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Glossary ·every term in the course, A–Z

English

abiotic
/ˌæbɪˈɒtɪk/
absolute uncertainty
/ˈæbsəluːt ʌnˈsɜːtənti/
absorption spectrum
/əbˈsɔːpʃn ˈspektrəm/
abundance
/əˈbʌndəns/
acrosome
/ˈækrəʊsəʊm/
actin
/ˈæktɪn/
action spectrum
/ˈækʃn ˈspektrəm/
active
/ˈæktɪv/
active site
/ˈæktɪv saɪt/
Active transport
/ˈæktɪv ˈtrænspɔːt/
ADH
/ˌeɪ diː ˈeɪtʃ/
Adrenaline
/əˈdrenəlɪn/
all-or-nothing
/ɔːl ɔː ˈnʌθɪŋ/
allele frequency
/əˈliːl ˈfriːkwənsi/
allopatric
/ˌæləˈpætrɪk/
amylopectin
/ˈæmɪləʊpktɪn/
amylose
/ˈæmɪləʊs/
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English

and
/ænd/

t

anomalous
/əˈnɒmələs/
anomalous result
/əˈnɒmələs rɪˈzʌlt/
antibodies
/ˈæntɪbɒdiz/
Anticoagulants
/ˌæntɪkəʊˈæɡjʊlənts/
anticodons
/ˌæntɪˈkəʊdɒnz/
antigens
/ˈæntɪdʒenz/
Antihypertensives
/ˌæntɪˌhaɪpəˈtensɪvz/
Aseptic

aseptic technique
/æˈseptɪk tekˈniːk/
Atherosclerosis
/ˌæθəˌrɒskləˈrəʊsɪs/

ATP synthase
/ˌeɪ tiː ˈpiː ˈsɪnθeɪs/

ATP

Atrial systole
/ˈeɪtrɪəl ˈsɪstəʊl/
Auxin
/ˈɔːksɪn/
axes
/ˈæksɪz/
B memory cells
/biː ˈmeməri selz/

B

bactericidal
/ˌbæktərɪˈsaɪdl/
Bacteriostatic
/bækˌtɪərɪəˈstætɪk/
bar chart
/bɑː tʃɑːt/
Bioinformatics
/ˌbaɪəʊɪnfɔːˈmætɪks/
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English

blastocyst
/ˈblæstəsɪst/
Blood pressure
/blʌd ˈpreʃə/
Bohr effect
/ˈbəʊə ɪˈfekt/
Bowman’s capsule
/ˈbəʊmənz ˈkæpsjuːl/
calcium
/ˈkælsɪəm/
capsid
/ˈkæpsɪd/
capsule
/ˈkæpsjuːl/
carbon fixation

cell wall
/sel wɔːl/
Cellular
/ˈseljʊlə/
cerebellum
/ˌserɪˈbeləm/
cerebral hemispheres
/ˈserɪbrəl ˈhemɪsfɪəz/
chemiosmosis
/ˌkemɪəzˈməʊsɪs/
climax community
/ˈklaɪmæks kəˈmjuːnɪti/
collecting duct
/kəˈlektɪŋ dʌkt/
colonies

colorimeter
/ˌkʌləˈrɪmɪtə/
community
/kəˈmjuːnɪti/
Competitive inhibitors
/kəmˈpetɪtɪv ɪnˈhɪbɪtəz/
Condensation
/kɒndenˈseɪʃn/
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English

confounders
/kənˈfaʊndəz/
contamination
/kənˌtæmɪˈneɪʃn/
continuous
/kənˈtɪnjuːəs/
control treatment
/kənˈtrəʊl ˈtriːtmənt/
control variable
/kənˈtrəʊl ˈveərɪəbl/
cooperative binding
/kəʊˈɒpərətɪv ˈbaɪndɪŋ/
coordinate
/kəʊˈɔːdɪnət/
correlation
/ˌkɒrɪˈleɪʃn/
Correlation is not
causation.
/ˌkɒrɪˈleɪʃn ɪz nɒt kɔːˈseɪʃn/
corridors
/ˈkɒrɪdɔːz/
cortical reaction
/ˈkɔːtɪkl rɪˈækʃn/
critical value
/ˈkrɪtɪkl ˈvæljuː/
Crossing over
/ˈkrɒsɪŋ ˈəʊvə/
cyclic
photophosphorylation
/ˈsaɪklɪk ˌfəʊtəʊˌfɒsfɔːrɪˈleɪʃn/
cytokinesis
/ˌsaɪtəkəˈniːsɪs/
deaminated
/ˈdiːmɪneɪtɪd/
death
/deθ/
degenerate
/dɪˈdʒenəreɪt/
degrees of freedom
/dɪˈɡriːz ɒv ˈfriːdəm/
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deletion
/dɪˈliːʃn/
dendrochronology
/ˌdendrəkrəˈnɒlədʒi/
dependent variable
/dɪˈpendənt ˈveərɪəbl/
Diastole
/ˈdaɪəstəʊl/
differential gene expression
/ˌdɪfəˈrenʃl dʒiːn ekˈspreʃn/
Diffusion
/dɪˈfjuːʒn/
dilution factor

dilution plating
/daɪˈluːʃn ˈpleɪtɪŋ/
diploid
/ˈdɪplɔɪd/
dipole
/ˈdaɪpəʊl/
directional selection
/daɪˈrekʃənl sɪˈlekʃn/
DNA polymerase
/ˌdiː en ˈeɪ ˌpɒlɪməˈreɪz/

DNA

dopamine
/ˈdɒpəmiːn/
double fertilisation
/ˈdʌbl ˌfɜːtɪlaɪˈzeɪʃn/
ecosystem
/ˈiːkəʊsɪstəm/
egg
/eɡ/
electron carriers

endemic
/enˈdemɪk/
endothelium
/ˌendəʊˈθiːlɪəm/
enhanced greenhouse effect
/enˈhænst ˈɡriːnhaʊs ɪˈfekt/
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English

enzyme
/ˈenzaɪm/
Epigenetics
/ˌepɪdʒɪˈnetɪks/
error bars
/ˈerə bɑːz/
ester bonds
/ˈestə bɒndz/
Ethics
/ˈeθɪks/
eukaryotic
/ˌjuːkərɪˈɒtɪk/
Facilitated diffusion
/fəˈsɪlɪteɪtɪd dɪˈfjuːʒn/
fibrin
/ˈfɪbrɪn/
fibrinogen
/ˈfɪbrɪnədʒn/
flagellum
/fləˈdʒeləm/
fluid mosaic model
/ˈfluːɪd məˈseɪɪk ˈmɒdl/

frameshift
/ˈfreɪmʃɪft/
Gel electrophoresis
/dʒel ɪˌlektrəʊfɔːˈriːsɪs/
Genetic screening
/dʒɪˈnetɪk ˈskriːnɪŋ/
gibberellins
/ˌdʒɪbəˈrelɪnz/
global warming potential
/ˈɡləʊbl ˈwɔːmɪŋ pəˈtenʃl/
glycogen
/ˈɡlaɪkədʒn/
Glycolysis
/ɡlaɪˈkɒləsɪs/
glycosidic bond
/ˌɡlaɪkəˈsɪdɪk bɒnd/
gradient
/ˈɡreɪdɪənt/
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graticule
/ˈɡrætɪkjuːl/
Gross primary productivity
/ɡrəʊs ˈpraɪməri ˌprɒdəkˈtɪvɪti/
habitat
/ˈhæbɪtæt/
Habituation
/ˌhæbɪtʃuːˈeɪʃn/
haploid
/ˈhæplɔɪd/
Hardy–Weinberg equation
/ˈhɑːdi ˈwaɪnbɜːɡ ɪˈkweɪʒn/

–

herd immunity
/hɜːd ɪˈmjuːnɪti/
heterozygosity index
/ˌhetrəʊzɪˈɡɒsɪti ˈɪndeks/
HIV
/ˌeɪtʃ aɪ ˈviː/

Homeostasis
/ˌhəʊmiːəˈstɑːsiz/
Humoral
/ˈhjuːmərəl/
hydrogen bonds
/ˈhaɪdrədʒn bɒndz/
Hydrolysis
/haɪˈdrɒləsɪs/
hypothalamus
/ˌhaɪpəʊˈθælæməs/
hypothesis
/haɪˈpɒθəsɪs/
Independent assortment
/ˌɪndɪˈpendənt əˈsɔːtmənt/
independent variable
/ˌɪndɪˈpendənt ˈveərɪəbl/
Index of diversity
/ˈɪndeks ɒv daɪˈvɜːsɪti/
induced-fit
/ɪnˈdjuːst fɪt/
informed consent
/ɪnˈfɔːmd kənˈsent/
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insertion
/ɪnˈsɜːʃn/
insulin
/ˈɪnsjuːlɪn/
investigation
/ɪnˌvestɪˈɡeɪʃn/
Krebs cycle
/krebz ˈsaɪkl/
lactate
/ˈlækteɪt/
lag
/læɡ/
ligament
/ˈlɪɡəmənt/
ligase
/ˈlɪɡeɪs/
light-dependent reactions
/laɪt dɪˈpendənt rɪˈækʃnz/
light-independent reactions
/laɪt ˌɪndɪˈpendənt rɪˈækʃnz/
Limitations
/ˌlɪmɪˈteɪʃnz/
Limiting factors
/ˈlɪmɪtɪŋ ˈfæktəz/
line graph
/laɪn ɡræf/
Link reaction
/lɪŋk rɪˈækʃn/

log
/lɒɡ/
loop of Henle
/luːp ɒv ˈhenl/
magnesium
/mæɡˈniːzɪəm/
magnification
/ˌmæɡnɪfɪˈkeɪʃn/
mass transport
/mæs ˈtrænspɔːt/
medulla oblongata
/ˈmedʌlə ˌɒblɒnˈɡɑːtə/
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Meiosis
/meɪˈəʊsɪs/
methylation
/ˌmeθɪˈleɪʃn/
Microarrays
/ˈmaɪkrəʊəreɪz/
microfibrils
/ˈmaɪkrəʊfɪbrəlz/
minute ventilation
/ˈmɪnɪt ˌventɪˈleɪʃn/
Mitosis
/maɪˈtəʊsɪs/
mitotic index
/maɪˈtɒtɪk ˈɪndeks/
mononucleotide
/ˈmɒnəʊnjuːklɪɒtaɪd/
mRNA
/em ˌɑːˌreˈneɪ/
Mutations
/mjuːˈteɪʃnz/
Mycobacterium
tuberculosis
/ˌmaɪkəbəkˈtɪərɪəm ˌtjuːbəkjʊˈləʊsɪs/
myelinated
/maɪˈelɪneɪtɪd/
myofibrils
/ˈmaɪəfɪbrəlz/
myogenic
/ˌmaɪəʊˈdʒenɪk/
myosin
/ˈmaɪəsɪn/
negative correlation
/ˈneɡətɪv ˌkɒrɪˈleɪʃn/
Negative feedback
/ˈneɡətɪv ˈfiːdbæk/
nephron
/ˈnefrɒn/
net primary productivity
/net ˈpraɪməri ˌprɒdəkˈtɪvɪti/
niche
/niːʃ/
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English

nitrate
/ˈnaɪtreɪt/
nociceptors
/ˈnɒsaɪsptəz/
non-competitive inhibitors
/nɒn kəmˈpetɪtɪv ɪnˈhɪbɪtəz/
non-overlapping
/nɒn ˌəʊvəˈlæpɪŋ/
Null hypothesis
/nʌl haɪˈpɒθəsɪs/
organ systems
/ˈɔːɡən ˈsɪstəmz/
organs
/ˈɔːɡənz/
Osmosis
/ɒzˈməʊsɪs/
Oxidative phosphorylation
/ˈɒksɪdətɪv ˌfɒsfɔːrɪˈleɪʃn/
oxygen debt
/ˈɒksɪdʒn det/
passive
/ˈpæsɪv/
peptide bond
/ˈpeptaɪd bɒnd/
Percentage uncertainty
/pəˈsentɪdʒ ʌnˈsɜːtənti/
Phloem
/ˈfləʊɪm/
phosphodiester bonds
/ˈfɒsfəʊdɪstə bɒndz/
photolysis
/fəʊˈtɒləsɪs/
photophosphorylate
/ˌfəʊtəʊˈfɒsfɔːrɪleɪt/
photosystem I I

photosystem II II

Phytochrome
/ˈfaɪtəkrəʊm/
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pituitary
/pɪˈtjuːɪtəri/
plaque
/plæk/
plasmid
/ˈplæzmɪd/
plasmodesmata
/ˌplæzməʊdˈsmɑːtə/
pluripotent
/ˈplʊərɪpəʊtənt/
polar solvent
/ˈpəʊlə ˈsɒlvənt/
polygenic
/ˌpɒlɪˈdʒenɪk/
polymerase chain reaction
/ˌpɒlɪməˈreɪz tʃeɪn rɪˈækʃn/
population
/ˌpɒpjʊˈleɪʃn/
positive feedback
/ˈpɒzɪtɪv ˈfiːdbæk/
post-transcriptional
modification
/pəʊst trænˈskrɪpʃənl ˌmɒdɪfɪˈkeɪʃn/
primary structure
/ˈpraɪməri ˈstrʌktʃə/
profile
/ˈprəʊfaɪl/
prokaryotic
/ˌprɒkərɪˈɒtɪk/
prothrombin
/ˈprɒθrəmbɪn/
proximal convoluted tubule
/ˈprɒksɪml ˌkɒnvəˈluːtɪd ˈtjuːbjuːl/
quadrats

quaternary
/kwəˈtɜːnəri/
Random sampling
/ˈrændəm ˈsæmplɪŋ/
Recombinant DNA
/ˌriːˈkɒmbɪnənt ˌdiː en ˈeɪ/
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redox indicator
/rɪˈdɒks ˈɪndɪkeɪtə/

reflex arc
/ˈriːfleks ɑːk/
refractory period
/rɪˈfræktəri ˈpɪərɪəd/
resolution
/ˌrezəˈluːʃn/
Respiratory quotient
/rɪˈspɪrətəri ˈkwəʊʃənt/
respirometers

restriction enzyme
/rɪˈstrɪkʃn ˈenzaɪm/
ribosome
/ˈriːbəʊsəʊm/
rigor mortis
/ˈrɪɡə ˈmɔːtiz/
risk factors
/rɪsk ˈfæktəz/
rubisco
/ruːˈbɪskəʊ/

saltatory conduction
/ˈsɒltətəri kənˈdʌkʃn/
Saturated
/ˈsætʃəreɪtɪd/
scales
/skeɪlz/
secondary
/ˈsekəndəri/
seed banks
/siːd bæŋks/
semi-conservative
/ˈsemi kənˈsɜːvətɪv/
semi-quantitative
/ˈsemi ˈkwɒntɪteɪtɪv/
serially dilute

significant
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Significant figures
/sɪɡˈnɪfɪkənt ˈfɪɡəz/
sino-atrial node
/ˈsiːnəʊ ˈeɪtrɪəl nəʊd/
sodium-potassium pump
/ˈsəʊdɪəm pəˈtæsɪəm pʌmp/
Speciation
/ˌspiːʃɪˈeɪʃn/
Species richness
/ˈspiːsiːz ˈrɪtʃnəs/
sperm
/spɜːm/
spirometers

stabilising selection
/ˈsteɪbəlaɪzɪŋ sɪˈlekʃn/
standard deviation
/ˈstændəd ˌdiːvɪˈeɪʃn/
Statins
/ˈstætɪnz/
stationary
/ˈsteɪʃənəri/
sticky ends
/ˈstɪki endz/
stroma
/ˈstrəʊmə/
substitution
/ˌsʌbstɪˈtjuːʃn/
Succession
/səkˈseʃn/
sympatric
/ˈsɪmpətrɪk/
synapse
/ˈsɪnæps/
systematic error
/ˌsɪstəˈmætɪk ˈerə/
T killer cells
/tiː ˈkɪlə selz/

T

t-test
/tiː test/

t
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tendon
/ˈtendn/
tertiary
/ˈtɜːʃjəri/
three-domain system
/θriː dəˈmeɪn ˈsɪstəm/
threshold
/ˈθreʃəʊld/
thrombin
/ˈθrɒmbɪn/
thromboplastin
/ˈθrɒmbəplæstɪn/
thylakoid
/ˈθaɪləkɔɪd/
tidal volume

tissues
/ˈtɪʃuːz/
totipotent
/ˈtəʊtɪpəʊtənt/
transcription factor
/trænˈskrɪpʃn ˈfæktə/
transects

triglyceride
/ˈtrɪɡlɪsəraɪd/
triplet
/ˈtrɪplɪt/
tRNA
/tiː ˌɑːˌreˈneɪ/
turbidity
/tɜːˈbɪdɪti/
uncertainties
/ʌnˈsɜːtəntiz/
Unsaturated
/ʌnˈsætʃəreɪtɪd/
urea
/juːˈrɪə/
variable region
/ˈveərɪəbl ˈriːdʒn/
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Ventricular systole
/venˈtrɪkjʊlə ˈsɪstəʊl/
water potential
/ˈwɔːtə pəˈtenʃl/
Xylem
/ˈzaɪləm/
zona pellucida
/ˈzəʊnə ˈpeluːsɪdə/
Zones of inhibition
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