
Exercise walk-through

7.6
Causes of World War II

AP World History: Modern



Global Conflict
Causes of World War II

Causes of World War II

The CED again gives a compound cause, and each element is examinable:

The unsustainable peace settlement after World War I.
The global economic crisis produced by the Great Depression.
Continued imperialist practices .
The rise of fascism and extreme nationalism .



Global Conflict
Causes of World War II

Causes of World War II, continued

Compare this with the World War I list and a
real pattern appears: economic pressure and
nationalism are common to both, while the
specific additions in 1939 are the failed
settlement and the new ideological regimes.

A comparison question wants
exactly that structure – shared
causes named, then the differ-
ences.



AP World History: Modern

Exercises 2.1·2.2

2 Practice
2.1 Name the four causes. [2]

2.2 State which cause the CED emphasises and the word it uses. [2]

2.3 Each cause has an earlier source.

(a) Match two causes to their subtopics. [2]

(b) Explain what “unsustainable” claims. [1]

3 Exam-style questions
3.1 The CED’s emphasis falls on [1]

A the peace settlement
B the rise to power of fascist and totalitarian regimes
C the Depression
D imperialist aspirations

3.2 “Unsustainable” describes a settlement that [1]

A was unpopular
B could not hold
C was never signed
D was too generous
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• the unsustainable peace settlement; the global economic crisis from the Depression;
continued imperialist aspirations; the rise to power of fascist and totalitarian regimes

2.2

• the rise of fascist and totalitarian regimes, marked by “especially”

2.3

(a)

• the peace settlement follows 7.2; the economic crisis follows 7.4

(b)

• that the arrangement could not hold, whatever anyone felt about it

3.1 B

• “especially” names it

3.2 B

• viability, not popularity

3.3

(a)

• the CED’s own weighting

(b)

• “especially” is an argument about relative significance, which is exactly what unit 7’s
final subtopic asks for
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Exercise 2.3 (a)
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.
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2.3

(a)

• the peace settlement follows 7.2; the economic crisis follows 7.4

(b)

• that the arrangement could not hold, whatever anyone felt about it

3.1 B

• “especially” names it

3.2 B

• viability, not popularity

3.3

(a)

• the CED’s own weighting

(b)

• “especially” is an argument about relative significance, which is exactly what unit 7’s
final subtopic asks for
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Exercise 2.3 (b)

2 Practice
2.1 Name the four causes. [2]

2.2 State which cause the CED emphasises and the word it uses. [2]
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.

2.1

• the unsustainable peace settlement; the global economic crisis from the Depression;
continued imperialist aspirations; the rise to power of fascist and totalitarian regimes

2.2

• the rise of fascist and totalitarian regimes, marked by “especially”

2.3

(a)

• the peace settlement follows 7.2; the economic crisis follows 7.4

(b)

• that the arrangement could not hold, whatever anyone felt about it

3.1 B

• “especially” names it

3.2 B

• viability, not popularity

3.3

(a)

• the CED’s own weighting

(b)

• “especially” is an argument about relative significance, which is exactly what unit 7’s
final subtopic asks for
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Solutions
Each answer shows the steps, then the result.
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Exercise 3.3 (a)

3.3 A student lists the four causes without ranking them.

(a) State what has been lost. [1]

(b) Explain why the ranking is part of the CED’s claim. [2]
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Exercise 3.3 (b)

3.3 A student lists the four causes without ranking them.

(a) State what has been lost. [1]

(b) Explain why the ranking is part of the CED’s claim. [2]
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