Radiation attenuation, laser gain and

cavity modes
GRE Subject Test - GRE Physics - Vocabulary in context

Word Example
p
i populatlon mversion Pumping helps create the population inversion
/ popjo'lerfn m'va:fn/ needed for laser gain.
WMy attenuation /s tenjurerfn/ Increase the shielding thickness to increase

narrow-beam attenuation.

g half-value layer /nhaf'valju: leo/ Three half-value layers transmit one eighth of the
narrow beam.

[]I] cavity modes A laser’s mirrors allow only certain cavity modes.

stimulated emission Stimulated emission makes a second photon
identical to the first.
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