Study Skills for Independent Learning

GACO003-aligned support; the centre's current assessment brief sets requirements.




Study Skills for Independent Learning

A useful record changes your next action

m Activity: | kept a journal.
m Evidence: | plotted points but could not explain the slope.

m Next action: try a new explanation, then record a check.



Study Skills for Independent Learning

Your centre sets the assessment requirements

m Reflective learning journal: learning evidence and later checks.

Semester planner: tasks, dependencies and available time.

Curriculum vitae (CV) and personal statement: truthful experience and interests.

m Coursework: retain drafts, feedback and agreed changes.
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Describe, evaluate, plan

m Describe: task, action and conditions.
m Evaluate: what the result shows and what is still uncertain.

m Plan: a feasible change, understanding check and review point.
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Preferences are not permanent ability labels

A learning style can describe a preference.

Helpful diagrams do not prove that reading cannot work.

Multiple intelligences can prompt practice options.

Neither label permits avoiding a required task.
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Chen checks a possible explanation

m Four points plotted correctly; slope explanation unclear in English.
m Vocabulary is a possible cause, not an established cause.

m No first-language explanation has yet been recorded.
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A bounded result leads to another check

m Partner identifies the steeper

Monday observation Thursday first check Segment bUt cannot repeat its
Correct points; Term list; reason
no slope reason still missing reason.
m Chen adds the link between
Same partner . i
Revision: link vertical repeats reason vertical and horizontal changes.
and horizontal changes One graph; term
list still used m The same partner repeats the
Next check: another graph without the term list reason with su pport.

Record the result before making a wider claim

m Next: another graph without the
term list.
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Build the semester plan from fixed commitments

m Record assessment deadlines and fixed commitments first.
m Break an outcome into tasks and estimate their duration.

m Mark dependencies: data before draft; feedback before revision.
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Count backwards, then check exact dates

m Due at the start of week 10; needs three full weeks.
m Start date: begin by the start of week 7.

m Check exact days, dependencies and genuinely available hours.
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Collisions, urgency, importance and buffers

m A collision uses the same time, even in a quiet submission week.
m Urgent: action needed soon. Important: consequences matter.
m Assessment weight is one factor; required small tasks still matter.

m Put a buffer before the risk; raise an impossible plan early.
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Mei's feedback cutoff constrains the report

Check data
1 hour

Draft Revise
2 hours 1 hour

Send draft by Friday, week 7
Comments return Monday, week 8

Revision uses the returned comments
Report deadline: Friday, week 8

Data check: 1 h. Draft: 2 h.
Revision: 1 h.

Draft by Friday week 7; comments
Monday week 8.

Report due Friday week 8.

Starting the draft in week 8
misses this feedback arrangement.



Study Skills for Independent Learning

A to-do list becomes a working schedule

m To-do list: name the tasks.
m Schedule: put tasks in available time and a place.

m Add a starting action, required materials and an outcome check.
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Arun’s 45-minute block

Prepare
Brief and notes

Draft
Own
explanation

Check
Against
evidence

Record what remains
Equipment sentence needs correction

A completed block is not proof of readiness

m Preview 5; draft 15; check 10;
revise 5 minutes.

m Record next action 5; break 5
minutes.

m Total: 45 minutes, including the
break.
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The timer does not approve the paragraph

m Repeated measurements are explained; equipment sentence differs.
m Compare with notes, correct the sentence and check the correction.

m If no further slot exists, ask early about a permitted arrangement.
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Investigate procrastination without a permanent label

m Procrastination: delaying intended action.

Check instructions, materials and competing commitments.

Try a specific first action and record the result.

Several simultaneous changes do not identify one cause.
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Read the actual higher education handbook

m Lecture: often a larger-group presentation.
m Seminar: often discussion. Tutorial: often prepared-work guidance.
m Names do not fix attendance, preparation or assessment rules.

m Read the course handbook and current brief.
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Integrity includes permitted help and acknowledgement

m Academic integrity: honest work, permitted help, acknowledged sources.
m Plagiarism: presenting another person’s words or ideas as your own.

m Citation does not automatically permit copied assessed work.
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Referencing connects a claim to its source

Citation: point from a claim to the source.

Bibliography: full source entries in the required style.

Check that each cited claim actually comes from that source.

Library and databases: check relevance and evidence, not ease of citation.
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Records and advisers have specific roles

m Transcript: academic results.
m Grade point average (GPA): read the local scale and calculation rules.
m No universal admissions guarantee follows from a GPA.

m Academic advisers: specific questions and confirmed arrangements.
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Teacher silence is not feedback

m No comment does not establish correct, incorrect or unread.
m Compare the draft with the task criteria.

m Ask about one precise unresolved point.
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Independent learning needs an observable goal

Take responsibility for preparation, progress and review.

Use permitted support; independence does not mean isolation.

Learning goal: explain the water cycle without notes, then compare with a
diagram.

m Study science names an activity but leaves the check unclear.
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Revise an activity goal into a learning check

Read ten pages measures activity.
m Read the section, explain three stages without looking, then check.

Group study: prepared explanations checked against course material.

m Confidence and persuasion do not establish correctness.
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Active recall and spaced practice

m Active recall: retrieve before looking; check and correct afterwards.

Spaced practice: use separate sessions and check retention.

Unchecked recall can repeat a mistake.

No fixed interval suits every task automatically.
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Cornell notes make questions from information

m Note-taking selects useful information and relationships.
m Cornell method: notes, cue questions and a summary.

m Answer the cues without notes, then check your response.
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A truthful CV bounds your contribution

Follow requested CV length, format and contents.

Include held qualifications and identify your own contribution.

Leaflet: your text; another student’s layout and photos.

Two readers missed the date; move it and check again.
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Personal statement and final review

m Personal statement: interest, specific experience and reasoned next step.
m Choose one strategy and a task where you will try it.
m Name evidence, one limitation and your next decision if difficulty remains.

®m An honest plan can improve; no technique guarantees marks.
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Check yourself

m Mei starts her draft in week 8. What arrangement has she missed?
m Chen explains one graph with a term list. What should the record claim?
m A draft has no teacher comment. What can the student conclude?

m Choose a next check for your own learning goal.



