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Mixed D1 practice

Objective
Combine the unit’s algorithms on fuller problems: sorting with packing, networks with
routes, and formulation with graphical solution (objectives 1.1–5.3).

1 Key knowledge and worked examples
Combinations that recur. Sort-then-pack (first-fit decreasing needs the sorted
list). Complete a shortest-distance table by inspection/Dijkstra before nearest neigh-
bour. Gantt charts after the forward/backward passes. Integer vertex checks after
the graphical optimum.

Worked example (original). Items 6, 4, 7, 3, 5 in bins of capacity 10: sorted
descending 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, then first-fit: 7→b1 (7), 6→b1 fails (13 > 10) → b2 (6),
5→b1 fails (12), b2 fails (11) → b3 (5), 4→b1 fails (11) → b2 (10), 3→b1 (10): bins
(7,3), (6,4), (5) – 3 bins. The total weight 25 with capacity 10 forces at least 3 bins,
so this packing is optimal.

2 Practice
2.1 Quick sort 5, 9, 2, 6, stating each pivot and the list after each partition. [3]

Pearson Edexcel ·International A-Level ·Further Mathematics • 10.6 Mixed D1 practice 1



2.2 A network has edges RS 4, ST 1, RT 3, SU 5, TU 2. Find the MST by Prim from
R. [3]

2.3 For the constraints 2x+ y ≤ 10, x+ y ≤ 8, x, y ≥ 0: maximise x+ 2y by the vertex
method. [4]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 (Original.) A rescue team must inspect every road between villages P, Q, R, S, T
starting and ending at P. The roads and their lengths (km) are PQ 4, QR 2, RS 3, ST
5, PR 6, PS 2, QT 4, RT 1. (a) Find the total of all the road lengths. (b) Identify the
odd-degree villages. (c) Find the least-weight pairing of the odd villages, listing every
pairing. (d) Find the length of the shortest inspection route. [10]
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3.2 (Original.) A project has activities A (2), B (5), C (3 after A), D (4 after B), E
(2 after C and D), F (1 after A). (a) Find the project duration and the critical path.
(b) Find the total float of F. (c) The network is redrawn as a linear program limiting
”workers on day 1” – the LP is maximise W = x+ y with x
le3, y
le2, x+ y
le4: solve it and state the integer optimum. [9]
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