HSK 0 - Light syllables and common tone changes

Pre-HSK foundations; classroom examples, not official exam items.




HSK 0 - Light syllables and common tone changes

Lazy mouth, careful ears

Lazy mouth, careful ears: syllables lighten and tones bend when they meet.
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The light tap

Strong beat, light tap
3838 mama: MA-ma.
515t xiéxie: XIE-xie.
#% baba: BA-ba.
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A rises

Two falls are clumsy

A2 (bd shi): not is.

AZ (bd qu): not go.

AHF (bu hdo), ARG (bu he): stays bu.
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— bends

Alone y1; bending in company

—/ (yi g&): before a fourth tone, yi.

—X (yi tian), —F (yi niédn): before others, yi.
% — keeps y1: ordinal, no bending.
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Double third

Written ni hdo, spoken ni hao
{5 8F written ni h3o, spoken ni h3o.
1R¥F written h&n h3o, spoken hén h3o.

The writing keeps the marks; only the mouth changes.
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Watch out

A neutral tap is shorter than a quiet full tone, and never carries a mark.

{RYF keeps its written tones; retrain the ear, not the spelling.
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Check yourself

Four checks
Which syllable of $835 is the light tap?

AE: buor ba?
—N: T, yior yi?

{RYF written ni hdo: what does the mouth do?



