HSK 0 - Hear and practise the four tones

Pre-HSK foundations; classroom examples, not official exam items.
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The tune is the word

The tone IS the word: ma can be mother, hemp, horse or scold, and the tune
decides which.
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The hand map

Hold, sweep, dip, chop

Tone 1 38: hold high, still.

Tone 2 Jfk: sweep up like a question.

Tone 3 & drop, then lift. Tone 4 5: chop down like a no.
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Where the mark sits

The main vowel wins

ma: the mark sits on a.
hdo: on the a. zhong: on the o.

In ao the mark goes on a; in ui it goes on i.
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Meaning rides the tune

Buy, sell, and the market
3 (mai) buy: tone 3, dipping.
52 (mai) sell: tone 4, falling.

Ask for mai when you mean mai, and you are selling what you meant to buy.
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Watch out

Tone 3 is often just low in real speech, not a full down-up.

Do not give every second syllable tone 2 because English questions rise.
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Check yourself

Four checks
Which tone is the question tune?

Which tone chops down like a no?
Buy: mai or mai?

Where does the mark sit in hao?



