HSK 0 - Find your first sounds

Pre-HSK foundations; classroom examples, not official exam items.
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A map, not English

Pinyin is a map, not English: learn the sounds the letters stand for, not the ones
you guess.
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Two-part syllables

The initial launches, the final carries
%5 (ma): initial m + final a.
Hi (zhong): initial zh + final ong.

2 (an): all final, no initial.
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The tissue test

Flap or still

J\ (ba) eight: no puff. g (pa) afraid: puff.
X (da) big: no puff. i (t3) he: puff.

SF (g€) brother: no puff. ;& (ké) thirsty: puff.
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Three hisses

Flat, curled, smiling
M (si) four: tongue flat, thin s.
= (shi) to be: tongue curled, fat s.

7 (X7) west: tongue high and forward, smiling s.
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Watch out

Do not read pinyin as English: xi is not zee, qi is not kee.

The tissue is your cheapest teacher: use it for every new pair.
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Check yourself

Four checks
What two parts make every syllable?

Which letters flap the tissue?
Which hiss is the smiling one?

Name the initial and final of 3.



