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LAdvances in Technology and Exchange

Advances in Technology and Exchange

Unit 9 covers 1900 to the present, and its central move is evaluative rather than
narrative: almost every development it names produced both a benefit and a cost, and
questions reward answers that hold both.

New modes of communication i#E{5 /7= — radio, cellular technology, and the
internet.

Energy technologies §£iF#7 K, including the use of petroleum 7 i and nuclear
power 1Z&E.

Medical innovations == ¢l|#, including vaccines JZ and antibiotics #7142,
which increased lifespans 5.

The Green Revolution %5 5 45 and commercial agriculture, which increased
the global food supply #RE&E M.

More effective forms of birth control 57 &, which gave women greater control
over fertility 4= &, transformed reproductive practices, and contributed to
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LAdvances in Technology and Exchange

Advances in Technology and Exchange, continued

Note the last one carefully.

It is a technological change
with a demographic and a so-
cial consequence, which makes
it unusually useful evidence in
questions about the changing
role of women.
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Technological Advances and Limitations: Disease

The advance What it made possible What came with it
Vaccines and deaths from infectious diseases of longer life
antibiotics > disease fall; lifespans rise > become more prominent
Green Revolution and global food supply deforestation, desertification,
: " — —
commercial agriculture increases pressure on fresh water
Petroleum and industrial and domestic greenhouse gases, pollutants,
nuclear energy * power on a new scale > debates about climate change

An exam answer that names only the left-hand column has described the century. Naming both is what evaluates it

the distinction this unit turns on
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Technological Advances and Limitations: Disease

That second point is the unit’s logic in miniature: the success of one intervention
produced the conditions for a different problem. It is not a contradiction, and saying so
is what makes an answer analytical.

m Diseases associated with poverty persisted 5% [F15<H %%, while other
diseases emerged as epidemics and pandemics 17/ 5 Kii17i%.

m Diseases associated with longer lifespans — conditions such as heart disease and
neurological illnesses of old age — became more prominent precisely because
medical advances extended life.
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Debates About the Environment

:ufman :C:.IVIty,:;;;SEIted to The CED's word is debates
cloresialion A tx, — the examinable content is

desertification i a decline in air . . .
ualit *”ﬁajllli%;{;nd i creased that the science and its policy
BEEREET i S .
q Y =i B, and implications became a subject
consumption of the world's supply of fresh . .
of international argument, not

water %k, . .
K a settled instruction.
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Economics in the Global Age

Three developments define the period’s economic history, and all three accelerated
after 1990:

m Many governments encouraged free-market economic policies HHi7E %, a
trend accelerated by the end of the Cold War.

m Revolutions in information and communications technology led to the growth of
knowledge economies 412425 in some regions, while other regions remained
centred on agriculture or manufacturing.

m Changing economic institutions, multinational corporations %[5/} 5], and
regional trade agreements [X i 5% 51/} reshaped how production and trade
were organised across borders.
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Economics in the Global Age, continued

The continuity worth naming: this is the same
story as Unit 6's economic imperialism, in new
institutional form.

Firms in wealthy states again
hold disproportionate influence
over the terms on which pro-
ducers elsewhere participate.
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Calls for Reform and Responses

At the same time, movements throughout the
world protested the inequality of the
environmental and economic consequences of
global integration £ 3k—{f{\.

Both halves are examinable:
greater inclusion, and organised
objection to how the benefits
were distributed.
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Globalized Culture

The CED makes three separate claims about culture, and they are not the same claim:
m Political and social changes of the twentieth century led to changes in the
arts Z A& and other forms of cultural expression.

m Arts, entertainment, and popular culture increasingly reflected global
influence #3201 — forms borrowed, adapted, and recombined across regions.

m Consumer culture ;%537 {/ became globalised and transcended national borders.
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Globalized Culture, continued

The third is the strongest for essays because it is the most measurable: the
same products, brands, and consumption patterns appearing across very
different societies.
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Resistance to Globalization

Movements de-
fending local or
national cultural

identity 75+ 37 L IA[F]
against homogenis-
ing influence.

Organised opposition
to trade agreements
and international
financial institutions

on economic grounds.

Religious and
traditionalist move-
ments R S5E5HENIEF
rejecting the social
changes that accom-
panied integration.
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Institutions in a Globalized World

This closes the arc of the course: Unit 7 opened with the collapse of an order
and unprecedented conflict; Unit 9 ends with the institutions built in response,

and with the argument — still unresolved — about how much authority they
should hold.
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Continuity and Change in a Globalized World

The unit’s reasoning skill is continuity and change, applied across the whole
modern period.
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LContinuity and Change in a Globalized World

Exam tips

m Unit 9 questions are evaluative. For almost every advance, name the benefit and
the cost. That single habit lifts most answers here.

m Birth control is technological, demographic, and social evidence at once -
unusually flexible in questions about women's changing roles.

m The rise of diseases of longer life is caused by medical success. Say that explicitly;
it demonstrates causal reasoning.

m On climate, the CED's word is debates. Write about the argument, not a verdict.

m Connect the global economy back to Unit 6: the same asymmetry, new
institutions. Cross-period links score well on essays.

m For resistance to globalisation, give distinct kinds — cultural, economic, religious —
not one kind three times.
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