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Sentence equivalence: fitting context and matching complete meanings

8. Read the evidence and choose a method

Read the evidence and choose a method

Compare the remaining plausible pair for scope and tone. Small versus negligible,
uncertain versus impossible, or critical versus hostile may differ in strength. If the
passage supports modest gains, do not infer that no gains occurred. Keep a vocabulary
record with the contextual sense and one contrasting use rather than learning isolated
translation pairs only.
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Figure 11: Worked reasoning

Open acknowledgement of gaps ->

Needed meaning: direct and
honest

—

Candid AND forthright ->

Style and hostility do not fit

Check the labelled values and conditions.
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16. Reasoning and check

Reasoning and check

B and D. Both make operation readily understandable in this context, supported by
unaided new users. Cumbersome and unwieldy form a tempting negative pair but
conflict with the evidence and contrast. Delicate concerns fragility or care, and novel
concerns newness; neither matches ease of operation. Equivalent completed meanings
matter more than choosing a dictionary synonym pair in isolation.
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Exercise 2.1

2.1 Select exactly two of six options: “The curator openly acknowledged gaps in the
records; her account was therefore unusually about what remained unknown.” A.
candid B. evasive C. ornate D. forthright E. repetitive F. hostile

3 Exam-style questions
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Exercise 2.1

2.1 Select exactly two of six options: “The curator openly acknowledged gaps in the
records; her account was therefore unusually about what remained unknown.” A.
candid B. evasive C. ornate D. forthright E. repetitive F. hostile

3 Exam-style questions

2.1 A and D. Candid and forthright both express openness about uncertainty. Evasive
reverses the meaning. Ornate describes style; repetitive describes recurrence; hostile adds
an unsupported attitude. The sentence praises direct acknowledgement, not certainty
about every detail.
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Exercise 3.1

3.1 Select exactly two of six options: “Despite its imposing appearance, the device proved
remarkably to operate; first-time users completed the procedure without assis-
tance.” A. cumbersome B. intuitive C. unwieldy D. straightforward E. delicate F. novel
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Exercise 3.1

3.1 Select exactly two of six options: “Despite its imposing appearance, the device proved
remarkably to operate; first-time users completed the procedure without assis-
tance.” A. cumbersome B. intuitive C. unwieldy D. straightforward E. delicate F. novel

3.1 B and D. Both make operation readily understandable in this context, supported
by unaided new users. Cumbersome and unwieldy form a tempting negative pair but
conflict with the evidence and contrast. Delicate concerns fragility or care, and novel
concerns newness; neither matches ease of operation. Equivalent completed meanings
matter more than choosing a dictionary synonym pair in isolation.

Local review checklist: follow every response instruction; support the answer with the
stated evidence; explain rejected alternatives or an opposing view; check scope, restric-
tions and clarity. For writing, this is a formative checklist, not an official rubric score.



