The verb to be
English A1 - Vocabulary in context

Word

Example

9 I am a student /atam o 'stju:dent/

gs

Q

to be Jtabiz/

negat ive /'negativ/

shape-shifter /ferp ifts/

plural /ploersl/

contractions /ksn'trekfnz/

register /'redzista/

informal /m'forml/

formal /foml/

apostrophe /o'postrofi/

ﬂipS /flips/

Are you a student?
/Ja:ju: 8 'stju:dent/

You are really a student?

/ju: a: 'riali a 'stju:dant/

We use to be (am, is, are) to say who someone is.
(am. is. are)

“I am a student,” said Tom.

4 ”

“I am not tired” is a negative sentence.
“I am not tired”

In the story, the shape-shifter turns into a cat.

“Desks” is the plural of “desk”.
“Desks”  “desk”

”»

“I'm” and “she’s” are contractions.

“T'm? “she’s”

Say “Hello” to a teacher and “Hi” to a friend: this is a
change of register.
LLHellO77 lLHi77

“Hi!” is informal.
“Hi! ”

“Good morning, Mr Lee” is formal.
“Good morning, Mr Lee”

The apostrophe in “don’t” shows a missing letter.
“don’t??

In a question, the order flips: “you are” becomes “are
”
you”.

“you are” “are you”
“Are you a student?” “Yes, I am.”
[ N ”
“You are really a student?” “Yes, really!”
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Example

adjectives /'edziktivz/
He is very tall /hi: 1z 'veri to:l/

;l He is a teacher /hiizs 'titfs/

@ He is very happy
/hi: 1z 'veri 'heepi/

“Big” and “red” are adjectives.
“Big” “I‘edﬁ
He is very tall: he can touch the ceiling.

He is a teacher at my school.

He is very happy today.
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