AP WORLD HISTORY: MODERN « EXERCISE SHEET

7.5 Unresolved Tensions After
World War 1

Name: - Class: - Date: Total: 15 marks

KEY WORDS interwar empire

Objective
Build the skills to explain interwar empire

You must be able to:

» state the CED’s claim about colonial holdings between the wars
e name the two ways additional territory was gained
« state what some imperial powers faced instead

e explain why 'predominantly maintained’ is a continuity claim

1 Key knowledge and worked examples

Study these first. Each one shows the method for a task used later.

B The claim

Between the two world wars, Western and Japanese imperial states pre-
dominantly maintained control over colonial holdings. The empires did not
fall in 1918.

B Two ways

In some cases they gained additional territories through conquest or treaty
settlement — force and diplomacy again, as in 6.2.

B The other case

In other cases they faced anti-imperial resistance. The CED gives both out-
comes within one sentence.

B 'Predominantly maintained’

A continuity claim placed between two wars — which is why decolonisation belongs to
unit 8 and not here. Anticipating it misdates the CED’s own chronology.
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B Worked application: Continuity and resistance can occur together

An original practice claim says, “Anti-imperial resistance between the world wars
proves that imperial control had already ended everywhere” The inference fails:
resistance to an authority can occur while that authority still controls institutions
or territory. A stronger comparison separates continuity in control from changes
in challenges to it, and recognises regional variation. A treaty settlement can also
reassign control rather than end imperial rule. When building a historical answer,
add a specific course example with correct dates and explain how it supports the
chosen category. Do not substitute a later decolonisation outcome for evidence about
the interwar period.

Evidence of control Evidence of challenge
Institutions / territory Resistance / demands

These categories can coexist in the same period

2 Practice

2.1 State the CED’s claim about colonial holdings between the wars. 2]

2.2 Name the two ways additional territories were gained. 2]

2.3 “Predominantly maintained” is a continuity claim.
(a) State what it implies about decolonisation. 1]

(b) State the other outcome the CED names. [1]
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3 Exam-style questions
3.1 Between the wars, imperial states 1]

D A lost their colonies
B predominantly maintained control
C abandoned empire
D united into one state

3.2 Additional territories were gained through conquest or 1]

D A treaty settlement
B purchase only
C referendum
D inheritance

3.3 A student places decolonisation in the 1920s.
(a) State the error. [1]

(b) Explain the correct chronology. [2]

3.4 Explain why a practice claim that “interwar anti-imperial resistance means imperial
control had already ended” is not justified. Distinguish two kinds of evidence needed to
test it. 4]

AP World History: Modern e 7.5 Unresolved Tensions After World War 1 @



Solutions

Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

o Western and Japanese imperial states predominantly maintained control over colonial
holdings between the two world wars

2.2

o conquest; treaty settlement

2.3

(a)

o that it belongs to a later period, not the interwar years

(b)

« some imperial states faced anti-imperial resistance

3.1B

o the CED’s own word

3.2 A

o treaty settlement

3.3

(a)

o the CED says control was predominantly maintained in that period
(b)

 resistance existed between the wars but decolonisation is unit 8’s material, after 1945

3.4

Resistance demonstrates challenge to authority rather than necessarily its end; continued
control and resistance can coexist; evidence about who controls institutions/territory tests
continuity; evidence about resistance, concessions or transfer of power tests changes, with
chronology and location checked.

AP World History: Modern e 7.5 Unresolved Tensions After World War 1 @



