can

English A1 - Vocabulary in context

Word

Example

@ ability /o'bilati/

E) permission /ps'min/
requests /rrkwests/
hui (can, skill) /hjui/

kéyi (may, can)

néng (able) /nem/

i8

I can swim (wo hui...)

/a1 kaen swim/

Can I go now? (wo kéyi...)

/keen a1 gov nav/
polite /pa'latt/

formal /foml/

O ¢ © B

hui shuo (can speak)

It will rain tomorrow
(mingtian hui...)

D

Do

triangle /'traieengl/

Swimming is an ability.

Ask for permission: “Can I go out?”
“Can I go out?”

“Can you help me?” is one of many requests.
“Can you help me?”

Chinese hui (can, skill) is “can”: T can swim.

“can” I can swim

Chinese kéyi (may, can) is “can” or “may”: Can I sit
here?

Chinese néng (able) is “can”: I can come tomorrow.

“can” I can come tomorrow

I can swim (wo hui...).

“Can I go now? (w0 kéyi...)” “Yes, you can.”

“ M4 »

“Please” is polite.
“Please”

“Good morning, Mr Lee” is formal.
“Good morning, Mr Lee”

Chinese hui shuo (can speak) is “can speak”: I can
speak English.
“can speak”

It will rain tomorrow (mingtian hui...).

She plays the triangle.
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Word Example

D register /'redzista/ Say “Hello” to a teacher and “Hi” to a friend: this is a
change of register.
“Hello” (CHi”
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