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Chinese Foundations - Vocabulary in context

Write each word once. B8N BRI E —iH o

Vocabulary and example Write it

initial &Lk
Initial F=E}: the quick launch at the front of the syllable (m in ma).

final #+H):

Final #J£}: the vowel part that carries the syllable, loud and long (a in
ma).

a map, not English #i&, ~23E

Pinyin letters map Chinese sounds; never read them as English (xi is
not zee).

mother g

7% (ma) mother: high flat first tone, one beat.

Central; middle #
H (zhong) middle: the heavy curled j starts it.

peace; safe 4

2 (an) peace: all final, no initial at all.

eight /\

J\ (ba) eight: b with no puff; p would flap the tissue.

to fear Ifj

1 (pa) afraid: fourth tone chopping down.

big K
K (da) big: the d stays still, no puff.
he; him i

fiy (ta) he: t flaps the tissue, d would not.

elder brother

HF (ge) elder brother: first tone, high and flat.
thirsty &

¥y (ké) thirsty: third tone, dip then lift.
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Vocabulary and example Write it

four g
PO (s1) four: the thin flat hiss with the tongue low.

to be &

42 (shi) to be: the curled fat hiss.

west 7Y

74 (x1) west: the smiling hiss, tongue high and forward.
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