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Describing & degree
HSK 3

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Adjective + T (extremely)

B A trip receives an enthusiastic review

o A friend asks whether you enjoyed the holiday.
o XKIRATEERR T ! — The speaker gives a very strong positive evaluation.

B Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is Adjective + & (extremely). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XAERFHRT .
zhé ge zhi yi hdo ji le
Word guide: iX4~ — this; £& — idea; I — good; T — extremely.

B Read examples in context

ANBET R T !

na ge nan hdi tao yan ji le

Word guide: HEA~ — that; B % — boy; 5}JK — annoying; 4 T — extremely.

o In the opening example, XWKITEHR T ! : The speaker gives a very strong
positive evaluation.

« Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o 1% 7T follows an appropriate descriptive word and includes T as part of this frame.

o It can describe unpleasant feelings too, but not every adjective has a natural #z T
combination.

B Use the distinction
o The speaker gives a very strong positive evaluation.

e 7T follows an appropriate descriptive word and includes T as part of this frame.
It can describe unpleasant feelings too, but not every adjective has a natural #¢ T
combination.
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B Try it with help closed

A friend asks whether you enjoyed the holiday. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: XK jcf T 1!

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o ¢ T follows an appropriate descriptive word and includes T as part of this
frame.

o It can describe unpleasant feelings too, but not every adjective has a natural £}
T combination.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Doubling adjectives (AA / AABB)

B A room is ready for a guest

e You describe a room that has been thoroughly tidied.
o FBETT4%5E 5. — The repeated adjective gives a vivid description of the clean

room.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Doubling adjectives (AA / AABB). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FEEHIREE K .
bao bao de yan jing da da de
Word guide: F5 — the baby; AR — eyes; KA — big and round.

B Read examples in context

PAHETF AR I &

wo widng shu shu fu fi de ting zai sha fa shang

Word guide: & — I; #H — want to; §FETARMK — comfortably; Hi§ — lie; ¥£ — on; Vb & I

— the sofa.

o In the opening example, FETTHEE . : The repeated adjective gives a vivid
description of the clean room.

» Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

e %t can become T T+, but this is a lexical pattern, not a rule for every
two-character adjective.

e FHH can use F Y rather than AABB. Learn attested forms.

B Use the distinction

o The repeated adjective gives a vivid description of the clean room.

e T can become T4, but this is a lexical pattern, not a rule for every two-
character adjective. 25 [ can use 25425 [ rather than AABB. Learn attested
forms.

B Try it with help closed

You describe a room that has been thoroughly tidied. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: J&a] T T#HHFT

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o T-#+ can become T T4+, but this is a lexical pattern, not a rule for every
two-character adjective.

e FHH can use FHHZH [ rather than AABB. Learn attested forms.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Adjective + #i + Verb (making an adverb)

B A teacher reads with care

o A teacher examines an essay carefully rather than rushing through it.

o ZIMAEME TIRIAIES., — IAEH describes how the teacher read the essay.

® Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Adjective + # + Verb (making an adverb).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REREMHK T .

ta gao xing de xiao le
Word guide: ftfi — he; 52% — happy; % — smiled.
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B Read examples in context

ZITAEHE T REE

lao shi rén zhen de kan le wo de zuo wén

Word guide: ZZIifi — the teacher; JAE — careful; & — read; ki) — my; fEC — essay.

 In the opening example, ZITINEHE TREIVESL. : IAEH describes how the
teacher read the essay.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The manner phrase comes before .

o Compare A B £, where [1] describes the teacher, and ZIJiH SR INE, where
15 introduces an assessment of the reading.

B Use the distinction

o AEH describes how the teacher read the essay.

o The manner phrase comes before &. Compare TA ELHJZ i, where 1) describes the
teacher, and ZITHEISRINE, where 15 introduces an assessment of the reading.

B Try it with help closed

A teacher examines an essay carefully rather than rushing through it. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: ZJfiiABEHE TFHR/EL.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o The manner phrase comes before 7.

o Compare A\ B ZIifi, where [ describes the teacher, and ZIfiH SR INE,

where 15 introduces an assessment of the reading.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

X4 / B4 + Adjective (so ...)

B A coat’s price surprises a buyer

e You look at a coat’s price and find it much higher than expected.
o XEKIREBAXALH? — The buyer reacts to the surprisingly high price.
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® Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is X4 / A + Adjective (so ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HSRELAXALRT
Jin tian zén me zhé me léng
Word guide: 4K — today; /E-4 — how come; X4 — so; ¥ — cold.

B Read examples in context

IR ABEHR, —E RS 3.

ni nda me cong ming yi ding néng cai dao

Word guide: i — you; #F4 — so; BRHH — clever; , — & — surely; 8 — can; 53| —

guess it.

o In the opening example, XK EAXAH? : The buyer reacts to the surpris-
ingly high price.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e X often points to a degree currently in focus.

o HB4 can refer to a degree already mentioned; the distinction is not a literal distance
measurement for every use.

B Use the distinction

o The buyer reacts to the surprisingly high price.

e X often points to a degree currently in focus. H4 can refer to a degree already
mentioned; the distinction is not a literal distance measurement for every use.

HSK 3 ¢ 1 Describing & degree @



B Try it with help closed

You look at a coat’s price and find it much higher than expected. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: XA IR E AKX AT

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e X2 often points to a degree currently in focus.

o AF 4 can refer to a degree already mentioned; the distinction is not a literal
distance measurement for every use.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

A BB / 1 B —# (the same as)

B Compare the size of two homes

e Two homes have the same size, but their colours and locations differ.
o REBWRF—FEK. — The comparison asserts equality of size.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is A Bg / il B —# (the same as). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WRBBRE—HEK.
ni jia gen wo jia yi yang da
Word guide: #RZ — your home; §§ — as; F&FE — my home; —Ff — the same; K — big.

B Read examples in context

ERHRSA_ LA —H.

Béi jing de tian qi hé Shang hdi bu yi yang

Word guide: b5 — Beijing; K<, — weather; #ll — and; [ # — Shanghai; AN — not; —

FE — the same.

o In the opening example, REIBIFE —HEK. : The comparison asserts equality of
size.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o —FE K names the compared property.
o It does not claim that the homes are identical in every feature. F¥ and FI both
work in this comparison.

B Use the distinction

o The comparison asserts equality of size.
o —Ff£K names the compared property. It does not claim that the homes are identical
in every feature. 8 and #1 both work in this comparison.

B Try it with help closed

Two homes have the same size, but their colours and locations differ. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: {RFEIRFKFE—FEK.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o —F£K names the compared property.

o It does not claim that the homes are identical in every feature. FR and F both
work in this comparison.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

X ... X .. (both ... and ...)
B A product has a benefit and a drawback

» A phone is expensive, but useful and attractive.
o XFPFHNLHNEFH. — The speaker combines two qualities of the same phone.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is X ... X ... (both ... and ...). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XAEF XK.
zhé ge fang zi you da you liang
Word guide: X~ — this; 5 — house; ¥ — both; K — big; ¥ — and; % — bright.
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B Read examples in context

12X L FRy e S 5% SUXENS o

zhe li de ka fei you gui you ndn he

Word guide: X B — here; IfIHE — coffee; ¥ — both; % — expensive; ¥ — and; YN —

bad-tasting.

« In the opening example, XEFHLXH XIFH . : The speaker combines two qual-
ities of the same phone.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e X .. X .. often groups similarly valued qualities, but mixed evaluations such as
N5t X are possible.

o It can also link actions, as in X 18 X #k; use —3iZl .. —i .. when ongoing simul-
taneity is the focus.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker combines two qualities of the same phone.

o X .. X .. often groups similarly valued qualities, but mixed evaluations such as
N 5t N Hf-H] are possible. It can also link actions, as in XM X #k; use —if1 .. —il1
.. when ongoing simultaneity is the focus.

B Try it with help closed

A phone is expensive, but useful and attractive. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: XL 5 I .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o M .. X ..often groups similarly valued qualities, but mixed evaluations such as
N5t XU are possible.

o It can also link actions, as in X I Y #k; use —i .. —3ill .. when ongoing
simultaneity is the focus.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Subject + HI + Adjective (fairly, rather)

B Choose a relatively easy question

o Compared with the other questions, this one seems fairly easy.
o XAEBHE M., — LI gives a relative or qualified evaluation of simplicity.

B Build the form
o+ The pattern in this lesson is Subject + H¥ + Adjective (fairly, rather).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XA R HE B TR B
zhe ge wen ti bi jiao jian dan
Word guide: X~ — this; A/ — question; ¢ — fairly; fijEa — simple.

B Read examples in context

R E KA.

wo bt jiago xi huan zuo di tié

Word guide: F — I; Fb# — rather; B ¥K — prefer; Ak — taking; #i4k — the subway.

« In the opening example, XA EBHB R B, : LI gives a relative or qualified
evaluation of simplicity.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o H# can imply a comparison without naming its standard.

o 1R with an adjective can simply make a natural predicate, not always a strong very;
do not build a fixed intensity ranking from the English translations.

B Use the distinction

o H# gives a relative or qualified evaluation of simplicity.

o % can imply a comparison without naming its standard. f with an adjective
can simply make a natural predicate, not always a strong very; do not build a fixed
intensity ranking from the English translations.
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B Try it with help closed

Compared with the other questions, this one seems fairly easy. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: X/~ 81 H 457 fy B,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o H# can imply a comparison without naming its standard.

o 1R with an adjective can simply make a natural predicate, not always a strong
very; do not build a fixed intensity ranking from the English translations.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

% + Adjective + B! (how ...!)

B Admire a friend’s skill

o A child solves a difficult puzzle quickly and you praise the achievement.

o R JLLEEHHM! — ZENHAWT expresses admiration rather than asking for a

measurement.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 2 + Adjective + Bi! (how ...!). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

2 L2 B B g !

ni nu ér duo cong ming a

Word guide: ) — your; %)L, — daughter; £ — how; FiHH — clever.

B Read examples in context

—PAZHF!

yi ge rén duo hdo

Word guide: —/~ A\ — on your own; £ — how; #f — nice.

o In the opening example, #R4c JLEZEEBAMI! - ZHEHHI expresses admiration rather
than asking for a measurement.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o I is common in this exclamation, not compulsory in every exclamatory use of £.
o Z1UF! is possible. Compare /iZ K? , which genuinely asks about age.

B Use the distinction

o ZHNHHMI expresses admiration rather than asking for a measurement.

o I is common in this exclamation, not compulsory in every exclamatory use of .
Z4f-! is possible. Compare fRZ K7 | which genuinely asks about age.

B Try it with help closed

A child solves a difficult puzzle quickly and you praise the achievement. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: {572z )22 B A !

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Il is common in this exclamation, not compulsory in every exclamatory use of
£.

o ZUf! is possible. Compare #fRZ K? , which genuinely asks about age.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Adjective + BJ + Noun (describing a noun)
B Ask for the cold drink

o Two drinks are available, one cold and one hot.
o REWLH. — B selects the cold one from the understood drinks.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Adjective + B 4+ Noun (describing a noun).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WIHLBIL
pido liang de nu hdir
Word guide: JE2% — beautiful; Zz#%JL — girl.
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B Read examples in context

RERHE R

ni yao léng de hdi shi ré de

Word guide: R — you; # — want; & — cold; iA4& — or; # — hot.

o In the opening example, TELH . : 21 selects the cold one from the understood
drinks.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The understood noun can be omitted after .

o Descriptive modifiers often use F¥, but established compounds such as B % |i1] i
or Pt /K B show that syllable count alone does not impose an absolute rule.

B Use the distinction
o &1 selects the cold one from the understood drinks.

e The understood noun can be omitted after f{J. Descriptive modifiers often use ],
but established compounds such as F 2 [\ or Fff /K 4 show that syllable count
alone does not impose an absolute rule.

B Try it with help closed

Two drinks are available, one cold and one hot. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: FZA .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The understood noun can be omitted after [].

o Descriptive modifiers often use [, but established compounds such as B2 [i] #
or Ptk B show that syllable count alone does not impose an absolute rule.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Bk (more and more)

B Follow a change through the season

o The weather becomes progressively colder as winter approaches.

o REBKBLT . — #ikil describes increasing cold over time.
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B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is @@ (more and more). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REBREET .
tian qi yue lai yue léng le
Word guide: K5, — weather; #E# — more and more; ¥ — cold.

B Read examples in context

BRKRBERK LT .

wo yue lai yueé xi huan Zhong wén le

Word guide: 3¢ — I; #i5%# — more and more; =¥ — like; H13 — Chinese.

« In the opening example, REBRMRE T . : HIFk describes increasing cold over
time.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e The same form can describe a decrease in a measured quantity: Hi#8& #k > B
means prices are getting lower.

o It marks change in the following property, not an increase in every numerical value.

B Use the distinction

o HKH describes increasing cold over time.

e The same form can describe a decrease in a measured quantity: 4%k > B[/
means prices are getting lower. It marks change in the following property, not an
increase in every numerical value.
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B Try it with help closed

The weather becomes progressively colder as winter approaches. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: KRS T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The same form can describe a decrease in a measured quantity: #5754 E%
means prices are getting lower.

o It marks change in the following property, not an increase in every numerical
value.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

HSK 3 o 1 Describing & degree



Adverbs — time, focus & frequency
HSK 3

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

M + Verb + T (again, in the past)

B A familiar problem happens again

« A classmate arrives late today after being late previously.
e IRMGRB|T. — X marks today’s lateness as a recurrence.

B Build the form
+ The pattern in this lesson is X + Verb 4+ T (again, in the past). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PRIGRBT .
ni you chi dao le
Word guide: #i — you; ¥ — again; iR%l| — late.

B Read examples in context

XTFWT!

you wid yu le

Word guide: ¥ — again; Ny — rain.

« In the opening example, /RIGBB| T . : ¥ marks today’s lateness as a recurrence.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o This finished-event example uses |, but X is not confined to past events.

o RN ZEH —T7T anticipates a known recurrence; ¥ ¥ ANHIiE uses another
meaning. Choose from the whole sentence.

B Use the distinction

o ¥ marks today’s lateness as a recurrence.

o This finished-event example uses |, but ¥ is not confined to past events. HJK
VS EW—T anticipates a known recurrence; & X AHIIE uses another meaning.
Choose from the whole sentence.
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B Try it with help closed

A classmate arrives late today after being late previously. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: /R R3] T,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This finished-event example uses |, but X is not confined to past events.

o IR N EEH—T anticipates a known recurrence; F& X ANF11E uses another
meaning. Choose from the whole sentence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

—H (all along, continuously)

B Waiting lasts through a time span

e You wait throughout the morning for news.

e R—EHSHFMIEE. — —H describes the continuing wait across that span.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is —H. (all along, continuously). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

R—ERERRK.
wo yi zhi hen xi huan nv
Word guide: 3¢ — I; —H — all along; 1§ — very; =X — like; {| — you.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, BR—EHFLHKBEIE S . : —H describes the continuing
wait across that span.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o —H. also describes enduring habits or a spatial direction, such as —H{EH[E.

e It need not mean continuous physical activity every second: F— H = W5 %k
describes a lasting preference.
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B Use the distinction

o —H describes the continuing wait across that span.

e —H also describes enduring habits or a spatial direction, such as — B4 Hi iE.
It need not mean continuous physical activity every second: F— H = WK 4
describes a lasting preference.

B Try it with help closed

You wait throughout the morning for news. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: F— HIEZE/RITEE. -
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o —H also describes enduring habits or a spatial direction, such as —E{¥:HIiE.

o It need not mean continuous physical activity every second: F&—H = & %
describes a lasting preference.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B (always — a habit)

B A classmate is usually late

» A classmate arrives late often enough for you to describe it as a habit.
o fbERIRE. — M2 generalises a recurring pattern of lateness.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is FJ& (always — a habit). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fib BB

ta zong shi chi dao

Word guide: ft — he; 22 — always; IR — late.
B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, /i BiRB]. : 42 generalises a recurring pattern of
lateness.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary
e & can sound critical here; it is not automatically neutral.

o Adjectives often take {8, but {5 J2T is possible. A recurring habit is a speaker’s
generalisation, not a measured guarantee of no exception.

B Use the distinction

o EJZ generalises a recurring pattern of lateness.

o HJZ can sound critical here; it is not automatically neutral. Adjectives often take
1R, but fth 521" is possible. A recurring habit is a speaker’s generalisation, not a
measured guarantee of no exception.

B Try it with help closed

A classmate arrives late often enough for you to describe it as a habit. Close the

examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in

English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one

detail and try again.

One possible response: fii 2R 2,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o JJZ can sound critical here; it is not automatically neutral.

o Adjectives often take {2, but i 2 /&7 is possible. A recurring habit is a
speaker’s generalisation, not a measured guarantee of no exception.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

&KF (finally, at last)

B A long wait finally ends

o After waiting for a friend, you see the friend arrive.
o RATR|T! — &T presents arrival as the endpoint of a wait.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is &F (finally, at last). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HATET!

ni zhong yiu dao le
Word guide: #R — you; & — finally; 3| — arrived.
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B Read examples in context
 In the opening example, JRATFB| T ! : Z&T presents arrival as the endpoint of a
wait.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Finally need not be a happy result: 2T iR 22 T can mark an eventual
failure.

e T often occurs with completed events, but ZFH{ T and Z&Fgefg iy TIE
show different predicate shapes.

B Use the distinction
o 2T presents arrival as the endpoint of a wait.

o Finally need not be a happy result: 2T A2 T can mark an eventual
failure. T often occurs with completed events, but ZTH{[H T and & TGEGE M
A T AE show different predicate shapes.

B Try it with help closed

After waiting for a friend, you see the friend arrive. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: {RZT-F| 7!

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Finally need not be a happy result: BT iR E R T can mark an eventual
failure.

e 1 often occurs with completed events, but ZFH{H T and LT HREW T TAE
show different predicate shapes.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

JLF (nearly, almost)

B Check an almost-full group

e Most of a class have phones, but a few do not.

o JLEENMAEREFHL. — JLF makes the claim almost universal rather than fully

universal.
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B Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is JL3f (nearly, almost). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

JLFENAEE T
ji hu mev ge rén dou you shou ji
Word guide: JL*F — almost; &> A\ — everyone; &} — all; 5 — has; F-#1 — a phone.

B Read examples in context
 In the opening example, JL BN AEE FHL. : JLF makes the claim almost
universal rather than fully universal.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e JLF can also precede an event without [ or a negative, as in FJLFLET .

o Keep the scope clear: JLF#RHIE is almost all know, while JLSEAHIIE is hardly
know.

B Use the distinction

o JL*F makes the claim almost universal rather than fully universal.

o JLF can also precede an event without &[S or a negative, as in FJLF5 T . Keep
the scope clear: JLFHBHIIE is almost all know, while JL3FAHIE is hardly know.

B Try it with help closed

Most of a class have phones, but a few do not. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: JL 54 AEAA FHL.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o JLF can also precede an event without [ or a negative, as in FJLF5ET .

o Keep the scope clear: JLEHARFNIE is almost all know, while JL3EAHIE is hardly
know.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

HSK 3 o 2 Adverbs — time, focus & frequency @



H (only)
B State the limit of a family’s size

¢ You have one older brother and no other older brothers.
e REEF—/1BFEF. — M limits the number of older brothers to one.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is H (only). Locate it in the original interlinear examples
below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RARAF—NHH-
wo zhi you yi ge ge ge
Word guide: ¢ — I; H — only;  — have; —/~ — one; &8 — older brother.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, & HAH—FFF. : A limits the number of older brothers
to one.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o In this frame H precedes 4, but its scope is supplied by the predicate and context.

o HAMhAiE means only he knows; do not turn the common position into a claim
that H always limits the verb’s action alone.

B Use the distinction

o H limits the number of older brothers to one.

o In this frame H precedes 7, but its scope is supplied by the predicate and context.
HAMHIE means only he knows; do not turn the common position into a claim
that H always limits the verb’s action alone.
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B Try it with help closed

You have one older brother and no other older brothers. Close the examples. Say

a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: H G —1EfEf .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o In this frame H precedes 4, but its scope is supplied by the predicate and
context.

o HAMLAIIE means only he knows; do not turn the common position into a claim
that H always limits the verb’s action alone.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Duration + % + Verb + T (how long you haven’t ...)

B Friends meet after a long gap

o Two friends have not met for ten years and are now greeting each other.

s RIMNBETEBIT. — 14F measures the period with no meeting.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Duration + ¥ + Verb + T (how long you
haven’t ...). Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RINEETHEERT .
wo men yi jing shi nian méi jian le
Word guide: FA] — we; EL4 — already; +4F — ten years; % — haven’t; I, — met.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, BAIEZR+EE N T . : T4 measures the period with

no meeting.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o Compare AT ULHER T W/, where the duration follows the completed talk-
ing.

o Final T marks the current relevance of the gap; this greeting does not promise
that the gap will continue after the reunion.

B Use the distinction

o 14F measures the period with no meeting.

o Compare FATWHIR T W/, where the duration follows the completed talk-
ing. Final T marks the current relevance of the gap; this greeting does not promise
that the gap will continue after the reunion.

B Try it with help closed

Two friends have not met for ten years and are now greeting each other. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: [ 1E. &4 T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Compare AW AR T P4/}, where the duration follows the completed
talking.

o Final T marks the current relevance of the gap; this greeting does not promise
that the gap will continue after the reunion.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Time + 4 (not until — lateness)

B Arrival feels late against a schedule

e You expected to be home by eight, but arrived at eleven.
e BT—EABHE. — 4 evaluates the eleven-o’clock arrival as late in this context.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Time + 4 (not until — lateness). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RIERT—RABIRK.
wo zud tian shi yi dian cdi dao jia

Word guide: F& — I; WEK — yesterday; +— 5 — eleven o’clock; 4 — not until; 2|5 —
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got home.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, +—EABIFK. : 4 evaluates the eleven-o’clock arrival
as late in this context.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o The expectation is essential; eleven is not intrinsically late for every schedule.

o Time+ 7 often omits T in basic examples, but do not extend that tendency to a
ban on all constructions with 7~ and 7 .

B Use the distinction
o 4 evaluates the eleven-o’clock arrival as late in this context.

o The expectation is essential; eleven is not intrinsically late for every schedule.
Time+ A often omits T in basic examples, but do not extend that tendency to a
ban on all constructions with 74~ and 7 .

B Try it with help closed

You expected to be home by eight, but arrived at eleven. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: F+— 54 3%,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The expectation is essential; eleven is not intrinsically late for every schedule.

o Time+ 7 often omits T in basic examples, but do not extend that tendency to
a ban on all constructions with 7~ and 7.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

4% ..., B ... (first ..., then ...)

B A meal has an order of actions

o Before eating, someone tells you to wash your hands.
o SEWFE, M. — The instruction puts washing before eating.
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® Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is 4¢ ... , & ... (first ..., then ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

VT, B,
zian i shou zai chi

Word guide: 4 — first; %tF — wash hands; , 1 — then; 7 — eat.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, J6¥EF, BAZMW . : The instruction puts washing before
eating.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e 5 links the second step; it does not require a second meal.

o The sentence specifies order but not the exact delay between actions. #XJ5 can
link later steps too.

B Use the distinction

o The instruction puts washing before eating.

e J links the second step; it does not require a second meal. The sentence specifies
order but not the exact delay between actions. #XJi5 can link later steps too.

B Try it with help closed

Before eating, someone tells you to wash your hands. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: Jci%F, FHZI.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e ¥ links the second step; it does not require a second meal.

o The sentence specifies order but not the exact delay between actions. #X)5 can
link later steps too.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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—i1 ... =1 ... (doing two things at once)

B Two activities overlap

e You listen to music while preparing a meal.

o B—IMER, —HWER. — The two activities overlap in time.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is —3f ... —3 ... (doing two things at once). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REHE—OVER, —HEK.
wo chdng chdang yi bz’dn mv zao yi bian chang ge
Word guide: 3% — I; 5% — often; —i1 — while; ¥t — showering; IEHX — sing.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, —IBIR, —HIFF K. : The two activities overlap in
time.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o This does not mean every small movement occurs at exactly the same instant.

o —iI%E—i1% can describe overlapping reactions without claiming deliberate con-
trol over both; do not impose intention as a universal condition.

B Use the distinction
o The two activities overlap in time.

o This does not mean every small movement occurs at exactly the same instant. —
W —158 can describe overlapping reactions without claiming deliberate control
over both; do not impose intention as a universal condition.
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B Try it with help closed

You listen to music while preparing a meal. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: F—Mk, —iHWTE %

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This does not mean every small movement occurs at exactly the same instant.

o —iHIEE—i15¢ can describe overlapping reactions without claiming deliberate
control over both; do not impose intention as a universal condition.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

R (always — a complaint)

B A complaint names a recurring interruption

o A friend keeps interrupting you during conversations.
o WRELEZRITHIIR? — ZJ& presents the repeated interruption with frustration.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 4 (always — a complaint). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

B LERRE?
ni zén me lao shi chi dao
Word guide: ¥R — you; [E4 — why; & — always; IR F| — late.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, /REZZRITHIR? : %2 presents the repeated inter-

ruption with frustration.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o ZJ2& often occurs in complaints but is not forbidden with positive predicates: fth
H 2 HEF can express appreciation in context.

o MJZ can also be used critically.
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B Use the distinction

o & & presents the repeated interruption with frustration.

o 2 often occurs in complaints but is not forbidden with positive predicates: fif
¥ 253 can express appreciation in context. &2 can also be used critically.

B Try it with help closed

A friend keeps interrupting you during conversations. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: {R/EA4ZEFTWF?

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 22 often occurs in complaints but is not forbidden with positive predicates: fif
2 IR can express appreciation in context.

o EJZ can also be used critically.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

7" 4+ Number (only — a small amount)

B A fare seems surprisingly small

* You expected a ticket to cost more than twenty yuan.

o XHEA -+, — 4 presents the price as only twenty yuan against that expec-
tation.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is A + Number (only — a small amount). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WA —+27?
ni cai er shi sul
Word guide: #} — you; A — only; —+ % — twenty.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, XHKEA — -+, : 74 presents the price as only twenty
yuan against that expectation.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

e The price is a small amount from the speaker’s viewpoint.

o T HAME instead means only twenty yuan is sufficient; word position and pred-
icate change the scope.

B Use the distinction

o 4 presents the price as only twenty yuan against that expectation.

o The price is a small amount from the speaker’s viewpoint. — 3t A% instead
means only twenty yuan is sufficient; word position and predicate change the scope.

B Try it with help closed

You expected a ticket to cost more than twenty yuan. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: XiE A — +He,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The price is a small amount from the speaker’s viewpoint.

o 1AM instead means only twenty yuan is sufficient; word position and
predicate change the scope.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

7 vs Bt (late vs early)

B One clock time supports two reactions

o An early worker expects arrival at six; a late worker expects arrival at nine.

o NEEBIT. WASARB. — 5 and 4 present the same arrival time as early

or late against different expectations.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is " vs B (late vs early). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

A RBRERR T o
ta liv dian jiv qi chudng le

Word guide: i — he; 7555 — six o’clock; ¥ — already; K — get up.
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B Read examples in context

fEILRAEIR -

ta jiu dian cdi qi chudng

Word guide: {5 — he; JU 5 — nine o’clock; 4 — not until; 2K — get up.

o In the opening example, /t/\JEB] T . /AL A D). : 5 and A4 present the same
arrival time as early or late against different expectations.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Check the expected time, not only the clock number.
e 7T is common in the completed jf example; the words themselves do not assign a
tense to every sentence.

B Use the distinction

e 4l and A present the same arrival time as early or late against different expecta-
tions.

o Check the expected time, not only the clock number. | is common in the com-
pleted #i example; the words themselves do not assign a tense to every sentence.

B Try it with help closed

An early worker expects arrival at six; a late worker expects arrival at nine. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change
one detail and try again.

One possible response: fb/\ 555 7. h/\S5A %],
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Check the expected time, not only the clock number.

e T is common in the completed #f example; the words themselves do not assign
a tense to every sentence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

W] vs B4 (just now: adverb vs time-word)

B Place a recent-time expression correctly

o A friend left shortly before you arrived.
o fRIFE. RIAMBAESX L. — K modifies the leaving; M4 names the earlier time

when he was here.
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B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is FJ vs WA (just now: adverb vs time-word).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fBRIE .
ta gang zou

Word guide: fth — he; Mi| — just; & — leave.

B Read examples in context

11222359 | S

gang cdi ta zai zheér

Word guide: M4 — a moment ago; fifi — he; £ — be at; iX JL — here.

« In the opening example, fBRIFE. RIAfIAFEX L. : W modifies the leaving; K|
7" names the earlier time when he was here.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e M| can describe a short interval relative to a stated event, as in W Z|2#F 5L MY

T.
e RIIA can occur before or after the subject and in K| A /) L3 it is a time expression,
not merely a longer K.

B Use the distinction

o Pl modifies the leaving; M| 4" names the earlier time when he was here.

o N can describe a short interval relative to a stated event, as in W Z|2#FK 5L MY
T. WA can occur before or after the subject and in K| A B H 3E; it is a time
expression, not merely a longer M.
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B Try it with help closed

A friend left shortly before you arrived. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: fiN|E . RWIAfALEX L.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o NI can describe a short interval relative to a stated event, as in M| 2I|2#& 50 MY
T.

e WA can occur before or after the subject and in M| A By HL3%; it is a time
expression, not merely a longer K.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

£ E vs —& (a bit too... vs a little ...er)

B An evaluation becomes a request

e A coat costs more than you want to pay, so you ask for a small reduction.

e XHKBE LR, BHE—HIE., - A 55 evaluates the price; [#H — 5 asks for

a lower price.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is A & vs —& (a bit too... vs a little ...er). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XA R Bt
zhe jian yi fu you dian gui
Word guide: X — this; {f — (measure word); A<k — clothes; 35 — a bit; 5v —

expensive.

B Read examples in context
EE— !

pian yi yi dian ba

Word guide: {#'H. — cheap; — 5 — a little.

I

 In the opening example, XK BA K. BE—EE, : G55 evaluates the

price; {#'H— & asks for a lower price.

» Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o A5 precedes the adjective and — i follows it here.

o A5 often expresses an unwanted state but can express mild surprise or feelings
such as A &5 2%; negative evaluation is usual, not compulsory.

B Use the distinction

o A 5Tt evaluates the price; ffi’H— i asks for a lower price.

o A /& precedes the adjective and — & follows it here. 7 i often expresses an
unwanted state but can express mild surprise or feelings such as 7 f5 /5 2%; negative
evaluation is usual, not compulsory.

B Try it with help closed

A coat costs more than you want to pay, so you ask for a small reduction. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change
one detail and try again.

One possible response: XK IRA S5, HEH-—SME.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o A5 precedes the adjective and — & follows it here.

e A5 often expresses an unwanted state but can express mild surprise or feelings
such as 4 /&5 2%; negative evaluation is usual, not compulsory.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B vs X (again: future vs past)

B Distinguish a new plan from a known recurrence

o A visitor came today and plans another visit tomorrow.

o HSRANKT, BHRER. — ¥ marks today’s recurrence; F- proposes the next

visit.

® Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is J§ vs X (again: future vs past). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

B3GR T .
ta you chi dao le

Word guide: fth — he; ¥ — again; iR — late.
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B Read examples in context

B R EFRIE!

ming tian zai lai ba

Word guide: BJ-K — tomorrow; i — again; % — come.

o In the opening example, &SRB T, BIREE. : ¥ marks today’s recurrence;
- proposes the next visit.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

 This is a useful basic contrast, not a past/future tense system.

o HHR N2 EH— is a known recurrence in the future; F- also links subsequent steps,

as in S5 L.

B Use the distinction

o ¥ marks today’s recurrence; fj- proposes the next visit.

« This is a useful basic contrast, not a past/future tense system. HJ K @& EH— is
a known recurrence in the future; - also links subsequent steps, as in 4¢& Fijt.

B Try it with help closed

A visitor came today and plans another visit tomorrow. Close the examples. Say
a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: 4 RKA Xk T, BRHE.

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

This is a useful basic contrast, not a past/future tense system.

B R X & E#— is a known recurrence in the future; - also links subsequent
steps, as in JCH L.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Verbs, ability & complements
HSK 3

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Eek (looks / seems)

B An attractive dish has not been tasted

e You judge a dish from its appearance before trying it.

o INEKBEBFRMIFHZ., — The speaker offers an impression from appearance.

B Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is FiER (looks / seems). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

fEERBER .
ta kan qi ldi hen lei
Word guide: fth — he; FFLE — looks; & — very; & — tired.

B Read examples in context

XA KB RRMEFIZ

zhe ge cai kan qv lai hén hao chi

Word guide: iX — this; 4~ — (measure word); 3¢ — dish; HFLFK — looks; f§ — very; ¥

"7 — delicious.

« In the opening example, XA SEFBRFMIFNZ . : The speaker offers an impression
from appearance.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o FHitd3E does not prove taste or underlying quality.

o It also does not prove that the person has never tasted the dish; the sentence only
chooses appearance as the basis of this comment.
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B Use the distinction

o The speaker offers an impression from appearance.

o FjF does not prove taste or underlying quality. It also does not prove that the
person has never tasted the dish; the sentence only chooses appearance as the basis
of this comment.

B Try it with help closed

You judge a dish from its appearance before trying it. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: X/~ 3EE H KRB IHZ .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Fi3k does not prove taste or underlying quality.

o It also does not prove that the person has never tasted the dish; the sentence
only chooses appearance as the basis of this comment.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

ik /W /¥ / {f (make / let / ask someone do)

B One person asks another to act

o A teacher politely asks a visitor to come inside.
o ZIMEMbIEFR. — The visitor is the person expected to enter.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ik / W / ¥ / f#f (make / let / ask someone do).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

I RERS .

ma ma rang wo Tué gang qin
Word guide: {543 — mom; il — let; I — me; 2% — learn; 442 — piano.

B Read examples in context

B BER .

qing ta jin ldi

Word guide: i — please; fif, — him; #F% — come in.

 In the opening example, ZIHEMLBER . : The visitor is the person expected to
enter.
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o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o The person after i is also the understood subject of 3.

e il can allow or cause, while fifi can have a non-human cause, as in X{4-ZFHFFk 5
2% these verbs are not interchangeable in every context.

B Use the distinction
e The visitor is the person expected to enter.

o The person after i is also the understood subject of #3£. il: can allow or cause,
while {#i can have a non-human cause, as in X4 fF = 2%; these verbs are not
interchangeable in every context.

B Try it with help closed

A teacher politely asks a visitor to come inside. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: Z i {thiEFE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o The person after i is also the understood subject of #3%.

e il can allow or cause, while f#i can have a non-human cause, as in X ffiF
F12%; these verbs are not interchangeable in every context.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

%3t (after going through)

B A discussion leads to a decision

o A group decides on a plan after discussing alternatives.

o B3HE, BITBERAXANFTER. — %ot presents the discussion as the process

preceding the decision.

B Build the form

 The pattern in this lesson is £33} (after going through). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

SX=SFRET], MRAT .

jing gquo san nidn de nu li ta chéng gong le
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Word guide: %35 — after; = — three; 4F — year; %% J7 — effort; fth — he; Ji§Z) — succeed.

B Read examples in context

S5, RIBRET -

jing guo tao lun wo men jué ding le

Word guide: £ — after; 35118 — discussion; 3] — we; PeiE — decide.

o In the opening example, 23311, BITERAXNHFR. : LT presents the
discussion as the process preceding the decision.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o The process can be brief; it need not be years of effort.

o 23 also means pass through, as in £t 435, Check whether a process or a
physical route is being described.

B Use the distinction
o %37 presents the discussion as the process preceding the decision.

o The process can be brief; it need not be years of effort. £ also means pass
through, as in Z3d %434, Check whether a process or a physical route is being
described.

B Try it with help closed

A group decides on a plan after discussing alternatives. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: £i1e, FATRERHAX N TE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The process can be brief; it need not be years of effort.

o 23} also means pass through, as in £t %234, Check whether a process or a
physical route is being described.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Mi% / #& (should, ought to)

B Advice differs from a prediction

o A tired friend asks what to do, and you suggest rest.
o IRMZELIKR. — W% expresses advice or an obligation in this conversation.

HSK 3 3 Verbs, ability & complements @



B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is ff# / #% (should, ought to). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WRZERE .
ni ying gai duo xiu xi
Word guide: #i — you; Wi% — should; £ — more; K, — rest.

B Read examples in context
BET!
gat zou le
Word guide: i% — should; & — go.
« In the opening example, JRVIZZIRE . : V1% expresses advice or an obligation
in this conversation.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
e [WViZ can also express expectation: fliViZE 4 %] T means he should have arrived
by now.

e Negate advice with AW i% or A i%; meaning depends on whether the speaker
recommends or predicts.

B Use the distinction
o IWi% expresses advice or an obligation in this conversation.

e [WiZ can also express expectation: fliViZE 4 %] | means he should have arrived
by now. Negate advice with AN iZ or A i%; meaning depends on whether the
speaker recommends or predicts.
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B Try it with help closed

A tired friend asks what to do, and you suggest rest. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: {RNiZZ/KE. .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o [ 1i% can also express expectation: iV iZE 4 %] T means he should have arrived
by now.

o Negate advice with AN i% or ANi%; meaning depends on whether the speaker
recommends or predicts.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

¥ + Verb (unpleasant to ...)
B Bad taste differs from physical difficulty

o A drink tastes unpleasant although swallowing it is easy.

o XANBHENE., — MENE evaluates the unpleasant taste.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ¥ + Verb (unpleasant to ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XA R o

zheé ge yao hen ndn chi

Word guide: X — this; 4~ — (measure word); 2§ — medicine; f§ — very; Mz — bad-
tasting.

B Read examples in context

XHRKAREFIT .

zhe shou ge hén hdo ting

Word guide: X — this; 1 — (measure word); #X — song; fR — very; W — nice to hear.
« In the opening example, XA ZHBMEMNE . : MM evaluates the unpleasant taste.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary
o XENE is an established word, not a promise that every ¥ +verb means unpleasant.

o M2 means difficult to learn; distinguish conventional evaluations such as ¥ Wt
from task difficulty.

B Use the distinction

o XENE evaluates the unpleasant taste.

o XENE is an established word, not a promise that every ¥ +verb means unpleasant.
ME2# means difficult to learn; distinguish conventional evaluations such as ¥ Wy
from task difficulty.

B Try it with help closed

A drink tastes unpleasant although swallowing it is easy. Close the examples. Say

a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: X251 M.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o XENE is an established word, not a promise that every ¥ +verb means unpleasant.

o M2 means difficult to learn; distinguish conventional evaluations such as ¥ENT
from task difficulty.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + T + Duration (did for a length of time)

B A duration differs from a clock time

» You describe the length of yesterday’s sleep.
o REET /\A/DHF. — A4/ measures how long the sleeping lasted.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Verb 4+ T + Duration (did for a length of time).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RET=FPIL
wo zué le san nidn Zhong wén

Word guide: 3¢ — I; 2% — study; = — three; 4 — year; H1 3 — Chinese.
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B Read examples in context

fblEE T A\A~/NET

ta shui le ba ge xido shi

Word guide: fili — he; [ — sleep; /\ — eight; 4~ — (measure word); /N — hour.

 In the opening example, FEE T A\A/DNf. : /A4 /N measures how long the
sleeping lasted.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o /U names a clock time instead.

o A completed duration alone does not determine whether a longer habit continues:
F= T =4 reports three years without automatically proving that study has
ended forever.

B Use the distinction
o J\/PNH} measures how long the sleeping lasted.

e J\ names a clock time instead. A completed duration alone does not determine
whether a longer habit continues: F 2% T =4F H X reports three years without
automatically proving that study has ended forever.

B Try it with help closed

You describe the length of yesterday’s sleep. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: FHE T /\ >/

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e /A names a clock time instead.

o A completed duration alone does not determine whether a longer habit continues:
2T =4 H 3 reports three years without automatically proving that study
has ended forever.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + T + Duration + T (have been ...-ing)

B A duration is relevant up to now

e You have studied Chinese for three years and are still studying.

o WET=4EPXT. — The final T makes the elapsed three-year period relevant
now; continued study is natural here.
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B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Verb + T + Duration + T (have been ...-ing).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RET=HEPXT .

wo zué le san nidn Zhong wén le
Word guide: & — I; 2% — study; = — three; 4 — year; 13 — Chinese.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, BT =Z4EH LT, : The final T makes the elapsed
three-year period relevant now; continued study is natural here.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The context supplies continuation.

o Compare 2 T —/NRT, BAEL T3] T the wait can end at the reference
point. Two | do not guarantee that an action continues indefinitely afterward.

B Use the distinction

o The final T makes the elapsed three-year period relevant now; continued study is
natural here.

e The context supplies continuation. Compare 2 T —A/N T, IIEL T3] 1
the wait can end at the reference point. Two | do not guarantee that an action
continues indefinitely afterward.

B Try it with help closed

You have studied Chinese for three years and are still studying. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: F22 7 =4EH T,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The context supplies continuation.

o Compare I T —/NE T, BIAEAT 453 T : the wait can end at the reference
point. Two T do not guarantee that an action continues indefinitely afterward.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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BIMEE + Verb (no way to / can’t)
B A refusal names a practical constraint

e You would like to help but cannot leave work today.
o SRBEIMNEFEW. — The speaker presents helping today as unavailable under

the circumstances.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is WIpEE + Verb (no way to / can’t). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REINEFER -
wo meéi ban fa bang ni

Word guide: & — I; % Jpy%E — no way; i — help; /R — you.

B Read examples in context
Bk, REESE.
méi ban fa zhi néng déng
Word guide: #%7p7E — nothing to be done; HFE — can only; 5 — wait.
« In the opening example, & RIBEIMEFRFR. : The speaker presents helping today
as unavailable under the circumstances.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

® Know the boundary

o &I does not necessarily describe permanent inability.

o I, FHIFEE may accept a current constraint; explain the obstacle where the
listener needs it.

B Use the distinction

o The speaker presents helping today as unavailable under the circumstances.
o V% IJpYE does not necessarily describe permanent inability. ¥ Jpy%, 25 may
accept a current constraint; explain the obstacle where the listener needs it.

HSK 3 3 Verbs, ability & complements



B Try it with help closed

You would like to help but cannot leave work today. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: 4RI EINEFER

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o V% IMYE does not necessarily describe permanent inability.

o WIpYE, FHAFEE may accept a current constraint; explain the obstacle where
the listener needs it.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb reduplication (do a bit / give it a try)

B A short trial is offered politely

e You ask a friend to look briefly at a draft.
e MEBBFXME., — Reduplication presents looking as a brief, lighter action.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Verb reduplication (do a bit / give it a try).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WEBXA .
ni kan kan zhé ge
Word guide: #R — you; FHFH — have a look; iX — this; 4~ — (measure word).

B Read examples in context

RAVKBARBIE.

wo men xiu xi xiu xi ba

Word guide: FA] — we; /R E. — rest; /K E, — rest.

o In the opening example, {REF X, : Reduplication presents looking as a brief,
lighter action.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary
o Use HFH or /H—F for this single-syllable verb, and {& B K H, for (K H.

o Not every verb naturally reduplicates; completed trials can use & | 7& rather than
adding | anywhere.

B Use the distinction

o Reduplication presents looking as a brief, lighter action.

o Use FFH or H—F for this single-syllable verb, and /K HKE, for {& 5. Not every
verb naturally reduplicates; completed trials can use & T % rather than adding T
anywhere.

B Try it with help closed

You ask a friend to look briefly at a draft. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: {R&HFH X TE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Use HBH or /H—7F for this single-syllable verb, and {& B/KH for /K E.

o Not every verb naturally reduplicates; completed trials can use & J #& rather
than adding | anywhere.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

8 + Verb (feeling verbs with f§)

B A feeling can take a degree word

e You express how much you like a new subject.
e BBERF L. — 1R modifies the degree of liking, not the number of lessons taken.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is f8 + Verb (feeling verbs with ff). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BARE KA

wo hén xi huan nt
Word guide: 3¢ — I; R — really; =¥ — like; /R — you.
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B Read examples in context

£ B

wo hén xidng jia

Word guide: 3¢ — I; R — really; 28 — miss; % — home.

o In the opening example, BBEIKHF X, : R modifies the degree of liking, not the
number of lessons taken.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e Some mental or evaluative verbs take degree words, including T fi# as well as &=
K.

« A plain physical action such as 7 does not take 4 in the same degree pattern.

B Use the distinction

o 1R modifies the degree of liking, not the number of lessons taken.

« Some mental or evaluative verbs take degree words, including T fi# as well as =K.
A plain physical action such as 7 does not take 48 in the same degree pattern.

B Try it with help closed

You express how much you like a new subject. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FAR =¥k,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Some mental or evaluative verbs take degree words, including T fi# as well as &
K.

o A plain physical action such as 7 does not take 42 in the same degree pattern.

e [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Direction complement 3 / % (toward / away)

B Choose direction from a viewpoint
e You stand inside a room and invite a visitor at the door to enter.
o R, — 3E directs the movement toward the viewpoint inside the room.
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B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is Direction complement 3} / Z (toward / away).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HREE!
qing jin ldi
Word guide: i — please; #¥ — come in.

B Read examples in context

EHEXR.

ba shu nd laz

Word guide: 48 — (#); 4 — book; &3 — bring here.

« In the opening example, JHBER . : >k directs the movement toward the viewpoint
inside the room.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e Choose the speaker’s or established narrative viewpoint.

o 4 is natural from outside when describing movement into a different space; it is
not intrinsically wrong for entering a room.

B Use the distinction

o 3k directs the movement toward the viewpoint inside the room.

o Choose the speaker’s or established narrative viewpoint. #fZ% is natural from
outside when describing movement into a different space; it is not intrinsically
wrong for entering a room.

HSK 3 3 Verbs, ability & complements



B Try it with help closed

You stand inside a room and invite a visitor at the door to enter. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: iFi#.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Choose the speaker’s or established narrative viewpoint.

o #FZ: is natural from outside when describing movement into a different space; it
is not intrinsically wrong for entering a room.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Potential complement & / & (can / can’t do it)

B Understanding is a possible result

o The recording is clear, but its language is too difficult for you.
o RIFAEE. — Listening does not achieve understanding.

® Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Potential complement £ / A (can / can’t do
it). Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RITIHE.
wo ting de dong
Word guide: & — I; Wt — listen; % — (can); f#& — understand.

B Read examples in context

j(ﬁT? &%Kﬂlo

tai yudn le wo kan bi jian

Word guide: K — too; 3t — far; I — I; HAN — can’t see.

« In the opening example, RIFAHEE. : Listening does not achieve understanding.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o WP ANfE# is about the achievable result, not a ban on listening.

ap o1 . . b . .
e HE also expresses ability as well as permission, so do not gloss Hg as permission
only.

B Use the distinction

o Listening does not achieve understanding.

o WrANf# is about the achievable result, not a ban on listening. HE also expresses
ability as well as permission, so do not gloss fE as permission only.

B Try it with help closed

The recording is clear, but its language is too difficult for you. Close the examples.

Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what

the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: TN,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o WP ANIE is about the achievable result, not a ban on listening.

o fE also expresses ability as well as permission, so do not gloss fiE as permission
only.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + F% (keep ...-ing)

B An unfinished explanation should continue

o A speaker pauses before finishing a story, and you ask for the rest.
e W TFE. — T asks the already started speaking to continue.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is Verb + 2 (keep ...-ing). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BHTFE.
qing shuo xia qu
Word guide: i — please; §Ji, — speak; N2 — carry on.
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B Read examples in context

—ERERFTE!

yi ding yao jian chi xia qu

Word guide: — 7 — definitely; 2% — must; R$F — persist; 2 — keep on.

 In the opening example, 3 FZ. : N7 asks the already started speaking to
continue.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e YL N2 is a continuation use; £ % can describe physical movement downwards
in another context.

e The complement’s meaning depends on the verb and scene.

B Use the distinction

o |2 asks the already started speaking to continue.

e P N is a continuation use; 7 N4 can describe physical movement downwards
in another context. The complement’s meaning depends on the verb and scene.

B Try it with help closed

A speaker pauses before finishing a story, and you ask for the rest. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: it 2.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Ui N2 is a continuation use; i |2 can describe physical movement downwards

in another context.

e The complement’s meaning depends on the verb and scene.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Result complements #F / 58 / & (how it turned out)

B Finishing does not prove correctness

o A student finishes all the homework but writes one answer incorrectly.

o VENMSET, WIRE —HEBST. — 5¢ marks completion, while £ marks an

incorrect result.
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B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Result complements 3 / 5 / & (how it turned
out). Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

FEALMSE T -
2u0 yé zuo wdn le

Word guide: /)l — homework; f{ — do; 5¢ — finish.

B Read examples in context

REHET .

wo Ti€ cuo le

Word guide: ¥, — I; 5 — write; £ — wrongly.

o In the opening example, fEMVTE T, \IRE —BEE4E T .. 5¢ marks completion,
while 4% marks an incorrect result.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o fl{5¢ does not imply X}

o fi{{#F may mean properly completed or ready, depending on the activity. Select the
result that answers the intended question.

B Use the distinction
o 5¢ marks completion, while 4 marks an incorrect result.

o {52 does not imply 6. i may mean properly completed or ready, depending
on the activity. Select the result that answers the intended question.
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B Try it with help closed

A student finishes all the homework but writes one answer incorrectly. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: {EMfi5E T, [ E2H —EUEHET .,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o 52 does not imply fHX7.

o i may mean properly completed or ready, depending on the activity. Select
the result that answers the intended question.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Comparisons
HSK 3

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

% () comparisons (not as ... as)

B A shorter person does not reach a height

e One friend is 170 c¢m tall and another is 180 cm tall.
o REAEME. — The speaker’s height falls below the other person’s height.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ¥ (#) comparisons (not as ... as). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REBAE MR .
wo méi you ta gao
Word guide: 3% — I; % — not as; fib — him; & — tall.

B Read examples in context
SREFHERE .
jin tian méi you zud tian léng
Word guide: 4K — today; %4 — not as; WK — yesterday; & — cold.
o In the opening example, A M . : The speaker’s height falls below the other
person’s height.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o ANHAthE means not taller, which permits equality; 7%/ il /5 expresses a lower
level.

o Both are grammatical, with different meanings. Do not call A L an invalid negative

of H.
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B Use the distinction

e The speaker’s height falls below the other person’s height.

o ANHAthE means not taller, which permits equality; 7%/ i /5 expresses a lower
level. Both are grammatical, with different meanings. Do not call AN, an invalid
negative of L.

B Try it with help closed

One friend is 170 c¢m tall and another is 180 cm tall. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: %A 5.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o ANEuAthE means not taller, which permits equality; & 5 expresses a lower
level.

o Both are grammatical, with different meanings. Do not call ALk an invalid
negative of L.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

BB ... ¥ (&3k) (compared with ...)

B A comparison needs a named baseline

e You compare this year’s summer with last year’s.

o BEEH, SEHEM, — E4F is the baseline; A4E is the period being evaluated.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is BB ... it (#/3%) (compared with ...). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BREFW, HFEEH.

gen qu nian bl jin nidn géng re

Word guide: R — with; Z4F — last year; Ft — compare; 4-4F — this year; B — even

more; # — hot.
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B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, JRFE4EH,, SEFM, : K4 is the baseline; 44 is the
period being evaluated.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o RAEFHR also works.

o A changed baseline can change the claim; hotter than last year does not mean
hotter than every year on record.

B Use the distinction
o F4F is the baseline; 44F is the period being evaluated.

o REAEHFE K also works. A changed baseline can change the claim; hotter than
last year does not mean hotter than every year on record.

B Try it with help closed

You compare this year’s summer with last year’s. Close the examples. Say a Man-
darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: REFE, ST,
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o IRAEF A also works.

o A changed baseline can change the claim; hotter than last year does not mean
hotter than every year on record.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

i ...  / i (even more than)

B A comparison does not set an absolute height

o Two short children differ in height.
o LR ERE . — The other child is taller relative to the speaker.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is i ... 8 / # (even more than). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.
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B RER.
ta b1 wo géng gao
Word guide: fth — he; kv — than; & — me; ¥ — even more; & — tall.

B Read examples in context
 In the opening example, MR E R . : The other child is taller relative to the
speaker.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e T can strengthen the comparison without proving that either child is tall against
an adult standard.

o An ordinary Lt comparison uses 5, ¥ 5 or A/ rather than AR 5.

B Use the distinction

o The other child is taller relative to the speaker.

o i can strengthen the comparison without proving that either child is tall against
an adult standard. An ordinary Lt comparison uses &, ¥ 5 or if 5 rather than

FEFRAR .
B Try it with help closed
Two short children differ in height. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.

Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: il FL3 5 5.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e i can strengthen the comparison without proving that either child is tall against
an adult standard.

o An ordinary [ comparison uses 5, ¥ /5 or iA/ rather than IR 5.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

K ... Adj + £7T (much more than)

B A large gap differs from a precise measurement

o An older child is much taller than a younger child.
. BHBRELT. — £ 7T presents the height difference as large.
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B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is i, ... Adj + £7 (much more than). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BREL T .
ta b7 wo gao duo le
Word guide: fth — he; kv — than; & — me; 5 — tall; £ 7 — much more.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, HBRBEE T . : £ T presents the height difference as
large.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e 5% 1 does not state a precise number of centimetres.
o — 5 describes a smaller gap; &1 JE>K supplies a numerical difference.

B Use the distinction

o £ T presents the height difference as large.

e % T does not state a precise number of centimetres. 5 — & describes a smaller
gap; 1T JE>K supplies a numerical difference.

B Try it with help closed

An older child is much taller than a younger child. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: b =HZ T,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e HZ£ T does not state a precise number of centimetres.

o 5 describes a smaller gap; &1 JEK supplies a numerical difference.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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N1 + F + N2 + Adj (as ... as)

B Ask whether a level is reached

e You want to know whether a child’s height reaches an older sibling’s height.
o WREMBEE? — The question asks about reaching the comparison level.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is N1 + f + N2 + Adj (as ... as). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

A R ?

ni you ta gao ma

Word guide: #} — you; & — as ... as; fih — him; & — tall.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, /KRB MENE? : The question asks about reaching the

comparison level.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o The question itself does not assert equality.

o An answer such as ¥% confirms a lower height; 7 in this comparison differs from
A —2A 5, where it expresses possession.

B Use the distinction
o The question asks about reaching the comparison level.

o The question itself does not assert equality. An answer such as %7 confirms
a lower height; 5 in this comparison differs from & —74<435, where it expresses
possession.
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HSK 3 ¢ 4 Comparisons

B Try it with help closed

You want to know whether a child’s height reaches an older sibling’s height. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change
one detail and try again.

One possible response: R4 b7

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
The question itself does not assert equality.

An answer such as %4 confirms a lower height; 4 in this comparison differs
from f5—74~4;, where it expresses possession.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.



Particles, nouns & numbers
HSK 3

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

Time / Verb + PAH[ (before ...)

B A deadline comes before a named time

¢ You ask a friend to return before three o’clock.

o =HDPAHIMEISRE. — The return should happen before the stated three-o’clock bound-
ary.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Time / Verb + PAHI (before ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

=R ARTEE .
san dian yi qian hui lat
Word guide: =5 — three o’clock; PAH[ — before; [A] 3% — come back.

—=IDN

B Read examples in context

B AT T -

shui jiao yi qidn shua yd

Word guide: [ — sleep; PAR] — before; kil 4> — brush teeth.

« In the opening example, = K PABIEIE. : The return should happen before the
stated three-o’clock boundary.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o DAH] follows its reference time or action.

o [HEW PAHTIZ places brushing before sleeping, not after it; separate a deadline
from a duration.
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B Use the distinction
e The return should happen before the stated three-o’clock boundary.

o DAHT follows its reference time or action. HE%E PART K 4 places brushing before
sleeping, not after it; separate a deadline from a duration.

B Try it with help closed
You ask a friend to return before three o’clock. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: = f AR .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o DLAH] follows its reference time or action.

o MESEPABTII A places brushing before sleeping, not after it; separate a deadline

from a duration.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

PAHEY, ... (in the past, ...)

B An earlier home differs from a current one

* You explain that you used to live in Beijing but now live elsewhere.

o DABITAFEILIL. — PART introduces an earlier period of residence.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is PAH]J, ... (in the past, ...). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.
e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

AR, BAELEILR.

yi qidn wo zhu zai Béi jing

Word guide: PAH] — in the past; F& — I; {1 — live; ¥£ — in; JL 5L — Beijing.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, PABIERAEFEILIL. : PART introduces an earlier period of

residence.
o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

e The current contrast comes from context.
o The sentence alone need not tell us the exact dates or all later homes. Compare
= S PAET, where PAHY] follows a specific reference point.

B Use the distinction

o PAHT introduces an earlier period of residence.

e The current contrast comes from context. The sentence alone need not tell us the
exact dates or all later homes. Compare = 5 PAH], where PAH] follows a specific
reference point.

B Try it with help closed

You explain that you used to live in Beijing but now live elsewhere. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: PAFFAFLEILET.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e The current contrast comes from context.

e The sentence alone need not tell us the exact dates or all later homes. Compare
= PAHI, where PAH] follows a specific reference point.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

WA (a moment ago)

B A friend asks you to repeat the earlier news

e You did not hear a friend’s last sentence clearly.
o WRAIAVAFAT? — KIA asks about speech in the recent past.

B Build the form

e The pattern in this lesson is FlJ" (a moment ago). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RIAfBR T .
gang cdi ta lai le
Word guide: WA — a moment ago; fifi — he; 3 — come.
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B Read examples in context

RAIA Bift-A7

ni gang cdi shuo shén me

Word guide: R — you; N4 — a moment ago; Ji — say; ff+4 — what.

 In the opening example, #RAIA VAT : WA asks about speech in the recent
past.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o NI is a time expression: WA fh¥Eix JL and /BRI A FEX JL both work.
o It can describe a state or a negated action, as in WA VW IL; T is not compulsory.

B Use the distinction

o R4 asks about speech in the recent past.

o WIA is a time expression: W|Afh{EiX JL and B M A4 FEiX JL both work. It can
describe a state or a negated action, as in WA VWt IL; T is not compulsory.

B Try it with help closed

You did not hear a friend’s last sentence clearly. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: YRR A1 47

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o NI is a time expression: WA fFEX JL and K] A 73X JL both work.

o It can describe a state or a negated action, as in M| AWt IL; T is not compul-
sory.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Time / Verb + B} (when ...)

B Attach an event to a time

¢ You reached a friend’s home when the friend was out.
o BERF, fBAFE. — I ties the absence to the time of your arrival.
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® Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is Time / Verb + B} (when ...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PRmMF, MATE.
wo ldi shi ta bu zai
Word guide: & — I; 3¢ — come; 5} — when; fifi — he; 4 — not; ¥£ — be in.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, KR}, MAFE. : I} ties the absence to the time of your
arrival.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

« [} is a shorter, often more formal version of 1.

e It can also occur in a future instruction, as in R H}45FF; it does not itself
supply past tense.

B Use the distinction

o [} ties the absence to the time of your arrival.

o I} is a shorter, often more formal version of FJHE. It can also occur in a future
instruction, as in fREHHEFFR; it does not itself supply past tense.

B Try it with help closed

You reached a friend’s home when the friend was out. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: N, fATE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o I} is a shorter, often more formal version of [{Hf{E.

o It can also occur in a future instruction, as in {RENF45FF; it does not itself
supply past tense.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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PAJG (after / in the future)

B Class ends before the trip home

e You plan to go home after class.
o FEHRBMEFK. - Class ending is the reference point before going home.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is PAJ§ (after / in the future). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

G, BRELZIF.

yi hou wo zidng dang ldo shi

Word guide: PAJG — in the future; 3 — I; 4 — want; 24 — be; £l — teacher.

B Read examples in context

TRAGEEZR.
xid ké yi hou hui jia
Word guide: "Fif — finish class; PAJ5 — after; [1]5% — go home.
o In the opening example, FHRPAJGHEIZE . : Class ending is the reference point before
going home.
o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o PAJI may relate two past events too: SNV, FKET L.
o Alone, PAJF often means in the future; after a reference event it means after that
event.

B Use the distinction

o (lass ending is the reference point before going home.

o PAJ5 may relate two past events too: $\NVPAJG, FET . Alone, PAJ5 often

means in the future; after a reference event it means after that event.
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B Try it with help closed

You plan to go home after class. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: [PAJGEIZE.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o PAJG may relate two past events too: SENLPAG, FKET L.

o Alone, PAJ5 often means in the future; after a reference event it means after that
event.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

v, JGa3k ... (afterwards / later — past)

B A past story has a later turn

» You tell someone that you visited Beijing and later visited Shanghai.

o HeRTIURE, BHRET EW. — J53K links the later part of the past story to the

earlier visit.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is ... , J§3# ... (afterwards / later — past). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REETIR, FERET LE.

wo xian qu le Beéi jing hou lai qu le Shang hai

Word guide: F — I; 4 — first; & — go; JbHL — Beijing; 53k — later; & — go; i —
Shanghai.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, SR TI6E, BFERET LE¥E. : J53K links the later part

of the past story to the earlier visit.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o For a future plan prefer X5 or PAJ5.

o Later does not require immediate succession; )53 can cover a gap whose length
the sentence leaves unspecified.

B Use the distinction

o J5i3k links the later part of the past story to the earlier visit.

o For a future plan prefer X5 or PAJ5. Later does not require immediate succession;
JG ¥ can cover a gap whose length the sentence leaves unspecified.

B Try it with help closed

You tell someone that you visited Beijing and later visited Shanghai. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: LA TAU, FERET L.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o For a future plan prefer X5 or PAJ5.

o Later does not require immediate succession; 5% can cover a gap whose length
the sentence leaves unspecified.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Approximating with sequential numbers

B An estimate differs from a sum

* You did not count the visitors exactly but saw roughly five or six.
o« RTHATMA. — Ti/S estimates about five or six people.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Approximating with sequential numbers. Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RTHEANA
ldi le wi liv ge rén
Word guide: 3} — come; .75 — five or six; /|~ — (measure word); A — people.
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B Read examples in context

XJLEHILEH.

zhér you shi ji ben shu

Word guide: iX JL — here; & — have; +JL — ten-something; 4% — (measure word); 43
— book.

o In the opening example, SR T I Ao : FiL7N estimates about five or six people.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o Adjacent-number estimates are not addition: .75 is not eleven.

o The common estimate B =~ uses . Learn established forms instead of concate-
nating any pair of numerals.

B Use the distinction

o 7N estimates about five or six people.

o Adjacent-number estimates are not addition: F.7N is not eleven. The common
estimate W =~ uses . Learn established forms instead of concatenating any
pair of numerals.

B Try it with help closed

You did not count the visitors exactly but saw roughly five or six. Close the exam-
ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English
what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail
and try again.

One possible response: 3 7 fL/5 A

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o Adjacent-number estimates are not addition: 1.7~ is not eleven.

e The common estimate W = uses . Learn established forms instead of con-
catenating any pair of numerals.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Big numbers: Jj / 1&

B Convert a large population by groups of four digits

o A city has ten million residents in this invented example.

o INMMHTE—THA. — —TJH equals 1,000 groups of 10,000, or 10,000,000.
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B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is Big numbers: Jj / 4Z. Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XAMRHE—T AN

zhé ge chéng shi you yi qian wan rén

Word guide: iX — this; /> — (measure word); ¥KTi — city; & — have; —FJ5 — ten
million; A — people.

B Read examples in context
 In the opening example, XAIRHH —TF H A. : —TH equals 1,000 groups of
10,000, or 10,000,000.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e Jj is 10,000 and 4Z is 100,000,000.
e —HJ is 1,000,000; read the multiplier and unit together instead of importing
English three-digit grouping.

B Use the distinction

e —TJ7 equals 1,000 groups of 10,000, or 10,000,000.

e J7 is 10,000 and 4Z is 100,000,000. —H J is 1,000,000; read the multiplier and
unit together instead of importing English three-digit grouping.

B Try it with help closed

A city has ten million residents in this invented example. Close the examples. Say

a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: X MKTHA—T A

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Jj is 10,000 and 4Z is 100,000,000.

o —HJ7 is 1,000,000; read the multiplier and unit together instead of importing
English three-digit grouping.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Times to the minute (& ... 4)

B A meeting starts halfway through the hour
o A meeting begins at 2:30 rather than lasting for half an hour.

o &WFELFFIE. — WA names the clock time 2:30.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is Times to the minute (}§ ... 43). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.
o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BE=KTH5
xian zai san dian shi wi fen
Word guide: FI{E — now; =i — three o’clock; | H.43 — fifteen minutes.

P AN

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, @B HEEFFEE. : W52 names the clock time 2:30.
o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before

choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o 2} after g means half past the hour.

o PA/NET is a duration of thirty minutes; = 5+ F.43 is 3:15. Do not confuse a
clock time with elapsed time.

B Use the distinction

o W Ei2k names the clock time 2:30.
o 2} after )5 means half past the hour. 2£/~/]NF} is a duration of thirty minutes; =

I

M4y is 3:15. Do not confuse a clock time with elapsed time.
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B Try it with help closed

A meeting begins at 2:30 rather than lasting for half an hour. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: <> =246 .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o £ after fi means half past the hour.

o 2K~/ is a duration of thirty minutes; = 5+ 14} is 3:15. Do not confuse a
clock time with elapsed time.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Telling the hour (Number + &)

B Read the hour in a natural spoken form

e You tell a friend that class finishes at three o’clock.
o =ET#R. — =4 gives the clock hour, not the duration of class.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is Telling the hour (Number + f§). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

R=ERTHR
wo san didn xia ke
Word guide: ¢ — I; =& — three o’clock; i — finish class.

B Read examples in context

HEF R

xian zai lidng didn

Word guide: FIAE — now; P i — two o’clock.

« In the opening example, = Fi#k, : — i gives the clock hour, not the duration
of class.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o Use M i1 as the usual spoken form for two o’clock and = 4} as a full form for
three.

o Numbers read as digits in codes are a different task from ordinary clock speech.

B Use the distinction

o =5 gives the clock hour, not the duration of class.

o Use P as the usual spoken form for two o’clock and = &4} as a full form for
three. Numbers read as digits in codes are a different task from ordinary clock
speech.

B Try it with help closed

You tell a friend that class finishes at three o’clock. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: = i i,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Use Wi i as the usual spoken form for two o’clock and = 54} as a full form for
three.

o Numbers read as digits in codes are a different task from ordinary clock speech.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Verb + ¥ (ongoing state)

B A door remains in a state

* You describe a door that is standing open, without saying who opened it.
e [JHFE. — % presents the continuing open state.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is Verb + 3 (ongoing state). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

IIFE.
meén kai zhe
Word guide: ] — door; JF — open; # — (state).
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B Read examples in context

e FE 4.

ta zuo zhe kan shu
Word guide: 1l — he; At — sit; F — (state); /5 — read.
o In the opening example, [JFFE . : & presents the continuing open state.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Compare fil 1EFESF[ ], which focuses on the opening action.

e # is not restricted to still positions: fth%€E P4 describes speaking while smiling.
Its neutral-tone reading zhe differs from FEZ Y zhdo.

B Use the distinction

o # presents the continuing open state.

o Compare il IEXEFF[ ], which focuses on the opening action. Z is not restricted to

still positions: {4 F 1 describes speaking while smiling. Its neutral-tone reading
zhe differs from JEZH 1 zhdo.

B Try it with help closed

You describe a door that is standing open, without saying who opened it. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: |14 .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Compare fih IEYEFF[ ], which focuses on the opening action.

o % is not restricted to still positions: 2} describes speaking while smiling.
Its neutral-tone reading zhe differs from FEZH Y zhdo.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Sentence-final T (change of state)

® Hunger becomes a new situation

e You were not hungry before, but now want food.
o BMT. — Final 7 marks hunger as a new relevant state.
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B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Sentence-final T (change of state). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

THT.
xia yu le

Word guide: Ry — rain.

B Read examples in context

BRRT .

wo e le

Word guide: F, — I; i — hungry.

 In the opening example, BIR T . : Final T marks hunger as a new relevant state.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o This T does not mean finished being hungry.

o Verb-T marks perfective aspect in other uses; do not translate every | as a past-
tense or completed-action ending.

B Use the distinction

o Final 7 marks hunger as a new relevant state.

e This | does not mean finished being hungry. Verb- | marks perfective aspect in
other uses; do not translate every | as a past-tense or completed-action ending.

B Try it with help closed

You were not hungry before, but now want food. Close the examples. Say a Man-

darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: Fifk 7T .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This | does not mean finished being hungry.

o Verb- | marks perfective aspect in other uses; do not translate every | as a
past-tense or completed-action ending.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

HSK 3 « 5 Particles, nouns & numbers @



Questions with g (and you? / where?)

B A short follow-up relies on context

o A friend says where they live and then asks about you.

o BAELE, IRIB? — /RIE asks where you live, borrowing the topic from the
preceding clause.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Questions with IJ§ (and you? / where?). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

TG, FRIE?
wo hén hdo ni ne

Word guide: & — I; R4 — fine; 4K — you.

B Read examples in context

R PIRLIE?

wo de yao shi ne

Word guide: F, — my; £/ — keys.

« In the opening example, TATE_ LW, WRIB? : /RIE asks where you live, borrowing
the topic from the preceding clause.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

® Know the boundary

o The same {RIJg can ask about your health after F R #F.

o FRAYEHZIE can ask where the keys are. The noun and g do not determine the
full question without context.

B Use the distinction

o YRIWE asks where you live, borrowing the topic from the preceding clause.

o The same R can ask about your health after FAR 4. FeAJEHZLNE can ask where
the keys are. The noun and g do not determine the full question without context.
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B Try it with help closed

A friend says where they live and then asks about you. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: FAE1E ik, FRIE?

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The same {RIE can ask about your health after FAR -

o FRHYEHZIE can ask where the keys are. The noun and ¢ do not determine the
full question without context.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B /%8 / # (the three “de”)

® One pronunciation fills three different roles

e You describe a careful student’s careful reading.

o AEREEEAEMER, REeMER. 19 modifies 2/ ; # marks the manner

of $i&; 15 introduces the quality of reading.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ] / & / #b (the three “de”). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

Es 0l

wo de shu

Word guide: 3 — my; B9 — (’s); 5 — book.

B Read examples in context

fbEARRAR .

ta pdao de hén kuai

Word guide: 1 — he; ] — run; 15 — (degree); f& — very; |t — fast.

 In the opening example, I\EREENEHTER, SEBBEE. 1Y modifies 2%
A: #l marks the manner of 52; £5 introduces the quality of reading.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

e Find the grammatical role rather than relying only on the next character.
o FRULHZSLTE contains [ before J2, because [ closes a noun-like phrase; the
simple before-noun rule is a beginner guide.

B Use the distinction
e K modifies 24 ; H marks the manner of §#2; £ introduces the quality of reading.

e Find the grammatical role rather than relying only on the next character. FXii
25515 contains [1f) before 42, because [1] closes a noun-like phrase; the simple
before-noun rule is a beginner guide.

B Try it with help closed

You describe a careful student’s careful reading. Close the examples. Say a Man-

darin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: A\ B2 A BREEF, S5 RERE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Find the grammatical role rather than relying only on the next character.

o FRULHYAESLTE contains | before 42, because HJ closes a noun-like phrase; the
simple before-noun rule is a beginner guide.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

K (some / some..., others...)

B A group contains different preferences

» Several classmates prefer tea while other classmates prefer coffee.

o AHIFRIZERI, BRERMME. - A1 divides the understood group into subsets.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is HHJ (some / some..., others...). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HHIANERIK.

you de rén xi huan chd
Word guide: HHJ — some; A\ — people; =¥ — like; 45 — tea.
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B Read examples in context

AR, AREE.

you de gui you de pidn yi

Word guide: FHJ — some; 5t — expensive; FHJ — some; {#H — cheap.

« In the opening example, F B F2ERXKIE, BHREXRMME, - A1 divides the
understood group into subsets.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o It does not give their sizes, and more than two groups are possible: HHIFHEH, A
PR, AR K.

e Do not infer that each group is half the class.

B Use the distinction

e AHj divides the understood group into subsets.

o It does not give their sizes, and more than two groups are possible: HHHE T, A
IR, AR &, Do not infer that each group is half the class.

B Try it with help closed

Several classmates prefer tea while other classmates prefer coffee. Close the exam-
ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English
what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail
and try again.

One possible response: 1) [F2#EWRAS, A = 0RMIME.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o It does not give their sizes, and more than two groups are possible: /&,
AR, AT E R,

e Do not infer that each group is half the class.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

3 (half / and a half)

B A duration adds half an hour

e You studied for ninety minutes.

o BEIJT—A2F/NEF, — —2F/PE} measures one and a half hours.
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® Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is 3¢ (half / and a half). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PAER,
ban ge ping guo
Word guide: 2 — half; 4~ — (measure word); S5 — apple.

B Read examples in context

— A2/ Nt

yi ge ban xido shi

Word guide: — — one; /> — (measure word); 2 — and a half; /N — hour.

o In the opening example, F2E T —A2¢/Mof. : —4~2F/NEf measures one and a
half hours.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o 2/~/NHY is half an hour.

o Compare W5 2F, a clock time, with Pi/~2F/MEf, a duration. Keep the measure
word position: —~2E/NEf, not —2EA/ N

B Use the distinction

o —/2F/} measures one and a half hours.
o A~/ is half an hour. Compare W 552, a clock time, with Fj/4~2f/NE, a
duration. Keep the measure word position: —~2/NE}, not —2E/~/ N

B Try it with help closed

You studied for ninety minutes. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,

then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.

Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: 2> T —42FE/Nit .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o £/} is half an hour.

o Compare P52, a clock time, with W~/ a duration. Keep the measure
word position: —4>2F/NE, not —2FEAN/ Nt

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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PAJG vs RRJ5 vs J§E (then / after)

B A plan’s next step differs from a later story

e You first eat and then plan to study; later you describe what actually happened.

o SR, REFET . BRBRMONEIT —H. — A5 gives the next step, while /5

3¢ introduces the later part of the account.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is PAJ§ vs )5 vs JG¥ (then / after). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

SR, RIGHER.
xian chi fan ran hou shui jiao

Word guide: 4 — first; FZ4g — eat; #RJi5 — then; JEHE — sleep.

B Read examples in context

JERBATEE -

hou ldi wo men méi qu

Word guide: J53k — later; FAT — we; % — not; % — go.

o In the opening example, JGHeR, RIG¥EH . FRBAINEI T —E. : K5 gives
the next step, while J53£ introduces the later part of the account.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

® Know the boundary

e PAJ5 can follow a reference event: W2 PAJG24>].

o A future plan does not normally use J5% to mean next; choose from temporal
relationship, not the shared English word then.

B Use the distinction

o SRJ gives the next step, while J53 introduces the later part of the account.

o PAJI can follow a reference event: Wz PAJG2#>]. A future plan does not normally
use 53 to mean next; choose from temporal relationship, not the shared English
word then.
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B Try it with help closed

You first eat and then plan to study; later you describe what actually happened.
Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain
briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then
change one detail and try again.

One possible response: Jelzi, RG> ERBATNE X T —i.

My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
PAJ5 can follow a reference event: WAURPAJG24> .

A future plan does not normally use )53 to mean next; choose from temporal
relationship, not the shared English word then.

I tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Sentence patterns (& & #%)
HSK 3

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

— ../ # .. & / ¥ (not even one)

B A complete zero differs from a small number

e You opened the room and found no one inside.

o — P AWEHE. — The — .. %A frame emphasises zero people.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is — ... #, / #B ... A / ¥ (not even one). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

—PAEEE .
YL ge rén yé meéi you
Word guide: — — one; /> — (measure word); A — person; i, — even; J&f — there isn’t.

B Read examples in context

B—RBWAR.

wo yi dian ye bu léi

Word guide: ¢ — I; — 5 — a bit; 1 — even; A — not; & — tired.

« In the opening example, =N AWEAH . : The — ... %A frame emphasises zero
people.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o Compare HA—/~ A\, which is one person rather than zero.
o In —EHWAE, the frame negates any degree of tiredness; keep the negative word

INN

in the construction.

B Use the distinction

e The — .. %A frame emphasises zero people.

o Compare HA—- A\, which is one person rather than zero. In — St A~ Z, the
frame negates any degree of tiredness; keep the negative word in the construction.
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B Try it with help closed

You opened the room and found no one inside. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: — ™ AEAH .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o Compare H—/~ A, which is one person rather than zero.

o In— AR, the frame negates any degree of tiredness; keep the negative word
in the construction.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

B ... # ... (the more ..., the more ...)

B One changing quantity is linked to another

e A larger group needs more chairs.

o ANHBZ, BEMNBTHZL. — The number of chairs needed rises with the number
of people.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is #& ... #& ... (the more ..., the more ...). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RBEBRES .
wo yue xiang yue sheng qi
Word guide: 3¢ — I; # — the more; 28 — think; i — the more; 425, — angry.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, A%, BERB FL . : The number of chairs needed
rises with the number of people.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o K .. B .. expresses a linked change, not necessarily a scientific causal proof.

o HUHEE YT links lower price with greater preference, so both numerical quantities
need not rise.
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B Use the distinction

e The number of chairs needed rises with the number of people.

o i .. .. expresses a linked change, not necessarily a scientific causal proof. F#{#
B# T links lower price with greater preference, so both numerical quantities need
not rise.

B Try it with help closed

A larger group needs more chairs. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response,
then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds.
Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: A%, FERRr £,
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o B .. 8 .. expresses a linked change, not necessarily a scientific causal proof.

o HUIEHBKYT links lower price with greater preference, so both numerical quanti-
ties need not rise.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

& sentences (do something to the object)

B A book is moved to a known place

e You put a particular book on the table.
o BWEBHEHREFLE. — ! introduces the affected book before the action and its

location.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is & sentences (do something to the object).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RIEBHAERT L.
wo ba shu fang zai zhuo zi shang

Word guide: & — I; 4 — (#8); 45 — book; Ji{ — put; 7F — on; HF — table; [ — on top.
B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, IV BHFELRF L. : € introduces the affected book
before the action and its location.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o An ordinary ! construction needs an appropriately elaborated verb phrase, not

merely L.
o Put negation or an auxiliary before #fi: F %L F 5 E. The book should be

identifiable in context.

B Use the distinction

e M introduces the affected book before the action and its location.
e An ordinary # construction needs an appropriately elaborated verb phrase, not

merely {8457, Put negation or an auxiliary before #{: F %44, The book
should be identifiable in context.

B Try it with help closed

You put a particular book on the table. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: FIHHE R T L.

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e An ordinary # construction needs an appropriately elaborated verb phrase, not

merely $EF57K.
o Put negation or an auxiliary before J8: F ¥ -FE 4. The book should be

identifiable in context.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

# sentences (the passive)

B A passive names the affected item

e Someone took the book away, and you describe what happened to the book.
o BB EFET. — The book receives the action, while fth names the doer.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is f sentences (the passive). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BHMEET .
shu béi ta nd zou le
Word guide: 45 — book; #f — by; fth — him; £3E — take away.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, BEEMBEFTET . : The book receives the action, while fili
names the doer.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o F#EEE T omits the doer when unnecessary or unknown.

o #f is not limited to bad outcomes: g% MBI is a positive example. Use a
complete verb phrase for the intended event.

B Use the distinction
o The book receives the action, while fti names the doer.

o P& E T omits the doer when unnecessary or unknown. #f is not limited to
bad outcomes: fhi#i%E HEAK: is a positive example. Use a complete verb phrase
for the intended event.

B Try it with help closed

Someone took the book away, and you describe what happened to the book. Close
the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly
in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change
one detail and try again.

One possible response: B EET .
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o P#EE LT omits the doer when unnecessary or unknown.

o #f is not limited to bad outcomes: fh#i% AHBAI: is a positive example. Use a
complete verb phrase for the intended event.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

Place + Verb + 3 + Noun (existential)

B Describe a room from its location

o A painting hangs on the wall, and you tell someone what is there.
o 3 F3EE—IBE . — The place comes first and introduces the painting found there.
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B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is Place + Verb + 3 + Noun (existential). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

B EEE—IRE.

qiang shang gua zhe yi fi hua

Word guide: 1% — wall; I+ — on; $ — hang; 3 — (state); — — a; 1§ — (measure word);
[H] — painting.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, 3% F3EF —IRHE . : The place comes first and introduces
the painting found there.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o This is an existential description.

o —IEHEFELERS [ is also grammatical and starts with the known painting instead.
Do not reject the second order merely because this lesson teaches place-first pre-
sentation.

B Use the distinction

o The place comes first and introduces the painting found there.

o This is an existential description. —IF#E#:ERS I is also grammatical and starts
with the known painting instead. Do not reject the second order merely because
this lesson teaches place-first presentation.
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B Try it with help closed

A painting hangs on the wall, and you tell someone what is there. Close the exam-

ples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English

what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail

and try again.

One possible response: 5% | 3:5—IlFH .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This is an existential description.

o —IEHHAELS I+ is also grammatical and starts with the known painting instead.
Do not reject the second order merely because this lesson teaches place-first
presentation.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

¥+ QW + B + QW (whatever you like)

B A choice can be carried into an action

o A friend lets you pick any available dish.

o BREBIGHABZ 4. — The repeated {14 makes the action follow your choice
of food.

B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is 2 + QW + Bt + QW (whatever you like).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

Rz ARz 4.

ni xidng chi shén me jiu chi shén me

Word guide: {8 — you; #H — want; #Z — eat; f~4 — what; 5 — then; #Z — eat; 4 —
what.

B Read examples in context
 In the opening example, FRIBIZHAZBRIZ 4. : The repeated 4 makes the
action follow your choice of food.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o Match the repeated question word: AHZ:HF )Lk 28k JL.

o Freedom remains subject to the real situation; the grammar does not create food
that is unavailable or remove rules mentioned elsewhere.

B Use the distinction

e The repeated f}+4 makes the action follow your choice of food.

o Match the repeated question word: AHZEMF LA ZMF JL. Freedom remains subject
to the real situation; the grammar does not create food that is unavailable or
remove rules mentioned elsewhere.

B Try it with help closed

A friend lets you pick any available dish. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: {RAHNZ A G2 4

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e Match the repeated question word: AHZHF J Lt Z=1F L.

o Freedom remains subject to the real situation; the grammar does not create food
that is unavailable or remove rules mentioned elsewhere.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Question Word + # (every / all)

B Negation changes a whole-set claim

o Everyone in the relevant group knows the answer.
o YWEERHNE. — YEAD covers every person in the understood group.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is Question Word + #B (every / all). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

YERRAIE .
shéi dou zht dao

Word guide: i — who; & — all; HIiE — know.
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B Read examples in context

BATAERAENLZ.

wo shén me dou bu xidng chi

Word guide: 3¢ — I; {14 — anything; & — all; A — not; 8 — want; IZ — eat.

« In the opening example, YEERHIE . : YL covers every person in the understood
group.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o EELAHIE negates knowing for everyone and means nobody knows.

o NEMAHRHIIE means not knowing everything; the negative’s position changes
the scope.

B Use the distinction

o EHL covers every person in the understood group.

o EAPAHIE negates knowing for everyone and means nobody knows. A& A#S
3B means not knowing everything; the negative’s position changes the scope.

B Try it with help closed

Everyone in the relevant group knows the answer. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: HEHBHIE .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o EHELAHIIE negates knowing for everyone and means nobody knows.

o N AHBHIE means not knowing everything; the negative’s position changes
the scope.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

Question words as “some- / any-"

B An indefinite choice is deliberately unnamed

e You feel hungry but have not chosen a specific food.
o BEZEF4. — 114 leaves the food unspecified: something to eat.
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B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is Question words as “some- / any-". Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REIZRH4A.
wo widng chi didn shén me
Word guide: 3% — I; 28 — want; Iz — eat; g — a bit; f]*4 — something.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, HAARZ BFHA . : f1-4 leaves the food unspecified: some-
thing to eat.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Context and sentence form decide whether a question word asks a question or is
indefinite.

o FRAHIE M A4 is an embedded question, not automatically a statement that
he wants any food.

B Use the distinction

e fI4 leaves the food unspecified: something to eat.

o Context and sentence form decide whether a question word asks a question or is
indefinite. FXANFIE AL 317 A4 is an embedded question, not automatically a
statement that he wants any food.

B Try it with help closed

You feel hungry but have not chosen a specific food. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: FAHNZ S 4 .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Context and sentence form decide whether a question word asks a question or is
indefinite.

o WANHIEMENZ 24, is an embedded question, not automatically a statement
that he wants any food.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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7T (in order to / for the sake of)

B A purpose need not have been achieved

o A person runs regularly to improve health.

o NT R, M8 RHEH. — N7 names health as the purpose of running.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 47T (in order to / for the sake of). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

ATRER, fbEXET.
wei le jian kang ta méi tian pdo bu

Word guide: 25T — in order to; {#E — health; fif. — he; £k — every day; i — run.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, S T &R, MG REHE. : 57 names health as the

purpose of running.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o fhEE RN TEEEM B also places the purpose after the subject.

o A purpose is a goal, not evidence that it has been achieved; [F°# explains a cause
instead.

B Use the distinction

e H7T names health as the purpose of running.

o fithd: R B TN KA also places the purpose after the subject. A purpose is a
goal, not evidence that it has been achieved; [} explains a cause instead.
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B Try it with help closed

A person runs regularly to improve health. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: & T, fhErREH .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o MR N T AR U also places the purpose after the subject.

o A purpose is a goal, not evidence that it has been achieved; [K A explains a cause
instead.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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Conjunctions & conditions
HSK 3

Use the examples with their context and limits. Recall a sentence before reading
the model. Original teaching additions accompany examples adapted from Chinese
Grammar Wiki (AllSet Learning, CC BY-NC-SA); see the course reference provenance.

A E# B (or — in statements)

B A statement offers two acceptable drinks

» You say either tea or coffee is acceptable.

o FRERHMIMEERAFT. — 503 presents alternatives in a statement.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is A B B (or — in statements). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RIGHEE WIE.
wo he chd huo zhé ka fei
Word guide: & — I; 18 — drink; 2% — tea; B{3% — or; IIME — coffee.

B Read examples in context

« In the opening example, ZxBEWIMEERFT. : 5{3 presents alternatives in a state-
ment.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

® Know the boundary
o For a direct alternative question use if&: VRIBZIAEMIME? .

o A yes-or-no question can contain (¥, as in Zxa{FE MIMEESA] PAIG? ; questions are
not all the same type.

B Use the distinction

o B{F presents alternatives in a statement.
 For a direct alternative question use i 42: RMZIAZMIME? . A yes-or-no question
can contain B{F, as in 5l F MIMEER AT PARG? ; questions are not all the same type.
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B Try it with help closed

You say either tea or coffee is acceptable. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: 4585 MHEER T -
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o For a direct alternative question use if42: VRIEZSIAZMIHE? .

o A yes-or-no question can contain {3, as in Z5a{E MIMEAR AT AL ? ; questions
are not all the same type.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

FR4 ... (then / in that case)

B A reply follows a new piece of information

o A friend says everything is ready, so you suggest leaving.
o FPABRAIEI., — HF4 introduces a response based on what was just said.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is HFA ... (then / in that case). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

IRABATEM

na me wo men zou ba
Word guide: #F4 — then; 4] — we; & — go.

B Read examples in context

e In the opening example, IBAFRFIEM. 2. introduces a response based on
what was just said.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o This use means in that case, not degree as in A4 5.
o It does not itself indicate an exact future time; AFFATENM is a common shorter
reply.
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B Use the distinction

o #AR4 introduces a response based on what was just said.

o This use means in that case, not degree as in A4 H;. It does not itself indicate an
exact future time; APFR(TEM is a common shorter reply.

B Try it with help closed

A friend says everything is ready, so you suggest leaving. Close the examples. Say

a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: ARAFATENTE.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This use means in that case, not degree as in A4 5.

o It does not itself indicate an exact future time; AFFATEN is a common shorter
reply.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

R + Person + Verb (with someone)

B A conversation has a partner
e You talk with a friend rather than talk only about the friend.
o REBHAAMIR. — IR identifies the conversation partner.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is J§ + Person + Verb (with someone). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

REBAEHR .
wo gen péng you lido tian
Word guide: 3¢ — I; ¥R — with; & — friends; FI-K — chat.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, TIBIALWIEK . : A K identifies the conversation part-

ner.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o XTHIAKIIED means a topic about friends.
o B} in this use can often be replaced by Fl; another R in fR#FHfhE means follow
him, a different construction.

B Use the distinction

o PRAH/ identifies the conversation partner.

o XTHHANITE D means a topic about friends. ¥} in this use can often be replaced
by #1; another IR in JR#FH M means follow him, a different construction.

B Try it with help closed

You talk with a friend rather than talk only about the friend. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: FIRALABIK .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o XTHIANLES means a topic about friends.

o PR in this use can often be replaced by Fl; another §} in JR#FH M means follow

him, a different construction.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

A R B? (or — in questions)

B A direct choice question asks for an option

e You ask a guest which of two drinks they prefer.
o YRIBZRIERMIME? — i 52 connects the alternatives the guest should choose between.

B Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is A ¥ B? (or — in questions). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

PRIGHAE R ?
ni he chad hai shi ka fei
Word guide: ¥R — you; Mg — drink; 2% — tea; 82 — or; IfiIHE — coffee.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, {RIBZRIBZMIME? : A4 connects the alternatives the
guest should choose between.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary
o This is an alternative question, so no final % is needed in the basic frame.

o i~ also means still or had better in other uses; punctuation alone cannot deter-
mine every meaning.

B Use the distinction
o iAJ2 connects the alternatives the guest should choose between.

o This is an alternative question, so no final 1% is needed in the basic frame. if &
also means still or had better in other uses; punctuation alone cannot determine
every meaning.

B Try it with help closed

You ask a guest which of two drinks they prefer. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: {/RIEZ5iA 2 MIHE?

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o This is an alternative question, so no final 5 is needed in the basic frame.

e A2 also means still or had better in other uses; punctuation alone cannot

determine every meaning.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

*xF + Topic (about / regarding)

B A topic phrase can describe a book

* You identify a book whose subject is Chinese history.

o XR—AXTFTHEBEEHFE. — X TP EH L describes what the book is about.

B Build the form

o The pattern in this lesson is &F + Topic (about / regarding). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.
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RT2HE, RAFE.

guan yu zhe jian shi wo bu zhi dao

Word guide: ZF — about; iX — this; /4 — (measure word); F — matter; I, — I, & -
not; #1138 — know.

B Read examples in context
« In the opening example, XR—AXFHEFEHK T, : T HEFH describes
what the book is about.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

T can introduce a sentence topic or appear inside a noun modifier with H).

o It is not restricted to sentence-initial position. Identify the noun or clause whose
topic it supplies.

B Use the distinction
KT E Y describes what the book is about.

JF can introduce a sentence topic or appear inside a noun modifier with . It is
not restricted to sentence-initial position. Identify the noun or clause whose topic
it supplies.

B Try it with help closed

You identify a book whose subject is Chinese history. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: Xi&—2A =T /1 E A5 .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
e XF can introduce a sentence topic or appear inside a noun modifier with .
o It is not restricted to sentence-initial position. Identify the noun or clause whose
topic it supplies.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

B3 ..., .. A .. (all the way until)

B A late understanding begins at a boundary

e An explanation becomes clear to you only now.
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. HEIWE, BRAWHE. — EHF gives the boundary and 74" emphasises that under-

standing did not occur earlier.

B Build the form
« The pattern in this lesson is H3] ... , ... A .. (all the way until). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HIWE, RAWH.
zhi dao xian zai wo cdi ming bai
Word guide: B 2| — until; FI{E — now; F& — I; 4" — only then; A4 — understand.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, EBIIAE, RABHE. : EHF| gives the boundary and 74
emphasises that understanding did not occur earlier.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o FH.#| can also mark a continuing action’s endpoint without 7 Ff]— B 252+ 1.
o Avoid adding 7" mechanically when there is no delayed onset to emphasise.

B Use the distinction
o H ¥ gives the boundary and A4 emphasises that understanding did not occur
earlier.

e H#| can also mark a continuing action’s endpoint without #4: FAf1—E %2+
5. Avoid adding 4" mechanically when there is no delayed onset to emphasise.

B Try it with help closed

An explanation becomes clear to you only now. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. FExplain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: H2|FAE, FA B,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o H%| can also mark a continuing action’s endpoint without A FA1—E 53|+

IDN

o Avoid adding 4 mechanically when there is no delayed onset to emphasise.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.
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m] + Direction / Person + Verb (towards)

B An apology has a recipient

* You apologise to a friend rather than travel toward the friend.
o RifBERR. — M{th identifies the person to whom the apology is directed.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ] + Direction / Person + Verb (towards).
Locate it in the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

L =
xiang zuo zhudn

Word guide: [1] — towards; /& — left; ¥ — turn.

B Read examples in context

BANBE

wo men xidng ta Tué Ti

Word guide: FA{] — we; [a] — towards; fifi — him; 2%>] — learn.

 In the opening example, FJaJfbERK. : [ fth identifies the person to whom the
apology is directed.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o [n] works with physical directions and abstract targets.

o [afth2# >3] names a model to learn from; it does not mean physically walking toward
him.

B Use the distinction

e [a]fth identifies the person to whom the apology is directed.

o [n] works with physical directions and abstract targets. [Ffh2#>] names a model
to learn from; it does not mean physically walking toward him.
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B Try it with help closed

You apologise to a friend rather than travel toward the friend. Close the examples.
Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what
the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: F[a]fthiE 7.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o [n] works with physical directions and abstract targets.

o [H]fh2%>] names a model to learn from; it does not mean physically walking
toward him.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

HE .., B ... (as long as)

B A sufficient condition permits entry

o A venue says a valid ticket is enough to enter.
« HEAFE, BEB#%. — The rule presents having a ticket as sufficient for entry.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is RE ... , BE ... (as long as). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

HEZS), MBS .
zhi yao nu li jiu néng chéng gong
Word guide: H 3 — as long as; %% 7 — work hard; 3t — then; §& — can; JifZ}] — succeed.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, HEHE, gifE#FZE. : The rule presents having a ticket
as sufficient for entry.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o The statement claims sufficiency within the stated rule; it does not assert that
nobody can enter by any other authorised method.

o Contrast HAHFZE, AfeidtZ:, which makes a ticket necessary.
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B Use the distinction

e The rule presents having a ticket as sufficient for entry.

o The statement claims sufficiency within the stated rule; it does not assert that
nobody can enter by any other authorised method. Contrast G H 2, A fEit
7, which makes a ticket necessary.

B Try it with help closed

A venue says a valid ticket is enough to enter. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: HEHE  sifgedtZ.

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The statement claims sufficiency within the stated rule; it does not assert that
nobody can enter by any other authorised method.

o Contrast HAHFE, A feittZ:, which makes a ticket necessary.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

.y A .. (only then / only after)

B A required action comes before access

e You must finish registration before using an account.
o SEREM, ABHEHKS . — Registration is presented as a required condition

before use.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ... , 74 ... (only then / only after). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

W1, AR,
ni nu It cdi néng chéng gong
Word guide: R — you; %% 7 — work hard; 4" — only then; §& — can; Ji§Z}] — succeed.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, SEEHEM, A GBMEHMKS:. - Registration is presented as
a required condition before use.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

HSK 3 ¢ 7 Conjunctions & conditions



B Know the boundary
e The requirement does not promise that registration alone solves every obstacle.

e An account could still need approval; distinguish necessary conditions from suffi-
cient ones.

B Use the distinction

o Registration is presented as a required condition before use.

o The requirement does not promise that registration alone solves every obstacle. An
account could still need approval; distinguish necessary conditions from sufficient
ones.

B Try it with help closed

You must finish registration before using an account. Close the examples. Say a

Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the

lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try

again.

One possible response: 5N, A Ref K-S .

e My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

e The requirement does not promise that registration alone solves every obstacle.

o An account could still need approval; distinguish necessary conditions from suf-
ficient ones.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

HE ..., 7 ... (only if)

A necessary condition is not a complete recipe

o A venue permits entry only to people with tickets.
- HEABE, FfedEE. — Having a ticket is presented as necessary for entry.

® Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is HF ... , A .. (only if). Locate it in the original
interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RE%T, Z8sh.

zhi you nu Ii cdi néng chéng gong

Word guide: HA — only if; 3% J; — work hard; A4 — only then; fE — can; B¥) —
succeed.

HSK 3 ¢ 7 Conjunctions & conditions @



B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, REHFE, A 8B#E. : Having a ticket is presented as
necessary for entry.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e The rule need not say that a ticket alone is sufficient; identity checks may also be
required.

o HBifAE  whiEdEZ instead presents a ticket as enough under that stated rule.

B Use the distinction

» Having a ticket is presented as necessary for entry.

e The rule need not say that a ticket alone is sufficient; identity checks may also
be required. HEEAEE - wipEdEF: instead presents a ticket as enough under that
stated rule.

B Try it with help closed

A venue permits entry only to people with tickets. Close the examples. Say a
Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the
lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try
again.

One possible response: HAHE, A HEilt2,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o The rule need not say that a ticket alone is sufficient; identity checks may also

be required.

o HBAE  wifpeikZ: instead presents a ticket as enough under that stated rule.
o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.

BT ... # / B (except / besides)

B An exception differs from an addition

o All classmates arrived except one, and a multilingual student speaks English as
well as Chinese.

« BTHE, KEHERT. BT HX, WAKXFEIL. — AP helps mark the exception;
it helps mark the additional skill.
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B Build the form
e The pattern in this lesson is &7 ... #8 / #& (except / besides). Locate it in
the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

BT, RFEHERT .
chi le ta da jia dou lai le
Word guide: [T — except; fli — him; K% — everyone; & — all; 3¢ — come.

B Read examples in context

BRTHX, fhfe3es.

chii le Zhong wén ta hai hui Ying wén

Word guide: [T — besides; 13 — Chinese; ffi — he; & — also; & — can; # X —

English.

» In the opening example, BT, KFERKT . BRT 3, MEBLRXIEIC. : #L helps
mark the exception; iA helps mark the additional skill.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

e Read the whole predicate and context instead of treating a single partner word as
an infallible switch.

e The first sentence excludes him from the arrival claim; the second includes both

skills.

B Use the distinction
o #F helps mark the exception; iA helps mark the additional skill.

e Read the whole predicate and context instead of treating a single partner word as
an infallible switch. The first sentence excludes him from the arrival claim; the
second includes both skills.
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B Try it with help closed

All classmates arrived except one, and a multilingual student speaks English as well
as Chinese. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese.
Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model,
then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: i [ fth, KEHK T BT, b33,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.
e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Read the whole predicate and context instead of treating a single partner word
as an infallible switch.

o The first sentence excludes him from the arrival claim; the second includes both
skills.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

R .. BE (f )

B An invitation depends on free time

o A friend invites you to come if you are available.

o WRAREIATE, BRI, - 1975 closes the stated condition before the invitation.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is 8 ... BE (if ...). Locate it in the original interlinear
examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WRAIEETE, BRIE.
ri guo you shi jian de hua jiu ldi ba

Word guide: 3R — if; 5 — have; Bf[a] — time; )35 — (if); 5t — then; & — come.

B Read examples in context

o In the opening example, HISRAE BB BIE, BRI, : 1Y% closes the stated

condition before the invitation.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.
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B Know the boundary

o WA WIE], #iRIE is also natural.

o HYif is optional in this frame; it does not guarantee a polite tone regardless of the
rest of the sentence.

B Use the distinction
o 3% closes the stated condition before the invitation.
o WIRARE, HUSEIME is also natural. [ is optional in this frame; it does not

guarantee a polite tone regardless of the rest of the sentence.

B Try it with help closed

A friend invites you to come if you are available. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin

response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s

pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: UNHA R FTE, ST,

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o WARABE, BRI is also natural.

o Wi is optional in this frame; it does not guarantee a polite tone regardless of
the rest of the sentence.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

MR ... , B ... (if ..., then ...)

B A backup plan depends on rain

e The group plans not to go outside if it rains.
o WHRTW, RAIBEAZE. — Rain is the condition; not going is the planned conse-

quence.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is IR ... , Bk ... (if ..., then ..). Locate it in the
original interlinear examples below.

o Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

WRTW, BAE.
ri quo xid yu jiv bu qu
Word guide: #A5 — if; NI — rain; Bt — then; /N — not; % — go.
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B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, IR T, BATTEAZE . : Rain is the condition; not going
is the planned consequence.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o WERTR, FATAZE is also possible.
o 3 often makes the condition-result link explicit, but is not compulsory in every i
B sentence. No rain has been asserted yet.

B Use the distinction

» Rain is the condition; not going is the planned consequence.

o TN, FAIAZE is also possible. Ff often makes the condition-result link
explicit, but is not compulsory in every #15 sentence. No rain has been asserted
yet.

B Try it with help closed

The group plans not to go outside if it rains. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.

One possible response: {15 i, %ﬂ]/‘fjﬁf%

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o UMY, FM1AZ is also possible.

o 4l often makes the condition-result link explicit, but is not compulsory in every
5 sentence. No rain has been asserted yet.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.

Practise this pattern step by step.

AH ..., TH. ... (not only ... but also)

B Two points can concern different people

e You describe a household in which both siblings can speak Chinese.

o NMEFES Y, MHKKE S, — The second clause adds the sister’s ability to
the brother’s.
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B Build the form
 The pattern in this lesson is /MH ... , T H. ... (not only ... but also). Locate it
in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

XAFAERE, THFEZ.

zhé ge cai bu dan pidn yi ér qié hao chi

Word guide: X — this; /> — (measure word); 3£ — dish; AN{H — not only; {#'H — cheap;
1Ml H. — but also; Iz — tasty.

B Read examples in context
o In the opening example, NMEEFEF& T, TWHKEKRMS. : The second clause
adds the sister’s ability to the brother’s.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

B Know the boundary

o Place /A {H before the first subject when the subjects differ.

o With a shared subject, fiti A {HE&H 30, 1] H43E W is natural. The frame need not
always describe only one subject.

B Use the distinction

o The second clause adds the sister’s ability to the brother’s.

o Place ANH before the first subject when the subjects differ. With a shared subject,
fiAHS S, i H4%E X is natural. The frame need not always describe only

one subject.

B Try it with help closed

You describe a household in which both siblings can speak Chinese. Close the
examples. Say a Mandarin response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in
English what the lesson’s pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one
detail and try again.

One possible response: NMHEFEFS P, 1 HikF 2.
o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

e I can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.
o Place f~H before the first subject when the subjects differ.

o With a shared subject, fiAHSH13C, 1M H&93C is natural. The frame need
not always describe only one subject.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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B vs B (or: question vs statement)

B An embedded question still asks for a choice

e You do not know which drink a guest prefers.

o BAHGEAMIESIGEEMIME, — 1A 52 keeps the alternative choice inside the statement

of uncertainty.

B Build the form
o The pattern in this lesson is ¥R vs B (or: question vs statement). Locate
it in the original interlinear examples below.

e Keep the words in their demonstrated positions; the pattern must fit the intended
situation as well as the sentence form.

RIGFRIE R W ?
ni he cha hav shi ka fei
Word guide: 4} — you; Mg — drink; Z% — tea; A2 — or; IIME — coffee.

B Read examples in context

FREEIMHERRAT .

chd huo zhé ka fei dou xing

Word guide: %% — tea; {3 — or; MIME — coffee; & — both; 47 — fine.

o In the opening example, WRAHIEWIFIABRMIME, : i£2 keeps the alternative
choice inside the statement of uncertainty.

o Explain who acts, what is described and which time or group is relevant before
choosing an English paraphrase.

® Know the boundary

o Compare 58 F MIMEERST, a statement offering acceptable options.

o Choose iA42 for an alternative question, including an embedded one, rather than
using the whole sentence’s final punctuation alone.

B Use the distinction

o ifJE keeps the alternative choice inside the statement of uncertainty.

o Compare 5B H MIMEELST, a statement offering acceptable options. Choose if
f& for an alternative question, including an embedded one, rather than using the
whole sentence’s final punctuation alone.
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B Try it with help closed

You do not know which drink a guest prefers. Close the examples. Say a Mandarin
response, then write it in Chinese. Explain briefly in English what the lesson’s
pattern adds. Compare with the model, then change one detail and try again.
One possible response: FANHIE fil e Z5 8 2 MMME .

o My response conveys a message that fits the opening situation.

o [ can explain the meaning of the pattern, rather than only naming it.

o Compare Z55{ Z MIMEERST, a statement offering acceptable options.

o Choose A4 for an alternative question, including an embedded one, rather than
using the whole sentence’s final punctuation alone.

o [ tried a second response with a name, time, place, or description changed.
Practise this pattern step by step.
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