufficient
ones.

B Try it with help closed

You must finish registration before using an account. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: 528N, A GEf K5,

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The requirement does not promise that registration alone solves every obstacle.

e An account could still need approval; distinguish necessary conditions from suf-
ficient ones.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

HE ..., 4 .. (only if)

B A necessary condition is not a complete recipe

e A venue permits entry only to people with tickets.
o HEEE, Afi#E. — Having a ticket is presented as necessary for entry.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is R ... , A .. (only if). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RE%N, A8,

zhi you nu [0 cdi néng chéng gong

Word guide: HF — only if; %7 — work hard; 7" — only then;
succeed.

fig — can; AT -



B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, R GEE, A g, : Having a ticket is presented as
necessary for entry.

» Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o The rule need not say that a ticket alone is sufficient; identity checks may also be
required.
o HIUHE  mifeiEZ instead presents a ticket as enough under that stated rule.

B Use the distinction
» Having a ticket is presented as necessary for entry.

o The rule need not say that a ticket alone is sufficient; identity checks may also
be required. HEEAE #ifE#t 4 instead presents a ticket as enough under that
stated rule.

B Try it with help closed

A venue permits entry only to people with tickets. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: HEHZ, A HEdZE.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The rule need not say that a ticket alone is sufficient; identity checks may also
be required.

o HIBAE mifEidtZ instead presents a ticket as enough under that stated rule.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

BT ... # / B (except / besides)

B An exception differs from an addition

o All classmates arrived except one, and a multilingual student speaks English as
well as Chinese.

o BT, KRFEHET. BT, WHEKF L. — #S helps mark the exception;
i helps mark the additional skill.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is 7T ... # / ¥ (except / besides). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BT, REHRKT .
chi le ta da jia dou ldi le

Word guide: [T — except; fit — him; KZ — everyone; & — all; 3 — come.

B Read examples in context

BRTHI, MRadEI.

chii le Zhong wén ta hdi hui Ying wén

Word guide: [& 7T — besides; 13 — Chinese; fifi — he; if — also; £ — can; LI —

English.

« In the opening example, BT M, KFERT . BT H3C, WIEKIEIL. : # helps
mark the exception; it helps mark the additional skill.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
¢ Read the whole predicate and context instead of treating a single partner word as
an infallible switch.

e The first sentence excludes him from the arrival claim; the second includes both
skills.

B Use the distinction
» #F helps mark the exception; i helps mark the additional skill.

¢ Read the whole predicate and context instead of treating a single partner word as
an infallible switch. The first sentence excludes him from the arrival claim; the
second includes both skills.



B Try it with help closed

All classmates arrived except one, and a multilingual student speaks English as well
as Chinese. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.
Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: [i§ Tfil, KFEHFKT. BT HX, HASHE L,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Read the whole predicate and context instead of treating a single partner word
as an infallible switch.

e The first sentence excludes him from the arrival claim; the second includes both
skills.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

R ... B (if ..

B An invitation depends on free time

o A friend invites you to come if you are available.

o WISRARHMTE, BURME. — 3 closes the stated condition before the invitation.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ZUR ... B3F (if ...). Locate it in the original interlinear
examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WRA IR E, BORIE.
T guo you shi jian de hua jiu ldi ba

Word guide: 15 — if; /5 — have; Bf[a] — time; [{J3E — (if); 5 — then; 3k — come.

B Read examples in context

o« In the opening example, THRA B B K E, BEE., :

condition before the invitation.

M5 closes the stated

» Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o WIHARE], HRIE is also natural.

o [#J3f is optional in this frame; it does not guarantee a polite tone regardless of the
rest of the sentence.

B Use the distinction

o [1J3% closes the stated condition before the invitation.
o WIRARE, FLKIME is also natural. (13 is optional in this frame; it does not
guarantee a polite tone regardless of the rest of the sentence.

B Try it with help closed

A friend invites you to come if you are available. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: WA A )E, HiRIE.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o WIHEWHE, ST is also natural.

o 3% is optional in this frame; it does not guarantee a polite tone regardless of
the rest of the sentence.

o I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

R .., ¥ ... (if ..., then ..)

B A backup plan depends on rain

e The group plans not to go outside if it rains.

o WIRTMW, BAIBEAZE. - Rain is the condition; not going is the planned conse-

quence.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is FNH ... , Bk ... (if ..., then ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

¢ Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

ﬁu%k[:ﬁ‘iy ﬁxf‘n
i quo Tia YU jiv bu qu

Word guide: #IH# — if; NI — rain; 5 — then; AN — not; % — go.



B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, MR TR, BATBEAZ. : Rain is the condition; not going
is the planned consequence.

» Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o MR TW, FATAZE is also possible.
o 4 often makes the condition-result link explicit, but is not compulsory in every 4f
5 sentence. No rain has been asserted yet.

B Use the distinction

o Rain is the condition; not going is the planned consequence.

o MR TN, FAMIAZE is also possible. [ often makes the condition-result link
explicit, but is not compulsory in every {15 sentence. No rain has been asserted
yet.

B Try it with help closed

The group plans not to go outside if it rains. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: U1 R, a’ﬁaﬂ]&jﬂ%

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o MR TN, FAIAZ is also possible.

o 3l often makes the condition-result link explicit, but is not compulsory in every
15 sentence. No rain has been asserted yet.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

AME ..., TWH

B Two points can concern different people

. (not only ... but also)

» You describe a household in which both siblings can speak Chinese.

« MEFFFFSPIC, TAKKES

the brother’s.

— The second clause adds the sister’s ability to

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is AH ... , T H. ...
in the original interlinear examples below.

(not only ... but also). Locate it
e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XAEAMERE, WHIFZ.

zhé ge cdai bu dan pidn yz' ér qi€ hdao chi
Word guide: X — this; 4~ — (measure word); 3¢
M H. — but also; -7 — tasty.

— dish; A~H — not only; f#H — cheap;

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, MEFHFLHIC, TWHHEKKEL.
adds the sister’s ability to the brother’s.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

: The second clause

B Know the boundary
o Place A H before the first subject when the subjects differ.

o With a shared subject, i AHEH 3L, f H43L 3 is natural. The frame need not
always describe only one subject.

B Use the distinction

e The second clause adds the sister’s ability to the brother’s.

o Place A H before the first subject when the subjects differ. With a shared subject,
fAE S, 1 H 2923 is natural. The frame need not always describe only
one subject.

B Try it with help closed

You describe a household in which both siblings can speak Chinese. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: NMHEFEFSH I, M HEFEH 2.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o Place AMH before the first subject when the subjects differ.
o With a shared subject, fliAN{HS 3, 1 H4 ¥ is natural. The frame need

not always describe only one subject.
e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.




HR vs BF (or: question vs statement)

B An embedded question still asks for a choice

» You do not know which drink a guest prefers.

o BAHEAIEZARIMMEE, — 182 keeps the alternative choice inside the statement

of uncertainty.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is & vs B (or: question vs statement). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

AP ST S
ni he chd hdi shi ka fei
Word guide: 4R — you; Mg — drink; Z% — tea; ifis2 — or; MIME — coffee.

B Read examples in context

FRECEMHERRAT -

chd huo zhé ka fei dou zing

Word guide: %% — tea; 8{# — or; IIME — coffee; H — both; T — fine.

« In the opening example, RAHEMBIGZEBZMIME, : 2 keeps the alternative
choice inside the statement of uncertainty.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Compare Z58{F MMHEERFT, a statement offering acceptable options.

e Choose if42 for an alternative question, including an embedded one, rather than
using the whole sentence’s final punctuation alone.

B Use the distinction
o A7 keeps the alternative choice inside the statement of uncertainty.

o Compare Z55F MIMEERFT, a statement offering acceptable options. Choose if
J& for an alternative question, including an embedded one, rather than using the
whole sentence’s final punctuation alone.

B Try it with help closed

You do not know which drink a guest prefers. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: P& H18E & 358 2 M .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Compare Z5a{F MIMHEERST, a statement offering acceptable options.

o Choose £/ for an alternative question, including an embedded one, rather than
using the whole sentence’s final punctuation alone.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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