PEARSON EDEXCEL - INTERNATIONAL GCSE - BIOLOGY . EXERCISE
SHEET

3.1 Reproduction

Name: - Class: _ Date: - Total: 27 marks

Objective

Build the skills to answer exam questions on reproduction in plants and humans

: sexual and asexual reproduction, flowers and pollination, fertilisa-
tion, seeds and germination, human reproductive systems, the menstrual cycle and the
placenta.

You must be able to:

o compare sexual and asexual reproduction
« compare insect-pollinated and wind-pollinated flowers
« describe the roles of hormones in the menstrual cycle

o analyse a germination investigation
1 Key knowledge and worked examples

B Reproduction

idea rule

sexual reproduction two parents; gametes fuse at fertilisation; offspring
vary

asexual reproduction one parent; no gametes; offspring are clones (identical)

insect-pollinated flowers large, coloured petals, scent and nectar; sticky stigma
inside the flower; sticky pollen

wind-pollinated flowers small dull petals; anthers and feathery stigmas hang
outside; light, smooth pollen

menstrual cycle about 28 days; bleeding from day 1; ovulation about
day 14

percentage germination  seeds that germinated + seeds planted x100

Worked example 1: percentage germination. 18 of 25 seeds germinate. Find
the percentage.

1. Known: 18 out of 25.
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2. Rule: germinated + planted x100.
3. Numbers: 18 = 25 x 100.
4. Result: 72%.

Worked example 2: the cycle. A woman’s period starts on 3 March and her cycle
is 28 days. Estimate the day she ovulates.

1. Known: day 1 is 3 March.

2. Rule: ovulation is about day 14.

3. Numbers: 3+ 13 = 16.

4. Result: about 16 March.

Answer shapes: for a hormone, say where it is made and what it does.

2 Practice

2.1 Name the male gamete of a flowering plant and the part of the flower where it is
made. 2]

2.2 Give the three conditions that seeds need to germinate. [2

777

2.3 Name two substances that pass from the mother to the fetus across the placenta.

)

3 Exam-style questions

3.1 Describe what happens from pollination to the formation of a seed. 3

1o



3.2 Explain the roles of oestrogen and progesterone in the menstrual cycle.

level

3.3 A student puts 20 bean seeds into each of four tubes, A to D, and leaves them for 5
days. The conditions and results are shown.

(a) Calculate the percentage germination in tubes A and C.

o
)
tube conditions germinated
water, air, 25°C 18
dry, air, 25°C 0
A B C D

water, air, 4°C
boiled water, oil layer, 25°C

2
0

(b) Explain the results in tubes B and D.
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(c) After 5 days the roots in tube A have a mean length of 24 mm, and in tube C 3 mm.

Calculate the mean growth rate of the roots in tube A in mm per day, and explain why
the roots in C grew more slowly. 3]

(d) Describe an investigation to find how temperature affects the percentage germination
of bean seeds.

[6]



