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AP® World History: Modern 2023 Free-Response Questions 

“We consider Buddhists to be a direct threat. For over 1500 years, Buddhism has been spreading in our 
kingdom, yet neither happiness nor profit has been gained. This is recorded in the historical books, which 
Your Majesty has certainly studied thoroughly. Must you wait for your ministers to tell you? 

We think of all the unorthodox teachings, Buddhism is the worst. The Buddhists live alone with their barbaric 
customs, apart from the common productive population; yet they cause the people to be poor and to steal. 
What is worse than their crimes? Beasts and birds that damage grain are certainly chased away because they 
harm the people. Yet even though beasts and birds eat the people’s food, they are nevertheless useful to the 
people. Buddhists, however, sit around and eat, and there has not yet been a visible profit.” 

Yun Hoe, Korean Confucian scholar and adviser to the Korean Choson 
monarchy, On the Harmfulness of Buddhism, 1424 

2. Using the excerpt, respond to parts a, b, and c.

a. Identify ONE claim the author makes in the passage.

b. Explain ONE way the author’s point of view likely influenced his argument.

c. Explain ONE way Chinese cultural traditions influenced Asian societies (other than Korea) in the
period 1200–1450.
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